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Comics May Take 
TV Plunge in Fall 


Number of top-name radio stars, 
fincluding Bing Crosby, Jack Ben- 


tiny, Edgar Bergen, Burns and Al- 
‘len, Groucho Marx and Eddie 
Cantor, may bow in on television 


tduring the upcoming fall and win- 
ter season. Majority of them, it is 
believed, will endeavor to follow 
*Bob Hope’s lead in doing only four 
ov five shows a year on a spot 
*basis, but several will be in on a 
once-a-week schedule. 

Burns and Allen, for example, 
are scheduled to cut a kinescope 
audition for CBS-TV this week on 
the Coast. Team will do a situ- 
ation comedy series, similar to 
ptheir radio format, on a projected 
‘halt-hour, once-weekly basis. Show 


would probably originate on the 
Coast and be fed to the eastern 


tstations via kine. NBC, meanwhile, 
confirmed that plans are under way 
‘to simulcast the Groucho Marx ra- 
Ratio show as soon as the comedian 


® (tees off for his new network in the 
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NBC's Special 
TV for Theatres 


Mall. Marx is known to prefer do- 
ing his show on the Coast, indi- 
cating that the TV version of his 
program also would have to be 
kinescoped if the simulcast audi- 
Ttion is successful. 

As tor Crosby, he reportedly in- 

(Continued on page 60) 








Possibility that NBC might build 
theatre television programs spe- 
cifically for use on large-screen 
video was noted this week by 
Sylvester L. (Pat) Weaver, the 
web's video veepee. Network is 
currently preparing to aid its par- 
ent company, RCA, in testing an 
improved theatre TV projection 
unit this summer in association 
with both 20th-Fox and Samuel 
Pinanski’s Pilgrim theatre, Boston. 

While the tests this summer will 
‘involve mostly technical experi- 
“mentation, Weaver admitted the 
work might lead to the web’s cre- 
ation of a theatre TV program de- 
partment. It is recalled, in connec- 
tion with this, that Gael Sullivan, 
exec director of the Theatre Own- 


evs of America, proposed such a 
move to NBC last year. At that 
time, the web’s exec veepee, 


Charles R. Denny, submitted a 
plan that opened the possibility ot 
NBC's taking the step whenever 
- sufficient theatres were equipped 
with large-screen units to afford 
the shows. 

With the question of program- 
“ming now one of the major issues 
confronting the theatre TV propo- 
“hNents, it is believed they would 


welcome the entry into program 
@perations of a network with years 
of experience in video production. 
While it has been suggested in the 
(Continued on page 20) 


Uses Croquet on Landlord 


Paris, June 6. 

Luigia Vera Piva, former Milan 
Scala theatre soprano, went to jail 
on a charge of assaulting her land- 
lord with a croquet mallet. 

The former star, who now gives 
singing lessons in Paris, was given 
an apartment on the condition that 
she teach her lessons in the homes 
of her pupils. She agreed but used 
her spare time to sing at home; 
hence the landlord’s desire to oust 
her. 

She has two great loves—singing 
and croquet On returning from 
a croquet game she found that the 
landlord had locked her out. She 
tried to break down the door with 
her mallet, and in some way hap- 
pened to hit the landlord on the 
head. 
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O'Dwyer Burn 
Salved on Film 
Stinging N. Y. 


Mayor William O’Dwyer’s burn 
over “Sleeping City,” film made 
in New York by Universal, which 
hizzoner charged was “unsym- 
pathetic” to the city, was promptly 
doused this week when U agreed to 
pull the sting from the feature. 
As a result, peace reigned again 
in Hollywood's relations with the 
city’s chief executive after 
O'Dwyer had threatened to end co- 
operation with visiting camera 
crews. O’Dwyer previously had 
summoned company. presidents to 
a Gracie Mansion meet, where he 
sounded off against unsympathetic 
handling of municipal institutions. 

U has mollified the mayor by 
agreeing to insert a prolog to the 
film which will impress on the 
audience that the pic is purely fic- 
tional in its theme. That state- 
ment will be made by Richard 
Conte, thesper who plays the part 
of a doctor in the film. Conte, 
dressed in white and accoutred 
with a stethoscope and other medi- 

(Continued on page 60) 


THEATRE FOLDS SOAR 
70 580 IN THE NATION 


Washington, June 6. 

Nationwide, a total of 580 film 
theatres have folded in the past 
six months, according to final fig- 
ures released by the Taxation and 
Legislation Committee of the Coun- 
cil of Motion Picture Organiza- 
tions. Final batch ot seven ex- 
change districts and their closings 
were disclosed over the weekend 
by Abram F. Myers, committee 
chairman. They are: Portland, 
Ore., 1; Memphis, 27; St. Louis, 12; 
Oklahoma City, 23; Kansas City, 
16: Salt Lake City, 6; and Wash- 
ington, D. C., 13. Total is 98. 

A week earlier, COMPO report- 
ed on the situation for the remain- 
der of the country, which had 482 
closings during the period. Partly 
to blame for 








the situation, it is | 
i claimed, is the 20% admissions tax. | 


N.Y. CITY GENTE 
AS SUPPLY BASE 


By HOBE MORRISON 


A new key-city circuit of large- 
Capacity theatres to play legit 
shows, opera and ballet at pop 
prices may be organized by the 
N. Y. City Center of Musie and 
Drama, which would produce and 
book the attractions. Present legit 
houses probably wouldn't be in- 
cluded, but the circuit would com- 
prise mostly now-dark auditoriums 
and picture palaces. Managements 
of a number of spots have already 
contacted City Center authorities 
suggesting some such setup. 

Start of the project depends pri- 
marily on City Center being 
able to work out a way of pre- 
senting the more popular operettas 
and musical comedies, since they 
would presumably have to be the 
backbone of the bookings. Thus 
far, the Center hasn't figured out 
a solution to that problem, since 
those who hold the rights to most 
of the top musical show proper- 
ties won’t release them for per- 
formance in New _ York, which 
rust be the keystone of the cir- 
cuit. Also, no suitable producer 
has been found who would be avail- 
able to head the musical show op- 
eration. 

As. things stand, the City Center 
is already equipped to supply 
straight-play, opera, ballet and 
dance attractions for a small cir- 

(Continued on page 60) 
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Boston Ballet Run, Seven 
Months Off, Now 50% Sold; 
$200,000 Advance in N.Y. 


In one of the most unusual sit- 
uatiens in show biz history, a bal- 


LJ 








the 


let troupe is two-thirds sold out 
for a N. Y. engagement three 
months away. What is more sur- 
prising, it is over 50% sold out 


already in road engagements seven 


months off. Amazing setup is 
heightened by the fact that these 
advance sales have all been mere- 
lv by mail order, with no news- 
paper ads or boxoffice window 
sale. 


Troupe is the Sadler’s Wells Bal- 
let of London, which set an all- 
time ballet record of $254,000 
gross for four weeks on Broadway 
last fall. Troupe is returning to 
N. Y. this fall for a three-week en- 
gagement, starting Sept. 10. The 
Sol Hurok office, which is present- 
ing the troupe, reports over $200.- 
000 in receipts ‘or two-thirds of 
the N. Y. run’s take) just from 
mail orders, with perhaps another 
$50,000 sen* back due to mixups in 
orders, dates or other conflicts. 

In Boston, where Sadler's will 
not appear until January, seven 
months away, about $40,000, or 
over half the capacity of the sked- 
ded week’s run, has been received. 
In New Orleans, where the troupe 
dances two nights, Oct. 12-13, over 
$9,000 is already in. In Cleveland, 
with a two-day booking Dec. 12-13, 

(Continued on page 63) 
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‘Longahop’ Ossani 


What appears to be a long dis- 
tance record for one-shot guest 
stars was set this week when Nilo 
Ossani, Italian tenor, hopped 4,500 
miles from Rome to N. Y. to ap- 
pear on Percy Faith’s ‘Pause That 
Refreshes” for Coca-Cola Sunday 
(11) over CBS. 

Ossani, who doesn’t speak Eng- 
lish, enlisted Alex Baird, of RCA 
Victor, and the D’Arcy agency’s 
Marek Windheim to act as inter- 
preters during his brief stay. He 
flies back to Rome right after the 
broadcast. Ossani is the first of 
nine foreigr singing stars who will 
appear on the summer replacement 
for the Edgar Bergen-Charlie Mc- 
Carthy show. 


Web Demand On 
Morals Clause 
Irks Scripters 


Council of the Radio Writers 
Guild voted Thursday. (1) to hold 
a special membership meeting on 
June 15 to consider action on the 
morals clause being inserted by 
the networks into individual 
writers’ .contracts. Scripters are 
sore because they feel the lan- 
guage will give the webs control 


of their personal and_ political 
activities. 

Text of the clause’ reads: 
“Artist agrees to conduct him- 
self at all times with due_ re- 


gard to public morals and conven- 
It artist at any time shall 
commit any act or thing which 
shall be an offense involving moral 
terpitude under federal, state or 
local laws, or which might tend to 
bring artist into public disrepute 
contempt, scandal or ridicule, or 
which might tend to insult or of- 
fend the community or any or- 
(Continued on page 60) 


BING, GUY, JOLIE KEY 
TO DECCA’S 16TH ANNI 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Decca Records celebrates its 16th 
anniversary in August. Six ot plat- 
tery’s top draw names inked when 


the firm was first formed, are the 
big grossers for Decca today. Vice- 
prexy Dave Kapp points out the 
waxery has rarely lost a name 
through all the years of operation, 
and that while a few have left 
they are now back in the fold 


Top grossers on the list are Bing 
Crosby, Guy Lombardo and Al Jol 
son. All three have been with Dec- 
ca since its inception. Jolson start- 
ed with the late Jack Kapp on the 
Brunswick label over 20 years ago 
and moved to Decca roster when 
firm was formed by Kapp. Jolson 
was with the firm until he retired, 
coming back to the plattery when 
“The Jolson Story” was released 
by Columbia. In addition to these 


three, the Mills Brothers, Victor 
Young and Ella Fitzgerald have 
(Continued on page 20) 


See Widespread 
Use of Video In 
School Teaching 


Education by TV, which hereto- 
fore has been given a projection in 
only isolated instances throughout 
the country, is headed for the big- 
time this fall. The Board of Edu- 
cation of the City of New York is 
currently blueprinting a campaign 
to carry the educational video ball 
into the 140 junior and senior high 
schools of the city in a move which 
will undoubtedly give considerable 
impetus to the growing nationwide 
awareness of TV’s potentialities in 
the whole realm of education. 

Plan is to install television rooms 
in all the N. Y. junior and senior 
high schools as an addenda for the 
school curriculum, with two am- 
bitious programming projects tee- 
ing off in September via NBC's. key 
New York tele station, WNBT, and 
DuMont’s New York outlet, WABD. 
The WABD programming will be 
designed primarily for in-school 
viewing of educational projects, 
while WNBT will concentrate on 
the after-school aspects of pro- 
gramming. 

It’s generally conceded that the 
coming school year wiil find the 
Education by TV projects gaining 
considerable momentum. For one 
thing, FCC Commissioner Frieda 

‘Continued on page 21) 


Arena-Type Shows 
As Tele's Answer 


Arena-type theatre, as utilized ia 
NBC-TV's new “Cameo Theatre” 
series, can provide the means tor 
local video stations throughout the 
country to originate their own dra- 
matic programs, according to NBC 
producer Albert McCleery, who is 
supervising the series. McCleery 
also sees the technique as helping 
to solve TV’s current script short- 
age problem by opening up the best 
of radio dramatic properties to 
video. 


McCleery staged two of the 
“Cameo” shows within the last 
month in the Tuesday night slot 


being utilized by NBC for showcase 
purposes. Idea caught on, and with 
“Armstrong Theatre” having taken 
over tiat period last night ‘Tues.). 
the web has given McCleery the 
Wednesday night at 8:30 time to 
stage four more shows. “One 
Man’s Family” is scheduled to take 
over that period in a month, at 
which time “Cameo” will be moved 
to another slot. 

Since the technique requires no 
sets in .the usual sense of the 
word and virtually no props, one of 
its chief advantages lies in its econ- 
omy, the producer said. Half-hour 
stanzas carry an average talent and 
production budget of $2,000 each, 
so that it is possible to save about 
$40,000 on the cost of an average 
haif-hour TV dramatic show on a 


\ (Continued on page 60) 
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House Group Votes 107, B.0. Tax Dip, 
Cuts Niteries to 15%; Pic Exemptions 


Washington, June 6. 

House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee, whipping the new tax bill 
into final form for presentation to 
the House, last Friday (2) con- 
firmed its tentative decision to re- 
duce the general admissions tax 
from 20° to 10%. 

Committee also set the tax on 
nitery tabs at 15, the third time 
it had come up with a different re- 
sult in this category. Originally, 
the committee voted to keep the 
present 20°% rate. Then it reversed 
itself and decided to make it 10°c, 
the same as general admissions 
Finally, on Friday, it announced 
the 15° surprise package 

Solons today (Tues.) affirmed 
its refusal to tax television 
President Truman had asked for 
a 10% bite on tele set sales, but 
the committee again stood by its 
guns. 

Committee also plowed through 
with final action on most of the 
other wartime “luxury” excise 
rates on consumers. 

Yesterday (Mon.), the Ways and 
Means put its stamp of approval 
on an earlier action which ex- 
empted raw film, cameras and 
other photographie equipment used 
by Hollywood from the manutac- 
turers’ excise taxes. For non- 
business users, the present 15% 
bite on raw film would be dropped 
to '10° and the 25% excise on 
cameras and other equipment 
would also drop to 10%. 

Meanwhile, there is increasing 
unéasiness here over the prospect 
of this tax bill, or any other, be- 
coming law. Some Democratic 
leaders are now beginning to com- 
ment to friends that the Ways and 
Means committee may never vote 
out the bill at all. 

Others claim that, since this is 
a Congressional election year, 
there is a great desire to pass tax 
reduction legislation. Therefore 
they think the measure will go to 
the house and be approved there. 

Major tax bills invariably are 
sent to the House under a “gag” 
or closed rule, which means that 
the House can vote it either up or 
down but may not amend any part 
of it. Thus, whatever bill the 
committee reports out 
passed by the House. However. 
the Senate does its own work and 
may change the bill completely, 
with the final result being a com- 
promise between what each cham- 
ber decides. 

And, already, the threat of a 
Presidential veto hangs over the 
bill because the cuts appear much 
deeper than recommended tiy Mr. 
Truman. 


FILM DIVIDENDS OFF 
$2,000,000 IN 1ST QTR. 


Washington, June 6. 

Film industry paid out dividends 
of $11,053,000 during the first four 
months of this year, or more than 
$2.000,000 under the figure report- 
ed for the same four months of 
1949, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce announced last week. 

April was the only bright spot. 
It had $3,704,000 in dividends, far 
better than the $2,491,000 for April 
ot last year. It was the first time 
in many months that a month had 
bettered the comparable one of the 
previous year. Commerce says 
that the publicly reported divi- 
dends in any industry are about 60 
to 65° of all dividends paid out 
in that industry. 
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Peck in ‘Bathsheba’ 


Hollywood, June 6. 


Darryl] F. Zanuck has set Greg-| 


ory Peck to star in 
Bathsheba,” which 20th 
shoot in Israel next year 
Henry King directing. 
Philip Dunne is’ completing 
screenplay of the Biblical drama. 


with 


British Hit By 
Govt. Tax-Cut Nix 


Washington, June 6. 


Worst wallop the British film 
industry had in April was the fail- 
ure of the Government to reduce 
the entertainment tax, according to 
the U. S. Department of Commerce. 
Refusal to listen to an appeal for 
lower tax is described as a “blow 
to the entire industry,” which the 
Government may try to assuage, 
however, by adding 1,000,000 
pounds to the revolving fund of 
the National: Film Finance Corp. 
This would increase the fund's 
working capital for production 
loans to 6,000,000 pounds. 

British Finance Bill also contains 
a clause that, after Aug. 15, if a 
stageshow takes up at least one- 
fourth of a theatre program, the 
entertainment tax will be dropped 
from seven to one penny (British) 
per seat. This would be rough on 
producers of second features and 
on theatres unfit to handle stage 
shows, Commerce comments. 

The British Cine-Technicians 
Union is planning production of 
films to relieve unemployment 
among its members. First picture 
would be “Green Grow the Bush- 
es.”’ Cost would be about 100,000 
pounds, with producers, actors, 
writers, etc., agreed to keep their 
fees low for this kind of produc- 
tion. It would be the first picture 
produced bys a labor union in Eng- 
land 


U.S. ACTS HYPO PARIS; 
HILDEGARDE’S WOW BOW 


Paris, June 6. 
American acts are hypoing Paris 
show business. Sock openings of 
Lena Horne at the Baccara, and the 
Step Bros., and Carrie Finnell in 
the Lido’s “Enchantment,” were 
the cafe highlights of the week. 


The major concert event was 
Hildegarde’s one-woman perform- 
ance at the Champs Elysees thea- 
tre Saturday (3). Localites re- 
sponded enthusiastically to the 
chanteuse’s presentation. 
guett, who got up from a sickbed, 
and Jean Sablon were among 
those attending the show. 





Glasgow Goes For Dottie Lamour 
Glasgow, May 30. 

Dorothy Lamour was greeted by 
7,000 when she arrived at Central 
Station for week's personal at the 
Empire Theatre here. 

She received civic welcome from 
Lord 
Glasgow. Week’s schedule includes 
visits to disabled in hospitals. op- 
ening of garden fete and a jaunt 
to Loch Lomondside. 
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WILL MAHONEY 
THE INIMITABLE 
lfeld over! eld over! Now second 
week (June 8), Palace theatre, 

New York, 


Represented by 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 




















Friction Eased In 


Writer Guilds 


Washington, June 6. 
Decision by the National Labor 
Relations Board last week that 
council members of the Authors 
League of America do not have to 
sign non-Communist affidavits, is 
expected to speed new contracts 
for the Radio Writers and Screen 
Writers Guilds. It will also ease 

friction betwen SWG and RWG. 
Film seripters had burned be- 
cause ALA and RWG council mem- 
bers refused to sign affidavits on 
the grounds that it was an unwar- 
ranted extension of the law which 


requires only union officers to 
sign. After several months of 


pressuring the recalcitrant council 
members, SWG on May 17 voted to 
withdraw from the League if the 
matter hadn't been settled’ by 
July 17. 

Actually there was no real dan- 
ger of a SWG pullout, because the 
council members’ had _= already 
placed their affidavits or resigna- 
tions from the body in escrow 
(pending an “adverse decision” by 
the NLRB). 

The NLRB vote is viewed by 
ALA toppers as a defeat for NLRB 
counsel Robert Denham, who made 
the original ruling, and a victory 
in barring further extension of 
the non-Communist oaths to other 
unions. 


| Truman Visit to St. Louis 
Preps Elaborate Radio, 


| Video, Newsreel Setup 


St. Louis, June 6. 

The most elaborate arrange- 
ments for radio, television and 
‘newsreels in the history of St. 
/Louis have been completed for the 
1950 reunion of the 35th Division, 
in which President Truman served 
las an artillery officer, to be held 


*here Thursday, Friday and Satur- 


day (8-10). Under the direction of 
Harry Renfro, exec asst. to the 
general manager of station KXOK, 
16 mikes will be installed near the 
speaker’s stand and will provide 
accommodations for all four major 
networks, six local stations and 
three or four newsreels and tele- 
vision companies. 

When the President makes his 
principal address Saturday at the 
riverfront where the Jefferson 
Memorial development will be for- 
mally dedicated, there will be only 
two mikes on the rostrum in or- 
der that the several hundred 


thousand spectators, who are ex-> 


pected to attend the ceremonies, 
may have an unobstructed view of 
the President and his guests. 
These mikes will be connected to 
amplifiers a short distance away, 
where the networks and other 
broadcasting survives will receive 
the speeches through a mike pool- 
ing setup. 


‘UNFRIENDLY 10° DUE TO 
REPORT FOR SENTENCE 


Washington, June 6. 

Fate of Hollywood’s “Unfriendly 
10,.’ for contempt of Congress, ap- 
pears drawing to the ultimate re- 
sult. 

John Howard Lawson and Dalton 
Trumbo, whose convictions to a 
vear’s imprisonment and _ $1,000 
fine, the Supreme Court refused 





to review, are due to report to the. 


U. S. District Court here Friday 
(9) to begin their sentences. The 
other eight waived trials and stip- 
ulated that they would = accept 
whatever happened to Lawson and 
Trumbo. Although the eight are 
seeking a loophole, they have been 
ordered to report here before the 
District court on the following 
dates: 

Albert Maltz, Alvah Bessie, and 
Samuel Ornitz, June 20; Herbert 
J. Biberman and Edward Dmvtrvk, 
June 21; Adrian Scott, Ring Lard- 
ner, Jr., and Lester Cole, June 22. 

They are expected to be sen- 
tenced and to seek delays via ap- 





| pene to the appellate courts. 


Completion of certification pro- | 


ceedings for the ALA and its con- 
stituent guilds is expected in three 
months. When that is achieved, 
the RWG’s contract with the agen- 
cies and sponsors (negotiations for 
which were finished last year) will 
be put into effect. Additionally, 
the SWG will be able to push its 
negotiations with film studios, in- 
cluding talks on vidpix which it 
will handle on the Coast in behalf 
of the ALA’s National Television 
Committee. NTC comprises rep- 
resentatives from all groups in the 
league, 





McBride, Murrow, Wyler 
Get One World Awards 


Commentator Mary Margaret 
McBride and newscaster Edward R. 
Murrow, for their contributions via 
radio, and director William Wyler, 
for his film work, were named One 
World Award winners at the sixth 
annual presentation ceremony held 
vesterday (Tues.) at the Hotel Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, N. Y. Wyler, unable 
to attend the presentation, was 
represented by actor Harold Rus- 
sell. 

Press award recipient was Quen- 
tin Reynolds, while the One Worid 
Flight Award went to Roger Bald- 
win. The International Statesman- 
ship Award was given to Brigadier 
General Carlos P. Romulo. 





RKO’S VAUDE PIC 
Hollywood, June 6. 

Vaudeville gets a screen break 
at RKO in the forthcoming ‘Foot- 
light Follies,” the third annual va- 
riety feature to be produced by 
George Bilson. 

Cast will include 21 vaude and 
nitery acts with the routines linked 


,by an emcee, 


NLRB Won't Interfere 
In Turf Labor Disputes 


Washington, June 6. 
National Labor Relations Board, 
Which 
borhood film theatres as in inter- 
state commerce and within its jur- 


isdiction, backed away from labor | 


disputes at racetracks the _ past 
weekend, on the ground that the 
turf clubs were “essentially local 
enterprises.” 

NLRB had been asked to step 
into disputes involving Santa Anita 
and Hollywood parks in L. A. Board 
was asked to take jurisdiction by 
Donald Moynahan, who claimed he 
was denied work because of con- 
‘tracts which the parks had with 
‘two AFL unions. 
| Office of the NLRB general 
counsel contended Santa Anita 
and Hollywood park were in iter- 
‘state commerce because of the in- 
terstate shipment of racehorses, 
connection of the tracks with Daily 
Racing Form, connections with the 
American Totalizer Co., 


the catering company which serv- 
ices the tracks. 

Board, however, refused to step 
in, finding the tracks much less 
interstate than a motion picture 
theatre. 


Muli Next for Hutton 


Hollywood, June 6. 





When Dore Schary reports back 
to Metro June 12 he’ll decide on 
the next Betty Hutton starrer. 

As part of her deal to star in 
“Annie Get Your Gun” she gave 
Metro her annual outside picture 
away from Paramount for next two 

jyears. 


has regarded even neigh-' 


of Balti- | 
more, and interstate operations of 


Huston Scores 
Report H'wood 


Pix Quality Of 


Belief shared widely by critics 
and the public throughout the 
country, that quality of films 
has deteriorated with attendant 
boxoffice woes, is challenged by 
Hollywood director John Huston. 
In the east to 0.0. locales for 
Metro’s “Red Badge of Courage.” 
Huston maintains “that Hollywood 
is now putting out the best pic- 
tures it ever made.” “In the past 
year. the standards have been 
higher than ever before.” he as- 
serts. 

Huston disputes contentions 
made by one producer-director 
wing on the Coast that Hollywood 
has been attempting to play it 
overly safe on stories. “That is 
less true of the studios than ever 
before,” the director claims. 

“The problem presented to all 
directors to turn out films at a 
lower cost because of the drop in 
revenues is having the opposite 
effect,” Huston said. “Rather than 
bring on a chain of trite formula 
films, it is calling for more inven- 
tiveness than before, when every- 
thing went at the boxoffice. We 
are now looking for much more 
original material.” 

Huston disclosed that he will at- 
tempt a new system ot shooting 
for “Badge” never attempted be- 
fore. Instead of reducing the size 
of an army of extras required for 
the battle scenes, Huston will trv 
to lense the pie within half the 
time allotted by the studio. He 
will use two camera crews in a 
“leapfrog system devised after 
thorough rehearsals.” While one 
crew is shooting a scene, the other 
will be setting up its equipment. 


“[T am going to try this out but 
I don’t know whether it will come 
off or not,” Huston said. “To my 
knowledge, it has never been at- 
tempted before on locale. It is as 
though we were using two interior 
stages simultaneously.” Ordina- 
rily, director said, film would take 
60 days. He will try to halve that 
stretch. If he succeeds, film will 
be brought in under $1,500.000. al- 
though the script calls for 1,000 in 
the cast. 

Huston may jump onto the band- 
wagon for his next pictorial stint, 
which is to be delivered to Horizon 
Productions, his own indie con- 
cern. Director is mulling a ftea- 
ture censisting of three or four 
short stories wrapped into one 
package. Following the success of 
J. Arthur Rank’s “Quartet,” a num- 
ber of Hollywood short-story pack- 
ages are now being readied. Hus- 
ton believes this practice would 
/open the door to a tremendous 
mass of story material. 

For his last film, “Asphalt 
Jungle,” Metro release produced 
by Arthur Hornblow, Jr., team has 
already broken one precedent. Al- 
though the pie is peculiarly slangy 
in its use of pungent language of 
criminals, no redubbing of anv of 
the lines is planned for the British 
market. Heretofore, this has been 
the uniform Hollywood practice. 
Hornblow and Huston called in 
Gerald Fairlie, British author of 
the Bulldog Drummond yarns, as 
expert. Fairlie advised against the 
redubbing even though some of 
the words will be unintelligible to 
British audiences. 


JESSEL SEES TRUMAN 
ON NATIONAL THEATRE 


Washington, June 6. 

George Jessel brought a plan to 
President Truman last 
creating a national 
Washington, and came 
warmed by assurance of the Presi- 
dent’s interest in the plan. 

The Jessel idea is to raise about 
$3,000,000 by popular subscription 
to build the kind of auditorium 
whieh could handle not oniy Jeet 
but also operas, ballet, quasi-0f!'- 
cial and other entertainment—i''' 
on a non-segregated basis. !''© 
subscribers would be repaid t0™ 
| profits of the venture which would 
then be turned over to the Gov* 
ernment to own. Jessel said M°. 
| Truman told him he believed ©0M- 
gress would accept such a gift. !! 
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Paramount’s earnings for April 
and May are holding up to the 
level of the first quarter of the year 


and the company has not experi- 
enced the expected pre-summer 
stump, Barney Balaban, Par’s prez, 
advised stockholders yesterday 
(Tues.) at the company’s annual 
meet In a report featuring the 
upbeat, Balaban also’ disclosed 
study on a plan to liquidate hold- 
ings in DuMont Labs, television 
outfit, by permitting Par stockhold- 


ers to exchange their stock for that 
of DuMont. 


Balaban was optimistic on the 
impact of tele. New era of pros- 
perity for both films and video, he 


said, could be ushered in through 
the stimulus that each can give to 
the other. Noting that it was too 
early to add up the balance sheet 
of “pluses and minuses,” he de- 
clared himself confident that “the 
prophets of doom will have been 
proved to be false prophets.” 
Turning to Phonevision, the 
stormy petrel cf both industries, 





ae 
GU’s Evans in N.Y 
§ EVans IN N.1I. 
John Evans, veepee of Greater 
Union Theatres and _ righthand 


man to Norman B. Rydge, GU boss, 
and William Tinkler, ad-publicity 


head for the Australian chain, ar- 
rive in N. Y. today (Wed.). They 
are on a tour of the U. S., includ- 


ing Hollywood, and likely will go 
to England before returning to 
Sydney. 

| Evans will huddle with Capt. 
Harold Auten, GU representative 
in the U. S., while he is in N. Y. 
He is also chairman of the man- 
agement committee of GU. 


Argentine Red 
Tape Stalls US. 





Balaban kissed it off with the dec- | 


laration: 
every aspect of Phonevision and 
seriously question its basic techni- 
cal and economic feasibility. We 
believe that these technical and 
economic objections are inherent 
in the device.” Later in the meet- 
ing, Austin C. Keough, Par’s vee- 
pee and general counsel, answered 
one stockholder question by saying 
he did not believe the companies 
must sell product to Phonevision 
“under existing laws.” 

All incumbent 16 directors of 
Par were reelected overwhelmingly 
at the meet. Several times pro- 
ceedings fell to a low key as dissi- 
dent stockholders attacked man- 

(Continued on page 63) 


RKO Pooh-Poohs Summer 
B.0. Fears; 8 Top Films 
For ‘Dog-Day’ Release 


Underlining the varying opinions 
among major film companies over 
whether good pictures can do busi- 
ness during the summer dog-days, 
RKO this week set release plans 
for eight top-budgeters during 
June, July and August, while 20th- 
Fox postponed release of_ its 
highest-budgeted film this year 
from August to September. Twen- 
tieth’s picture is ‘Black Rose.” Ty- 
rone Power starrer lensed in Tech- 
nicolor in Europe and North Africa 
at a reported cost of over 
$3,000,000. 

While the summer slump at the 
boxoffice has become a tradition- 
ally expected fact in the industry, 





several distribution chiefs in the 
past have begun te question 
whether it is actually so. They 


point out that, with the advent of 
air-conditioning in most of the 
country’s theatres, a large number 
of customers can be attracted witn 
good pictures. In addition, with 
the majority of companies appar- 
ently unwilling to test that theory, 
it is noted that any major firm 
letting go some of its top product 
during the warm weather can bene- 
fit through getting the choice play- 
dates . 


Twentieth, of course, is not 
sloughing off the summer months. 
Included among its releases for 


(Continued on page 20) 


Goldwyn Huddles In 
Munich With Son on Pic 


Producer Samuel Geldwyn_ is 
currently in Munich with his wife, 
Frances. on a short visit with his 
son. Samuel Goldwyn, Jr. Gold- 
wyn pere is huddling with Junior 
on a film script, “No Time Like the 





Present.” which the latter is prep- 
ping in collab with Blaine Littell 
for production under the elder 
Goldwyn’'s banner. 

Present itinerary calls for the 
producer to shove off for Paris, 


and then London on the 
day. He returns to the 
1, aboard the Queen 


June 14, 
following 
U. S., July 


Elizabeth. 


“We have carefully studied | 


Pix Licenses 


Buenos Alres, June 6. 

Although a full month has passed 
since the American film companies 
signed on the dotted line with the 
Argentine government for a new 
accord, the majors have 
to send a single pic the 
Latino country. Not that the com- 
panies haven't been trying. But 
they find themselves tangled in red 


five-year 


yet into 


tape which is stalling the urgent 
need for Yank celluloid in the big 
South American market: 


| On receipt of an official okay to 
the deal from the Argentine after 
Dr. Ramon Cereijo, treasury min- 
ister, reached Buenos Aires after 
his American visit. companies 
promptly filed applications for un- 
limited import licenses. New film 
pact, among other things, opened 
the way for unrestricted shipment 
of pix. However, constant needling 
‘of the Peron government 
then by American reps in the coun- 
try has elicited only one response 
—that general machinery to license 
the pix is being set up and will 
necessarily take time. 

Meanwhile, the cupboards of 
American distribs are now barer 
than ever. Any further delay will 
cut sharply into the earnings for 
the first vear of the pact. None of 
the majors has new tlms at hand 
because of an import ban which is 
well into its second year. 

On the other hand, there is noth- 
ing that the companies or the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America can 
do besides keep up the pressure for 


prompt compliance with the new 
deal. While doing so, the distribs 


are continuing to send their fray- 
ing reissues around in repeated 
bookings. 


SIMPP WINS RIGHT TO 
INSPECT BOOKS OF CTM 


Detroit, 
Independent 





June 6. 

Motion 
won a 
books 


Society of 
Picture 


sweeping 


has 
of 


Producers 


inspection and 


records of the Cooperative Thea- 
tres of Michigan in the group’s 
$7,500,000 treble-damage anti-trust 


action against CTM and United De- 
troit theatres. United Paramount 
affiliate. Order, however, doés not 
apply to the Paramount chain. 

SIMPP’s win is in retaliation to 
a pre-trial exam which the defend- 
ants obtained last vear. In thal in- 
stance every one of SIMPP’s pro- 
ducer members was compelled to 
trek to Detroit for a quizzing. Rob- 
ert J. Rubin, the group’s attorney, 
will come here shortly to start the 
riffing through records. 

Aim of SIMPP in asking the in- 
spection is to seek evidence of its 


COURT SPURS EA 


Balaban Says Par Profits Hold Firm: re EASIER TE 
Sets Swap Plan for DuMont Stock f OR FASTER 


since | 
| ment 





NI 


Washington, June 6 

U. S. Supreme Court 
upholding enforced divorcement 
and divestiture against Metro. 
20th-Fox and Warner Bros. may 
bring an end to their theatre oper- 
ations long before the 
line. The Government will still 
welcome settlement talks with the 
last defendants in the case and of- 
fer easier terms in return for a 
faster windup to the 12-year-old 
suit. By calling a halt to litiga- 
tion, the high court may have in- 
duced complete divorcement by 
early 1952. 

In the wake of the Monday 
decision, the three majors 
studying the possibility of 
ing for a reargument. Since the 
high court ruled on the merits in 
its surprise ukase, that course is 
open to the companies for the next 
15 days. The second course, not 
necessarily inconsistent with the 


decision 


(5) 
are 


first. is to push lagging settlement 
talks. 
By coincidence, 20th suddenly 


reopened compromise negotiations 
only a few days back, after the 
question had been dormant for a 
number of months. Attorneys for 
the major appeared in Washing- 


1953 dead-* 


apply- | 


ton and submitted preliminary in- | 


formation as a framework for di- | 
vorcement and divestiture. It in- | 
cluded a first tentative list of the 


(Continued on page 22) 


—_— 


UPT Granted 30-Day 
Delay in No. Car., Ala. 


United Paramount Theatres was 
handed this week a 30-day exten- 
sion to unload 14 theatres owned 
by it in North Carolina and Ala- 
bama. Originally under its decree, 
UPT was required to sell these 
houses by Saturday (3). Houses 
formerly were partnered by UPT 
with Robert Wilby and H. F. Kin- 
cey, but were later bought up in 
toto by the chain. 

Order was signed with Govern- 
consent by Federal Judge 
Alfred C. Coxe. One theatre apiece 
is located in Fayetteville, Gastonia, 
Greensboro, Raleigh, Rockingham, 
Salisbury, Chapel Hill, Concord 
and Durham in North Carolina. 
Two theatres are situated in An- 
niston, Alabama, and one each in 
Bessemer, Jasper and Montgom- 
ery, also Ala. 
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: US. Film Industry Divided on Plan 


Proposed by British Government 





SIMPP Mulls Offer 


Two full-scale meetings bv 
members of the Society of in- 
dependent Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers will probably be needed 
to mull the yes-or-no answer 
of SIMPP to the proposed new 
Anglo-American film accord. 
Ellis Arnall, head of SIMPP, 
has summoned the eastern dis- 
trib committee of the org to a 
meeting in New York tomor- 


row (Thurs.). Arnall will de- 
tail the proposal in what is 
termed “exploratory talks.” 


SIMPP prexy will then prob- 
ably plane to the Coast for 
another meet attended by pro- 


ducers. It is expected that he 
will outline the deal without 
making any personal tecom- 
mendations. Arnali made a 
hurried trip to Georgia but is 
Slated to return to N. Y. to- 
day (Wed.). 


+ 





Yank Filmites 
In a Stew At 
British Offer 


A growing reseniment against 
their offer of a new 
Anglo-U. S. film accord is evi- 
denced among American industry- 
ites during the past week. Whether 
the deal is finally accepted or not, 
there is no doubt that Yank dis- 
tribs will harbor a certain amount 
of ill feeling towards the British 
which stems from the conviction, 
expressed widely during the week, 


that the Labor government has 
sought to take unfair advantage 
over the U. S. industry. 


In a number of influential quar- 
ters, the thought given general 
currency is that the Yanks stood 
by the British during their dollar- 
starvation period but have now 
gotten the boot when the need is 
great on this side. The peeve 
against the British has grown even 
hotter in the past couple of days. 
It has been helped along by a 
Reuters dispatch from London 
pointing up the improved sterling 
standing caused by a business up- 

(Continued on page 21) 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Post-Holiday Dip Hits Biz; 


Parade; ‘Caged,’ 


Oversupply of holdovers,  ar- 
rival of summer weather and con- 
tinuation of offish show biz trend 
is giving the national first-run 
scene a very spotty appearance 
currently. Manner in which ex- 
hibs are moving pix in and out, 
striving for higher receipts, is in- 
dicated by the tact that there are 


more than 40 different films play- 
ing in.-key cities covered bs 
VARIETY this week. 

Father of Bride” (M-G), just 
getting under way on an extensive 
scale this round, is taking over 
first place. It is great to smash in 
three spots. being top grosser in 
ail three cities although a _ hold- 
over in two of them 

“Caged” (WB) is landing 
ond position, while “Colt 45” 
(WB) continues strong enough to 
wind up third “Secret Fury” 
(RKO), which has been booked for 
N. Y¥. Paramount, is _ finishing 
fourth. being much improved over 
last week Fifth money goes to 
“Asphalt Jungle’ (M-G), a new- 
comer. “Big Hangover” (M-G) is 
showing enough to cop sixth place 
while “Love That Brute” (20th) is 
seventh. 

Robinson Story” 
etship X-M” (Lip) 
master’’ ‘RKO) are 


in 


sec- 


EL to0ck- 
and “Wagon- 
rounding out 


charge that the two defendants the Big 10 list. Leading the run- 
monopolized th. Detroit booking ner-up films are “Eagle and | 
jsituation and dictated terms on pix.! Hawk” (Par), “Big Lift” (20th), 


‘Bride’ Leading B.O. 


‘Colt,’ ‘Fury’ Next Best 


“Third Man” (SRO) and “Rock Is- 
land Trail” (Rep). 
“In a Lonely Place” (Col) 


shapes as standout of newcomers, 
being bright in Chicago and hold- 
ing well in third round at N. Y. 
Paramount. “Gunfighter” (20th) 
also is faring nicely this session 
with okay week in Philly and strong 
takings in Washington “Brute,” 
another new entry, is not doing as 
well as first hinted, managing only 
seventh place currently 

fteformer and Redhead” | M-G) 
looms trim in Chicago “Johnny 
Holiday” (UA) is okay in Philly 
“No Man of Own” (Par) is rated 
good in St. Louis ‘Comanche 
Territorv’” (‘U) is doing okay in 
Frisco ‘Rosie O'Grady WB) is 
satisfactory both in Montreal and 
Seattle this frame “Kettles to 
Town” if shapes trim in Louts- 
ville and good in Seattle 

“No Sad Songs” Col looks 
neat in Louisville and okay = in 
3oston and Toronto “The Out- 
law” (RKO) is faring nicely on 
turn Louisville date ‘Kid From 
Texas” ‘U), fine in N. Y.. is oke 
in Omaha “City Lights” (UA) 
reissue! looms big in Frisco and 
okay in Washington “Fortunes 
of Capt. Blood” (Col) is satistac- 
torv in D. C., too 

(Compir te Boxroff ice Reports 

on Pages 11-13) 


ree 


than 
| this way, 


United stand of the U. S. 
dustry, 
British, 
the 
Labor 


film in- 


in its dealings with the 
been shattered 
of the British 

proposal 
Motion 


America’s prez 


has already 


by first airing 


government's by 


Eric Johnston, Picture 
Initial re- 
MPAA meet 
which heard the Johnston report 
found some of the companies favor- 
ing acceptance of the proposal as-is 
while others indicated a desire to 
continue the talks. 

Any move to clap a new ban 
against the British, reminiscent of 
the action taken two years ago, will 
not carry the full support of MPAA 
members. That impression was 
clearly given at the meet. There 
are a number of companies that 
would much prefer acceptance of 
the proposal without further pa- 
laver rather than embark on either 
a series of non-stop talks in Eng- 
land or an all-out battle. 

One big question dividing the 
majors is just how dollar credit 
would be allocated in relation to 
production in England. Those com- 
panies that have been most active 
in Britain, meaning Metro, 20th- 
Fox and Warner Bros., want each 
company treated separately rather 
the industry as a whole. In— 
a major with big produc- 
tion plans would gain a healthier 
chunk of the remittable dollars 

(Continued on page 21) 


At Least American 
Pictures Do Better 


At B.0. Than Imports 


Assn. of 


action at last week's 


Hollywood pix have suffered 
their share of b. o. setbacks in the 
past year but against the perform- 


ance of overseas film imports the 
features with made-in-U. S. labels 
show superior buoyancy. Public's 
apathy toward pix and its televi- 
sion-plus-slippers complex is di- 
rected even more strongly against 
foreign-lingo films than American 
product. That is considered one 
‘Continued on page 18) 
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FCC Raps Zenith for ‘Misleading’ Ads 


On Phonevision; 


Zenith Radio's Phonevision came * 


| 
up with a near hit and a miss last | 


week, with the FCC tossing the | 
strike by rapping Zenith for its 
allegedly misleading advertising, | 
and an unidentified major film stu- 
dio providing the near hit by re-| 
portedly prepping production of a 
number of top-budgeted pictures 
for the upcoming Phonevision tests 
in Chicago. 
Reports of the film studios in- 


terest followed a press interview 
on the Coast, in which Col. John 
Howland, who's handling the 


Phonevision negotiations for Zenith 
prez Eugene F. McDonald, refused 
to answer a point-blank question: 
exclusive 


“Aren't you making an 
deal with a major studio for the 
production of pictures for Phone- 


vision?” Howland’s “I refuse to an- 
swer that” set off a wave of spec- 
ulation and fingerpointing in Hol- 
Ivwood. It is reported that one of 
the majors has recently evinced a 
peculiar interest in Phonevision 
and has been pounding every avail- 
able source for information 

Person who asked the question 
declared later that “I knew he 
would duck that one.” He claimed 
his tip came from a meeting of 
high studio officials. On the basis 
of that. those attending the inter- 
view began knitting together the 
loose threads and came up with 
these conclusions: 

(1) That the studio in question. 
if the deal goes through and if 
Zenith gets a go-ahead from Wash- 


ington, would make pictures only 
for Phonevision; (2) that part of 
the transaction would be for the 


studio to provide Zenith with the 
$0 pictures it will need for its 
Chicago test, and that (3) inasmuch 
as McDonald would use only “new” 
pictures and reissues of past great 
ones for the Chi venture, only a 
major studio could meet = such 
exacting demands. Howland said 
Phonevision already has enough 
‘Continued on page 21) 


Portland, Ore., Lines Up 
In Pitched Battle Over 


‘Bicycle Thief’ Censoring 


Portland, Ore., 
Censorship fight over “The Bi- 
evele Thief,” prize-winning Italian 
pic, is now reaching a peak in this 
city after 
attention for the past two weeks. 
Entire city is lined up in the battle, 
which has seen the formation of 
several citizen committees 
ing charges at both the seven-man 
censorship board and the city 
council because the latter has up- 
held the board’s ukase. 

Latest development is the filing 
of a suit by Martin Foster. opera- 
tor of the Guild theatre, asking for 
an injunction to restrain’ the 
censor’s ban. The board precipi- 
tated the fight by demanding that 
Joseph Burstyn, film’s distrib, 
a sequence taking place in a Rome 
brothel. Burstyn refused to scissor 
the film, and his stand has won 
wide sympathy here. 

Clearly on the defensive. board 
justified its ruling by claiming 
only three minutes’ 
in the film would be 
However, newspapers 
picked up the story and editorial- 





June 6. 


affected. 


ized generally against all forms of | 
| total of 50. 

for a) 
Will | 
cashing in on) 


censorship. 

If Foster wins 
temporary injunction, 
open at the Guild, 
the wide publicity while the legal 
fight continues. 


his plea 
film 


Two Other Gripes 
Besides the Portland censorship 
battle, only two other locales have 


raised any objections to “The Bi- | 
cycle Thief,’ Joseph Burstyn, 
film’s distrib, said. In Baltimore, 


issue Was raised but settled before 
a serious battle developed. 
#inia state censor has ordered one 
cut, that shoWing the boy relieving 
himself, as a prerequisite to play- 
ing the film. Censor did not ob- 


ject to the brothel scene. which in- | 


cidentally has no obscene over- 
tones. 
It was these two scenes which 


touched off a battle in the Motion 


Picture Assn. of America several 
months ago. MPAA refused to 


vive the film a seal unless Burstyn 
made these cuts. He refused, how- 
ever, at that time. Dispute was 
then handed extensive publicity in 
mewspapers and magazines. 


Major Co. in Deal 


Not Cricket 
Chicago, June 6. 

A number of Zenith Radio 
execs are doing a burn at the 
FCC, 
They think it wasn’t cricket 
the Commission to release 
for publication its letter to 
Comdr. Eugene F. McDonald 
three days before he received 
it. 
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commanding front-page | 


blast- | 


cut | 


running time | 
| 250 shares, 
promptly | 


| mon, 


Vir- } 


See UA, Rep Nix Of 
MPEA in Austria, 
Following Col Cue 


Pictures has served 
notice on the Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn. that it intends to go it 
alone in Austria when the current 
deal runs, out, Sept. 1. It is ex- 
pected that both United Artists 
and Republic will follow Col’s lead 
in the European country, thereby 
furthering the process of cutting 
the MPEA’s few remaining terri- 
tories. All other distribs, includ- 
ing Metro, Paramount, 20th-Fox, 
RKO and Warner Bros., are likels 
to ride along with the MPEA in 
Austria for another vear. 

Col’s action is the latest develop- 
ment in the rapid reduction of the 
MPEA’s activities in Europe. 
Within another 12 months, it is 
probable that the overseas distrib 
wing of Motion Picture Assn. of 
America’s members will be limited 
to Iron Curtain- nations alone. Be- 
cause of crippling obstacles raised 
in these countries to normal busi- 
ness, none of the majors has shown 
any desire to pull out and conduct 
its own selling in east Europe. 

Reportedly, Col is ankling the 
MPEA in Austria so that it can sell 
its product in that country to a 
franchise-holder. Both UA and 
Rep are being motivated by the 
same reasons. While there is a 
freeze in Austria on all dollar re- 
mittances, MPEA has done well for 
iis members via compensation 

(Continued on page 63) 


APRIL-MAY PLENTY DULL 
IN SEC TRANSACTIONS 


Washington, June 6. 

The month from April 11 to May 
10 proved one of the dullest in a 
long time for film company officials 
to trade in securities of their own 
corporations, according to the 
latest report of “insider transac- 
tions” issued by the Securities & 
Exchange Commission. 

Leonard H. Goldenson. head of 
the new United Paramount The- 
atres Corp., acquired 400 shares of 
the firm’s common stock, plus ¢cer- 
tificates of interest to another 400 
shares. This gave Goldenson 400 
shares of common, certificates for 
1,450 shares, and certificates for 
held jointly with his 
wife. Walter P. Marshall of the 
United Par board, purchased 20 
shares of common, giving him a 


Columbia 





Robert E. Lehman sold 600 shares 
of 20th’s no par common, but still 
had 2,000. Harry M. Warner gave 
away 2,500 shares of WB $5 com- 
That left him with 257,250 
shares of the common, plus 16,000 
shares held under a trust account. 
Herbert E. Herrman sold 900 
shares of Trans-Lux $1 par com- 
mon, and still owns 4,100. Repub- 
lic pix’ Albert W. Lind belatedly 
reported purchase of 500 shares of 
Rep’s $1 cumulative preferred. 

On the radio side, there was 
quite a lot of selling of American 
Broadcasting Co.’s $1 par common. 
Earl E. Anderson sold 6,000 shares, 


leaving himself with 9.000, Frank 
Marx sold 300, retaining 200 
shares. John H. Norton, Jr., sold 


900 but still owns 2,100. Owen D. 
Young sold 5,000 shares and kept 
5.000. 

Harold R. Maag unleaded his 179 
shares of no par RCA common, ex- 
plaining that he had no equitable 
interest in the stock. Rebert 
Seidel purchased 100 shares of 
RCA common, which gave him a 


j total of 600. 


Pioneers Pick Fabian 


Si Fabian, circuit operator, 
been named chairman of the Mo-| 
tion Picture Pioneers’ mid-century | 
dinner planned for November by 
the group. Affair will be held at) 
the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., 
when the org taps its pioneer-of- 
the-yvear for kudoes. 


Group reports the initiation of 
/a growing Coast wing. 
‘joining are Jack Warner, 


Latest 
Henry 
Ginsberg, Cecil B. DeMilie, Sam 
Briskin and Jules White. 


‘Expendable’ Character 
Awarded 706 from M-G 
In Cut from $290,000 





St. Louis, June 6. 
A $290,000 judgment which a 
federal court jury here recently 


awarded a former army nurse for 
invasion of her privacy in Metro’s 
“They Were Expendable,” 
huddles between the 
after Federal Judge George H. 
Moore ruled that the original grant 
was excessive. 

Mrs. Beulah Greenwalt Walcher, 
the “Peggy of Corregidor,” orig- 
inally sought $400,000 damages 
from Loew's, Inc., Metro’s parent 
company. Love interest of the 
film’s “Peggy,” she charged, was 
made without her knowledge or 
consent, subjected her to public 
notoriety and _ inquisition, and 
caused her character to be cheap- 
ened. 

Reportedly the largest 
kind ever returned in a U. S. 
the verdict was described by Judge 
Moore as being “‘so excessive as to 
be necessarily the result of passion, 
prejudice and sympathy.” Mrs. 
Walcher, who was taken prisoner 
by the Japanese army when Cor- 
regidor fell, was presented as the 
heroine in *“‘Expendable.” 

Samuel H, Liebman, Mrs 
Walcher’s attorney, declared that 
both he and Mrs. Walcher “feel the 
settlement is satisfactory and that 
she has been vindicated.” Repping 
Loew's in the adjustment were J. 
Robert Rubin, company veepee and 
general counsel, and Samuel A 
Mitchell. 


of iis 
court, 





Legal Showdown On 
‘Boundaries’ Censoring 


New Orleans, June 6. 

Moving toward a legal show- 
down, attorneys for producer Louis 
de Rochemont and Film Classics 
vesterday (Monday), in U. S. cir- 
cuit court of appea's, questioned 
the constitutionality of an 
censorship ordinance which bars 


exhibition of the filmmaker’s pic- 
ture, “Lost Boundaries.” They 
argued that the ordinance vio-| 


lates de Rochemont’s constitutional 
right of tree speech and free press. 
Court reserved decision. 

De Rochemont and FC lost the 
first reund in the court battle when 


Atlanta Federal Judge M. Neil An- 
drews upheld the ban. The jurist ! 
condemned the ordinance as 


“thought contrel’ but pointed out 
that he was bound by a 1815 Su- 
preme Court decision upholding 
censorship. In a brief submitted by 
the producer’s counsel, Samuel [, 
Rosenman, it’s contended that the 
1915 decision has been overruled 
by later cases. 

Lower federal courts, Rosenman 
maintains, should recognize 
the Supreme Court now considers 
motion pictures as part of the press 


entitled to constitutional protec- 
tion. A similar stand was taken 
here last week, when the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union inter- 
vened in the case as a “friend of 
the court.” Organization’s brief 
argued that films rightfully come 


within the “free press” 
of the first 


protection 
amendment. 





Loew Returns to N.Y. 


was set- | 
tled last week for $70,000 following , 
litigants. | 
Financial adjustment came shortly | 


Atlanta | 


that | 


For ‘Teresa’ Shooting | 


Arthur M. Loew, 
chief, planed into New York this 
week after a five-week production 
stint in Italy. Loew, who is per- 
sonally producing “Teresa” for 
Metro, is setting plans to comple te | 
the lensing of the film in Gotham. 

Meanwhile, director Fred Zinne- | 
man is winding his shooting of | 
Italian scenes prior to bringing his | 
troupe back to N. Y. He will join | 
Loew within the next couple of | 


/ weeks. 


Metro's foreign | 


.. OGrady’ Tops in May at Boxoffice: 


Crawford- Damned 2d, 3dMan Cops 3d 





y - 

May’s Big 10 
“Rosie O'Grady” (WB). 
* Damned Don’t Cry” (WB). 
“Third Man” (SRO). 
*Reformer-Redhead” (M-G). 
“Comanche Territory” (U)?. 
“No Sad Songs” (Col). 
“Wabash Avenue’’(20th) 
“Cheaper by Dozen” (20th). 
“Kettles to Town” (U). 
“Big Hangover” (M-G). 


OP AIA ame wep 











Washington Won't 
Force Distrib To 


/ 


| 


| 


| Rosie O’Grady” 


Reveal Bid Terms 


Washington, June 6. 

Any exhib who journeys to 
Washington in .he hope of getting 
the Dept. of Justice behind the 
forced opening of competitive bids 
is in a disappointment. After 
a prolonged study of the question, 
the Government has reached the 
that it has no of 
regulating competitive selling. Only 
in the event that discrimination is 
demonstrated by an exhib ean he 
expect the D of J down 
on a distrib for violation of the 
anti-trust decrees. 

Hence, the campaign carried on 
by the Theatre Owners of America 
and other exhib orgs to compel a 
distrib to reveal the terms of a 
winning bid for a film is doomed to 
legal defeat. They had argued for 


for 


conviction way 


to crack 


Government support because of the | 


difficulty of proving whether a fair 
shake being handed out by a 
distrib who will not disclose the 
winning terms on a bid. 


Understood the Government 
sympathetic with this argument 
since it is conceded to be almost 
impossible to determine the fair- 
ness of competitive selling when 
terms are secret. However, it is 
said that competitive peddling of 


is 


is 


film is not part of the decree at all | 
and therefor not subject to D of J | 


supervision, 
Court decision specifically regulat- 


ing the method would open the 
door. 

As the matter now stands, a dis- 
trib must sell picture-by-picture 


and theatre-by-theatre without dis- 
crimination. So long as it follows 
that rule, the trimmings are. be- 
yond the Government's powers. 


PIC INDUSTRY PLEDGES 
$609,000 TO UJWF 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Film industry leaders pledged a 
total of $609,000 to the United Jew- 
ish Welfare Fund at a dinner at 
which the principal speakers were 
Henry Ford 2d and Mrs. Golda 
Mverson, Israe!’s Minister of La- 
bor. 

Top donor 
with a 
heavy donations were: 
MCA; $40,000 by 
Schenck ; $25,000 by 
$25,000 by Jack Benny; 
Hal Wallis. 





was Jack L. Warner 
$50,000 by 
Joseph M. 
Jay Paley; 


and $10,000 each 
Darryl F. Zanuck, Edward Small. 
Henry Ginsberg. Edward G. Rob- 
inson and Abe Lastfogel. 





N. Y. to Europe 
Jack Benny 
Bernard Bernardi 
Leo Cohen 
Alice Faye 
D. J. Goodlatte 
Uta Hagen 
Phil Harris 
Jeanette Kamins 
Alfred Katz 
Ray Lev 
Mary Livingstone 
George Mathews 
lielen Menken 
Arthur Obertelder 
Regina Resnick 
Marvin Rothenberg 
Italo Tajo 
Ernest Thesiger 
Arturo Toscanini 


pledge of $100,000. Other. 


$12,500 by | 
by | 


Only a new Supreme |! 


The promise shown on _ initial 
playdates late in April was con- 
' firmed last month by “Daughter of 
(WB), enabling 
this colorful musical to become na- 
tional boxoffice champion for May. 


VARIETY correspondents in some 
24 key cities reveal that the 
Warner Technicolor production, 


which had such a long run at the 
N. Y. Music Hall, seldom turned 
in a disappointing week. Its 
strength in the face of widespread 
boxoffice weakness last month was 
all the more remarkable consider- 
ing a rather doubtful title box- 
office-wise. 

Second best was “Damned Don't 
Cry” (WB), attesting to the sus- 
tained popularity of Joan. Craw- 
ford, star of pic. “Third Man” 
‘SRO) pushed up from fourth to 
take a strong third. Fourth money 


was captured by “Reformer and 

Redhead” (M-G), which also 

showed promise late in April. 
“Comanche Territory” ‘U), an- 


other singled out as having possi- 
bilities despite the plethora of 
yesterns, finished fifth, although it 
did not have the advantage of ma- 
jor affiliate circuit mass bookings. 
“So Sad Songs For Me” (Col), ad- 
mittedly a toughie to sell, wound 
up sixth. 

“Wabash Avenue” (20th). getting 
started last month, took over 
seventh slot as it developed spot- 
tiness when general b.o. weakened. 
“Cheaper by Dozen” (20th), a 
strong second in April, still had 
enough stamina via additional 
bookings and holdovers to finish 
eighth. “Kettles Go to Town” (U), 
which was 10th in April, won ninth 

(Continued on page 20) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Tod Andrews 
Edgar Bergen 
Lloyd Bridges 
Oleg Cassini 
Lou Costello 
J. Cheever Cowdin 
Hume Cronyn 
Bob Crosby 
Oscar de Mejo 
Alfred Drake 

v Feuer 
John K. Ford 

Ben Goetz 
William Holden 
Josephine Hull 
George Jessel 
Danny Kaye 
Peter Lawford 
Anatole Litvak 
Gordon MacRae 
Robert V. Newman 
Tyrone Power 
Bob Roberts 
Al Rosen 
Cornelia Otis Skinner 
William Talman 
Dan S. Terrell 
Jane Wyman 
Collier Young 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Barney Balaban 
Sid Blumenstock 
Vera Caspary 
Alex Cohen 
Valentina Cortese 
Jorja Curtright 
Bill Doll 

Nanette Fabrav 
Marty Friedman 
Bert Friedlob 

1. G. Goldsmith 
Monroe Goodman 
Russell Holman 
John Huston 
Robert Lantz 
Jack Maas 

Sid Mesibov 
Oscar Morgan 
Mort Nathanson 
Ted O’Shea 

Hugh Owen 
Louis Phillips 
Jerry Pickman 
Anthony Quinn 
Paul A. Raibourn 
A. W. Schwalberg 
Dave Tebet 
George Weltner 
Max E. Youngstein 
Adolph Zukor 


Europe to N. Y. 
Lee Eastman 
Mischa Elman 
Lee Gersten 
Max Gordon 
Louis Lazar 
Arthur M. Loew 
Lyn & Margot 
John G. McCarthy 
Joan Personnette 
Phil Reisman 
Romayne & Brent 
Hugh Williams 
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PIC CHIEFS EYE 


Reopened Talks With France Seek 
Better Import Deal for Yank Films 


A five-year agreement made with 


the French government in 1948, 


for importing U. S. pix by France, | 


will be reopened this month by 
the American film companies for | 
further negotiation. That such a 


step will be made was revealed by 
John G. McCarthy, Motion Picture 
Assn. of America veepee in charge 
of international affairs, upon his 
arrival in New 


(Tues.) on the Queen Mary after | 
a 10-week continental business 
junket. 


Terms of the 1948 pact permit 
the U. S. majors to send over 110 
films annually while independents 
are allowed 11. MeCarthy expressed 
hope that the forthcoming discus- 


sions would result in the admission | 


York yesterday | 





+ 


Lippert Ist Convention 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Lippert Pictures exec sales staff 
and exchange managers will hold 
their first national convention, at 
the Blackstone hotel, Chicago, 
June 10-11. Attending will be 
Robert L. Lippert. general sales 
manager Arthur Greenblatt, exec 
veepee William M. Pizor, assistant 
| sales manager Al Grubstick and 
| midwest dtvision manager Harris 
| dPudelson, plus exchange managers 
of all 28 domestic Lippert branches. 
| They'll discuss sales policy on 
i *“Rocketship XM,” “Return of 
| Jesse James” and coming yéar’s 
| product. 





of more Yank product as well as | 


a reduction in the playing time 
quota. The 1948 accord may be re- 
opened any year prior to July l 
providing 60 days’ notice is given 
either party. 

An import situation in 
which has plagued the majors for 
several years may 
McCarthy disclosed. 
bring in toreign product are now 
vested in the hands of native pro- 
ducers. Recently, he said, the cost 


of these permits to the majors have | 


risen to.such fantastic levels as 
900,000 pesetas ($21,000). 

In an attempt to divorce the 
licensing system from Spanish pro- 
ducers and place it in the hands of 
the government, McCarthy and 
other MPAA toppers plan to con- 


fer with Spain’s Minister of Trade | 


and Commerce, Tomas Suner, who 
is now in Washington to negotiate 
an agreement on commercial air 


travel, It’s also hoped that the ex- | 


cessive prices placed on the li- 
censes will be pared to more rea- 
sonable amounts. 

Prospects of a new film agree- 
ment with Italy are also within the 
realm of possibility. McCarthy 
noted that he brought back propo- 

(Continued on page 63) 





Paramount Meet To 
Review System Of 
Flat Sale to Indies 


Paramount's trial run in the past 
12 months on a system for selling 
product flat to small indie exhibs 
comes up for review and possible 


expansion during the major’s up- | 


coming national convention in Los 
Angeles next week. Plan, which 


has been proffered to 3,200 exhibs | 
in its first year, has been accepted 
by 2.600 accounts, according to Al- | 


fred W. Schwalberg, Par’s distri- | 
bution veepee. 
Under the Paramount system, 


entire company lineup of films for 
six-seven months are sold to small- 
fry operators at flat rentals. Pix 
are bought in a group (as distin- 
guished from block-booking), with 
the exhib getting a standard 20° 
cancellation privilege. Billed as a 
“security plan” because of its in- 
surance of a steady supply of cellu- 
loid, plan has worked out well for 
both exhibs and the distrib, 
Schwalberg said. 

Also up for study during the 
LL. A. conclave is future handling 
of “Samson and Delilah,” Par’s 
current heavy grosser. 
release engagements, “Samson” 
has corralled some $4,000,000 in 
distrib rentals. After completing 
its pre-release playdate commit- 
ments, film will be withdrawn for 
a number of months before going 
into general release. 

Top sales and ad-pub execs have 
already started their Coast trek in 
preparation for the meet. Confab 
of division sales chiefs is slated for 
this week in L. A. to map the pre- 

(Continued on page 63) 





Keyes in Deal 
Hollywood, June 6. 
UI inked Evelyn Keyes to mul- 
tiple picture deal, starting with 
co-starring role with Jeff Chandler 
in “Smuggler’s Island.” 


Spain | 


be adjusted, | 
Licenses to 


On its pre-! 


Siritzkys, Back To 


France, Suspend 
N.Y. Operations 


Siritzky International 
| has suspended operations at its 
|New York office, it was learned 
| this week, following the departure 
of Leon Siritzky and his sons, Sam 
and Joseph, to France. However, 
Sam Siritzky may return to the 
U. S. before the end of the month, 
/according to a close associate of 
| the family. 


Recently the Siritzkys sald some | 


20 French films to foreign picture 
distrib Irvin Shapiro on a “sub- 
distribution” deal. Distinguished 
Films also took over their “Scan- 
dals of Clochemerle.” Several 
weeks ago they withdrew as op- 
erators of the Ambassador theatre, 
N. Y. 

Early this spring disclosure of 
the product sale to Shapiro touch- 
/ed off reports that the Siritzkys 
| were going out of business. This 
|; was denied by Sam Siritzky, who 
emphasized that the firm would 
\ oomdaue in the distribution field. 
| As for exhibition, he said, his com- 
_ pany would resume theatre opera- 
| tions when economic conditions im- 
| prove. 





One Time Hughes Won't 
Be Pinched for Speeding 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Like a team of collegiate track- 
men, Howard Hughes’ producers 
and directors are straining to 
break speed records for Dear Old 
| RKO. 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
} 
| 


ture, “Seven Witnesses,” recently 
completed in 11 davs, a new low 
'for an RKO feature. Film 


made by Lewis Rachmil, who also | 


| shot “Bunco Squad” in 13 days and 
|is currently shooting “Crackdown” 
'on a schedule of 12 days, or less. 

| Extra speed is the result of care- 
|ful preparation and rehearsing. 

| Stanley Rubin is 
| “Target” and “The Man 
| Found” on 13-day skeds. 
|Holt westerns, once requiring 15 
days, have been reduced to nine. 


He 


| 





|Lopert to France For 


Ilva Lopert. head of Lopert 
Films, shoves off today (Wed.) for 


France to be on hand for a single- | 


| shot showing of “Women Without 
| Names,” newly-produced pic, at the 
| Paris Grand Opera house, June 22. 


| Unusual screening is the result of | 


| an invitation by the French Acade- 
imy of Arts 


“Women” wa&s filmed 
with Lopert and Geza Rodvani as 
|co-producers and the latter as di- 
/rector. Starring Valentina Cortese 
and Simone Simon, film is 60% in 
| English with the remaining footage 
‘in eight other languages. Lopert 


Non-exclusive pact calls for nine releases “Women” in the U.S. in 
pix during next seven years. 


‘the fall. 


Pictures | 


Shooting time has been re-'! 
| duced to a minimum with one pic- | 


was | 


producing | 


Tim | 


‘Command’ Performance | 


and the Minister of, 
| Education. It is the equivalent to a | 
| command performance in Britain. | 
in Italy , 


PARLEYS HEL 


| 
| 


OTUDY PROBLEMS 


} 

a ae p 
| Underlining the sagging domestic 
| grosses which are proving to be the 
|prime worry of major 
toppers, the latter are now turning 
their attention to problem of dis- 
tribution overhead. Series of meets 
by. company heads are currently 
under way to study proposals for 
chopping distrib costs to fit them 
into the pattern of current reve- 
nues. One plan which may be re- 
vived, if the boxoffice fails to rally 
during the hot-weather stretch, is 
for the pooled use by majors of 
| shipping facilities and the physical 
handling of pix throughout the 
country. 

Another drastic change to slash 
overhead stems from the switch- 
over from nitrate to safety acetate 
film, which will be an accomplished 
|fact by July 1. Majors are hoping 
|to slice the terrific expenses in- 
volved in fireproofed separate ex- 
changes by moving to ordinary 
office space over the period of sev- 
eral years. 

In the exploratory talks of the 
company presidents, that contin- 





ble. 
expire, the move will be made on a 
wholesale basis. Separate buildings 
plus fireproofed vaults have been 
(Continued on page 22) 


Will Hays Just 
~ Won't Be Rushed 


} 





| All attempts by major companies 
|to prod Will Hays into an arbitra- 
| tion decision on the now one-year- 
|old dispute over allocation of 
| French dollar revenues have been 
'blandly parried by the erstwhile 
| prez of the Motion Picture Assn. 
| of America. Hays refuses to be 
| hurried although he has been pres- 
| sured increasingly to announce his 
i findings. Several of the smaller 
| companies contend they could now 
| use the cash to good advantage. 
| Involved in his decision is some 
| $1,800,000 which has been collect- 
| ing interest as escrow funds for 
{the past 12 months. Hays was 
| named by the MPAA just a year 
| ago. He held lengthy hearings for 
; Six months and then reserved his 
decision. Briefs were filed many 
| months ago. 
| Argument first arose under the 
| Franco-American film pact, which 
| permitted the Yank distribs to con- 


vert frozen francs into dollars up | 


to a certain percentage. Some of 
| the companies had eaten up their 
|francs in local production and 
other uses before the deal was 
signed. It was their 
that they should still retain the 
| Same percentage of total dollar re- 
mittances regardless. Other ma- 
jors opposed this view and the en- 
| tire argument was then dumped in 
Hays’ lap. . 
Companies are divided four- 
against-four in the hassle. 


LOST DAMAGES CASE 2 
_ YEARS AGO; SUES AGAIN 


Rochester, N. Y., June 8. 
Question before the house here 
is how many times must an exhib 
be beaten in an anti-trust action? 
Rivoli Operating Co. lost a jury 
case for $2,500,000 treble-damages 
in Buffalo two years ago against 
the eight majors. Rivoli is now 
back in the federal district court 
asking for an injunction and decla- 
|ratory judgment against the same 
defendants. Exhib claims that he 
was only licked on the question of 
damages but not on the injunction 
phase of his case. 





reserved decision on a plea. by the 
defendants to dismiss Rivoli’s new 
suit on the ground that the case 
has been tried once. Company law- 
years, including Louis Frohlich and 
George Raftery, argued hotly for 
the dismissal charging double jeop- 
ardy. Decision would have a bear- 
ing on actions pending elsewhere 
‘against distribs. 


company | 


gency has been accepted as inevita- | 
As leases to these exchanges | 


contention | 


Federal Judge Harold Burke has | 








Col’s 7 June Starters 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Two pictures went into work af 
Columbia this week, with five more 
lined up to start in the next 10 
days. Monday’s starters were 
Johnny Weissmuller’s “Pygmy 
land” and Charles Starrett’s gal- 
loper, “Raiders of Tomahawk 
Creek.” 

Going into action next week are 
“The Hero,” “Santa Fe,” “Gene 
Autry and the Mounties.” “Coun- 
terspy Meets Scotland Yard” and 
“Born Yesterday,” which starts on 
location in Washington, D. C. 


RKO Stockholder 
Fight Expected At 
Meeting in July 


RKO’s annual stockholder meet, 
at which a fight is expected to de- 
velop over Howard Hughes’ strat- 
egy in postponing divorcement, 
! will be held during July in New 
| York. Noah Dietrich, RKO board 
| chairman and a close associate of 
‘Hughes, dominant RKO stock- 
holder, planed to the Coast over 
the weekend after arranging for 
the meet. Dietrich also studied 
offers made by Joseph Schenck, 
Harry Brandt and others for the 
Hughes block of stock in the RKO 
theatre chain. 

As for the stockholder meet, 
RKO management will seek ap- 
proval of the latest delay in sepa- 
rating the theatre wing from the 
production-distribution unit. Fed- 
eral court recently extended the 
deadline for a splitup until Jan. 1, 
1951. 

Battle over the postponement is 
a foregone conclusion since a num- 
ber of fairly substantial stockhold- 
ers opposed the delay during the 
court hearing. Because of their 
gripes, RKO then promised the 
court to obtain approval of the 
stockholders. That step is con- 
sidered necessary since the plan of 
reorganization originally okaved by 
the court called for final breakup 
in 1949. 

Meanwhile. RKO’s board con- 
tinues a scrambling process started 

| (Continued on page 63) 
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Selznick to Huddle 
On European Prod. 


David O. pelznick planed into 
New York yesterday (Tues.) trom 





Europe for a 10-day stay in the 
U. S. Selznick is attending the 


graduation of his son, Jeffrey, to- 
‘day (Wed.) at the Deerfield acad- 
emy, Deerfield, Mass. He then re- 
turns to Gotham for huddles with 
h.o execs on his production plans 
{in Europe. 

While in the States, indie pro- 
ducer will confab with Mannie 
Reiner, D.O.S. aide who has been 
summoned from a three-month trek 
through Latin America for the con- 
clave. Reiner arrives in this coun- 
try Monday (12). 

Selznick’s early return to Europe 
is dictated by the need to prep re- 
takes in England on “Gone to 
Earth,” film produced by Sir Alex- 
ander Korda in which D.O.S. has 
Western Hemisphere rights. Pro- 
ducer is also readying several films 
to be lensed on the Continent. 


Robert W. Selig Again 


Elected Denver U. Prez 


Denver, June 6. 

Robert W. Selig, exec assistant 
to Frank H. (Rick! Ricketson, Jr., 
head of Fox-Intermountain The- 
'atres, last week was reelected for 
a third term as prez of the U. of 
Denver. 

Selig, 39, is the youngest presi- 
‘dent of a major university. 





SALES COST CUTS 


() Distribs Weigh Wider Clearances 
As a Solution to Sliding Grosses 


¢ Revulsion is setting in among 
major distribs toward the bone- 
deep cutting of clearances which 


swept the country a year ago. With 
the hunt on to find a reason for 
Sliding pie grosses, the clearance 
situation is taking another inspec- 
tion from distrib toppers. A swing 


back toward wider clearance be- 
tween first-runs and subsequent 
bookings as the best bulwark to 


the present price structure is now 
being weighed. 

Tipoff to the new reversal of 
trend is expected to generate first 
in Philadelphia. In that city, 20th- 
Fox is expected to install without 
fanfare longer clearances than the 
drastically-curtailed present time- 
table. In defense to any squawks, 
20th will likely argue that its cuts 
of a year ago were a test which 
failed to pay off. 

If the retreat sets in as now ap- 
pears likely, it will be as a first line 
of defense to the threat of wide- 
scale price cuts by deluxe houses. 
The first-runs are finding the going 
particularly rough because the few 
days’ lapse between first and sec- 
ond playdates has proven too thin 
to justify the differential in scales. 
With a price-conscious public, the 
filmgoers are staying away from 
mainstem houses increasingly on 
the theory they can see the pic for 
half the price without much wait- 
ing. 

One big factor which would slow 
the lengthening of clearances is 
the growing body of anti-trust de- 
crees. These provide that clear- 
ances must be reasonable. More- 
over, they put the burden of proof 
to that effect on the distribs. Clear- 
ances, incidentally, are intended to 
protect the exhib, not the distrib, 
under recent court decisions. 

It is on that hook, however, that 
distribs would hang their reasons 
for stretching the time-lag. They 
intend to argue that §first-run 
houses are evidencing a bad slump, 
partly because clearances are now 
insufficient. Broadway, for in- 
stance, testifies to that fact. Dis- 
tribs would have no difficulty in ob- 
taining Broadway management's 
testimonial support. 


Korda, Selznick Seek 


Patterson Clarification 
On Arbitration Ruling 


Attorneys for Sir Alexander 
Korda and David O. Selznick will 
go before former Secretary of War 
Robert P. Patterson this week to 
ask for clarification of his arbitra- 
‘tion ruling in the long-standing 
battle between the two indie pro- 
ducers. Korda wants to know 
whether he must deliver the nega- 
tive of “Gone to Earth” before re- 
takes are made in England, or 
after. Meanwhile, Federal Judge 
Irving Kaufman has been request- 
ed to hold off on confirming the 
award pending clarification. 

Korda is prepared to go ahead 
with the retakes without delay. 
British filmmaker will take no ap- 
peal from the Patterson ruling 
since in arbitration only technical 
grounds are available. Moreover, 
Britisher does not regard the de- 
cision 2s unfavorable since Patter- 
son held the retakes to three 
scenes, although D.O.S. originally 
demanded extensive reshooting. 

According to a Korda rep, it will 
take only two days to finish up 
“Gone” in line with the Patterson 
ruling. D.O.S. and Jennifer Jones 
(Mrs. Selznick’) will trek to Eng- 
land shortly from the Continent to 
take the new scenes. Selznick and 
Korda share equally in the costs. 


Umbreit Leaves RKO 


Kenneth B. Umbreit, vet attor- 
ney with RKO, who acted as both 
assistant secretary and copyright 
expert, has resigned. Umbreit will 
go into private practice in New 
York, handling copyright, corpo- 
rate and general law. 

Attorney, who has been with 
RKO since 1930, has served on the 
copyright committee of the New 
York Bar Ass’n and also handled 
}RKO’s legit ventures on Broadway. 
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~ MY FRIEND IRMA GOES west | . 


A HAL WALLIS PRODUCTION 


FANCY PANTS COLOR BY TECHNICOLOR 1 
PRODUCED BY ROBERT Le ae 


THE LAWLESS ae. 


| co, SEE 


: COPPER ¢ CANYON « COLOR BY TECH NICOLOR ‘ 


PRODUCED BY MEL EPSTEIN 
MR. MUSIC PRODUCED BY" ROBERT 1. WELCH 






TRIPOLI COLOR BY TECHNICOLOR  - | 
PRODUCED BY WILLIAM H. PINE & WILLIAM C. THOMA 
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COVERING ALL THE DETAILS OF ALL THESE 
| UNPARALLELED ATTRACTIONS, ALL OF WHICH ARE 
NOW FINISHED OR BEFORE THE CAMERAS: 























PRODUCED BY ROBERT FELLOWS 


PRODUCED BY ROBERT FELLOWS 


A HAL WALLIS PRODUCTION 


fA PLACE IN THE SUN LET'S DANCE coor By TECHNICOLOR 
CTION A GEORGE STEVENS PRODUCTION 
2 BEYOND THE SUNSET : UNITED STATES MAIL 
NELCH PRODUCED BY IRVING ASHER 
i THE GREAT MISSOURI RAID SEPTEMBER AFFAIR 
1OMASH COLOR BY TECHNICOLOR PRODUCED BY NAT HOLT 
oon’ SUNSET BOULEVARD | DARK CITY 
PSTEIN PRODUCED BY CHARLES BRACKETT . 
| A RELATIVE STRANGER 
NELCH THE FURIES A HAL WALLIS PRODUCTION (TENTATIVE TITLE) PRODUCED BY CHARLES BRACKETT 
UNION STATION MR. AND MISS ANONYMOUS 
1OMAS PRODUCED BY JULES SCHERMER (TENTATIVE TITLE) A GEORGE STEVENS PRODUCTION 


atio’ 3rosser—Cecil B. DeMille’s Masterpiece ‘SAMSON AND DELILAH” 


Color by Technicolor 


A HAL WALLIS PRODUCTION * 
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The Next Veice You Hear 
Hollywood, June 3. 


Metro release of Dore Schary produc- 
tion. Features James Whitmore, Nancy 
Davis. Directed by William A. Wellman. 


Written by Charles Schnee; suggested by | 


a story by George Sumner Albee. Cam- 
era, William Mellor; editor, John Dun- 
ning; music, David Raksin. Tradeshown | 


May 31. ’50. Running time, 82 MINS. 
Joe Smith, American... 





oS | eee Naney Davis 
a era * Gary Gray 
Aunt Ethel Lillian Bronson 
Mr. Brannan Art Smith 
Pan SED cheep bade dsakes Tom D’Andrea 
fy Rr Jeff Corey 


If ever a picture rated the must- 
see lists, “The Next Voice You 
Hear” is it. The stirring drama of 
renewal of faith in God has sim- 
plicity and is told in rich, warm, 
human terms. It’s a top booking 
for any theatre, with a surpris- 
ingiy potent grossing potential. 
Even if it never returns a dollar 
of profit, the makers would still be 
richly rewarded with the pride of 
accomplishment. 

This unusual picture experience, 
so beautifully handled in the un- 
derstanding writing, direction and 
pias ing, was suggested by George 
Sumner Albee’s story of what hap- 
pened to the peoples of the world 


when God reminds them that there, 


is more to life than what they are 
getting out of it. In writing it for 
the screen, Charles Schnee pin- 
points the message on the more in- 
timate level of a small family and 
its reaction to the voice that spoke 
out to the universe each” evening 
for six days. It’s great screenwrit- 
ing. 

Another “great” is William A. 
Wellman’s direction. He mirrors 
perfectly family relationships in a 
home where love’ predominates. 
The screen has never had a better 
example of husband-wife affection 
and understanding than that which 


Wellman builds between James 
Whitmore and Nancy Davis, the 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Smith, Amer? 


cans, of the script. And they play 
it to boff results. Where “Veice” 
registers is that it socks its preach- 


ment without preaching, The'~’s 
no Holy-Joe pulpiting. Fou fe 
carries a hearty load of warm, 


earthy humor that adds to the po- 
tency of the story-telling. 
Whitmore and Miss Davis are 
average Americans, living a quiet 
life and enjoying the small pleas- 
ures permitted by their income. 
They have a son, Gary Gray, and 
another child is on the way. One 
night a voice suddenly speaks out 
from the radio, a voice that is 
heard all over the world. It speaks 
again the second night, and the 
third, fourth, fifth and sixth. Fear 


follows the first reaction of skep- | 


ticism, but gradually the message 


gets over to the people that God | 


wants man to get right with his 
fellow and practice love and kind- 
ness. 

Wellman’'s direction turns scene 


after scene into actual slices of life. | 


Miss Davis’ obvious pregnancy, the 
little bits of business between her 
and Whitmore, and with young 
Gray, ring true. There is Whit- 
more’s regular morning adventure 
with his car and a traffic cop. His 
friends at the factory, Tom D’An- 
drea and Jeff Corey, are real, as 
are Art Smith, the grumpy boss, 
and Lillian Bronson, the frigid 
maiden aunt. Whitmore has one 
big drunk scene with two uncred- 
ited players that’s another high- 
light. 

Dore Schary rates a very fancy 


credit for tackling the offbeat sub- | 


ject, and he has achieved it with 
taste and simple dignity. Contrib- 
uting to the practically flawless 
value of the entire production are 
William Mellor’s lensing, the edit- 
ing by John Dunning, the musie by 
David Raksin and all the other 
technical adjuncts. Brog. 


Winchester °73 


Universal-International release of Aaron 
Rosenberg production. Stars 
Stewart, Shelley Winters, Dan Duryea, 
Stephen McNally; features Millard “Miteh- 
e)l. Directed by Anthony Mann. Screen- 
play, Robert L. Richards, Borden Chase, 
from story by Stuart N. Lake: eamera, 
William Daniels, editor, Edward Curtiss; 


music, Joseph Gerstenson. Tradeshown | 
in - ¥. June ‘30. Running time, 
92 MINS. 

Lin McAdam ........... James Siewart 


Shelley Winters 
' Dan Durvea 
. Stephen MeNally 


Lola Manners 2A 
Waeo Johnny Dean ... 
Dutch Henry Brown... 


i erie Millard Mitchell 
Steve MAISP. 6. cc ccccesecs Charles Drake 
Joe Lamont ae LETT ee Ce John Metintire 
Wrait L., EEE E Te Will Geer 
Set. Wilkes...... rene Te Jay C. Flippen 
DIMM MEE dk aeccha kann: Rock Hudson 
Jack Riker John Alexander 
Wesley Steve Brodie 
Ww heeler James Millican 
Latigo Me Abner Biberman 
Doan Anthony Curtis 


Crator James Best 





James Stewart, coming up: with 
his first real western sinee the 
mcmorable “Destry Rides Again” 
{L) of 10 years ago, has another 
winner in “Winchester °73.” Film 
has plenty of action and color, plus 
authentic mood and suspense, for 
g00d results at the b.o. 

_ ‘2 seripting, casting and diree- 
tien, pie shows results of careful 
aitention and grade-A treatment. 
Story attracts from its very first 
scones, to hold one absorbed to the 
finish. There are only one or two 
Sputs where interest may sag a 





James Whitmere | 


James | 
'he came to be in the predicament. | 


bit, but these moments are few 
‘and brief. Atmosphere is height- 
ened by excellent scenic shots, 
though the latter aren’t used for 
their own sake or allowed to 
intrude into the story. effect. 
Result is a thoroughly enjoyable 
western, of superior quality. 


on the search of Lin McAdam 
(James Stewart) for the cow- 
‘'ardly murderer of his father. Not 
until the closing scenes is 
revealed that the murderer 
Lin’s own brother, 
(‘Stephen McNally), 
the tension of the finish, a 
gun-duel between the pair on a 
mountain-top. Film opens with Lin 


and his friend, High Spade ‘Millard | 


Mitchell), riding into Dodge City 
in time for a July 4 celebration. 
Big event is a rifle match, with first 
prize a priceless “one of a 1,000” 
1873 model Winchester rifle. Fi- 
nalists prove to be Lin and his 
brother Dutch, with 

Dutch, however, 
the precious rifle, which passes 
through various hands—ineluding 
a marauding Indian chief, a rascal- 
ly guntrader, and a couple of bank 
robbers—before Lin finally gets it 


back. All this is backgrounded 
with full action—an Indian raid 
on a small U.S. cavalry encamp- 


ment, an attempted bank holdup, 
the burning of a ranch house to 
capture some bandits, and the final 


duel between the brothers. 
Stewart brings real flavor and 
appeal to the role of Lin, in a 
lean, concentrated portrayal that 
is completely convincing. He's 


supported by a cast that, even in| 


the bit roles, makes each character 
a standout. McNally is hard and 
unbending as the runaway, patri- 
cidal brother. Mitchell lends 
warmth as Stewart's loyal hench- 
man and friend. 
is just sufficiently hard-bitten and 


cynical. as the dancehall girl 
mauled about by sheriffs and 
bandits. Dan Duryea comes into 


the film in its latter part only as 
a trigger-happy cutthroat, but 
makes each appearance felt. 
Will Geer, as the sharp-eyed, 
soft-tongued marshal of 
City; John Mclintire, as a rascally 
Indian trader; John Alexander, as 


a barkeep, and Jay C. Flippen, as | 
full- | 


a cavalry sergeant, make 
bodied portraits out of brief roles. 
Direction and pace are on a par 
with performances, Bron. 


This Side ef the Law 
Hollywood, May 30. 


Warners release of Saul Elkins produc- 
tion. Stars Viveea Lindfors, Kent Smith, 
| Jonis Paige. Robert Douvlas. Directed by 
Richard Bare. Screenplay, Russell 
Hughes; story, Richard Sale; camera, Carl 
| Guthrie; music, William Lava; editor, 
Frank Magee. YTredeshown May 50. 
Running time, 74 MINS. 
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ee are errr Viveea Lindfors 
Boos Be ere Kent Smith 
ae ee Janis Paige 
Bae oe eee Robert Doulas | 
Ce Ne See ee John Alvin 
cy |. SR Monte Blue 
| BERES TROOPER. 6 cc cc ccce ss Frances Morris 


“Law” is a medium-budgeted 


' melodrama with mild business out- | 


'look in general market. Plot gets 


| away to good start but footage fails | 


|to maintain suspenseful promise, 
| resulting in only moderate enter- 
| tainment values. 

Tricky setup has Kent Smith, as 
the hero, finding himself mas- 
querading as a man missing for 
nearly seven years. Talked into 


Douglas) presumably to protect a 
rich estate, Smith finds 
with a ready-made, but not a lov- 
ing spouse, a brother who hates 
him and a sister-in-law who eyes 
him romantically. 

Script by Russell Hughes draws 
too many complications, and Rich- 
‘ard Bare’s direction does little to 
clarify many plot tangents. 

Film opens with Smith in an 
abandoned cistern, narrating how 


| 


There's a fiashbaek over a two- 
, week period and as story unfolds 


Story is centered on a manhunt, | 


it | 
is | 
Dutch | 
to heighten | 


Lin winning. | 
makes off with | 


Shelley Winters | 


Dodge | 


disguise by a suave lawyer ‘Robert | 


himself | 











Four Days’ Leave 

“Four Days’ Leave,” 
though Swiss-made, is an all- 
English dialog film. Reviewed 
in Varrety from Zurich, Dec, 
28, 1949, under its original, 
title, “Swiss Tour,” pic was 
tabbed by reviewer Mezo as 
being a “nice, clean exploit- 
able comedy that should go 
well in the U. S. due to its 
entirely English dialog and 
the name of Cornel Wilde for 
the marquee.” Opening at 
the Palace theatre, N. Y., to- 
morrow ‘Thurs.), picture con- 
cerns itself with a U.S. sailor 
on leave in SWitzerland, who 
falis in love with a Swiss 
watchmaker’s daughter. 

sesides Wilde, ‘film stars 
French actresses Josette Day 
and Simone Signoret. Review 
also noted film contains some 
beautifully lensed skiing scenes 
that should please oversers. 
Picture is being released in 
the U. S. by Eagle Lion Clas- 
Sics. 








Miniature Reviews 


“The Next Voice You Hear” 
(MG). Stirring drama of faith 
in God, beautifully done; a 
must-see. 

“Winchester °73” (U-D. 
James Stewart in flavorsome 
western of post-Civil War days; 
set for good b.o. returns. 

“This Side of the Law” (WB). 
Only fair melodrama for gen- 
eral situations. 

“Spy Hunt” (U). Suspense- 
ful melodrama _ with _profit- 
able outlook. 

Destination Murder” (RKO), 
Program melodrama for lower- 
cace bookings. 

“The Iroquois Trail” (UA). 
George Montgomery and | 
Brenda Marshall in western of 
British-French struggle of 
1700’s in America; modest en- 
trv. 

“Colorado Ranger” (Lip- 
pert). Badly made oater in 
the Jimmy Ellison-Russ Hay- 
den series. 











it becomes evident Douglas has. 
misused the estate and plans to 
kill Smith and the heirs to -cover | 
his misdeeds as well as earlier 
murder of man being impersonated. 
Lot of scuffling on eliffs and lurk- 
ing figures in dark gardens are 
main devices used for suspense, 
without much success. Cistern | 
scenes come off better, principally | 
because of Smith’s  suecessful | 
struggle to escape and foil Dou- | 
glas’ plot. 

Cast is competent with material 
given them, with Smith eoming off | 
best. Viveca Lindfors’ talent has 
litt'e chance to exert itself in role 
of the wife. Janis Paige, the sis- 
ter-in-law; John Alvin, the broth- | 
er, and Douglas are oka”. Saul | 
Elkins’ production features low- 
key lensing by Carl Guthrie and 
moody music score by William 
| Lava. Brog. 


Spy Hunt 
Hollywood, June 3. 


Universal release of Ralph Dietrich pro- | 
' duction. Stars Howard Duff, Marta Toren, 
Philip Friend, Rebert Douglas, Philip | 
Dorn, Walter Slezak, Kurt Kreuger; fea- 
tures Aram Kateher, Directed by George 
Shermiun. Screenplay, George Zuckerman, | 
Leonard Lee; based on the book, “Pan- | 
ther’s Moon,” by Victor Canning; camera, | 


Semmes 


Irving Glassberg: editor, Ted J. Kent. 
Reviewed June 3, ‘30. Running time, 
74 MINS. 


Howard Duff 
Marta: Toren | 
Philip Friend | 
Robert Douglas 

Philip Dorn 
Walter Slezak 
Kurt Kreuger | 
Aram Katcher 


Roger Quain 
Catherine Ullven 
Chris Denson 
Stephen Paradou 
Paul Kopel 
Deetor Stahl 
Captain Haimer 
SE F400 40:5 5. aK He KK 


| Spies and counterspies run ram- 
pant through “Spy Hunt,” a very 
good thriller that should enjoy a 
profitable playoff in the general 
situation where audienees buy sus- 
penseful screen entertainment. An 
,able cast and tight direction, aj 
_good story and expert technical 
|assists make this one an attention- 
hotder for the action-meller fan. 

Script is based on Victor Can- | 
ning’s novel, “Panther’s Moon,” | 
and plot deals with Howard Duff's 
involvement in European espio- 
nage while caring for two black 
panthers. Marta Toren i. the beau- 
tiful agent for a European democ- 
|racy who tries to smuggle film of 
an assussination out of Europe by 
concealing the footage in the gol- | 
lar of one of the felines. 

Enemy agents, expertly portray- | 
ed by Philip Friend, Robert Doug- 
las and Philip Dorn, p'ay fast and 
loose with Duff and Miss Toren in 
an effort to seize the incriminating 
pix. They wreck the car carry- | 
ing the panthers and both sides 
hunt down the beasts in the Swiss 
mountains. Elements of danger and 
Suspense are always present in 
George Sherman’s fast, exciting di- 
|; rection, making the 74 minutes of 
‘running time seem relatively brief, 
before the heavies are killed off 
and the film saved. 

There's a tight scripting job by 
George Zuckerman and Leonard 
Lee, neatly dialoged and with a) 
good romantic dev.lopment  be- | 
tween Duff and Miss Toren. These 
|two principals prove very satis- 
factory in the playing, and among 
the other good performances ean 
be counted Walter Slezak. 

In addition to the smart casting, | 
talph Dietrich’s production super- 
vision otherwise insures a good 
show. Irving Glassberg’s lensing 
and special photography by David 
S. Horsley are among the top tech- 
nical contributions. Brog. 


| Col Drops ‘Girl’ 
| 








Hollywood, June 6. 

Columbia’s proposed Margaret 
|O'Brien starrer, “City Girl,” has 
| been dropped from the production 
| schedule by mutual consent, while 
| the company retains its one-picture 
/ commitment on the young player’s 
| services. | 
| Studio spokesman said another | 
Stury is being developed for her, j 
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ithe battle between France 


Destination Murder 


(SONGS) 
Hollywood, June 3. 
RKO release of Edward L. Cahn-Maurie 
M. Suess production: Stars Joyce Mac- 


Kenzie, Stanley Clements, Hurd weed 
dell, | 


features Albert Dekker, Myrna 
James Flavin, John Dehner. Directed by 
Edward LL. Cahn. Story and screenplay, 
Don Martin; camera, Jackson J. Rose; 


music, Irving Gertz: editor. Philip Cahn. | 


Tradeshown June 2, ‘50. Running time, 
72 MINS. 

Laura Mansfield........ Joyce MacKenzie 
Jackie Wales .......... Stanley Clements 
Streten Nortom...vccecssas Hurd Hat‘eld 
OPE TIES eet Albert Dekker 
Alice Wentworth........... Myrna Dell 
RAGS. TPOWEHOR. occ icccecs James Flavin 
Wee Bee... b045% cicces John Dehner 
Serst. Muleahy.......... Richard Emory 


Inebriated Lady Norma Vance 


Harriett, Nithtelub Maid. Suzette Herbia | 


Messenger Boy , Buddy Swan 
Messenger Boy...... Bert Wenland 
Mr. Mansfield..... Franklyn Farnum | 


and 


Steve Gibson’s Redcaps 


“Destination Murder” is an inde- 
pendently-produced programmer, 
purchased by RKO for distribu- 
tion. It will serve okay as a sup- 
porting feature in the general 
market, but has nothing to raise it 
above that classification. 

Good use of a small budget has 
been made to obtain nice sight val- 
ues for the framing of the melo- 
drama scripted by Don Martin. 
Plot is slightly involved and the 
directorial pacing by Edward L. 
Cahn is slow, but sufficient 
est is maintained for release inten- 


| tions. 


Joyee MacKenzie is adequate as 
the femme lead. She 


her father’s murderer. Why the 


| man was killed is never clearly ex- 
| plained. 


Private eyeing has Miss 
MacKenzie hobnobbing with Stan- 
ley Clements, the young hood who 


did the killing; Albert Dekker, the | 
gangster who paid for the job, and | 


Hurd Hatfield, the 
who engineered it. There are fur- 
ther murders before the police 
step in to save the girl and shoot 
Hatfield. Martin unneces- 
sarily complicates his story and 


| could have achieved a better effect 
| with more simplicity. 


Miss MaeKenzie, Clements and 


| Hatfield are acceptable in the star- 


ring roles, giving formula portray- 
als of standard characters. Same 
is true of Dekker, Myrna Dell, 
James Flavin, John Dehner and 
the others. 

Cahn and Maurie M. Suess ¢co- 
produced and display ingenuity in 
the handling to dress up physical 
side of the production. 
Rose’s lensing, the Irving Gertz 
musie score are among the good 
technical credits. Added produc- 
tion touch are the two nitery tunes 


‘sung in the background by Steve 


Gibson’s Redcaps. Brog. 


The Irequois Trail 


United Artists release of Edward Small- | 


Small production,- Stars George 
Brenda Marshall: 
Glenn Langan, Monte Blue. 
Phil Karlson. Screenplay, Richard 
Schayer; camera, Henry Freulieh: editor, 
Kenneth Crane. Tradeshown in N. 

June 2, ’50. Running time. 85 MINS, 

Hawkeve ...... George Montgomery 
Marion Thorne....... ..Brenda Marshall 
Captain West 


Bernard 
Montgomery, 


Captain Brownell........ Reginald Denny | 
ee ree cy wade Monte Plve | 
Ogane pede egeuie' ns Sheldon Leonard 


Colonel Thorne Paul Covanach 
General Johnson 
Lieutenant Blakeley 


Tom Cutler 


Dan O’Herlihy 
Don Gerner 


/ General Montcalm. . Marcel Gourmet 
Adjutant Dickson .... Arthur Little, Jr. 
Ma Cutler . : . Esther Somers 


. John Doucette 


Sam Girty 


“Troquois Trait” seldom becomes 


convincing though it has the basic | 


ingredients for a first-class adven- 
ture pic. George Montgomery pro- 


_vides some boxoffice appeal, but he 


alone is not sufficient to overcome 
the flaws. Surplus of westerns on 
release currently also will hurt, 


| making this shape up as a modest 


grosser. 

The producers have taken the 
famed Iroquois trail, linking the St. 
Lawrence-Hudson river valleys and 
and 
England for domination of young 
America as a background for many 
incredible adventures, intrigues 
and mishaps. Weakly written char- 
acterizations are no help 


namely in the parts played by 














The Rocking Horse 


Winner 

“The Rocking Horse’ Win- 
ner (Rank), which opens at 
the Park Avenue theatre, 
N. Y., tomorrow (‘(Thurs.), was 
reviewed in Variety from 
London Dee, 21, 1949. Deal- 
ing with a boy who has a 
knack for picking racehorse 
winners and his mother who's 
an extravagant spender, pic, 
according to reviewer Myro, 
“deserves to succeed with dis- 
criminating patrons both in 
Britain and America.” How- 
over, review also noted “its 
somebre theme may react ad- 
versely at the boxoffice.” 

Film starring Valerie Hob- 
son as the mother and John 
Howard Davies as her son, is 
being released in the U. S. by 
Universal, 


inter- | 


portrays aj, 
girl who starts a private search for | 


mastermind | 


Jackson J. | 


features | 
Directed by | 


Glenn Langan | 


. Holmes Herbert | 


either, | 


Montgomery, as a famed white 
trapper adopted by the Indians: 
Gienn Langan, as a British Army 
captain; Monte Blue, an Indian 
guide, and Sheldon Leonard, In- 
dian scout and traitor to the Brit- 
ish. Blue is especially good. 

| Plenty of coin was spent on 
extras, ammunition and costumes 
‘as well as extraneous speaking 
roles, but there is glaring economy 
employed in some of the back- 
grounds. 

Montgomery is pushed around 
most of the picture while attention 
is focused on other characters. 
Brenda Marshall, lone femme in 
film, has little to do except for the 
'slight romance with Montgomery. 
Langan’s British captain is okay. 
Reginald Denny does okay as Cap- 
tain Brownell, while Leonard 
makes a thoroughly villainous In- 
dian guide stooling for the French, 
Paul Cavanagh, Holmes Herbert, 
Esther Somers and Marcel Gour- 
met ‘as General Montcalm) do best 
in the supporting cast. 

Phil Karlson’s direction fails to 
come across though part of blame 
undoubtedly rests on _ Richard 
| Schayer for a meandering script. 
Henry Freulich’s lensing is okay. 

Wear. 


Colerade Ranger 
Hollywood, June 2. 


Lippert Pictures release of Ron Ormond 
production. Stars Jimmy Ellison, Russ 
Hayden; features Raymond Ilatton, Fuzzy 
Knight, Betty Adams, Directed by Thomas 





Carr. Original screenplay, Ron Ormond, 
Maurice Tombragel; eomera, Ernest 
Miller: editor, Hugh Winn. Previewed 
June 2, ’50. Running time, 55 MINS. 
| SEL «iu ne waren wd px ss Jimmy Ellison 
OS REARS eee Russ Hayden 
| SER oer ere Raymond Hatton 
NL < is ob. ava te sie 84% ok ales Fuzzy Knight 
Mii nceseeseee cat eeee sa ies Betty Adams 
NOUN: 2c 205 60K006e 244 EOD Tom Tyler 
ci) SPT rte ee George Lewis 
ee oe rn eo John Cason 
SPF TT Terre Stanley Price 
Morgan TELL TTT Tree Stephen Carr 
Oo Arr ec ce Dennis Moore 
| JenKinS.....-.seeeeeees- George Chesebro 
Bo Ra Pere ree Bud Osborne 
SES. 64903 s nw dee ees anos Jimmy Martin 
NUE. 06 c8e0nbedsoeens ‘ Gene Roth 
wo MOD so 66+ 0006 00 bb I. Stanford Jolley 
i ks tana eee wee heen Joseph Richards 
“Colorado Ranger” is a_ badly 


made, actionless oater in the new 
Jimmy Ellison-Russ Hayden series, 

Producer Ron Ormond and Mau- 
rice Tombragel draw screen credit 
for an original script but forgot io 
provide a story. Thomas Carr's di- 
rection fails to achieve any kind of 


movement. Dialog is strictly off 
the cuff, and bad ad-libbing at 
that. 


Idea is to have Ellison, Hayden 
}and Raymond Hatton, as under- 
|!cover Colorado Rangers, do in a 
crook who is trying to chase home- 
steaders from their land. Also in- 
volved in the purposeless footave 
are Betty Adams, Fuzzy Knignt, 
John Cason and a number of other 
unfortunates. 
Lensing and editing are partic- 
/ ularly bad, and there’s a loud, tinny 
seore that sounds like music direc- 
tor Walter Greene forgot to take it 
out of the ean before recording. 
Brog. 





Las Jovas Del Pecade 


| (Jewels of Sin) 
(MEXICAN) 
Mexieo City, May 23. 
PRM release of Fama, S. A. (Rudolph 
Toewenthal) production. Stars Fernando 
Soler, Rita Macedo and Ernesto Alonso; 
features Sara Guash, Beatriz Ramos, Jove 
| Baviera. Directed by Alfredo B. Cre- 
venna. Screenplay, Edmundo Baez and 
Exon Eis based on a Guy de Vaupass<ant 
short story. At Cine Chapultepec, Mex- 
ico City. Running time. 95 MINS. 


Too'bad about this. This is tops 
in all departments, including a 
strong script that is very effective- 
ly transplanted to Mexico of tie 

1900’s. Yet the pie badly misscs 
fire. Loeal crix nearly unani- 
mously panned it, which gives an 
idea of how weak it is. Looks to 
have small chance in U. S. 

There is drama of a sort in the 
fable of a wife selling out for a 
| pearl necklace and then dying in 
illegitimate childbirth. Later, the 
pearls are found to be fake. Re- 
mainder of film shows the hus- 
band’s long search for the man 
who two-timed his wife. 

With such stars as Fernando 
Soler, Rita Macedo and Ernesto 
Alonso doing well enough, a bet- 
ter picture might have been ex- 
pected. But it never materializes. 
with countless opportunities to 
make something of yarn over- 
looked. Grah. 


Davbreak in Udi 
(British-Documentary) 
David Brill release of Crown Film Unit 
@Wohn Taylor-Max Anderson) production. 
Directed by Terry Bishop. Screen! 
Montague Slater; camera, F. F. Cam 
Ruyning t 


music. William Alwyn. 
40 MINS. 

District Officer of Udi... FE. R. Chedy « 
Teacher, Iruka _....... Fanny Elvm | 
| Eze, the “Villain’...... Josef Am "' 
| The Midwife ...e.. Joyee MgRarev © 


Harferd Ane * 
Oso Anibhebe 
Clement Eme!'! 


Dominic, a Teacher 
An Elder of the Village 
James 


Efforts of the townspeople ©! 
Udi, a small Nigerian village ') 
Africa, to improve voluntarily the " 
standard of living are graphics Vv 
|depicted in “Daybreak in Ud). 
— documentary is a fine exai- 


(Continued on page 18) 
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INDUSTRY SPLIT ON ARBITRATION 





N.Y. Whitecollarites Map Protests 
To Stem Mass Homeoftic Layoffs. 


Mass demonstration against the 
allegedly unfair firings in the film 
industry’s homeoffices has 
scheduled for the end of 
month by 


this 


larites in New York. In a move to 
stem the layoffs, 
claims outnumbers those during 


the height of the depression, SEG 


is inviting all labor organizations | 


connected in any way with the in- 
dustry in the east to participate. 
Present plans call for demon- 
strations in the Times Square, 
N. ¥z 
the unions’ 


cause. Organizations 


will also hand out leaflets plugging | 


a “Stop Layoffs Now” slogan and 
advertise in the trade press to call 
the attention of the industry and 
the general public to the situation. 
According to SEG, the total home- 
office firings to date include more 
than 90 at Warners, 14 at United 


Artists, 36 at RKO and eight at 
Eagle Lion Classics. 
Claiming most of these firings 


were unnecessary and that the sit- 
uation is’ getting progressively 
worse, SEG avers the fault lies 
with the banks and other financial | 
backers of the industry, who in- | 
sist that profits be maintained at a 
consistent level despite the current ! 
sliding boxoffice. ‘‘We want to dem- | 
onstrate that we won’t take these 
promiscuous firings lying down,” 
one SEG spokesman said, “It’s 
just a question of who puts up the 
most pressure—the union or the 
banks.” 

In negotiations last week with 
ELC, meanwhile, the union and 
company saved the jobs of 21 of 
the 29 whitecollarites originally 
slated to be axed. Eight who were 
fired received full severence pay— 
a week tor each year with the com- 
pany—as well as their vacation 
pay. Of the firings at RKO, four 
were members of SEG and the re- 
maining 32 were members of the 
theatre cashiers’ union, affiliated 
with the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees. Latter 
reportedly included secretaries to 
the RKO theatre managers, who 
were given their choice of accept- 
ing jobs as cashiers or leaving RKO 
employ. 


Producers Guild Holds 
2d Meet; Seeks to Hypo 





Industry's Value, Prestige 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Producers Guild held a second 
genera! meeting in the exec dining 
room at Metro with Arthur Freed 
presiding in absence of prexy Wil- 
liam Perlberg. Major points of 
constitution and bylaws were out- 
lined in extension of industry 
drive. 

Guild seeks to rep producers in 
industry matters, promote profes- 
sional interests of members and 
increase value and importance of 
industry generally. Membership 


qualifications do not include those | 


who function in a supervisory ¢ca- 
pacity over other producers. 

Active members are those who | 
have produced three or more fea-' 
tures or six or more shorts with 
provisions for associate member- 
ship for those who haven't yet met 
those figures. Basic dues are $50 
annually plus one-half of one per- 
cent of total 
vear. However, deduction up to 
half is allowed for dues payments 
to other guilds or unions. 

Bess Bierman, former secretary 
to. 20th-Fox production veepee 
Ditryl Zanuck, was appointed ex- 
ecutive secretary. She will tempo-| 
rarily work out of offices of at-) 
torney David Tannebaum until 
permanent quarters are estab-| 
lished in Peverly Hills. 





Fritz Kortner To Tel-Aviv 
Tel-Aviv, May 26. 
Fritz Kortner, German-born ac- 
tor. will visit Israel in the fall. 
Probably will direct “Death of | 
A Salesman” to be done by the | 


Habimah theatre. 


been | 


’ the Screen Employees | 
Guild, union of industry whitecol- | 


which the union | 


area to gain publicity for | 


earnings for preceding | 





DISTRIBS C0 
TO THAUE 








| ‘suis in Deal On 
Wall St. Financing 
A several months’ old production 
deal with the Wall Street invest- 
ment house of Schroder-Rockefel- 
ler is still in the works, independ- 
ent producer Jack Wrather de- 
clared in New York this week. Ar- 
rangement calls for a series of 
films to be made in Britain and 
on the continent by Wrather, with 
S-R providing the dollar financing. 
When 
was first disclosed last March, 
Wrather said he hoped to get the 
initial picture underway in Au- 
gust. However, he’s now undecided 


as to the starting date for it ‘“de- | 


pends upon when we get a pack- 

| age together.” While in New York 
the producer also conferred with 

|Edward A. Goiden, who was as- 
sociated with him in turning out | 
“Guilty of Treason.” 





Minn. Smaller 
Situations OK, 
Big Cities Slide 


Minneapolis, June 6. 
Apparent paradox of film grosses 


being badly off in this territory’s 
larger towns, particularly Minne- | 


apolis and St. Paul, 
relatively well in smaller 
tions, has the trade puzzled. 

One explanation being advanced 
in trade circles is that 


situa- 


installment buying in 
Cities, for example, is drawing 
pursestrings to such an extent that 
'a large sliee of the public must | 
economize on amusements general. | 
ly. The rural sections and the area 
‘outside of the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
range have no TV and, therefore, 
of course, no reason to buy sets, 
and they’ve been having difficulty 
in obtaining automobile deliveries. 
| It isn’t the television watching, 


; but the all-of-a-sudden tremendous | 
being | 


linvestment in sets that’s 
blamed here for the big drop in 
local theatre attendance. In all this 
connection, it’s pointed out, base- 
ball, for example, is being even 
much harder hit at the gate than 
|pix. The Minneapolis and St. Paul 
| American Assn, clubs are off more 
than 30° at the turnstiles from a 
vear ago, although the club here 


is in first place in the standings | 


at this writing. Even making al- 
;lowance for miserable weather 
much of the time, the baseball at- 
tendance drop is alarming to the 
‘New York Giants, owners of the 
local franchise. Because of poor at- 
tendance the Minneapolis hockey 


team franchise has been shifted to | 


Denver, one of the reasons given 


by the local owners for the shift | 
in the | 


being television’s absence 
Colorado metropolis. Boxing at- 
'tendance is also far below par. 
Harry B. French, Paramount cir- 
cuit president, says the fact that 
the big circuit’s business continues 
better 
Twin Cities and a few other of the 


(Continued on page 21) 





Film Wage Hearing 


First public hearing on establish- 
ment of a minimum wage scale for 
film industry workers in New York 
state has been set for today ( Wed.) 
in N. Y. citv by the state Minimum 
Wage Board. Representatives of 
both labor and management are 
to be given an opportunity to pre-. 


the filmmaking venture | 


but holding up | 


a splurge | 
in automobile and television sets 
the Twin | 


than normal outside of the | 


| Exhib-distrib 
i have had their 


relations, which 

ups and downs in 
the past year, now appear to be 
ij|heading toward another’ tense 
stretch on the issue of arbitration. 
The cold-water: treatment toward 
|creation of an industry-wide arbi- 
tration setup is being readied by 
the distrib committee of the ma- 
jor companies. The proposal, ac- 
tively backed by the Theatre Own- 
ers of America as its fave project, 
will either get an outright brushoff 
or, at best, a limp reception from 
the film companies. 

New period of strained relations 
comes close on the heels of the 
i honeymoon engendered by forma- 
tion of the Council of Motion Pic- 
ture Organizations. Since TOA has | 
| been less than an ardent supporter 
of COMPO, the expected nixing of 
arbitration will make the COMPO 
structure even shakier. 

Distrib committee has been 
| asked by TOA to call an all-indus- 
try conference to consider the 
exhib group’s proposal for arbitra- 
tion. That request was made sev- 
eral weeks ago but no move has 


ply with the request. Moreover, 
no distrib committee meet is slated 
for the next couple of weeks. Rea- 
be given for this by a distrib 
| spokesman—and it speaks volumes 
—is that meetings are called ‘only 
when there is something important 
| to consider.’ 

| In some circles it is believed that 
| the distrib aloofness to TOA’s plan 
‘is a reprisal for the prompt 
squelching by the theatre group of 

(Continued on page 22) 








12 FOR PAR RELEASE IN 
LAST 6 MOS. OF 50 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Paramount will release 12 fea- 
tures during the second six months 
of 1950, with two re-releases still 
'to be announced for 
period in late December. 
| Scheduled for July release are 


|“My Friend Irma Goes West” and 
“The Lawless”; August, “Sunset 
|Boulevard” and “The Furies”; Sep- 


itember, “Fancy Pants” and “Union 
Station”; October, 
yon,” “Dark City and “Going My 


| Way”; November, “Let's Dance” 
‘and “Tripoli”; December, “Mr. , 
Music.” | 





‘Hildy Neff, Hope Miller 
Added to ‘Fire Island’ 


Two key performers were added 
this week to the cast of ‘Fire Is- 
land,” ambitious indie mystery mel- 
odrama being made in New York 
this summer by British Artists, 
Ltd., recently formed outfit head- 
‘ed by William Taub. The cast addi- 
‘tions are Hildegarde Neff, former 
German film actress, and Hope 
Miller, who had a leading part 
in the recently closed Broadway 
legiter, ““Now I Lay Me Down to 
Sleep.” Dane Clark and Charles 
/Korvin are due to star, along with 





'Miss Neff. Miss Milier will be fea- 
tured. 
| This will be Miss Neff's first | 


American film after having been | 
under gontract with David O. Selz- 
nick for two years. Selznick “dis- 
covered” her several years ago in 
Germany. Miss Miller, also a radio 
and TV actress, has been the sub- 
ject of considerable film interest 
since she took over a featured role 
in “Sleep,” which starred Fredric 
March and Florence Eldridge. 
“Fire Island” begins around mid-| 
August, with shooting to be done 
on location at Fire Island, N. Y., 
plus other New York city spots, 
such as Saks Fifth Ave. department 


| sent their cases. |store, and the Pavillon restaurant. 


In addition to all employees of; 
theatres in the state, the board has | 
also included in its listing of mo- | 
tion picture workers those em-| 
ployed in production, distribution | 
and service. Among those repre-| 
senting management at the hearing | 
will be Samuel Rosen, 
treasurer of Fabian theatres. 


|Budgeted at around $290,000, it 
'will be directed by Curt Siodmak, 
with production under supervision 
| of Joan Harrison. Kurt Juhn is 
credited with the script. All the 
principals and production execs are 
working for minimum salaries plus | 


veepee-|a percentage of the gross. A five- | 


“Copper Can- | 


LAK 


the holiday | 


been taken by the distribs to com- | 





| War Breaks Out Again in H'wood 


With 14 Battle Pictures Brewing 





SWG Stays With ALA 


After NLRB Decision 


Hollywood, June 6, 

Through a ruling by the National 
Labor Relations Board, the Screen 
Writers Guild will not be required 
to go through with its disaffiliation 
from the Authors League of Amer- 
ica in order to negotiate for a 
contract with the major 
ducers. 

NLRB ruled that six 
of the ALA council are not 
quired to file anti-Communist affi- 
Aavits. 


Give- Em. Films 
Of Topical Value, 
Sez Friedlob 


Topical stories of mass appeal 
are boxoffice insurance for inde- 
pendent producers who currently 
are having a difficult time. That's 





the opinion of Bert Friedlob, whose | 


Thor Productions turned out the 
Mickey Rooney-Pat O’Brien star- 
rer, “The Fireball,” which 20th- 
Fox is releasing in September. 


Admittedly the small filmmakers | 


are hard pressed at the moment, 
Friedlob declared, but he predict- 
ed that theatre divorcement and 
the need for good product econom- 
ically made will lift the indie pro- 
duced into an era of great oppor- 
tunity. 


Friedlob emphasized that by 
concentrating on yarns that lend 
themselves to exploitation, ‘‘vast 


” 


general audiences” can be uncov- 
ered. In line with that concept, 
he made “Fireball,” which has a 
rollerskating background. 
Reportedly there are some 17,- 
000,000 rollerskating fans who 
patronize 8,000 rinks and shell out 
$300,000,000 annually. In addi- 
tion, there is said to be an audi- 
ence of 7,000,000 who watch the 
sport on TV. Friedlob is confident 


_he’ll be able to snare a large slice 
| of these millions. 


Following a week in New York 


| for ad-pub campaign confabs with | 
20th-Fox 


nomeoffice execs on 
“Fireball,” Friedlob returned to 
the Coast over the weekend. He 


expects to place his next venture | 


before the cameras July 16. Thor 
is geared te turn out five pix in 
the next two years. 

Company is now mulling produc- 
tion of three properties. These in- 
clude “White Jade,” a South Pa- 
cific yarn; “Early” Autumn,” a 
Louis Bromfield story, and Nor- 
man Reilly Raine’s ‘Forever and a 
Day.” Tay Garnett directed “Fire- 
bali” and was in on the produc- 
tion, but whether he will continue 
his association with Thor in fu- 
ture projects is undetermined at 
present. 


Dare Wins ‘Tickets’ 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Danny Dare was signed by RKO 
to take over the production reins 





on “Two Tickets to Broadway,” 
originally assigned to Alex Gott- 
lieb. 


Gottlieb’s contract with RKO has 
only two weeks’ to run. Under- 


, Stood it will not be renewed. 





Golding’s Fox Trip 


David Golding, 20th-Fox home- 
office publicity manager, flies to 
London tomorrow (Thurs.) to once- 
over the company’s production of 
“Mudlark,” now shooting in Eng- 
land. He's to correlate publicity 
between the production unit and 
the homecffice staff. 

Golding, who will also huddle 
with company representatives in 


Paris during his trip, is due back | 


week shooting schedule is planned. | at the homeoffice in a week. 


film pro- | 


members | 
re- | 


Hollywood, June 6. 
War may be cold in Europe but 


it is hotter than a firecracker in 
the Hollywood studios, with 14 
army, navy and air force dramas 


in various stages of production and 
several more in the offing. There 
is more battle smoke on the film 
lots than at any time since the 
close of World War IU. 
| Heaviest firing is reported on the 
Burbank front, where Warners has 
| five on the production schedule: 
“Breakthrough,” “Operation Pa- 
cific,” “Four Chaplains,” “Fighting 
Marines” and “Force of Her Arms.” 
This does not include ‘Mara 
Maru,” a post-war tale of the 
Philippines. In the last stages of 
production at 20th-Fox is “An 
American Guerrilla in the Philip- 
pines,” with “Halls of Montezuma” 
in work and “The Frog Men” and 
| “Call It Treason” in the offing. 
Metro is coming up with “Go 
For Broke,” a story of Japanese 
GIs, scripted by Robert Pirosh, 
who wrote “Battleground.” Uni- 
versal is readying ‘Prisoner’ of 
War” and “Up Front With Maul- 
din.” RKO is preparing “Devil 
Dogs of the Air,”’ Republic is do- 
ing the same with “Devil Birds” 
and Robert Stillman with “Island 
in the Sky,” all dealing with war 
flyers. 








General Theatre Dates. 


Sought by 20th-Fox 
For Longhair Music Pix 


Method of distribution for the 
series of longhair films being pro- 
duced by 20th-Fox Coast 
has not yet been decided, with the 
company hoping they will eventu- 
ally be booked into general the- 
atres throughout the _ country. 
Indicating that 20th is pitching for 
more than art house bookings is 

| the fact that four test runs so far 
have been held in National The- 
atres’ houses on the Coast, where 
they reportedly did good business 
in each theatre’s usual worst night 
of the week. 

Twentieth prez Spyros P. Skouras 
this week detailed production plans 


on the 


on the films, which are being 
|turned out in association with 
World Artists, Inc., and the Sol 


Hurok office. Pix, each running 
26 or 27 minutes, are to feature 
such artists as Artur Rubinstein, 
/'Rise Stevens, Jascha Heifetz, 
Gregor Piatigorsky, Marian Ander- 
son, Patrice Munsell, Jan Peerce 
and Dimitri Mitropolous. (Twen- 
tieth at one time, incidentally, held 
screen rights to Hurok’s autobiog- 
raphy, “Impresario,” but subse- 
quently let its option drop on the 
property.) Each is to have a story 
vignette leading into the artists’ 
performances and will be narrated 
by a leading commentator. 

Running time on the films would 
make them adaptable for television 
but it is considered doubtful that 
| 20th would consent to selling them 
to TV at this time. Besides the 
possible antagonism such a move 
would arouse among exhibitors, no 
video station or network could yet 
| afford the asking price on them. 

Associated with 20th in the ven- 
ture are Rudolph Polk and Bernard 
Luber of World Artists. Polk was 
formerly musical director for the 
now-defunct Enterprise Produc- 
tions on the Coast and also was 
formerly associated with the Hurok 
firm. Irving Reis, director on “All 
My Sons,” “Dancing in the Dark,” 
etc., will direct them. Production 
| of the films by 20th is the latest in 
a string of moves by Skouras to 
bring concert music to the general 
public. The New York Phil- 
harmonic symph, for instance, goes 
into the Broadway Roxy, operated 
by 20th, Sept. 1, and Skouras plans 
to utilize concert artists for theatre 
TV when it gets rolling. 

Distribution plans are now be- 
ing worked out by Polk and 20th’s 
shorts sales manager, Peter 
| Levathes, 
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Chi Better; ‘Lonely - 


Rugged $38,000, 


Satchmo-Barton 
‘Brute -Ball-Arnaz 


Sturdy 506, ‘Colt’ Lofty 156 in 2d 


‘Chicago, June 6. 


Chi boxoffice is 
better this week especially in new 
bill situation. Holdovers continue 
spotty, but three of the four new 
bills in town are better than aver- 
age. “Jackie Robinson’ Story” 
looks nice,$12,000 at Grand. ‘‘Love 
That Brute” 
Desi Arnaz onstage at 
is pulling a sturdy $50,000. 

“In a Lonely Place,” backed by 
Louis Armstrong All-Stars and 
Eileen Barton onstage, at the 
Oriental, shapes rugged $38,000. 
Palace, with “Sierra” and ‘“Out- 
rages of Orient,” 
000 for eight days. 

Way ahead of other holdovers is 
“Champagne for Caesar,” with a 
resounding $6, 300 at the Loop in 


sec ond week. “Colt .45’ and | 
“Backfire” are fancy wad 000 at | 
Roosevelt, for second week. “Colt” 


was sock $23,000 opening round. 
Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98) — | 


(20th) and 
Arnaz on- 


“Tove That Brute” 
Lucille Ball and Desi 


stage. Sturdy $50,000. Last week, 
“Big Hangover” (M-G) and Horace 
Heidt amateur winners in person, 
$42,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98) — 


“Rocket Ship” (U) and ‘Mars 
Attacks World’ (U) (reissues) (2d 
wk. Nice $5,000. Last week, 
$7,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98) — 
“Jackie Robinson Story” (EL). 
Fine $12,000 in 8 days. Last week, 
“Cargo Capetown” (Col), $7,000. 

Loop (Telenews) (625; 98) — 
“Champagne for Caesar” (UA) (2d 
wk). Prime $6,300. Last week, 
$6,700. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 
“In Lonely Place” (Col) with Louis 
Armstrong and Eileen Barton top- 
ping stageshow. Bright $38,000. 
Last week, “Rosie O’Grady” (WB) 
with Johnny Desmond and Fran 
Warren in person (2d wk), $29,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98) — 
“Sierra” (U) and “Outrages of 
Orient” (SG). Mediocre $10,000 in 
8 davs. Last week, “Here Come 
Co-Eds” (U) and “Gypsy Wildcat” 
(U) (reissues), $6,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 
“Colt .45” (WB) and 
(WB) (2d wk). Farcy $15,000 or 
close, Last week, very big $23,000, 
and way over hopes. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 74- 
$1.20\—*‘Samson and Delilah” (8th 
wk. 
week, $10,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98) — “Reformer 
(M-G) (2d wk). Trim $8,000. Last 
week, $12,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98) — 
“Big Lift” (20th) (2d wk’). Small 


50-98) — 


$12,000. Last week, $17,000. Holds 
a third. ; 
World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘Faust 


and Devil” (Col) (4th wk). .Holds 
to good $3,500. Last week, $3,800. 


Cincy Up; ‘Caged’ Brisk 
$10,000, ‘Carey’ Modest 
916, ‘Wagonmaster’ 96 


Cincinnati, June 6. 


Downtown biz is in seasoual 
stride this stanza. “Caged,” bright 
at the Grand, is the topper. A. 
jump behind are three other new | 
bills, “Captain Carey, ” “Ticket to 
Tomahawk” and ‘‘Wagonmaster, 
which range from mederate to fa- 
vorable for last-named. 

Estimates for This Week 





Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— 
“Captain Carey” (Par). Light 
$9,500. Last week, Father Is 
Bachelor” (Col), plus v hin at 55- 
85c. seale, okay $19,000. 


Capitol (Mid-States) (2.000; 55- 
75 ‘Ticket Tomahawk” (20th). 
Fairish $9,000. Last week, “Big 
Lift’ (20th), $7,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1.400; 55-75)— 
“Caged” (WB). Bright $10,000. 
Last week, “Colt 45” (WB), sturdy 
$9.000. 

Keith's (Mid States) (1,542; 55- 
75)—“One Way Street” (U). Slow 
$5,000. Last week, “Three Came 
Home” (20th), $6,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75)— 
*“Wagonmaster” (RKO). Eight days. 


Last week, “Se- 
six days, $8,000. 
(2,100; 55- 
(20th) 
week, 

(U), 


Favorable $9,000. 
cret Fury” (RKO), 
Shubert (Mid-States) 
75\—"Three Came Home” 
(m.o.). Thin $3,500. Last 
“Ma, Pa Kettle to Town” 
$4,000. 


third downtown sesh, 


considerably | 


with Lucille Ball and | 
Chicago, | 


50-98)— 


“Backfire” | 


Holding nicely at $9,000. Last | 


and 1.700; 5B. | 





= 
Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take. when 
playin, percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
| come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
a the U S. amusement 
ax. 








is mediocre $10,- | 


Fury Fancy 126 
In Bright Buff. 


Buffalo, June 6 
Cool weather is helping biz here 
this week. “Secret Fury;” ‘Eagle 
and Hawk” and “Asphalt Jungle” 
all are doing well. “Caged” still 
is nice in second week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loews) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Asphalt Jungle’ (M-G). Fine 
/ $12,000. Last week, 
over” (M-G) and 
(EL), $10,500. 
Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Eagle and Hawk” (Par) and 
“Everybody’s Dancin’ ” (Lip). Solid 
' $13,000. Last week, “No Man of 
Own” (Par) and ‘Western Pacific 
Agent” (Lip), $12,500. 
Center (Par) (2,100; 
“Caged” (WB) (2d wk). 
near $10,000. Last 
$15,000. 
Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 


” 


40-70) — 
Still nice 
week, big 


“Sierra” (U) and “State Peniten- 
tiary” (Col), Mild $9,500. Last 
week, “Kill Umpire” (Col) and 
“David Harding Counterspy” (Col), 


$8,500, 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70\—“‘Secret Fury” (RKO) and 
“Killer Shark’ (Mono). Sturdy 
$12,000. Last week, “Champagne 
for Ceasar” (UA) and “Blonde 
Dynamite” (Mono, $10,000. 





K.C. Sluggish But ‘Lift’ 
Pleasing 186 in 9 Days; 


Kansas City, June 6. 


Pace is only moderate for film 
grosses here this week. “Big Lift,” 
which opened Decoration Day in 
three Fox Midwest houses has the 


edge, and likely will be steady in | 
at Para- 


| nine-day run. “Caged” 
mount and “Secret Fury” at 
Missouri are all getting only fair 
(trade. “Rocket Ship XM” is get- 
|ting good play in two Fox Midwest 
houses. “Asphalt Jungle” looks 
ilight at Midland. Heavy schedule 
|! of Centennial celebration events is 
not helping. 
Estimates for This Week 

Esquire-Apollo _ (Fox Midwest) 
(820; 1,050; 45-65) — ‘“Rocketship 
X-M” (Lip) and “‘Western Pacific 
Agent” (Lip). Day-date for healthy | 
$10,000. Likely will hold over at 
' Esquire, while Apollo will return 
'to usual subsequent-runs. Last 
week, Esquire only, “Raiders of 
Desert” (Indie) and “Legion of 
Lost Flyers” (Indie) (reissues), 
'satisfactory $3,500. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 45-65) — 
“Red Shoes” (EL) (2d wk). Second 
time around at this house: steady 


$2.000. Last week, fine $2.500. 
Midland (Loew’s) (3.500; 45-65) 
—‘‘Asphalt Jungle” ‘(M-G) and 
“Davey Crockett” (UA). Light 
$10.000. Last week, “Big Hang- 
over” (M-G) and “Side Street” 
(M-G), with help of holiday prices, 


only $11,000. 
Missouri (RKO) (2.650; 45-65) — 


“Secret Fury” (RKO? and “Fight- 
ing Stallion” (£L). So-so $8,000. 
Last week, “Barricade” (WB: and 


“Hidden Room” (EL) with Pagano 


revue onstage at 74c top, medium 
$10,000. 

Paramount (United Par) (1,900; 
45-65) — ‘Caged’ (WB). About 
average $10,000. Last week, “Eagle 


and Hawk” (Par), slim $8,000. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (‘ Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) 
—‘Big Lift” (20th). Carrying 
town’s best dough at good $18,000 
in 9 days, “Comanche Territory 
(U), $13,000. 


“Big Hang- | 
“Hidden Room” | 


Balto Blah; ‘Brute’ 6'.G, 
‘Fury’ Pleasing $7,000 


Baltimore, June 6. 
| Downtown houses here can’t 
pull themselves out 
drums, current list not 
“Secret Fury” is attracting 
response at the Town. 
the New, is not so hot. 
;down this week for a two-month 
|period of repairs, leaving the town 
| without stageshows. 

Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—‘‘Asphalt Jungle” (M-G). Some 
|fairish action at $7,000. Last week, 

“Big Hangover” (M-G), $7,300. 


| 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)\—‘“‘Jackie Robinson Story” (EL) 
Opened yesterday (Mon.) after 
*“D.0O.A.” (UA) did only $6,200 in 
ahead. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65) — 
“Bengal Lancer’ (Par) (reissue), 
Mild $4,000. Last week, “Comanche 


Territory” (U) (3d wk), nice $4,600. 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60!— 
“Love That Brute” (20th). Drawing 
some daytime response for fair 


'$6,500. Last week, “Ticket Toma- 


hawk” (20th), $5,900. 
Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75) — 
“Colt .45” (WB) (2d wk). Holding 


well at $7,500 after 
opener. 
Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 


fine $24,200 


— “Secret Fury” (RKO). Okay 
$7,000 or over. Last week, “No 
Sad Songs” (Col), $6,900. 





Pitt Still Skids; 


Pittsburgh, June 6. 


Downward trend is continuing, 
and there doesn’t seem to be any 
bottom. As if things weren’t bad 
enough, worst rainstorm in years 
struck Saturday, lasting far into 
the night, 
|ordinarily very good day. 
'a depressing lot looks like “Big 
Hangover” at the Penn, and it’s 
far from big. Other first-runs are 
not going anywhere. “Secret Fury” 
is very light at the Stanley. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-80)— 
“Dakota Lil’ (20th) and “I Was a 
| Shoplifter” (U). Looks like the low 
|here for some time. Only $3,500. 


Best of 


Last week, “Love That Brute” 
(20th), slow $4,500. 
Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80)— 


| “Kill Umpire” (Col). Nothing in 
eards for this at $6,500 or less. 
Last week, “Ticket Tomahawk” 
(20th), never got going, slight 
$7,500. 
Penn (Loew’s) (3,300; 45-80)— 
(M-G). Not much 


| ‘Caged’ Average $10,000 28 tron crix but names of Van 


| Johnson and Elizabeth Taylor may 
help to barely okay $12, 590 or near. 
Last week, “Side Street’ (M-G) 
and Dick Contino unit, fine $24,- 
000 at $1.10 top. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80)— 
'“Secret Fury” (RKO), Taking it 
on chin with the others, and $10,- 
000 looks tops. Last week, “Colt 

45” (WB), better at $12,000. 
i= Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80)— 
“Colt .45” (WB) (m.o.). Mild at 
around $4,500. Last week, “Back 
to Bataan” (RKO) and 
Raiders” (RKO) (reissues), 


‘Riding’ Not So High In 
_Indpls., $9,000; ‘Trail’ 5G 


Indianapolis, June 6. 

Biz still shows no fresh signs of 
snapping out of its coma at first- 
run situations here. Grosses are 
sub-par at all spots. “Riding High,” 
at Indiana, 
an also-ran figure. “Asphalt 
Jungle,” at Loew’s, is comparative- 
ly stronger “Damned Don’t Cry” 
at Circle is lagging. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 
44-65)—‘‘Damned Don’t Cry” (WB) 
and “Humphrey Takes Chance” 
(Indie). Slow $7.500. Last week, 
“Buccaneer’s Girl’ (U) and “Out- 
side Wall’ (U', $7,000. 

Indiana (G-D) (3.300; 
“Riding High” (Par) and “Federal 
Man” (Indie). Modest $9,000. Last 
week, “Wabash Avenue” (20th) 
and “Apache Chief” (Lip), $10,000. 

Loew's (Loew's) (2,427; 44-65'— 
“Asphalt Jungle’ (M-G) and 
“Davy Crockett,” (UA). So-so 
$8,500. Last week, “Kill the 
Umpire” (Col) and “Fortunes Capt. 
Blood” (Col), $8,000. 

Lyrie (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)—“Rock 
Island Trail” (Rep) and “Women 
from Headquarters” (Rep). Modest 
$5000. Last week, “Kid From 
Texas” (J) and “West Wyoming” 
i}(Mono), ditto. 


$5,500. 





44-65) — 


of the dol-| 
coming | 
through with any figures of note. | 
most | 
“Love That | 
Brute,” faring best on matinees at | 
Izzy Rap- | 
‘paport’s combo Hippodrome closed | 


‘Hangover’ $12,500 


to take away even that | 


“Marine | 


is leading town, with | 


Bway Dull; Bride’ Hefty 1406, 2d, 


first-run business is 
generally off sharply this stanza, 
with the seasonal trend plus a 
surplus of holdovers blamed. Just 
three new bills opened during the 
past week, and only “Kid From 
Texas,’ with vaude lineup topped 
by Will Mahoney at the Palace, 
shapes as promising. Other box- 
office pull is being supplied by 
strong holdovers. Arrival of warm 
June weather over the weekend, 
as well as the usual letdown after 
Memorial Day, is the seasonal fac- 
tor that is hurting currently. 
Greatest showing again is being 
made by “Father of Bride’ with 
stageshow at the Music Hall. The 
Spencer Tracy-Elizabeth Taylor- 
Joan Bennett starrer is heading 
for sockeroo $140,000 in current 
(3d) week, with the Hall now 
anticipating five stanzas or longer. 
Second week of “Big Hangover” 
>with Woody Herman band, Bill 
Farrell, Gene Baylos and others 
is down to $30,000 or less at the 
Capitol. Same is true of ‘Love 
That Brute” with stageshow topped 
by Sid Caesar, Faye Emerson and 
| Imogene Coca, which is down to 


Broadway 


;modest $52,000 in second frame 
}at the Roxy. Third round of “In 
'a@ Lonely Place,” with Frankie 


| Laine heading stage bill, is holding 
| well at $55,000 at the Paramount. 

“Annie Get Your Gun” also is 
off this week but still very big with 


$30,000 for third State session. 
“Robinson Story” sagged to $13, 


000 in third round at Astor. It is 
being supplanted by “The Lawless”’ 
June 22. ‘Rock Island Trail’? may 
land only fair $12,000 in first week 
at the Mayfair. “Singing Guns” 
the other newcomer, also is mild 
with $9,000 at the Globe. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
“Robinson Story” (EL) (4th wk). 
| Third frame ended Monday (5) was 
off at $13,000 after $17,000 in sec- 
ond week. Stays on, with “The 
Lawless” (Par) opening June 22. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20 
$2.40)—“Red Shoes” (EL) (85th 
wk). Back in regular stride at $6,- 
800 after spurt to $8,000 last week, 
helped by extra shows. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4.820; 55-$1.50) 
—‘Big Hangover” (M-G) with 
Woody Herman orch, Bill Farrell, 
Gene Baylos (2d-final wk). Off to 
light $30,000 after mild $41,000 
opener. Final week helped by three 
previews of new film today (Wed.). 
“Asphalt Jungle’ (M-G)~ with 
Charlie Spivak orch, Georgie Price, 
Rose Murphy, Lane Bros. opens to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—‘‘Rocketship X-M” (Lip) (2d wk). 
Holding to nice $13,000 after good 
$19,000 opening, a bit below hopes 
but best here in some time. “Wom- 
an on Pier 13” (RKO) opens Fri- 
day (9). 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—‘Singing Guns” (Rep). Doing 
modest $9,000 but holding. Last 
| week, “City Lights” (UA) (reissue) 


(8th wk), $11,300, making very 
strong run. “Please Believe Me” 
(M-G) opens June 17, 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.20) 
'—“‘Rock Island Trail” (Rep). 
Doesn't look likely to better fair 
$12,000. Holds. In ahead, “Johnny 
| Holiday” (UA) (2d wk-11 days), 


light $12,000. ‘“‘Destination Moon” 
(EL) opens June 27. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20\— 
“Kid From Texas” (U) with vaude. 


Doing fine $22,000 or close. Last 
week, “Shadow on Wall” (M-G) 
with anni vaude bill (2d wki hit 
fancy $26,300, better than ex- | 
pected. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55- 
$1.50\—"*Winchester ’73" (U) with 


John Payne, Patricia Morison, Al 
Donahue orch, Jan Murray, top- 
ping stageshow. Opens today 
(Wed.). In addition, Shelley 
Winters. who is co-starred with 
svames Stewart in pic, will do per- 
sonals today. Last week, “In a 
Lonely Place” (Col! with Frankie 
Laine, Elliott Lawrence oreh (3d 
wk), held to $55,000 after big $70.- 
000 for second week 

Park Avenue (U) (583; 90-$1.50) 
—‘Adam and Evalyn” (U) (4th 
wk). Fourth round ending today 
(Wed.) is likely to hold to $3,500 
after oke $4,000 last week *Rock- 
ing Horse Winner” (U) opens to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40:\—‘Father 
of Bride’ (M-G) and stageshow 
(3d wk). Still going great with 
$140,000 this session. Holds a 
fourth, with fifth and sixth weeks 
also looming. Last week. smash 
$155.000, over hopes. 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 
j “Harlem Follies” (ndie), 


44-98) — 
Opened 


Continues: 


_Was Shoplifter”’ (U), 


$9,500 


Hangover -Herman Orch Mild $30,000, 
Rock Island’ Fair 126, ‘Guns’ Thin 96 


yesterday (Tues.). In ahead, “Con- 
golaise” (FC) (2d wk-10 days), was 
down to $7,500 after nice $9,000 
opening frame. 


Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 90- 
$1.80:\—"“Kill the Umpire” (Col) 


(2d wk-6 days). 
near, very drab, 
opening week. 
Blood” 


Down to $6,000 or 
after thin $10,500 
“Fortunes of Capt. 
(Col) opens Friday (9), 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75)— 
“Love That Brute” (20th) with 
stageshow topped by Sid Caesar, 
Faye Emerson, Imogene Coca (2d- 
final wk). Off to modest $52 000 
after sturdy $80,000 opener. “Night 
and City” (20th) with Lucille Ball, 
Desi Arnaz and their Hollywood 
Revue including Mary Raye and 
Naldi, opens Friday (9). 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.50)— 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Third round ended yesterday 
(Tues.) still was solid $30,000 or 
near, albeit off sharply from smash 
$41,000 for second week. Stays on 
indef. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 
“Caged” (WB) with Xavier Cugat 
orch and revue onstage (3d-final 
wk). Down to $28,000 in final 
frame, okay, after solid $34,000 for 
second session. ‘Return of Fron- 
tiersman” (WB) with Cab Calloway 
and his Cavaliers topping stage 
bill opens Friday (9). 

Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Winslow Boy” (EL). Opened nice- 


55-$2)— 


ly yesterday (Tues.). In ahead, 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (30th wk), 


held to $3,500 after okay $4,000 in 
29th week, concluding highly profit- 
able long-run. 


Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50)—“Third Man” (SRO) (18th 


wk). Still okay at around $10,000 
after $14,000 last week. Stays on 
indef at this pace. 


‘Jungle’ Torrid $17,000, 
St. Leo; ‘Caged’ Stout 
15G, “Man’-‘Damned’ 96 


St. Louis, June 8. 


“Asphalt Jungle” is the only new 
film showing any boxoffice strength 
currently as outdoor opposition 
grows stronger. “Caged” looks 
stout at Fox. Municipal Opera 
Assn. opens its 32d consecutive 
season next Thursday (8), and is 
slated to run for 88 nights. All of 
which is not making the exhibitors 
happy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60)— 
“No Man of Own” (Par) (2d wk) 
and “Damned Don’t Cry” ‘WB). 
Good $9,000. Last week, “No Man” 
and “Vicious Years” (FC), fair 
$10.600. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000: 60)—“Caged” 
(WB) and “This Side of Law” 
(WB). Neat $15,000. Last week, 
“Comanche Territory” (U) and “I 
$12,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Asphalt Jungle’ (M-G) and 
“Please Believe Me” (M-G). Swell 
$17,000 or over. Last week, “Big 
Hangover” (M-G) and “The Palo- 
mino” (Col), $14,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 60)\— 
“Square Dance” (Mono). Good 
$14,000. Last week, “Sundowners” 
(EL) and “Golden Gloves Story” 
(EL), slow $6,000. 


‘Wagonmaster’ $6,000 In 
Omaha: ‘Outriders’ 116 


. Omaha, June 6. 

“The Outriders” got the action 
crowd at the Orpheum this week 
for an okay session. This showing 
is in the face of city’s many ac- 
tion pictures. ‘“Wagonmaster” at 
the Brandeis looks okay and “The 
Kid from Texas” at the State also 
is solid. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000; 16- 
65'\—"The Outriders’ (M-G' and 
“Trapped” (EL). Okay $11,000. 
Last week, “Kettles To Town” (U) 
and “Western Pacific Agent” (Lip), 
fancy $14,000. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2.800; 16- 
65) — “Big Lift’ (20th). Passable 
Last week. “Reformer and 
Redhead” (M-G). slow $9,000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65) — 
“Wagonmaster” (RKO) and “Cus- 
toms Agent” (Col) Oke $6,000. 
Last week. “Kill Umpire” (Col) 
“Golden Twenties” (RKO), $6,500. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65) — 
“Kid From Texas” (U) and “Mys- 
tery at the Burlesque” (Mono). Not 
bad $4.000. Last week, “Blossoms 
in Dust” (M-G) and “Johnny 
Eager” (M-G) (reissues), fair $4,300. 
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“You’ve hit the 
jackpot, Leo!”’ 
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TODAY’S EXCITING NEWS IS 
M-G-M’'s “ASPHALT JUNGLE? 


Leo's new baby has box-office bounce! 
Wait till you hear that rascal ROAR! 





It’s a safe bet that it will be among the foremost contenders for 


1950’s “TEN BEST”! 





“THE ASPHALT JUNGLE” gets raves wherever shown. For instance: 
“One of the most intensely exciting pictures I’ve ever seen!”—says PAUL 
OSBORN, author of the play A BELL FOR ADANO...“A great picture 
full of suspense!”—says GERARD FAIRLIE, author of BULLDOG 
DRUMMOND . . . “Literally a hair-raising film. About the most 
exciting I have seen in years!”— says S. N. BEHRMAN, noted playwright. 


As this great attraction now takes its place in the headlines with 
M-G-M’s “Annie Get Your Gun” and “Father of the Bride” every 
live-wire exhibitor will welcome the opportunity to exploit a SOCK 








entertainment with SOCK showmanship! ean eae 


Savings Bond Drive !) 
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Hub Quiet; ‘Rock Island’ Fair $15,000, 
Eagle Moderate 17G, ‘Street’ 136 


Boston, June 6. 


It's the same story here this | 
stanza; all is quiet on the down-| 
town front. Influx of oaters re-'| 


cently is proving no help either. 
“Kill the Umpire” at Memorial is | 
below hopes. “Eagle and the Hawk” 
at Met looks mild. “Rock Island 
Trail’ at Paramount and Fenway | 
is shaping no more than fair. Same | 
applies to ‘One Way Street” at the | 
Boston. “Asphalt Jungle” is off 
at Orpheum and State on hold- 
overs. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jayeox) (1,200; 50-95)— 
“No Sad Songs” (Col) (3d wk). Off 
to about $7,000. Last week, nice 
$9500. 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85) — 
“One Wavy Street” (U) and “I Was 
Shoplitter’” (U), Mild $13,000. Last 
week, “Comanche Territory” (U) 
and “Tabu” (Indie), $12,500. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373: 40-85) — 
“Rock Island Trail” (Rep) and 
“Quicksand” (UA). Mild $5,000. 
Last week, “Colt .45” (WB) and 
“Everybody's Dancin’’ (Lip), 
$4,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Kill Umpire” (Col) and ‘Tyrant 
ot Sea” (Col). Below hopes at $15,- 
000. Last week, “Secret Fury” 
(RKO! and “Mule Train” (Col), 
$14,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367: 
85'\—""Fagle and Hawk” (Par) and 
“Humphrey Takes Chance” (Mono), 
Modest $17,000. Last week, 
“Damned Don’t Cry” (WB) and/| 
“Blue Grass Kentucky” (Mono), 
$18,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) and 
“Please Believe Me” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Off to about $11,000. Last 
week, nice $19,000. 
Paramount (NET) (1,700: 40-85) 
“Rock Island Trail” (Rep) and 
“Quicksand” (UA). Average $10.- 
000. Last week, “Colt .45’ (WB) 
and “Everybody's Dancin’” (Lip), 
same 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)—“‘As- 
phalt Jungle” (M-G) and “Please 
Believe Me” (M-G) (2d wk). Down 
to $8.000 after neat $14,000 last 
week. 


‘Rocketship’ Swift 266, 
Frisco; ‘DOA’ $11,000, 
‘Caged’ Sockeroo 176 


San Francisco, June 6. 

Despite exodus of many from 
city to warmer climes, Market | 
Street pix theatres are doing very | 
well this stanza. Big exploitation 
is putting over “Rocketship | 
in rousing fashion at the Para- 
mount while “D, O. A.” is cashing | 
in on fact that local background | 
shots are in pic, landing nice ses- | 
sion at United Artists. “Secret 
Fury’ shapes okay at Golden} 
Gate. “Caged”? looms sock at St. 
Francis. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60- 
85)—"Secret Fury” (RKO) and 
“Great Plane Robbery” (UA). a 
$14,000 or near. Last week, “Tar- 
zan and the Siave Girl” (RKO): and 
“The Golden Twenties” (RKO), 6 
davs. barely $10,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—“Big 
Lift” (20th) and “Rapture” (FC). 
Mild $14,000. Last week, “Cheaper 
by Dozen” (20th) (2d wk), oke 
$16.500. 

Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656; 60-85) 
—‘‘Big tlangover” (M-G). Fine 
$16,000. Last week, “Reformer 
and Redhead” (M-G), $15,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 

tocketship X-M” (Lip) and ‘Op- 
eration Haylift” (Lip). Hitting big 
$26.000 in 10 days. Last week. 
“Eagle and Hawk” (Par), smooth 
$17,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Caged” (WB). Sock $17,000. Last 
week, “Captain Carey” (Par) (2d 
wk), $10,000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2.448; 55- 





85'—"Comanche Territory” (U) and 
“David Harding, Counterspy” (Col) 
(2d wk). Okay $8,000 or close. 


Last week, nice $16,500. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1.207; 
§5-85)—""D. O. A.” (UA). Nice $11.- 
000. Last week, “Great Rupert” 
(EL), $8,500. 

Stagedoor 
(370; 85-$1)—‘‘Astonished 
(U). Oke $4,000. Last week, 
beth” (Rep) (3d wk), $2,000. 

Clay ,.(Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Citv Lights” (UA) (reissue) (3d 
Wk! Hefty $4,500. Last week, 
$4,800 

Larkin (Roesner) 
“City Lights” (UA) 
wk). Solid $4,700. 
$4.900, 


(Ackerman-Rosener! 
Heart’ 
“Mac- 


(400; 65-85)— 
(reissue) (3d 
Last week, 


a 


‘a. |" 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week . $2,023,500 
(Based on 23 cities, 190 the- 
otres, eueefy first runs. includ- 
ing N. 
Total a Same Week 
Last Year $2,319,600 
(Based on 25 cities and 213 
theatres.) 


Colt’ Sure-Fire 
$24,000, Denver 








fairish at Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 35-74) — 
Three Came Home” (20th). Big 
$6,000. Holds. Last week. ‘‘Kettles 
To Town” (U) and “Outside the 
Wall’ (U), smash $7,000. 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1.500; 35- 
74),—“‘Outriders’ (M-G), (2d wk). 
Down to light $4,500. Last week, 
big $9,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 35-70) 
—‘‘Captain Carey” (Par). Fair $10,- 
000 or ciose. Holds over. Last 
week, ‘Foolish Heart” (RKO), (2d 
wk), and “It’s a Small World” (EL), 
nice $12,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 35-74) 
“Colt .45” (WB) and “Four 
Leave” (FC), day-date with Es- 
quire, Webber. Big $17,000. Last 
week, “Big Lift” (20th) and “Lucky 
Losers” (Mono), fair $12.000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—‘‘Colt 
45” (WB) and ‘Four Davs Leave” 


(FC), also Denver, Webber. Tall 
$3,500. Last week. “Big Lift” 
(20th) and “Lucky Losers” (Mono), 
fair $2,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74) 
— ‘“Wagonmaster” (RKO) and 
“Shadow on Wall’ (M-G). Fairish 
$12,000. Last week. “Yellow Cab 
Man” (M-G) and “Please Believe 
Me” (M-G), (2d wk), $10,000. 


Vogue (Wolfberg) (600; 60-74)— 
“Glass Mountain” (EL) (3d wk). 
Fine $2,700. Last week. $3,000. 


‘Skin’ Tough $12,000 In 


Denver, June 6. 

“Colt .45” is having no trouble 
taking top coin here this week, 
showing in three houses. It looks 
big in all three. “Three Came 
|Home” is strong enough at Alad- | 
din to win holdover, “Capt. Carey” 
also is staying over after nice week 
‘at Denham. ‘“‘Wagonmaster” 


looms | 


Day S | 


| ther 


Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74) — 
“Colt .45” (WB) and “Four Days | 
Leave” (FC), also Denver, Esquire. 
Big $3,500. Last week, “Kettles 
‘To Town” (U) and “Outside Wall” 
(U), $3,000. 





MPLS. HITS NEW LOW; 
‘HANGOVER’ TEPID 116 


Minneapolis, June 6. 


The drab boxoffice picture here 
is an old story recently, but it 
still prevails this week. It has 
reached the point where holdovers 
are now the exception. . A new low 
in that respect for the current 
move has been reached this week 
with only “The Big Lift,” shifted 
to the sure-seater Pix for a third 
loop week, the lone survivor trom 
the preceding stanza. Such new- 
comers as “A Woman oft Distine- 


tion,” “Big Hangover’ and “Side 
Street’ are having plenty tough, 
sledding. 


Estimates for This Week 

Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—‘‘Side 
Street” (M-G). Mixed opinions for 
this one. Puny $3,500. Last week. 
“Big Lift’ (20th) (2d wki, light 
$4,200. 

Radio City (Par) (4.000; 50-70'— 
“Big Hangover’ (M-G). Divided 
opinions for this pic despite stars 
in cast. Tepid $11,000. Last week, 
“Reformer and Redhead” (M-G), 
$10,500. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 
50-70\—“‘Woman_ of Distinction” 


(Col). Boxoffice road plenty rocky 
with insipid $9,000 likely. Last 
week, ‘“Wagonmaster” (RKO), 
$9,500. 


50-70)— 
* Arabian 
Passable 
and 


RKO-Pan (RKO) (1.600; 
“Sudan” (FC) and 
Nights” (FC) (reissues). 
$6,500 Last week, “Tarzan 
Slave Girl’ (RKO), $6.000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 
“Mother Didn’t Tell Me” 
Thin $6,000, and out after 
Last week, “Eagle and 
(Par), light $7,500. 

World (Mann) (400; 
Room at Inn” (Indie). Palid $1,800. 
Last week, “Bicycle Thief” (Indie) 
(2d wk), disappointing $2,300. 


= ye. 


50-70'— 
(20th). 
6 davs 
Hawk” 


50-85)—“No 


Prov.; ‘Jungle’ NSH 14G 


Providence, June 6. 
Majestic’s “Under My Skin” is 
best in town this week, with RKO 
Albee’s “‘Wagonmaster” not far be- 
hind. Loew’s State is not doing 

so weil with “Asphalt Jungle 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) 
“Wagonmaster” (RKO) and "“Gol- 
den Twenties” (RKO). Carrying 
to today (Tues.) for neat $12,000 


in 8 days. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Under My _ Skin” (20th) and 
“Father Makes Good" (Mono). 
Trim $12,000. Last week. ‘Ticket 
Tomahawk” (20th) and “Destina- 
tion Bighouse” (Rep), $11,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65) — “Caged” (WB) and “Lucky 
Losers’’ (Mono). So-so $7,500. 
Last week, “Jackie ee & Sent 
Story” (EL) and “Boy Indiana” 
(EL), $8,000. 

State (Loew) 


(3,200; 44-65) 
“Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) and “Side 
Street” (M-G). NSH $14,000. Last 
week, “Big Hangover’ (M-G) and 
“Beware of Blondie” (Col), $13,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44- 
65)—"“The Torch” (EL) and “Gol- 
den Gloves Story” (EL). Opened 
Monday (5). Last week, “Eagle and 
Hawk” (Par), poor $7,500. 


Caged’ Sturdy 
$22,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, June 6. 

Rapid ‘urnove~ of films indicates 
depressed biz at first-runs here. 
Houses are shuttling in films after 
single week’s run, holdovers get 
lean pickings. 

“Father of the Bride” continues 
as standout with sock second week 
at Boyd to again pace city. “John- 
ny Holiday” broke fast at the Gold- 
man. “Caged” is clicking solidly 
in its Stanley run. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99) 
“Sierra” (U). Dim $6,500. Last 
week, “‘Congolaise” (FC), $7,500. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)\—‘Fa- 
of Bride’ (M-G) (2d wk) 
Town’s best bet. Smash $25,006 
after wow $30,000 for opener. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99) — 
‘Jackie Robinson Story” (EL) (2d 
wk). Down to $9,000 after okay 
$17,000 for first frame. 





Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—‘Gun- 
fighter” (20th) (2d wk). Cut down 
to $15,000 after roaring $25,000 


opening week. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—“‘Johnny Holiday” (UA). Okay 
$14.500. Last week, “‘No Man of 
Own” (Par) (2d wk). Nice $12,500 
for final 10 days. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 

“Story of G.I. Joe’ (UA) 
(reissue). Outside ticket sales 
boosting this to neat $8,500. Last 


week, “Shadow on Wall” (M-G) 
(2d wk), $4,500. 
Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 


“Eagle and Hawk” (Par) (2d wk). 
No lift at $12,000 after dim $18.,- 
000 first session. 


out is 
| State, with fine session. 
| back 
| oKay 


LA. Loaded With H.0.’s; ‘Annie’ Solid 


$38,000, ‘Secret Fury’ Trim $25,000, 
‘Hunt Fast 266, Rocketship 186, 2d 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $441,500 
(Based on 17 theatres.) 
Last Year... $482,300 
(Based on 18 theatres.) 


ville Perks Up: 
Kettles Hot 126 


Louisville, June 6. 








ling a post-holiday slowdown, 


Los Angeles, June 6. 


First-run biz here is experienc- 
with 


|so many holdovers also cutting in. 


o 


There are only three new openers, 
with sole socko trade going to 
Annie Get Gun,” playing in two 


| theatres for solid $38,000. 


' 
| $25,000, 
Hunt” 


| ably 


| 


| Loyola, 


Biz on the whole is perky this | 


week. Weather has been cooler 


than normal for month, and strong | $26.000. 
the downtown houses | 


product in 
is bringing the patrons in. Stand- 
‘Ma and Pa Kettle” at the 


in town at Rialto is doing 
while “No Sad Songs” at 


| Mary Anderson looks neat. 


Estimates for This Week 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 


“Outlaw” | 
| $19,000. 


45-65) — “‘No Sad Songs for Me’’ | 
(Col). Catching a word-of-mouth | 
to hit neat $7, 500. Last week, | 
“Colt .45’° (WB), rousing $8,500. 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; | 
45-65) — “Outlaw” (RKO) = and 
‘Golden Twenties” (RKO). Jane 
Russell opus doing nicely. on re- | 


| Last 
jand 


| Fri.-Sat. 


iof Range” 
\tion at $4,000. 


turn showing at $9,000. Last week, 
“Ticket Tomahawk” (20th) and 
“Killer Shark” (Mono), $8,500. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65) — 
“Ma, Pa Kettle to Town” (U) and 
“Palomino” (Col). Trim $12,000. 
week, “Big Hangover” (M-G) 
“Great Plane Robbery” (UA), 
helped by Dr. Silkini horror 
nights, brisk $10,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,400; 45-65) — 
“Eiffel Tower” (RKO) and “Riders 
(RKO). Not much ac- 
Last week, 
(UA) and “Western Pacific 
(Lip), about same. 


Seattle Slips Lower; 
‘Brute’ Modest $7,000 


Seattle, June 6. 
Riscatind of main floor and re- 
docorating at the Palomar is clos- 
ing the 


Happy, 
Agent” 


? 





|until June 26. Biz is off generally 
| with surplus of holdovers hurting. 


“Love That Brute” looks mild but 


|as good as any newcomer. “Johnny 


Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- | 


99'\—‘‘Secret Fury” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Mild $9,000 after nice $16,500 tee- 


off. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99) — 
“Caged” (WB). Sturdy $22,000. 
Last week, “Colt. 45” (WB) (2d 
wk). $13,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99) — 
“Rock Island Trail’ (Rep'. Mild 
$7,000. Last week “D.O.A.” (UA) 
(2d wk), $5,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99) — 
“Cinderella” (RKO) (11th wk). 


Holding profitable pace at $6,300. 
Last week, $6,500. 


| Slow $5,500. 








Holiday” looks slow. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 
84)—‘“‘Rosie O’Grady” (WB) 
“Women at Headquarters” 
(3d wk). 
week, big $4,200. 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,844; 59- 


59- 
and 
(Rep) 


show | 
| 


“Love 


| Rusticana” 


John, Danz vaudfilm house | 


Paced at okay $3,500. Last | 


84)—“Under My Skin” (20th) and | 


(Mono). | 
“Kiss for | 


Daniel Boone” 
Last week, 


“Young 


Corliss” (UA) and “Dangerous Ven- | 
ture” (UA) pulled after 5 days, sad | 


$3,500. 
Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349; 
59-84)—"‘Love That Brute” 


and “Custom’s Agent” (Col). Mild’ 
$7,000. Last week, “Three Came 
Home” (20th) and ‘Mystery at Bur- 
lesque” (Mono), $6,300. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 59-84) 
—‘Johnny Holiday’ (UA) = and 


__ (Continued on page 18) 





Bride’ Great $28,000, Det. Standout: 
Robinson’ NSG 116, ‘Eagle’ Oke 156 


Detroit, June 
Father of Bride” is el 
the "ilenios to its biggest session 
in many months. Total may reach 
a solid $28,000 or over. Disap- 
pointing showing is being made by 
‘Jackie Robinson Story” at the 
Downtown. “Baron of Arizona” 
also is shaping poor at the Fox. 
“Eagle and Hawk” at the Palms 

looks okay. 

Estimates for This Week 
Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— 
“Baron of Arizona” (Lip). Slim 
$20,000. Last week, “Big Lift” 
(20th) and “Golden Twenties” 

(RKO) (2d wk), okay $18,000. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4.- 
000: 70-95)\—‘‘Father of Bride” 
(M-G). Great $28,000 and best in 
months. Last week, “Colt .45” 
(WB) and “Beware of Blondie” 
(Col), $16,000. 
Palms (UD) 


(2.900; 70-95)'— 


“Eagle and Hawk” (Par) = and 
“Women from frye orig: ’ (Rep). 
Okay $15,000. Last week, “Kill Um- 


(Col) and “Captain Blood” 
$14,000. 

Artists (UD) (2,000; 70- 
(RKO) and “Mo- 
tor Patrol” (Lippert). Slow $10,000 
Last week, ‘“‘No Man of Own” (Par) 
and “David Harding Counterspy”’ 
(Col) (2d wk), $8,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95)— 
“Big Hangover” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Soft $6,000. Last week, $10,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“Secret Fury” (RKO) and “Tillie’s 
Punctured Romance” (reissue) (In- 
die). Mild $7,000. Last week, 
“Please Believe Me” (M-G), $8,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
95)—“ Jackie Robinson Story” (EL). 
Disappointing $11,000. Last week, 
“Cry of Werewolf” (Col) and “Soul 
ot Monster” (Col) (reissues), $5,000. 


pire’ 

(Col), 
United 

95)—‘‘Capture” 


(20th) | fighter” 


| wk). 


| Hunt” 


“Secret Fury” shapes = about 
okay in two sites “Spy 
likewise is oke with $26,- 
|000 in five houses, mostly smaller 
ones. Holdovers are off consider- 
from opening weeks, with 
none very impressive. “Third 
|Man” looms as best of these with 
passably good $26,000 in second 
round, five locations. 
Estimates for This Week 


Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Wilshire (FWC) (2,097; 
2,048; 1,719; 1,248; 2,296; 60-$1'— 
“Third Man” (SRO) (2d wk). Oke 
Last week, above hopes 


at hefty $50,000. 
Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 60-$1'— 


“Colt .45” (WB) (2d wk). Down to 
Last week, smart $37,000. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2 
| 890 2,812; 50-$1)—“Secret Fury” 
| (RKO) and “Dynamite Trail” 
(RKO). Okay $25,000. Last week, 

“No Sad Songs” (Col) and “Coun- 

|terspy”’ (Col) (2d wk-5 days), $15,- 
700. 

Los Angeles, 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 
—‘‘Eagle and Hawk” (Par) and 
“Destination Big House” (Rep) (2d 
Mild $13,000. Last week, nice 
$26,500. 

Orpheum, Forum, Beverly Hills, 
Hawaii (Metropolitan) (2,210; 2,100; 


Hollywood Para- 
1,451; 40-$1) 


834; 1,106; 50-$1)—‘“Rocketship 
X-M” (Lip) and “Everybody’s Danc- 
in’”’ (Lip) (2d wk). Off to $18,000 
in 6 days. LEast week, excellent 


$32,600. 

Loew's State, Egyptian (UA) (2,- 
404; 1,538; 60-$1)—‘‘Annie Get 
Your Gun” (M-G). Solid $38,000. 
Reopened Saturday (3) after being 
closed since May 19. 

United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, Stu- 
dio City, Culver (UA-FWC) (2,100; 
1,370; 885; 880; 1,145; 60-$1)—‘‘Spy 
(U) and “Young Daniel 
(Mono). Okay $26,000. Last 
“Sierra” (U) and “Lucky 
(Mono) (8 days), $22,800 
Star (UA) (900; 60-$1)— 
(Indie) and “Cavalleria 
(Indie) (2d wk). Only 
$1,500. Last week, fair $2,800. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; 60-$1)— 
“Astonished Heart” (U) (3d wk). 
Fair $2,000. Last week, oke $2,500, 


Boone” 
week, 
Losers” 
Four 
“Pagliacci” 





Wash. Sluggish Albeit 


‘Wagonmaster’ Hot 136; 
‘Gunfighter’ Tall 186 


Washington, June 6. 
It's a dull session all along the 


line here currently. “Wagonmas- 
iter,” at RKO Keith’s, shapes as 
best bet, with biggest take in 
|weeks. “Quicksand,” hypoed_ by 
Dick Contino revue onstage, looks 
okay at Loew's Capitol. ‘“Gun- 

is strong at Palace. Hold- 


overs and reissues 
the general average. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-85)—~ 
“Quicksand” (UA) plus Dick Con- 
tino revue onstage. Nice $22,000, 
with stageshow hypoing take. Last 
week, “Kettle To Town” (U) plus 
vaude, better than expected $22,- 


pulling down 


; 000 


Dupont (Lopert) (386; 50-85'— 
“City Lights’ (UA) (reissue) (3d 
wk). Firm $5,000 after $6,000 last 
week. 

Keith's (RKO) (1,939; 
‘“Wagonmaster” (RKO). Fine $13,- 
000, best in weeks. Last week, 
“Buccaneer’s Girl” (U), slow $7,500. 

Little ‘(Lopert) (285; 50-85)— 
“City Lights” (UA) (reissue) (3d 
wk). Slipped to $2,500 after big 
$4,000 last weck. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163; 44- 
74)—-Fortunes Capt. Blood” (Col 
and “Beauty Parade” (Col). Okay 
$6,000. Last week, “Kill Umpire” 
(Col) and “Mark Gorilla” (Col, 
$5,000 

Palace 


44-80)— 


(Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)1— 
“Gunfighter” (20th). Strong $18,- 
000, Last week, “Big Hangover” 
(M-G), nice $17,000. 
Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 50-85) 
No Sad Songs” (Col) (3d wk). 
Slipping fast with fairish $4.500. 
Last week, disappointing $6,000. 
Warner (WB) (2.164; 44-74)— 
“Destination Tokyo? (WB) and 
“God Is Co-Pilot” (WB) (reissues). 
Tepid $10,000. Last week, “Colt 
45” (WB), okay $14,000. 








VARIETY 





Wednesday, June 7, 1950 


a 





It's 


the story 


of the. 
- amazing , 
Gerard 

Dennis 


NOW - 


serving 
8 years 


it 


ing Sing! 
And then 
-90es back 


to the 


Canadian 


jail he 


escaped 


from... 
Of 


7 years 


STARRING 


ALBANY 

Worner Screening Room 

79 W Peorl Sts 1730 PM 
ATLANTA 

POH Century-Fox Screening oom 
¥97 Wotton S) NW + 230PM 
BOSTON 

BEG Screening Loom 

922 Arlington Si. - 230 FM 
BUFFALO 

Poromeunt Screening keom 

464 Fronklien 200 Fm 


more! 


ID BRIA 


CHARLOTTE 


20th Century For Screening Room 


308 S. Chench Sts 200 Pm 
CHICAGO 

Worner Screening Room 
1307 Se Wobosh Ave. - 
CINCINNATI 

RKO Poloce Th Screening Room 


Polace Th Bidg F eth 
CLEVELAND 

Worner Screening Room 
2300 Poyne Ave * SCP M 


1wOrRM 


tO rm 





i 
f 
Cs 
SAS SITLLLTD DATES 


Society § 


in the 


palm 


of his 


and 
AND 





IN THE 





OTHER 





.-44 GAT! 





WITH 


MR. BIG, BLOND 
AND BRUTAL 

OF THE ‘DAMNED 
DON’T CRY’ 


MARJORIE REYNO 


DIRECTED BY 


PETER GODFREY - B 





WARNER BROS: TRADE SHOW JUNE 12 


DALLAS 

20th Century fox Screening Room 
1603 Wood 81s * 200 PM 
DENVER 

Paramount Kreening Room 
2100 Stout St - 200 PM 
DES MOINES 
Poromount Screening Room 
1125 High $1. * 1245 BM 
DETROIT 

frim Exchonge Building 
2310 (oss Ave. + 200 PM 


2025 S. Vermont Ave « 


INDIANAPOLIS 

20th Century-Fox Kreening Room 
326 Wo. Iiinois Sts OO PRM 
JACKSONVILLE 

Florido Theatre Bidg &. Rm 

128 E Forsyth S$: * 800 PM, 
KANSAS CITY 

20th Century Fox Screening Room 
1720 Wyondotte Si * 30 PM 
tOS ANGELES 

Worner Screening Room 


200 Fm 


MEMPHIS 

20th Century Fox SKreening Room 
151 Vonce Ave + 200 PM 
MILWAUKEE 

Worner Theotre Screening Room 
212 W. Wisconsin Ave. > 200 PM, 
MINNEAPOLIS 

Warner Kreening Room 

1000 Currie Ave. * 2007 M 
NEW HAVEN 

Worner Theatre Projection Room 


10 College St. * 2.00 P.M 


NEW ORLEANS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
200 $. Liberty St. * 8.00 PM. 
NEW YORK 

Home Office 

321 W 44th St © 2:30 PM. 
OKLAHOMA 

20th Century-Fox Kreening Room 
10 North lee St. * 130 PM. 
OMAHA 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
, 1507 Dovenport $4. = 100 Pm 





PHILADELPHIA 

Worner Kreening Room 

230 Wo. 13th St + 2:30 PM. 
PITTSBURGH 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1715 Bivd of Allies « 130 7M 
PORTLAND ° 

bewel Box Screening Room 

1947 WW. Kearney So 200 7M 
SALT LAKE 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 


, 216 Fost Ist South - 200 FM 


LDS - JOHN ARCHER 


PRODUCED BY 


RYAN FOY 0 


WRITTEN BY 


RDEN CHASE 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Poromount Kreen:ne Room 

205 Golden Gote Ave + 1 307M 
SEATTLE 

Jewel Box Screening Room 

2318 Second Ave - 10 30 AM 
ST. LOUIS 

Srenco Screening Room 

3143 Olive St - DOO PM 
WASHINGTON 

Warner Theotre Building 
Lith 8 E. Sis NW 10 30 AM. 
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Despite Com Crisis, 


Austrian Music 


Royalties Hold Near Recent Years 


Vienna, May 23. 

Despite a definite money crisis 
in Austria, collection of public per- 
formance fees for music played in 
the country during 1949 was equal 
to take of recent years, when coin 
situation wasn’t so tight, it was 
revealed at the fifth annual gen- 
eral meeting of: Austrian Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers (AKM). 

However, last year’s. drastic 
change in the distribution setup 
caused a considerable drop in in- 
come for pop Viennese music. <Ac- 
cording to AKM’s general manager 
Emil Oswald, the new scheme is 
to award only those amounts which 
members actually deserve. 

An announcement that an 80°% 
advance would be issued on royal- 
ties for 1950, computed on the 
1949 takes, pleased the member- 
ship. Joseph Marx was elected 
association prexy, replacing Bern- 
hard Herzmansky, made honorary 
president. Fritz Stein was named 
an honorary member and _  v.p. 
Other veepees elected were Rudolt 
Sveziensky and Karl Sitka. 

It was also decided at the sessien 
to refuse Franz Lehar’s legacy be- 
cause of certain stipulations which 


AKM felt would turn its accept- 
ance into a loss instead of a gain. 
The association’s suit against 
Ravag, Austrian broadcasting sys- 
tem. is going up to the supreme 
court. Ravag refuses to pay roval- 
ties on disks used. 





Spanish Producer Sets 
Deal for Six Films In 
2 Buenos Aires Houses 


Madrid, May 30. 
Casanova, president 
back here after an ex- 
tensive tour of South America to 
set distribution of his pix there. 
Casanov. announced he had closed 
a deal with the Argentine govern- 
ment and with Agrupacion de Pro- 
ductores Argentinos for the sale of 
Spanish films in Argentina. 

The Gloria and Trocadero thea- 
tres in Buenos Aires will preem 
Spanish pix, of which six by Cifesa 
already have been chosen for show- 
ing before the end of November. 

Casanova bought 13 Argentine 
pix produced by Pan-America, 
Inter-Americana Emeleo and Lu- 
miton for showing in Spain. It was 
also agreed on his trip for Spanish 
stars Aurora Bautista and Arturo 
de Cordoba to work in Buenos 
Aires in films. 

He plans visiting Paris in June 
to close a deal with French pro- 
ducers and distributors for an ex- 
change of artists and directors, the 
bilingual pix to be made here. 


‘CASTLE IN AIR’ BEING 
READIED FOR SCREEN 


London, Mav 30. 
Plans for the filming of “Castle 
in the Air” are well advanced and 
the promoters, Hallmark Produc- 
tions, have no intention of aban- 
doning the project. 
Pic is based on a play by 


Vicente of 


Cifesa, is 





the 
in 


same name, currently running 
the West End with Jack Buchanan 
in the lead. 





Eagle Star Co. Values 
Odeon Shares at $2.80 


London, May 30. 

Star Insurance Co.. with 
of 1,475,930 ordinary 
shares in Odeon theatres, having 
par @walue of 70c and a current 
market quotation of $1.80, has 
placed a nominal valuation of 
$2.80 on this block of stock. 

Sir Brian Mountain, chairman of 
the company, announced at Eagle 
Star annual meeting that follow- 
ing their usual policy of caution, 
the Odeon holding had been in- 
cluded in the balance sheet “at a 
purely nominal figure.” It was 
not revealed that the stock with a 
current market value of approxi- 
mately $2,700,000 had been placed 
on the books at $2.80. 

The announcement however. did 
not affect the value of Odeon 
stock on the excahnge. On the 
contrary, there was a rise of about 
4 on the .davs trading immedi- 
ately following Sir Brian's an- 
hnouncement. 


Eagle 
a hoiding 


’’ 





. scr & 
2d ‘Starlight Roof’ Set 
| . 
For Brighton, England 
London, May 30. 
A second edition of Val Parnell’s 
musical revue, “Starlight Roof,” 
will be offered at the Hippodrome 
Brighton, beginning in July. Bar- 
bara Perry, American actress-dan- 
cer, who played one of the fea- 
tured roles in the original versioa 
of the revue at the Hippodrome 
here last year, will costar with 
English comedian Tommy Trinder 
She leaves New York for London. 
Saturday (10), aboard the Coronia 
Miss 


Perry was last seen on 
Broadway a few months ago with 
Burgess Meredith in the ill-fated 


“Happy As Larry.” 


Local Pix Crowd 


Arg. Screens 


Buenos Aires, May 30. 

Local film producers are rushing 
out their productions. to 
skim all the cream they can before 
the North American pix start com- 
peting again. “Arrabalera” (AAA) 
has already run into a sixth week 
at the Ambassador, where it will 
followed by “El Otro Yo de 
Marcela” (Argentirffla Sono Film) 
on June 13. There are approxi- 
mately four other local productions 
awaiting release before any Yank 
material is set for release. 

Reissues of North American hits 
are still doing extraordinary busi- 
ness. “Spellbound” ran_ three 
weeks at the Opera and was fol- 
lowed by “No Time for Love” and 
“The Uninvited,’ which put up 
considerable opposition to “El 
Seductor” (Interamericana), a local 
starring comedian Luis Sandrini at 
the Gran Rex. “The Seventh Veil” 
and “The Madonna of the Seven 
Moons” (U.) at the Premier, have 
been drawing almost as well as 
when they were first released two 
vears ago. 

“Casablanca” (Warner) is an- 
other hit reissue at the Ideal, which 
has been held ove* for four weeks. 
At the Ocean, *‘La Vendedora de 
Fantasias” (Sono) has run_ into 
four weeks, with fair grosses. 

Municipal authorities are stand- 
ing firm so far on their decision 
that the “continuous” system of 
exploitation must cease June 4, 
claiming that for health reasons 
pix theatres must be emptied 
entirely and disinfected between 
one show and another. Exhibitors 
and distributors still have hopes 
of avoiding this fiat, and a last- 
minute reprieve may be granted. 
Otherwise, all parties in the in- 
dustry will be put to heavy losses. 





ready 


be 





‘Tron Curtain’ Okayed 
For Paris Exhibition 


Paris, June 6. 
‘wentieth-Fox’s anti-Communist 
film, “Iron Curtain.” again will be 
screened here after a court held 
that the picture*s musical score had 


not been wrongfully used. A 
French publishing organization, 


Song of the World, halted exhibi- 
tion of the picture at the Avenue 
theatre last July through an injunc- 
tion. 

In paving the way for resump- 
tion of the film’s distribution, the 
court ruled that Song of the World 
had not proved that it exclusivels 
represented all Russian composers 
in France. Organization originally 
charged that the works of several 
Soviet songsmiths had been used in 
the pic without authorization. 

Legal fight came about after po- 
lice foiled repeated attempts of 
Communists to stop performances 


of the film by instigating riots at 
the Avenue. Besides gaining per 


mission to release “Curtain,”” 20th- 
Fox also was handed $8,400 in dam- 
ages in the court’s decision. 





Italian cameramen have formed 
their own guild or union in Rome, 
called Associazione Italiana Cine- 
maperai. Anchise Brizzi was elect- 
ed president. Brizzi lensed “Pi- 
rates of Capri’ and “Thief of Ven- 
ice.”’ 


| Yugoslavia’s 1,500 Cinemas 


Washington, May 30. 
Yugoslavia will have 1,500 pic-, 
ture theatres by the end of the 
five-year-plan in 1951, or one the- 
atre for every 10,000 persons, ac- 
cording to an official anouncement. | 
This further said that this year 51 
new houses will be opened, mostly 
in industrial centers as well as 
near mines and big factories. The 
state enterprise for film distribu- 
tion has organized a special course 
for theatre managers and technical 
personnel, 
It also said that the 
number of 343 theatres 
to 817 in the past year. 


postwar 
had risen 





Malaya Pic Execs, Irked 
By Bluenose Censoring, 
Ask for Govt. Action 


Singapore, May 30. 


After months of constant diffi- 
culties with Film Censor Jack 
Evans, major company reps met 


with other Malayan film execs to 
discuss methods of belting the 
bluenoser out of office. Unani- 
mously, they agreed, he should be 
sacked. To hasten his removal, de- 
lared Columbia Pictures’ Nonee 
Sen, the trade will petition the 
governor to investigate Evans’ con- 
duct. 

Meeting came on the heels of 
Evans’ action in banning two War- 
ner films, ““‘White Heat” and “Big 


Sleep.” In recent weeks he also 
had forbidden showing of “All 
King’s Men” (Col), “Three Came 
Home” (20th), “Knock on Any 
Door” (Col), and “Blue Lamp” 
(Rank). 


Sen, who acted as spokesman for 
the distributors, charged that oper- 
ation of 
dered on a “dictatorial” system. 
“The censor,” he said, “has no right 
to see in pictures things that are 
not portrayed. He has no business 
to put forward his own implica- 
tions. It becomes fantastic 
the censor bans pictures on pro- 
duction value. Nowhere in the 
ordinance is he authorized to ban 
a picture on production or enter- 
tainment value.” 

Jack Sharp, general manager for 
the Shaw Bros. which operate a 
number of houses in the area. 
threw further fuel on the fires un- 
der Evans. Describing the censor’s 
modus operandi on a Chinese film. 
he stated ‘“‘we were told that the 
picture would be passed only if we 
cult a rhumba scene. The scene is 
no different from any other of its 
kind. Yet the censor asked for this 
deletion because he said that he 
felt ‘it was a cheap and masty imi- 
tation of a western dance’.” 


MEX. INDUSTRY BANK 
YENS QUALITY FILMS 


Mexico City, May 30. 
Pic producers here are inclined 





to be guided by the report by 
ministry of interior’s cinemato- 
graphic department, headed by 


Guillermo Gonzalez. It shows that 
since 1932. when Mexico began a 
film industry here with the mak- 
ing of two sound pix to last Dec. 
31, total production of all-Mexican 
pix was 885 of which only 800 
have been exhibited. Last year 
there was a new high of 110 pix. 
Of these. 107 were Mexican and 
the others were made by U. S. and 
other foreign companies. 

Because 80 pix can never be 
screened. producers have changed 
their minds in view of changed 
tastes by the public and now are 
stressing quality this year. Eighty 
pix will be the entire output as 
against 82 each for 1945 and 1948. 

Quality plan is governed by the 
trade’s own bank, the’ Banco 
Nacional Cinematogratico. which 
virtually holds Mexican producers’ 


purse strings. 
Metro, U in India Radio Tieup 
Goa. India. May 30. 
Radio Goa has made a tieup 


with Universai Pictures and Metro 
of India whereby the station broad- 
casts announcements of their prod- 
uct in the’ India-Pakistan area, 
companies in return plugging Ra- 
dio Goa. 
Radio Goa 
and theatre 
helped. 


ratings 
being 


reports both 
attendance as 





Other Foreign News 
On Page 16 











the censor’s office bor- | 


when | 


| will be “Beggars Opera” 


Unfreezing of Gas Clips London 


Pix Biz; ‘Stage Fright’ Hefty $11,800, 
Irma Oke 66; Place’ Fat $7,800, 2d 


+ 





Markova, Dolin Take Ballet 
To 8,500-Seat Albert Hall 


London, June 6 
After breaking in arena ballet 
at Empress Hall and Harringay, 
Alicia Markova and Anton Dolin 
are taking their company into Al- 
bert Hall, June 26. marking the 
first time this 8.500"seater has been 


used for ballet. 
Markova and Dolin finish the 
second portion of their English 


tour next week in Manchester after 
record-breaking grosses. Albert 
Hall date is for six nights, ending 
July 1. Duo then leave for U. S 
for date at Robin Hood Dell, Phila- 
delphia, July 6. 





Mexico Seeks 70 
Top Quality Pix 


Mexico City, May 30 
Indications that some Mexican 
film producers are striving to top 
last year’s record output of 116 pix 
has resulted in renewed general 
industry effort to keep production 
down to a maximum of 70 pictures 


in 1950. Though the figure will be 
the lowest in a number of years. 
most filmites feel they will make 


out better at the boxoffice despite 
the decrease in production. 

Feeling in the industry that 
with a drop in turnout, producers 
would be able to concentrate on 
making films of higher quality. Of 
the 110 issued last year, only a few 
drew good returns. 

The powerful Peliculas Nacion- 
ales combo is reportedly favoring 
the drive for fewer but better pix 


is 





-MARMSTEDT TO ENTER 


LEGIT FIELD IN FALL 


Stockholm, June 6 

Lorens Marmstedt, who turned 
out a number of pictures for Terra- 
film in the past, will enter the le- 
git field after he returns here in 
the fall from a vacation in south- 
ern Europe. He plans to open a 
theatre in Stockholm which will 
probably be called Intima Teatern 
(Intimate Theatre). Initial show 
with Ing- 
mar Bergman directing. 


Meanwhile, with the arrival of 
the warm weather season, a num- 
ber of houses are switching io 


vaude policies. The Royal. a 900- 


seater, recently closed only to 
reopen a short time later with 
a mixed Swedish-Danish revue 
tagged “Stig Lommer’s’ Show.” 


Business has been brisk. 

China cinema also has started its 
usual summer vaude. Lena Horne 
reportediy may appear there in 
September. 


Azteca Studio Fears 
Strike If Staff Cut 


Mexico City, May 30. 


With the June 15 deadline for 
their labor contract revision with 
Azteca film studios almost here, 


employees beloning to the Cinema- 
tographic Industey Workers Union 
(‘STIC) are muttering about strik- 
ing unless company assures them 
continuance of their present jobs or 
guarantees of new ones Azteca 
however. which recently merged 
with Churbusco studios. is econom- 


ically groggy from a $600,000 fire 
two vears ago and a recent $11.500 
blaze 

In view of the coin loses. indica- 


tions from Azteca execs point to a 
pruning of the union staff, which 
includes electricians, lab help. car- 
penters, stage hands and makeup 
attendants. 


PAGE BALLET HOMING 
Paris. June 6 

Ruth Page-Bentley Stone Ballet 
Co., of Chicago enroute to the 
U. S. after closing a three weeks’ 
run Thursday (1) at the Theatre 
des Champs Elysees. 

Company received a poor critical 
and audience reception through- 
out 


IS 


London, May 29. 

Anticipated Whitsun holiday 
boxoffice boom did not materialize. 
Probably, the freeing of gasoline 
tempted many people to leave 
London for a long weekend on the 
Coast, with the result that the 
West End biz was only slightly 
above average. 

There were five new bills dur- 
ing the past week with “Stage 
Fright” collaring most of the press 
notices. It is expected to wind up 
its first week at brisk $11,800 or 
over. 

“Ambush” was the first Metro 
after a fortnight since the vaud- 
film policy was instituted = six 
months ago. A strong Universal 
double bill of “Deported” and 
“Double Crossbones” at Gaumont 
shapes handy $8,500. Disney's 
“Ichabod & Toad” supported by 
“The Capture” grossed over $7,000 


in its second round. “In Lonely 
Place” also is fine in holdover. 
All estimates do not include ad- 
mission tax. Admission prices 
listed are inclusive of tax 
Estimates for Last Week 
Carlton (Par) (1,128; 65-$1.60'— 
“Friend Irma” (Par) and “Eagle 


Opened to little 
around $6,000. 


and Hawk” (Par). 
above average at 
Liolds. 

Empire (M-G) (3,099; 50-$1.60)— 
“Ambush” (M-G) and stageshow 
(2d wk). Final session to modest 
$12.600, making it first film to be 
pulled after forthnight since vaud- 


film began.’ “Key io City’ (M-G) 
in today. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 45- 
$1.60) — “Deported” (U) and 
“Double Crossbones” (U). Healthy 
$8.500 or near, and continuing 
strong. 


Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1.753: 45-$1.6@) — “Wabash Ave- 
nue” (20th) (3d wk). Nice at near 
$6,800, almost equalling first week 


at $7,000. “So Long at Fair’ (GFD) 
moves in June 1]. 

London Pavilion (U-A) (1,217; 
45-$1.60) — “Ichabod, Mr. Toad” 
(RKO) and “The Capture” (RKO) 
Another strong double. bill at 
$7.000 in its second week. 

Odeon, Leicester Square 
(CMA) (2.200: 45-$1.60) — “Mrs. 
Mike” (UA) and “Johnny Holiday” 
(UA). Fairly good $8,500. Con- 
tinues. 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) 
(2.200: 45-$1.60) — “In Lonels 
Place’ (Col) and “Father Is a 
Bachelor’ (Col) (2d wk), Fine 
$7,800. 

Plaza (Par) (1,992; 65-$1.60) — 


“Black Hand” (M-G). Opened to 
niftv $9,200, and holding firmly. 

Warner (WBE) 1,735; 45-$1.60:'— 
“Stage Fright” (WB). Nifty $11.- 
800 for first week. Opening week- 
end did over $8,500. Holds 


Sweden to Probe Film 
Biz After Hundreds Of 


Cinemas, Studios Close 


Stockholm, June 6 
With economic conditions squeez- 
ing both producers and exhibitors 
the government has now appointed 
a committee to investigate the sit- 





uation, Trade circles welcomed 
the government’s step, but some 
observers feel that such a probe 


will be of little value since similar 
committee investigations in the 
past were long drawn out and 
never accomplished anything 

On the heels of the recent clos- 
ine of hundreds of theatres in 
rural areas due to the high admis- 


sion tax, several production com- 
panies have been forced to shut 
down 

Chief of these is Kungsfilm, 
which folded its studio May 15. 
Until the outlook improves. man- 
ager Inge Ivarsson declared, the 
firm won't make any more pic- 
tures 


Mischa Elman Winding Up 
Ist Postwar Europe Tour 
May 30 

Mischa Elman, now playing here, 
goes to Florence, Turin and Milan, 
before sailing for the U. S. June 8. 
The violinist, on his first postwar 
tour of Europe, has drawn top 
critical notices and = enthusiastic 
audiences. 

His Italian tour was preceded by 
Belgian, French and Holland ap- 
pearances and two recitals in Lon- 

(don 


tome, 
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Argentine Union to Stage Vaude 
With Own Setup Sans Exhibs ics rai" sven 


tion, which had been telecast be-— 


Buenos Aires, May 30. 

The Argentine Union, which for 
some time has been trying to 
persuade exhibitors to include 
vaudeville along with their film of- 
ferings, has given up the attempt 
xfter repeated failures. De- 
termined to provide work for un- 
employed entertainers, the union 
is now dickering to lease the Mu- 
nicipal theatre here for vaude 
presentations. A plan also is in 
work to lease some of the 22 legit 
houses here on the one day a week 
they remain dark. 

Possibility of presenting vaude 
in first-run film houses, which re- 
cently have been playing concert 
dates, has been scotched since the 
importation of U. S. films is to be 
resumed. Among the concert per- 
formers who have appeared here 
this month are Sir Malcolm 
Sargent, British symphony conduc- 
tor; Pierre Fournier, French violin- 
ist-cellist who appeared as soloist 


with Sargent; Wilhelm Furt- 
waengler. German. conductor; 
Claudio Arrau, pianist; Witold 


Polish pianist; Ru- 
Czechoslovakian 


Malcuczynsky, 
dolph_ Firkusny, 
pianist; Henryk Szeryng, violinist 
and the Trapp Family Singers 
Marian Anderson is skedded to 
make an appearance here after an 
eight-year absence for the Colon 
Opera to be followed by a stand at 


the Gran Rex theatre. The 
Katherine Dunham troupe is also 
slated to appear here. 


shortage in 
managements 


dollar 
concert 


Jue to the 
Argentina, 


wre having a tough time working 
out deals. 
Jean Louis Barrault’s French 


thesping company is slated to ap- 
pear at the Odeon theatre here the 
end of June after appearances in 
Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo and 
Montevideo. Yehudi Menuhin is 
also scheduled to appear in Buenos 
Aires. Violinist leaves Paris for 
Brazil about June 17 for a concert 
engagement in Rio de _ Janeiro. 
Tours in Uruguay and Argentina 
will follow. 
Vienna, Mav 25. 

A Broadway flop of a few seasons 
#go0 has turned up as a hit in Vien- 
na. having arrived, 
Paris. ' 

The play, “Die Kinder Eduards” 
‘“Edwards’ Children’), was_ first 
done by the American writing team 
of Frederick Jackson and R. Bot- 
tomley. After it flopped on Broad- 
way, the French author Mare-Gil- 
bert Sauvajon adapted it for Paris. 
After a success in Paris, it was 
adapted into German by the Vien- 
nese playwright Robert Blum, and 
began last week what promises to 
be a successful run in the state- 
subsidized Akadamie theatre. 

The Gallicized American comedy 
coneerns a woman who wants chil- 
dren without having to take a hus- 
band into the bargain. She _ has 
three children from three different 
men. but marries none of them. 
She buys a portrait of a stranger 
in a second-hand shop, names him 
Edward and lives in the eves of 
the world as his widow. 

Under its original titie, ‘Love 
and Learn,” the Frederick Jackson- 
R. Bottomley play was produced on 
Broadway during the 1920-21 sea- 
son. The French adaptation was 
presented in Paris a year ago as 
“Les Enfants d’Edouard.” 


Finland Pix Production 
Off; Ban 2 U.S. Films 
Helsinki, Mav 30. 

Two American films have been 
banned by the Finnish Censorship 
Board They are “Red Danube” 
and “Conspirator,” both Metro pix. 
Among the many films which have 
passed through Finnish censorship 
and to be shown or already play- 
ing in Finland are several old 
American subjects including “To 
Be or Not to Be” (UA), “Escape to 
Happiness” (‘SRO’) and “The Dic- 
lator” (UA). 

Domestic production is still ac- 
live but on smaller scale. During 
1949 16 films were produced but 
only about six new pix have been 
turned out this year. 


however, via 


» 
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Ballet Rambert Little 


Draw in Parisian Stand 
Paris, May 30. 
Ballet Rambert, Marie Rambert’s 
London ballet company, is filling 
a two-week engagement at _ the 
Sarah Bernhardt here. An impro- 
vised orchestra pit is distracting to 
the better orchestra seats. In its 
fourth day the troupe is playing 
io half-empty houses. 
This maybe due to 
beaten-path location of the thea- 
tre: lack of proper hypoing, and 
inexpert vublic relations. The com- 
pany program and dance tend to- 
wards pleasant, frothy numbers 
with contemporary music and 
choreography. Young blood has a 
romp, and the series of short bal- 
lets are full of invention and satire. 
They point up the untouched fields 
of good comic ballet. 


the off-the- 


France May Allow Ads 
On Radio to Develop 
Lagging TV Programs 


Paris, May 30. 

Because radio and TV appropria- 
tions won’t permit developing tele- 
vision properly, Minister of Infor- 
mation Pierre Henri Teitgen is ask- 
ing Parliament to permit him to 
accept advertising on one of the 
three French national radio webs. 
Chsine Parisienne. A ceiling of 
$1,200,000 yearly would be permit- 


ted. Advertising would have to be 
only by announcing the sponsor 


withcut any other commercials. To 
appease the publications, any ad 
vertiser on the radio would have 
to take an equal amount of adver- 
tising in the press. 

This appears to be a wedge for 
French Radio to turn commercial 
because when the government has 
tasted that source of revenue, it Is 
not likely to stop there. 

Radio and TV are both on the 
same appropriation but TV is cur- 
rently getting only what is left over 
from radio. 

Minister Teitgen considers about 
$3,000,000 is yearly required to give 
three hours of television programs 
annually. Also that this requires 
about 3.300.000 feet of film. This 
is about 15°. more than the current 
total output of the French studios. 


U.S. Strawhat Director 
Scripting Vienna Play 


Vienna, May 30. 

The Volkstheatre here, which 
produced Irwin Shaw’s “The Gen- 
tle People” this season, has taken 
an option on a new play by Peter 
Preses, former director-plavwright 
of the Czunquit (Me.) plavhouse. 
The play. “Piper of Vienna.” writ- 
ten in collaboration with Austrian 
novelisi Ulrich Becher, will open 
the Volkstheatre’s fall season. A\l- 
though Preses has not produced 
on Broadway, his “Bockerer” was 
one of the biggest hits of the post- 
war Vienna theatre. 

The author-director, in Vienna 
this season as guest director in the 
Theatre in der Josefstadt, was re- 
sponsible for promoting the Euro- 
pean premiere here of Tennessee 


Williams’ short play, “27 Wagons 
tull of Cotton.” Preses will return 
to New York next fall. 





German Screen Bits 











Frankfurt, May 23. 

Metro plans to release 16 pix by 
the end of August. including “Mrs. 
Miniver,” “The Outriders” and 
“Mystery Street.” Alfred Neu- 
mann to do a pic with producer 
Eugene A. Borkum next month. 
Borkum also secured rights for 
further Neumann scripts 
Willy Fritsch took over Heinz 
Ruehmann’'s” role’ in Comedia’s 
latest film Theo Lingen, Hans 
Moser and Lucie Englisch to star 


in “The Football Goal.” a Willy 
Zevn production. Shooting starts 
this month in Munich “For 
Whom Bell Tolls” now being syn- 
chronized in Munich Emundes 
Film renamed Neo Film. Com- 
pany gives its capitalization as 
100,000 marks ($23,000). Michael 


Near- 
Film’s latest 


Margaritow is manager 
lv 500.000 saw Real 
release, “Gabriela.” 


, 


~ British Ban TV Pix Again 


London, May 30. 
The exhibitor ban on televised 


fore reissue rights after being ac- 


quired by Apex Distributors, is 
the latest victim. ; 
Company has been advised by 


the Cinematograph Exhibitors 
Assn. that it would not be willing 
to revoke its exhibition ban. 





Mex Pixers Eye 
Europe Market 


4 drive to win a greater slice of 


the European market is. being 
launched by the Mexican’ Film 
Producers and Distributors Assn. 


(Peliculas Mexicanas) through its 
Europe, Africa and Near East rep 
William Karol. Associated in pre- 
war years with UFA, he has sailed 
from New York to set up offices in 


Vienna and Frankfurt He took 
prints of about 20 Mexican pic- 
tures with him 

While abroad, Karol will also 
confer with top continental film 
men about an exchange of talent 
and technicians between Mexico 
and western European countries 


Proposal is being pushed both by 
his organization and the Mexican 
government, 

In line with boosting its cultural 
affinities with other lands, the 
Mexican government along with 
its picture industrv plans to hold 
an international film festival in 
Mexice Citv sometime in 1951. 


Karol will sound ot produce:s’ 
organizations in France, Britain. 
Italy and other countries on the 


rroposed meet. It weuld be mod- 
eled after the Venice and Cannes 
festivals. 


Czecho Claims Record 
Festival Entry List 
Washington, May 30. 

Czechoslovakia claims a record 
participation in the International 
Film Festival to be held this Juiy 
in the world-famous of Kar- 
lovy Varv ‘(Karsbad’' and Ma- 
rianske Lazne (Marienbad). The 
official announcement said 21 coun- 
tries will enter the contest. thus 
surpassing by one last vear’s par- 
ticipation in the festival, then held 
at Marianske Lazne. 

This vear’s participants are the 
U. S.. Great Britain. Soviet Union, 
France, Mexico, India, Switzerland, 
Communist* China, Austria, Swe- 
den, the Netherlands, Finland, Nor- 
way, Denmark, Poland, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Romania, Bulgaria. Hungary, 


spas 


Albania and East Germany. The 
four new comers are China, Aus- 
tria and the Netherlands. with full- 
length features, and Fir'and. with 
shorts and documentaries. Bulga 
ria and Romania will enter with 
full-length features for the first 
time. 


= 


About 25 full-length features and 
60 shorts and documentaries will 
be shown at the festival. Each par- 
ticipating country may enter 
pix in each category. 

Claimed that the festival will be 
bigger than the traditional film 
meets at. Venice and Cannes. 


two 





Current London Shows 
(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, June 6. 

“Background,” Westminster (3). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (58). 
“Brigadoon,” Miajesty’s (60), 
“Castle Air,” Savoy (26). 
“Cocktail Party.” New (5). 
“Eliz. Slept Here,” Strand 
“Excellency,” Princess -(2), 
“Fallen Argels,” Ambass. (26). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (35) 
“Harvey,” Prince of Wales 
“Hat Trick,” Yorke’'s (2) 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (71), 
“Holly and Ivy.” Duch. (4). 
“Home at Seven,” W'ham (13). 
“King Rhapsody,” Palace (38) 
“Knights Madness,” Vic. Pal. (12). 
“Latin Qt. 1950,” Casino (12). 
“Mr. Gillie,” Garrick (13). 
“Oklahoma!” Stull (157). 

“On Mon. Next,” Comedy (23). 
“Ring Round Moon,” Giobe (19). 
“Sauce Piquante,” Cm’‘br'ge (6). 
“Streetcar,” Aldwych (35). 
“Traveller's Joy,” Criterion (104). 
“Treasure Hunt.” Apollo (38). 
“Venus Observed,” St. J'm’s (20). 
“Way Things Go.’ Phoenix (14). 


(32). 


(75). 


) “Worm’s View,” Whitehall (163). 


Caste, Not Cast, Greatest Headache 
To Lensing in India, Sez Mckldcwney 





Cappi Makes Holy Year 


Feature in Vatican 


Rome, May 30. 

Jerome Cappi, Hollywood tech- 
nician, is making a documentary in 
color on the Holy Year here. With 
full permission and cooperation 
from the church authorities, Capni 
has filmed the Holy Year activities 
in the Vatican, of the Pilgrims and 
high church almost 
newsreel style, Completed film 
will run about 60 minutes. 

Cappi used ANSCO color proc- 
ess to photograph the art objects, 
paintings and garb. Cappi is pro- 
ducer, having put up his own 
money for the-entire backing, and 
also director, Cameraman, cutter 
and__ technician. Reported that 
20th-Fox may release it in the 
U. S., but no definite pact has been 
signed. 


Brit. Equity Rakes Rank 
Over Coals for Dearth 
Of Work in Production 


London, May 30. 

Film actors. thousands of whom 
were reported out of work, and 
all were having a tough time, dis- 
cussed the British studio crisis at 
the British Actors’ Equity annual 
meeting. They decided to lobby 
Members of Parliament and state 
their case at a series of public 
meetings 

A resolution fegreting that more 
drastic action had not been taken 


dignitaries in 





Dv Equity to deal with the crisis 
was introduced by Roger Snow- 
den, who asserted that the Pritish 


industry “is being al’owed io rot 
while millions of precious dollars 
are being wasted on a foreign prod- 
uct which is in many cases inferior 
to our own.” J. Arthur Rank, said 
Snowden, blamed the restrictive 
practice of the unions and exces- 
sive admission tax. The first, he 
contended, was sheer nonsense. 

As for the second, “Mr. Rank, 
the exhibitor and Mr. Rank, the 
distributor, are so greedy that poor 
Mr. Rank, the producer, cannot 
afford to make pictures.” 

Another resolution complained 
there were too many theatrical 
agents charging too high a per- 
centage rate, urged setting up a 
licensing system which would limit 
their number and make them op- 
erate on an agreed code. The ex- 
ample of U. S. was cited, where of 
55 agents approved by American 
Equity, all except nine did not 
charge more than 5°. Agents 
here charge 10°-. 


Vienna Cheers Jeritza 
On Return in 2 Operas 


Vienna. Mav 30. 

An aging but still vital beauty, 
Maria Jeritza returned to Vienna 
this week and turned the town up- 
side down. Admitting to 65 vears, 
she did two appearances at the 
State Opera (‘in “Tosca” and 
“Cavalleria Rusticana”™’) and a con- 
cert at the big Konzerthaus. All 
were sellouts. with thousands of 
turnawavys. Enthusiasts were on 
the opera house boxoffice lines 24 
hours before the ducats went on 
sale. Viennese are paving up to 
$33 on the black market for tick- 
ets to subsequent opera appear- 
ances. 

After the shows, stagedoor 
crowds were so thick the diva had 
difficulty getting her auto un- 


der way. The mobs. gathered 
again under Jeritza’s hotel win- 
dows and yelled until she = ap- 


peared on the balcony and tossed 
out roses and photos of herself. 
On the critical side, the review- 
ers were as Enthusiastic as the 
customers. Jeritza’s return to, the 


town where she made opera his- 
tory in the °20’s .was front page 


news in every daily. 

AUTEN LAUNCHES RESORT 

Capt. Harol@ Auten, head of 
United Artists’ roadshow depart- 
ment and personal rep for Greater 
Union Theatres (Australian) and 
Kerridge chain (New Zealand). 
has launched a summer vacation 
resort spot near Bushkill, Pa. 

Pocono Mountains resort in- 
cludes cabins and cottages as well 
as two clubhouses, main dining 
room and usual outdoor activities. 


ne 


| operates 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Picture-making in India is ¢ 
strenuous undertaking. That's the 
opinion of Ken McEldowney, prexy 
of Oriental-International Films. He 
is just back from seven months in 
Bengal, producing ‘“‘The River.” 

First of all, there's the religion 
of the country which must be con- 
sidered at every step. Castes figure 
prominently in general troubles, 
too. 

Laws of India precluded equip- 
ment being shipped into country, 
Everything had to be personally 
brought in, regardless of how vital 
to production. To top everything 
else, McEldowney and Jean Renoir, 
who directed film, ram smack into 
a war between the Hindus and Mos- 
lems, with the result Calcutta, 
where they headquartered, was con- 
stantly under bombardment for 
weeks. 

McEidowney made four trips to 
India to prep the start of his pic- 
ture. Film is financed by one of 
the Indian rajahs, who will back 
the producer in further ventures. 
Excessive number of junkets was 
necesSary because laws of country 
kept changing. 

No budget could be set here for 
picture due to the fact that pro- 
duction had never before been un- 
dertaken similarly by a foreign pro- 
ducer there. Film was brought in 
for $6,000 under budget finally set. 

What's the Hurry? 

Philosophy of the country—or 


lethargy—also was against setting 
any shooting schedule. Film final- 
ly carried 112-day slate. There 


were no particular starting hours 
since native casts and helpers had 
no idea of time, and a 9 a. m. gall 
frequently meant a 10:30 or J1 ane. 


takeoff. Against a definite sched- 
ufe also were hoiv days, religious 
holidays, wr ch occurred at least 


once a week. 

Holy places and sacred animals 
were other sources of production 
difficulty. A riot almost occurred on 
member of 


one occasion when a 

the company climbed up a holy 
tree. It required half a day of 
fast and furious talking on McEI- 


downey's part to square this beef. 
Mealtimes another hurdle arose to 
throw the producer. Considering 
the fact so many castes were in- 
volved, seven different types of 
food had to be prepped. 


ARG. GAMBLING TAKE 
$200,000,000 IN °49 


Buenos Aires, May 30. 

Almost $200,000,000 was bet in 
Argentina at the gambling casinos 
on horse racing and the National 
Lottery during 1949. The Buenos 
Aires province government, which 
Argentirna’s most lucra- 
tive gambling spots. has announced 
that its Atlantic Coest cusinos at 
Mar del Plata, Miramar and 
Necochea took in a profit of 
$55,000,000 last year. Of that. the 
government spends 30° on public 
works: 30°° for the improvement 
of the resorts themselves, and 40'o 
for social welfare. 


The lottery takes in about 
$17,000,000 annually, of which 
about 60° is paid out in prizes. 


About $112.000,000 was bet on the 
horses at the Palermo, San Isidro 
and La Plata race tracks. 

General opinion here is that the 
1950 take will not show as big a 
profit as the preceding year as 
indicated by upped costs and a 
downbeat in all lines of biz. 

Chile House Vaccinates Free 

Santiage, Chile, May 30. 

When civic authorities ordered 
theatres to refuse admittance te 
anyone without a vaccinationecer- 
tificate during a recent smallpox 
epidemic, Metro theatre provided 


the town’s citizens with free in- 
oculation service. Owned by 
Loew's International, house was 


the only theatre to offer this. 
Manager Guillermo Echazu pro- 
vided shots to prospective  film- 


. goers during the 23-day emergency 


handed them certifi- 


for admission. 


period and 
cates needed 





Rothenberg To Europe 

Marvin Rothenberg, Trans-Film 
director, and wife sail tomorrow 
(Thurs.) on the Queen Mary tor 
two months in Europe. 

“Make Way for Youth,” which 
Rothenberg made for the National 
Social Welfare Assembly, will be 
shown at the Venice film festival 
this year. 
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rgentine Union to Stage Vaude 
With Own Setup Sans Exhibs sistas "th soe 


Buenos Aires, May 30. 

The Argentine Union, which for 
some time has been trying to 
persuade exhibitors to include 
vaudeville along with their film of- 
ferings, has given up the attempt 
after repeated failures. De- 
termined to provide work for un- 
employed entertainers, the union 
is now dickering to lease the Mu- 
nicipal theatre here for vaude 
presentations. A plan also is in 
work to lease some of the 22 legit 
houses here on the one day a week 
they remain dark. 

Possibility of presenting vaude 
in first-run film houses, which re 
cently have been playing concert 
dates, has been scotched since the 
importation of U. S. films is to be 
resumed. Among the concert per- 
formers who have appeared here 
this month are Sir Malcolm 
Sargent, British symphony conduc- 
tor; Pierre Fournier, French violin- 
ist-cellist who appeared as soloist 
with Sargent; Wilhelm Furt- 
waengler. German. conductor; 
Claudio Arrau, pianist; Witold 
Malecuezynsky. Polish pianist; Ru- 


dolph Firkusny, Czechoslovakian 
pianist: Henryk Szeryng, violinist 
and the Trapp Family Singers 


skedded to 
here after an 


Anderson is 
make an appearance 

eight-year absence for the Colon 
Opera to be followed by a stand at 
the Gran Rex theatre. The 
Katherine Dunham troupe is also 
slated to appear here. 

the dollar 
concert 


Marian 


shortage in 
managements 


Due to 
Argentina, 


are having a tough time working 
out deals. 
Jean Louis Barrault’s French 


thesping company is slated to ap- 


pear at the Odeon theatre here the 
end of June after appearances in 
Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo and 


Nontevideo. Yehudi Menuhin is 


aiso scheduled to appear in Buenos 
Aires Violinist leaves Paris for 
Brazil about June 17 for a concert 
engagement in Rio de Janeiro 


Tours in Uruguay and Argentina 


will follow. 


OLD BROADWAY FLOP 
NOW VIENNESE HIT 


Vienna, May 25. 

A Broadway flop of a few seasons 
ago has turned up as a hit in Vien- 
na. having arrived, 
Paris. 

The play, “Die Kinder Eduards” 
‘Edwards’ Children’), was first 
done by the American writing team 
of Frederick Jackson and R. Bot- 
tomley. After it flopped on Broad- 
way, the French author Mare-Gil- 
bert Sauvajon adapted it for Paris. 
After a success in Paris, it was 
adapted into German by the Vien- 
nese playwright Robert Blum, and 
began last week what promises to 
be a successful run in the state- 
subsidized Akadamie theatre. 

The Gallicized American comedy 
concerns a woman who wants chil- 
dren without having to take a hus- 
band into the bargain. She has 
three children from three different 
men, but marries none of them. 
She buys a portrait of a stranger 
in a second-hand shop, names him 
Edward and lives in the eves of 
the world as his widow. 

Under its original title, “Love 
and Learn,” the Frederick Jackson- 
R. Bottomley play was produced on 
Broadway during the 1920-21 sea- 
son. The French adaptation was 
presented in Paris a vear ago as 
“Les Enfants d’Edouard.” 


however, via 





Finland Pix Production 
> ‘ _ i 
Off; Ban 2 U.S. Films 
Helsinki, Mav 30. 

Two American films have been 
banned by the Finnish Censorship 
Board They are “Red Danube” 
and “Conspirator,” both Metro pix. 
Among the manv films which have 
passed through Finnish censorship 
and to be shown or already play- 
ing in Finland are several old 
American subjects including “To 
Be or Not to Be” (UA), “Escape to 
Happiness” (SRO) and “The Dic- 
tator” (UA). 

Domestic production is still ac- 
tive but on smaller scale. During 
1949 16 films were produced but 
only about six new pix have been 
turned out this year. 


+ 





Ballet Rambert Little 


Draw in Parisian Stand 
Paris, May 30. 

Ballet Rambert, Marie Rambert’s 
London ballet company, is filling 
a two-week engagement at the 
Sarah Bernhardt here. An impro- 
vised orchestra pit is distracting to 
the better orchestra seats. In its 
fourth day the troupe is playing 
to half-empty houses. 

This maybe due to the off-the- 
beaten-path location of the thea- 
ire: lack of proper hypoing, and 
inexpert vublic relations. The com- 
pany program and dance tend to- 
wards pleasant, frothy numbers 
with contemporary music and 
choreography Young blood has a 
romp, and the series of short bal- 
lets are full of invention and satire. 
They point up the untouched fields 
of good comic ballet. 


France May Allow Ads 
On Radio to Develop 
Lagging TV Programs 


Paris, May 30 

Because radio and TV appropria- 
tions won’t permit developing tele- 
vision properly, Minister of Infor- 
mation Pierre Henri Teitgen is ask- 
ing Parliament to permit him to 
accept advertising on one of the 
three French national radio webs, 
Chaine Parisienne. A ceiling of 
$1,200,000 yearly would be permit- 
ted. Advertising would have to be 
only by announcing the sponsor, 
without any other commercials. To 
appease the publications, any ad- 
vertiser on the radio would have 
to take an equal amount of adver- 
tising in the press. 

This appears to be a 
French Radio to turn commercial 
because when the government has 
tasted that source of revenue, it Is 
not likely to stop there 

Radio and TV both on the 
same appropriation but TV is cur- 
rently getting only what is left over 
from radio. 

Minister Teitgen considers about 
$3,000,000 is vearly required to give 
three hours of television programs 
annually. Also that this requires 
about 3.300.000 feet of film This 
is about 15°° more than the current 
total output of the French studios. 


wedge for 


are 


US. Strawhat Director 
Scripting Vienna Play 


Vienna, May 30. 
The Volkstheatre here. which 
produced Irwin Shaw’s “The Gen- 
tle People” this season, has taken 


an option on a new play by Peter 
Preses, former director-plavwright 
of the Ogunquit ‘(Me.) plavhouse. 
The play. “Piper of Vienna.” writ- 
ten in collaboration with Austrian 
novelist Ulrich Becher, will open 
the Volkstheatre’s fall season. Al- 
though Preses has not produced 
on Broadway, his “‘Bockerer” was 
one of the biggest hits of the post- 
war Vienna theatre. 

The author-director, in Vienna 
this season as guest director in the 
Theatre in der Josefstadt, was re- 
sponsible for promoting the Euro- 
pean premiere here of Tennessee 
Williams’ short play, “27 Wagons 
tull of Cotton.” Preses will return 
to New York next fall. 





German Screen Bits 











Frankfurt, May 23. 
Metro plans to release 16 pix by 
the end of August, including “Mrs 
Miniver,” “The Outriders” and 
“Mystery Street.” Alfred Neu- 


mann to do a pice with producer 
Eugene A. Borkum next month. 


Borkum also secured rights for 
further Neumann. scripts 

Willy Fritsch took over Heinz 
Ruehmann’s” role’ in Comedia’s 


latest film Theo Lingen, Hans 


Moser and Lucie Englisch to star 
in “The Football Goal.” a Wills 
Zevn production. Shooting starts 
this month in Munich “For 
Whom Bell Tolls” now being syn- 
chronized in Munich Emundes 
Film renamed Neo Film. Com- 
pany gives its capitalization as 
100,000 marks ($23,000). Michael 
Margaritow is manager Near- 


Iv 500.000 saw 
release, 


Real 
“Gabriela.” 


Film's latest 


~ British Ban TV Pix Again 


London, May 30. 
The exhibitor ban on televised 


tion, which had been telecast be- 
fore reissue rights after being ac- 
quired by Apex Distributors, Is 
the latest victim. 


* Company has been advised by 


the Cinematograph Exhibitors 
Assn. that it would not be willing 
to revoke its exhibition ban. 


Mex Pixers Eye 
Europe Market 


A drive to win a greater slice of 





the European market is being 
launched by the Mexican Film 
Producers and Distributors Assn. 


(Peliculas Mexicanas) through its 
Europe, Africa and Near East rep 
William Karol. Associated in pre- 
war years with UFA, he has sailed 
from New York to set up offices in 


Vienna and Frankfurt He took 
prints of about 20 Mexican pic- 
tures with him. 

While abroad, Karel will also 
confer with top continental film 
men about an exchange of talent 
and technicians between Mexico 


and western European countries 
Proposal is being pushed both by) 
his organization and the Mexican 
government. 

In line with boosting its cultural 
affinities with other lands, the 
Mexican government along with 
its picture industrv plans to ho!d 
an international film festival in 
Mexico Citv sometime in 1951. 

Karol will sound out produce:s’ 
organizations in France, Britain, 
Italy and other countries on the 
proposed meet. It would be mod- 
eled after the Venice and Cannes 
festivals. 





Czecho Claims Record 
Festival Entry List 
Washington, Mav 30 
claims a record 
participation in the International 
Film Festival to be held this Juls 
in the world-famous spas of Kar- 
lovy Varv Karsbad! and Ma- 
rianske Lazne ‘Marienbad). The 
official announcement said 21 coun- 
tries will enter the contest, thus 
surpassing by one last vear’s par- 
ticipation in the festival, then held 

at Marianske Lazne. 

This vear's participants are the 
U. S.. Great Britain, Soviet Union, 
France, Mexico, India, Switzerland, 
Communist* China, Austria, Swe- 
den, the Netherlands, Finland. Nor- 
way, Denmark, Poland, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Romania. Bulgaria, Hungary, 
Albania and East Germany. The 
four new comers are China, Aus- 
tria and the Netherlands, with full- 
length features, and Finland. with 
shorts and documentaries. Bulga- 
ria and Romania will enter with 
full-length features for the first 
time. 

About 25 full-length features and 
60 shorts and documentaries will 
be shown at the festival. Each par- 
ticipating country may enter two 
pix in each category. 

Claimed that the festival will be 
bigger than the traditional film 
meets at. Venice and Cannes. 


Czechoslovakia 





(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, June 6. 
“Background,” Westminster (3). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (58), 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty’s (60). 
“Castle Air,” Savoy (26). 
“Cocktail Party.” 
“Eliz. Slept 
“Excellency, 
“Fallen Angels,’ 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (35) 
“Harvey,” Prince of Wales 
“Hat Trick,” Yorke’s ‘2) 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (71). 
“Holly and Ivy.” Duch. (4). 
“Home at Seven,” W’ham (13). 
“King Rhapsody,” Palace (38) 
“Knights Madness,” Vic. Pal. (12). 


New (5). 
Here,” Strand 
Princess -(2), 


* Ambass. (26). 


(32). 


” 


(75). 


“Latin Qt. 1950,” Casino (12). 
“Mr. Gillie,” Garrick (13). 
“Oklahoma!” Stull (157). 

“On Mon. Next,” Comedy (23). 


“Ring Round Moon,” Globe (19). 
‘Sauce Piquante.” Cm’‘br’ge (6), 
*Streetear,” Aldwych (35). 
“Traveller's Joy,” Criterion (104), 
“Treasure Hunt.’ Apollo (38). 
“Venus Observed,” St. J’m’s (20). 
“Way Things Go.” Phoenix (14). 


i; “Worm's View,” Whitehall (163). 


Caste, Not Cast, Greatest Headache — 
To Lensing in India, Sez McEldowney 





Cappi Makes Holy Year 


Feature in Vatican 
Rome, May 30. 

Jerome Cappi, Hollywood tech- 
nician, is making a documentary in 
color on the Holy Year here. With 
full permission and cooperation 
from the church authorities, Cappi 
has filmed the Holy Year activities 
in the Vatican, of the Pilgrims and 
high church dignitaries in almost 
newsreel style, Completed film 
will run about 60 minutes. 

Cappi used ANSCO color proc- 
ess to photograph the art objects, 
paintings and garb. Cappi is pro- 
ducer, having put up his own 
money for the-entire backing, and 


also director, cameraman, cutter 
and__ technician. Reported that 
20th-Fox may release it in the 


U. S., but no definite pact has been 
signed. 


Brit. Equity Rakes Rank 
Over Coals for Dearth 


Of Work in Production 


London, May 30. 

thousands of whom 
out of work, and 
tough time, dis- 





Film actors. 
were reported 
all were having a 
cussed the British studio crisis at 
the British Actors’ Equity annual 
meeting. They decided to lobby 
Members of Parliament and state 
their case at a series of public 
meetings 

A resolution fegreting that more 


drastic action had not been taken 
by Equity to deal with the crisis 
was introduced bv’ Roger Snow- 
den, who asserted that the British 


industry “is being allowed to rot 
while millions of precious dollars 
are being wasted on a foreign prod- 
uct which ts in many cases inferior 
to our own.” J. Arthur Rank, said 


Snowden, blamed the restrictive 
practice of the unions and exces- 
sive admission tax. The first, he 
contended, was sheer nonsense. 
As for the second, “Mr. Rank, 
the exhibitor and Mr. Rank, the 


distributor, are so greedy that poor 
Mr. Rank, the producer, cannot 
afford to make pictures.” 

Another resvlution complained 
there were too manv_ theatrical 
agents charging too high a per- 
centage rate, urged setting up a 
licensing svstem which would limit 
their number and make them op- 
erate on an agreed code. The ex- 
ample of U. S. was cited, where of 


55 agents approved by American 
Equity, all except nine did not 
charge more than 5°. Agents 
here charge 10°;. 


Vienna Cheers Jeritza | 
On Return in 2 Operas 


Vienna, Mav 30. 
An aging but still vital beauty, 
Maria Jeritza returned to Vienna 


this week and turned the town up- 
side down. Admitting to 65 vears, 
she did two appearances at the 
State Opera (‘in ‘“Tosca"’ and 
“Cavalleria Rusticana’) and a con- 
cert at the big Konzerthaus. All 
were sellouts, with thousands of 
turnaways. Enthusiasts were on 
the opera house boxoffice lines 24 
hours before the ducats went on 
sale. Viennese are paving up to 
$33 on the black market for tick- 


ets to subsequent opera appear- 
ances. 
After the shows, — stagedoor 


crowds were so thick the diva had 


difficulty getting her auto un- 
der way. The mobs. gathered 
again under Jeritza’s hotel win- 
dows and velled until she = ap- 


peared on the balcony and tossed 
out roses and photos of herself, 
On the critical side, the review- 
were as Enthusiastic as the 
customers. Jeritza’s return to, the 


ers 


town where she made opera his- 
tory in the °20’s .was front page 


news in every daily. 


AUTEN LAUNCHES RESORT 


Capt. Harola Auten, head of 
United Artists’ roadshow depart- 
ment and personal rep for Greater 
Union Theatres (Australian) and 
Kerridge chain (‘New Zealand). 
has launched a summer vacation 
resort spot near Bushkill, Pa. 

Pocono Mountains resort” in- 
cludes cabins and cottages as well 
as two clubhouses, main dining 
room and usual outdoor activities. 


+ 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Picture-making in India is ¢ 
strenuous undertaking. That's the 
opinion of Ken McEldowney, prexy 
of Oriental-International Films. He 
is just back from seven months in 
Bengal, producing ‘“‘The River.” 

First of all, there's the religion 
of the country which must be con- 
sidered at every step. Castes figure 
prominently in general troubles, 
too. 

Laws of India precluded equip- 
ment being shipped into country, 
Everything had to he personally 
brought in, regardless of how vital 
to production. To top everything 
else, McEldowney and Jean Renoir, 
who directed film, ram smack into 
a war between the Hindus and Mos- 


lems, with the result Calcutta, 
where they headquartered, was con- 
stantly under bombardment for 
weeks. 


McEldowney made four trips to 
India to prep the start of his pic- 
ture. Film is financed by one of 
the Indian rajahs, who will back 
the producer in further ventures. 
Excessive number of junkets was 
necessary because laws of country 
kept changing. 

No budget could be set here for 
picture due to the fact that pro- 
duction had never before been un- 
dertaken similarly by a foreign pro- 
ducer there. Film was brought in 
for $6,000 under budget finally set. 

What's the Hurry? 

Philosophy of the country—or 
lethargy—also was against setting 
any shooting schedule. Film final- 
lv carried 112-day slate. There 
were no particular starting hours 
since native casts and helpers had 
no idea of time, and a 9 a. m. gall 
frequently meant a 10:30 or 11 am. 


takeoff. Against a definite sched- 
ule also were holy days, religious 
holidays, which occurred at least 


once a week. 

Holy places and sacred animals 
were other sources of production 
difficulty. A riot almost occurred on 
one occasion when a member of 
the company climbed up a holy 
tree. It required half a day of 
fast and furious talking on McEl- 
downey’s part to square this beef. 
Mealtimes another hurdle arose to 


throw the producer Considering 
the fact so many castes were in- 
volved, seven different types of 


food had to be prepped. 


ARG. GAMBLING TAKE 
$200,000,000 IN °49 


Buenos Aires, May 30. 

Almost $200,000,000 was bet in 
Argentina at the gambling casinos 
on horse racing and the National 
Lottery during 1949. The Buenos 
Aires province government, which 
operates Argentina’s most lutra- 
tive gambling spots, has announced 
that its Atlantic Coast casinos at 
Mar del Plata, Miramar = and 
Necochea took in a_ profit of 
$55,000,000 last year. Of that. the 
government spends 30° on public 


works; 30°° for the improvement 
of the resorts themselves, and 40'o 
for social welfare. 

The lottery takes in about 
$17,000,000 annually, of which 
about 60° is paid out in prizes. 


About $112,000,000 was bet on the 
horses at the Palermo, San Isidro 
and La Plata race tracks. 

General opinion here is that the 
1950 take will not show as big a 
profit as the preceding year as 
indicated by upped costs and a 
downbeat in all lines of biz. 

Chile House Vaccinates Free 

Santiago, Chile, May 30. 

When civic authorities ordered 
theatres to refuse admittance to 
anyone without a vaccinationecer- 
tificate during a recent smallpox 
epidemic, Metro theatre provided 


the town's citizens with free in- 
oculation service. Owned by 
Loew's International, house was 


the only theatre to offer this. 

Manager Guillermo Echazu pro- 
vided shots to prospective film- 
goers during the 23-day emergency 
period and handed them certifi- 
cates needed tor admission. 





Rothenberg To Europe 
Marvin Rothenberg, Trans-Film 


director, and wife sail tomorrow 
(Thurs.) on the Queen Mary tor 
two months in Europe. 

“Make Way for Youth,” which 


Rothenberg made for the National 
Social 
shown at 
this year. 


Welfare Assembly, will be 
the Venice film festival 
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N. Y.’s Municipal Film Unit Aims Its 


~ Cameras at Visiting H’wood Crews 


Hollywood crews _ that 
trekked to New York to train their 
cameras on Gotham’s backgrounds 
are being shot by the city’s own 
film wing, which is prepping a 
short to publicize the recent east- 
ward trend in pic locales. City 
unit is turning out “Hollywood 
Comes to New York,” which it will 
seek to release in both theatrical 
and non-theatrical outlets. 

Municipal photographic wing, 
headed by Chiff Evans, has already 
turned its cameras on the Colum- 
bia crew while it recently lensed 
“Frightened Citv’” in and round 
N. Y Next target for its cameras 

will be the 20th-Fox troupe filming 

“Fourteen Hours.” Twentieth’'s 

crew arrived in Gotham last week 

City’s television and motion pic- 
ture unit is the only municipally- 
operated outfit of its kind in the 
country Formed by Mayor Wil- 
liam O'Dwyer last year, it has just 
ended its first 12 months on a $50,- 
000 budget. Unit is now prepping 
its first feature, a 50-60 minute pic 
on the sources of water supply and 
the present crisis. In its first year, 
unit turned out six pix, including 
“For the Living,” pic with com- 
mentary by Fredrie March. 

Films produced by the city have 
already been played in Japan, Eng- 
land, Sweden and Canada, besides 
getting wide distribution in the 

_ U.S. Outfit estimates that 104,000 
people have viewed the pix in this 
country during the unit’s opening 
year of operations. 


COPLAN, BERNHARD 
TALK PROD. DEAL 


David Coplan, head of Interna- 
tional Film Distributors of Britain, 
arrived in New York last week for 
confabs with Joseph Bernhard, 
board chairman of the newly- 
formed Eagle Lion Classics. Talks 
primarily are in connection with a 
joint production arrangement 
which Coplan’s firm and the now 
defunct Film Classics were consid- 
ering. 

FC's 
Coplan feels, will have little or no 





effect upon the filmmaking deal, | 


for distributors are always in need 
of product. Scheme has been 


have * 





Publix-Gt. States In 


6-Theatre Folderoo 
Chicago, June 6. 

Publix-Great States will shutter 
six of its Illinois theatres for the 
summer, president John Balaban 
announced last week. Those that 
will be closed are: Grand, Blue 
Island: Majestic, Kankakee; Majes- 


tic. Streator: Princess, Joliet; Ri- 
alto. Waukegan, and the’ Fox, 
Aurora Each of the towns in 
which houses will be shuttered 
have at least one other Publix 
house 


Explaining the closings, Balaban 


said it was a normal procedure, 
except for the past few “lush 
vears.’ He said closings were 


caused by expected summer slump 
and lack of product. 


16 in June-July 
For Metro Prod. 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Metro will be the busiest studio 
in town during June and July with | 
nine pictures on the starting list, | 
in addition to seven currently fac- | 
ing the cameras. Upsurge of ac- 


| tivity is in keeping with the recent 
| dictum of Dore Schary, production 


in | 
the works for a number of months. 


chief, currently off the lot to re- 
cuperate from a back ailment. 
June starters are ‘Vengeance 
Valley,” “Shep of the Painted 
Hills” and “Royal Wedding.” 
Greenlighted for July are “An 
American in Paris,’ “The Mag- 
nificent Yankee.’ “The Red Badge 
of Courage,’ “Running of the 
Tide,” “Across the Wide Missouri” 
and “Mr. Imperium.” Meanwhile, 
during gaps in production, the 
studio will continue shooting epi- 
sodes for “It's a Big Country.” 





merger with Eagle Lion, CAREY’S OUTDOORERS 


FOR INDIE PRODUCTION 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Victor Halperin and MacDonald 


It calls for a “multiple” amount of Caiey formed a new indie company 


pictures to be made by IFD and 


FC in Britain and possibly on the Carey will star. 


Continent. 


Distribution of the films would 
be handied by IFD in the eastern 
hemisphere while FC (or its suc- 
cessor) will market the pix in the 
western hemisphere. Coplan, 
whose firm holds the FC franchise 
in Britain, goes to Canada shortly 


make three pictures in which 
Films are “The 
Fight for Oregon,” “The Great 
Sierra Robbery” and “Colton of 
California.” 

Currently Carey is working in 
“The Great Train Robbery” for Nat 
Holt, and has a commitment with 
Universal-International to fulfill be- 
fore he goes in for co-production. 


to 





for a minor operation and a rest. | 


He later heads for Hollywood to 
Jook for talent, and plans to return 
to New York around Aug. 1, 


Scribe Sues U For 


Creating ‘Frankenstein’ 


Hollywood, June 6. 
John L. Balderston, screenwriter, 





filed suit for declaratory relief | 


Metro Signs Moss Hart 
To Script ‘Millionaire’ 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Metro closed a deal with Moss 
Hart to write an original story to 
serve as a Starrer for Lana Turner. 
Title is “The Kiss of a Million- 
aire.” 


Hart's last assignment at Metro 


against Universal Pietures Corp., was “Broadway Melody of 1935,” 


asking 1° of the gross on all Uni- | 15 vears ago. 
versal films using the “Franken- | wood 


stein” character. 


Writer, declares his original con- | 


in 1931, called for 
Since the first 


signed 
amount. 


tract, 
that 


“Frankenstein” picture, the studio | 


has made “The Bride of Franken- 
stein,” “Frankenstein Meets Drac- 
ula.” “Frankenstein Meets 
Wolf Man.” and “Abbott and Cos- 
tello Meet Frankenstein.” 





Jersey Allied to Hear 


His latest Holly- 
| chore was “Gentleman's 
| Agreement” at 20th-Fox, 





| MEX. NATIONAL OPERA SRO 
Mexico City, May 23. 

| National Opera Co. opened iis 

,fiith season at the Palace of Fine 


the Arts (National Theatre) with turn- 
away trade at a $9.25 top. “Norma” | 


was the opener. Maria Meneghini 
Callas, the Greek soprano, sang the 
‘title role. 

Cast included Giulietta Simion- 


Lasser on Film Decree ato. Kurt Baum, Nicola Moscona, 


Harold Lasser, assistant U. S. 
attorney in the New York office 
who has been active in the Govy- 


ernment anti-trust suit against the | 


majors, will be one of the chief 
speakers at the upcoming annual 
convention of New Jersey Allied. 
Lasser will take to the platform 
June 16 in a talk .abeled “Signifi- 
cance of the Motion Picture Anti- 
Trust Case to Exhibitors.” 

It is expected that Lasser will 
develop the Dept. of Justice’s in- 


terpretation of the main features | 
film productions of the department 
shorts | 


of the court decree. Jersey Allied 


meet runs June 15-17 in Atlantic | 
City. , 


Carlos Sagarminaga and Concha 
de los Santas. Guido Picco is orch 
conductor. 





Heads Albany Pix Unit 
Albany, June 6. 
Thomas C. Stowell, former Al- 
| bany newspaperman and_ veteran 
State employee, began duties June 
| l as director of the motion picture 
unit of the State Commerce De- 
partment's publicity division. 
Stowell will have charge of all 
direct television 


and will 


|} for ether state agencies, 


' current top-grossing imports. 
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} 
answer to the claim, erroneously 


but widely voiced, that Hollywood 
his slipped on its standards. 


| 
Crisis in foreign-language films 


has now deepened to the point 
where films from overseas are off 
30°0-40°° from 12 months ago. 
Against this, U. S. revenue on Hol- 
lywood product has slipped 15°%- 
20°. The average foreign pic is 
a dead loss in American flickeries 
while the Coast entry in the same 
calibre still stands a pretty fair 
chance of breaking even or better. 

In the words of Joseph Burstyn, 
w.k. foreign pic distrib, “‘the days 
of the $1,000,000 gross on an im- 
ported film is over, at least for the 
time being.” Burstyn’s “Paisan” 
and “Open City” both hit that mark 
several years ago. According to 
Robert Kronenberg, exec veepee of 
Films International of America, a 
good foreign film can do only $100,- 


000 domestically in the current 
market. 

|. Kronenberg’s outfit is handling 
both “Walls of Malapaga” and 


“Symphonie Pastorale,”’ two of the 
Bur- 
big performer is “The Bi- 
Thief.” While Kronenberg 
credits tele for current troubles, 
Burstyn thinks otherwise. “We 
cater to people who go to the the- 
atre and not the ordinary film 
fans,” Burstyn explained. “These 
people just have no money at the 
present time.” 

Estimate of the earnings of the 
average imported pic at present is 
$25,000-$30,000, Kronenberg said. 
An outstanding film can do $200,- 
000 or a bit more. In view of 
distrib costs and other factors, the 
average film cannot pay its own 
way. 

Adding to the woes of foreign- 
pie distribs is the increased de- 


styn’s 
cycle 


mands of French and Italian pro- | 


ducers for big guarantees in return 
for U. S. rights. While the 
tomary advance has been $25,000, 


ithat has now climbed in the neigh- 


borhood of $70,000. Kronenberg 
referred to one Italian producer 
who is currently asking $70,000 
apiece for eight pix. 

Circuits still remain indifferent 
to overseas films. A top pic can 
command no more than 600 houses. 
While TV is frazzling foreign film 


returns, there is no balm by way | 


of sales to that medium. Video has 
exhibited absolutely no demand for 
non-English pix. In this field, only 
the British have been able to reap 
a limited harvest. 


Goldhar, Son-in-Law 





| In Detroit Chain Buy 


| Detroit, June 6. 
| A new Detroit theatre chain has 
been founded with an initial invest- 


ment of about $750.000 as a result | “Stars in My Crown,” “The Asphalt | 


the | Juns 
Jack, Similar promotional tours will be 


of anti-trust claims against 
'United Detroit Theatres. 
| Goldhar, former United Artists of- 
ifice manager here, and Benjamin 
| Zimmer, are founders of the new 
‘chain. They are also partners in an 
|automobile sales agency here. Zim- 
'mer is Goldhar’s son-in-law. 

Goldhar-Zimmer, Inc., became 
‘lessees of the Annex, Kegent and 
|Alger nabe theatres under terms 
/of a settlement entered by Para- 
(mount Pictures. “The anti-trust 
‘suit against the UDT was based 
)on its management of competing 
'theatres in the same vicinity,” said 
‘Earl J. Hudson, UDT president. 
|Goldhar said he hopes to bring 
| pictures io the three theatres with- 
‘in 30 to 60 days of the first runs 
in the city. 


| The three theatres are the only) 
‘ones in the UDT chain to pass to. 
‘other management under terms in 


the consent decree. The UDT chain 
“now consists of 18 theatres. 





New Color Process 


: television, which is said to operate 
| With standard black-and-white film 
stock, is to be unveiled to the U. S. 


/pix and TV industries this summer. | 


‘Developed in France and named 
Dugromacolor, the process uses 
three primary color filters placed 
| before the camera lens, which are 
synchronized with a similar 
installed on the projector head. 
American rights to the system 
have been acquired by Cary! Bar- 
‘rett, pub relations counsel, 
‘also plans to unveil this summer 
a new three-dimensional color TV 


‘camera and a new two-dimension- | ; 
al screen for use with large-screen | 


|theatre TV. Latter two inventions 
'were developed by the DePix divi- 


sup by Alvin M. Marks. 


CUS | 


New color process for films and | 


lens | 


avho | 


Better Than Imports | MP AA Surveys 


Nation s Drive-Ins 


Fullseale statistics on the na- 
tion’s drive-in theatres will be 
gathered by the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America’s research de- 
partment in an 
scheduled for this summer. Or- 
ganization will follow the pattern 
used in its survey of the.entire in- 
dustry in 1948 and will 
through July and August, which 
are the peak ozoner months, ac- 
cording to Paul Raibourn, Para- 
mount veepee and committee 
chairman. 

MPAA hopes to get a record of 
every drive-in in the country, in- 
cluding thuse closed or under con- 
struction. It will seek information 
on the car capacity of each, the 
number of months it operates each 
year, its program policy, frequency 
of program change, circuit 2ffilia- 
tion, ete. Material will be rounded 
up into a drive-in theatre di- 
rectory, 

N.J. Drive-In Files Anti-Trust Suit 
ee Philadelphia. 
Willis Warren Smith and V. C. 
Smith, owners of the Starlite Drive- 
in Theatre, Gloucester, N. J., has 
filed suit in U.S. District Court 
asking treble damages of $270,000 
under Federal anti-trust laws on 
claim that they have been denied 








intensive survey | “ ; 
~ |—*Kettles To Town” (U) and “Un- 


work | 








Picture Grosses 














SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 13) 


“Great Plane Robbery” (UA). Slow 
$6,000 or less. Last week, “Singing 
Guns” (Rep) and ‘Reach for Star” 
(Rep), yanked after 3 days, poor 
$1,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 59-84) 


dertow” (U) (4th wk). Good $3.000 
in 5 days after dandy $4,400 last 
week. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2.200; 59- 
84)—“‘Please Believe Me” ‘M-G), 
Light $5.000. Last week. ‘“Hang- 
over” (M-G) and “Hills of Okla- 
homa” (Rep), $7,500. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2.600: 49- 
84)—"Colt .45” (WB) and “Destina- 
tion Big House” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Good $6,500 after big $10,400 last 
week. 


Faramount (Evergreen! (3.039; 
59-84)—“‘Eagle and Hawk” (Par) 
(2d wk). Weak $2,500 in 4 days, 


Last week, only $7,600. 





‘Umpire’ Kills Toronto, 


Big $14,000; ‘Songs’ 106 


Toronto, June 6. 
For first time in many weeks, 
weekend ropes were up for “Kill 
the Umpire” at the Imperial, larg- 
est theatre in Canada, but else- 


| where business was mainly desul- 


, 


tory. “Big Hangover” is nice at 
Loew’s and “No Sad Songs” looms 
okay in two spots. 


feature films until they are six Estimates for This Week 
months old. Named in the suit Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
were six major distribs, three ex-! State (Taylor) (1,059; 955: 698; 694: 
hibiting companies which own and | 33-57) — “Quicksand” (UA) and 
operate 17 houses in the Camden, | “Two Mugs From Brooklyn” (in- 
N.J. area. die). Okay $12,000. Last week, 
“Singing Guns” (Rep) and ‘Mu- 
tiny” (Col), $10,000. 
ALL-OUT BALLYHOO | Eglinton! Victoria (FP) (1.180; 
, 1.140; 38-67)\—“Cure for Love’ 
BY METRO STARS (Indie). Fair $10,000. Last week, 
“Live by Night” (RKO) and “Gol- 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Stars on the Metro lot will be 
required to get out and hustle the 
sale of pictures, under a direct 
showmanship policy devised by 
Dan Terrell, exploitation director, 
after a series of conferences with 
Louis B. Mayer, Dore Schary, How- 
ard Strickling, Ralph Wheelwright 
and other Culver City executives. 

Idea is to concentrate heavily on 
personal appearances in key cities 
to put the customers in closer 
touch with stars and featured play- 
ers who have been nothing more 
than celluloid names to the thea- 
tre-going public. 

Pictures which will get 
| dite benefit from the new promo- 
|tional drive include “The Next 
| Voice You Hear,” “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” “Father of the Bride,” 


Jungle’ and “Duchess of Idaho.” 


|made in connection with forthcom- 


‘ing releases, such as “The Happy | 


Years,” “Three Little Words,” “The 
Miniver Story,” “King Solomon’s 
Mines,” ‘Right 
Toast of New Orleans,” 
|**Pagan Love Song” and “To Please 
a Lady.” 

| Meanwhile, Metro is rounding up 
a display of $20,000 worth of wild 
western props, including  stage- 


equipment “Annie Get 


Your Gun.” 


to plug 
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Daybreak in Ubi 
ple of natives’ progress in the 
bush country. However, the film 


has a decidedly Lmited market in- | 


sofar as theatrical distribution is 
concerned. 

A more lucrative source of rev- 
enue for this entry will likely be 
found in schools and other educa- 
tional outlets. Winner of a spe- 
|cial Academy Award this year, the 
picture was lensed entirely in the 
| village of Udi with a non-profes- 
sional cast. Under the supervision 
of district officer E. R. Chadwick, 
the area’s inhabitants overcome an- 
cient superstition in building a ma- 
'ternity center, roads 
‘symbols of civilization. 


fairly good as is the overall make- 
/up of the film. Director Terry 
| Bishop handled his inexperienced 
|cast well while the musical score 
is also an asset. 

In emphasizing the social change 


in the natives, the British produc- | 


ers have a picture which is con- 


sion of the Polalite Corp., headed siderably above stereotyped trav- 


| elogs. Gilb. 


imme- | 


Cross,” “The! 
“Kim,” i 


coaches, rifles, six-guns and Indian | 


den Twenties” (RKO), $7,000. 
| Wyland (Rank) (1,357; 46-77)— 
“Tight Little Island” (U) (9th wk). 
Okay $4.500 for $6,000 capacity. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 37-59)— 
“Kill Umpire” (Col). Big $14,000. 
Last week, “Ticket Tomahawk” 
(20th), $8,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2.096: 38-67)— 
“Big Hangover” (M-G). Nice $8.- 
000. Last week, “Reformer and 
Redhead” (M-G) (24 wk), $5.500. 

Nortown, University (FP) (959: 
1.556; 38-67)—“No Sad _ Songs” 
(Col). Satisfactory $10,000. Last 
week, “Stage Fright’ ‘WB) (2d 
wk), $9,500. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390: 48-$1.15)— 
“Golden Salamander” (EL). Nice 
$12.000. Last week, “Woman of 
Distinction” (Col), ditto. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 38-67)—'Cap- 
i ture” (RKO). Poor $6,500. Last 
week, “Big Lift’ (20th), $7,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2.743; 42-75)— 
“Comanche Territory” (U) (2d wk). 
Sad $3,500 after last week's $5,000, 


‘Robinson’ Bangup 136, 
Mont’l; ‘Horn’ Loud 176 


Montreal, June 6. 
“Robinson Story” is shaping 
strongest of new entries, being 
‘smash at Princess. “Young Man 
With Horn” looms socko at the 
|Capito! while “Rosie O'Grady” is 
doing well for second stanza at 
Loew’s. 
Estimates for This Week 





Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60) — 
“Maytime in Mayfair” ‘Indie). 
/Dull $8,000. Last week. “Beyond 


Forest” (WB), faic $13,500. 

Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) 
“Man With Horn” (WB). Socko 
$17,000. Last week, “Under My 
Skin” (20th), $10,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) — 
“Robinson Story” (EL). Smash 
$13,000 or near. Last week, “Cab 
Man” (M-G) (2d wk), down to 
/$7,500 after big $14,000 opener. 

Loew's (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) 
“Rosie O'Grady” (WB) ‘2d wk). 
Okay $12,000 following solid $16,- 
000 opener. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60) — 


—— 


—_— 


“Mark of Gorilla” (Col) and 
i\“Chinatown at Midnight” (Col). 


Good $9,500. Last week, “‘Coman- 
che Territory” (U) and “Beauty 
| Parade” (U) (2d wk), trim $5,500. 
Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60) — 
“D. O. A.” (UA) and “Feudins 
‘Rhythm” (UA), Fair $5.000. Last 
‘week, “Bicycle Thief” (Indie) (2d 


and other wk), poor $4,000. 
Photography of F. F. Camage is | 





Casolaro Into Foreign Distrib 

Salvatore Casolaro, former 
owner of the Cinema Verdi and 
Cinema Dante theatres in New 
York, has organized Casolaro Film 
Distributing Corp. 

As a product supply, Casolaro 
picked up seven Italian films. 
‘Among them is “II Diavolo Bianco,” 
‘starring Rossano Brazzi. 
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More Theatres Playing Ad Pictures, 
TV Softens Up Auds Into Acceptance 


Advertising films, those 90 feet 


(or longer) sponsored clips that 
exhibitors used to throw on the 
screen during intermissions are 
heading for a banner year in 1950, 
a survey of exhibitors, distributors 
and advertisers disclosed this week. 


More theatres are playing "em, 
more producers are making ‘em 
and more commercial firms are 


using ‘em as a sales medium. 

Three factors account for the 
boom, most execs in the commer- 
cial film field agree. These are: 
1. Better quality pictures. 2. Thea- 
tres need new sources of income 
{o compensate for a declining box- 
office. 3. Sponsored programs on 
TV have softened up audiences to 
the point where they accept such 
product more readily. 

R. S. Evans, veepee of General 
Screen Advertising Co., cooperative 
distributor for eight member com- 
panies, points out that since adpix 
are much improved, with a more 
subtle and sophisticated approach, 
they’re attracting greater attention 
from both advertisers and agencies. 
United Fruit’s “Chiquita Banana,” 
v hich GSC distributes, is a prime 
example of the “modern” 90-foot 
sponsored short. 

United Fruit stepped into 
mercial film advertising in 
with “Chiquita,” according 
agency, B.B.D.&O. Results were 
said to be highly satisfactory, and 
the company this year is expected 
to allocate hetween $200,000 and 
$300,000 for adpix out of a total 
national advertising budget of 
around $1,000,000. 

Currently United Fruit has six 
different subjects in release out of 
=» total of some 23 clips. Made by 
John Sutherland Productions in 
Hollywood, most of the shorts are 
in Technicolor and have been 
booked into between 2.000-3,000 
theatres. Evans credits “Chiquita”’ 
as a trail-blazer which has got into 
houses that never played adpix be- 
fore. 

Skouras and Century circuits, 
which in the past seldom screened 
sponsored films, book “Chiquita” 
clips from time to time. Generally 
the deluxe chains look down on 
adpix, but admen say that if the 
film is done professionally without 
that “knock ’em in the head” tech- 
nique common in radio, it will be 
accepted by audiences without pro- 
test. 


com- 
1947 
to its 





Sue on ‘Bel Ami’ 


Los Angeles, June 6. 
Bank of America filed suit for 
foreclosure of a mortgage on “The 


Private Affairs of Bel Ami,” an 
Enterprise production starring 
George Sanders, released in 1947 
through United Artists. 

Bankers claim $575.170 is due 


in principal and interes’ on a loan 


of $869,000. 











Decca’s Anni 
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Hennock, perhaps the staunchest 
advocate of “learning by video” 


among industry personalities, has 
practically dedicated herself to its 
advancement. 

New York Taking Lead 


In such cities as Baltimore, 
where the Hearst-owned WBAL-TV 
was the recent recipient of a 
1949-’50 Variety Showmanagement 
Award for its pioneer activities in 
Education by TV over the past two 


years, “video teaching” projects 
are already taken in stride. The 
New York City undertaking, how- 


ever, should prove the incentive to 
other video centers throughout the 
country to integrate TV into the 
school curriculum. 

Meanwhile, New York's Mayor 
O'Dwyer, anxious that the world’s 
largest city establish itself as the 
key video center of the world, 
gives the movement a hypo when 
he starts his own bi-weekly Thurs- 
day night television’ show, teeing 
June 15, on WPIX. Hajf-hour pro- 
gram, being produced by Clifford 
Evans, who supervises the city’s 
TV activities, will spotlight the 
Mayor with members of his Cabinet 
for a free-for-al) kickaround of 
vital problems. Show has been 
tabbed “‘At the Mayor's Desk.” 

Thus éar New York City has al- 
located a $50,000 budget to the, 
city’s participation in video affairs. | 


‘she budget, however, is due for a might see for 
i home sets. 


considerable hike next season, 








FWC Honors Lollier 


Los Angeles, June 6. 


Testimonial dinner to W. H. 
“Bud” Lollier, celebrating the com- 
pletion of his 32nd year with Fox 
West Coast Theatres, was held here 


last week. He has been longest in 
service of FWC. 

Mike Gore, founder of West 
Coast Theatres and Lollier’s first 
boss in show business, eulogized 
him, as did Oscar Oldknow, second 
president of the organization 
George Bowser continued in the 
same vein, as did Charles P. 


who presented the guest 
traveling 


Skouras, 
of honor with a set of 
bags. 


Sunday ‘Charity’ Shows 
Enable Vaude to Get 


Around Blue Laws 


Pittsburgh, 

Local theatres lately have been 
finding a gimmick to get around 
Pennsylvania Blue Laws which pre- 
vent stage shows on Sundays. 
They’ve been tying in with some 
well-known charity, giving a per- 
centage of the proceeds to the or- 
ganization for the privilege of us- 
ing its name, and so far there have 
heen no complaints from either 
authorities or ministerial associa- 
tions. 

For some years now. big ice 
shows have been doing that at the 
Gardens, and film houses with flesh 
figured why not them, too. In 
past, for instance, when Stanley, 
WB deluxer, has had a presenta- 
tion, it was only for six days, 
Warners sending the acts to their 
Capitol theatre, in Steubenville. 
O., on Sundays. But last fall. with 
the Danny Kaye booking, house 
decided to try the full seven days 
and advertised that share of the 
Sunday gross would go to Hill City, 
popular youth project locally. Ex- 
pecting a possible arrest for Blue 
Laws violations, none developed. 

As a result, Penn, the big Loew 
site here, tried the same thing on 
its last two stage shows (‘Frankie 
Laine and Dick Contino), and there 
was no trouble either. In both in- 
stances, charities again shared in 
the take. Senator's four-week 
vaude fling before house closed 
down to get ready for entry into 
legit in the fall also operated Sun- 
days under the same policy, and 
here, too, there were no com- 
plaints. Pennsy Sunday law for- 
bids movies to open until 2 p.m., 
so flesh wasn't exhibited by ex- 
perimenting houses before that 
either. Various charities, of course, 
are happy about the whole thing 
since it entails no effort on their 
part whatsoever. 
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Collier Young in N.Y. 
For RKO ‘Outrage’ Talks 


Indie producer Collier Young 
pulled into New York this week 
for huddles with RKO sales top- 
pers on releasing plans for “Out- 
rage,” film directed by his wife, 
Ida Lupino. Young is also nego- 
tiating a large-scale deal with an 
undisclosed network to turn out 
pix for television. 

While in Gotham, producer is 
also meeting with execs of the 
newly-formed Eagle Lion Classics, 
company which has taken over dis- 
tribution of two Young-Lupino 
features formerly handled one 
apiece by EL and FC. 


NBC's Special We 


Continued from page 























aaiaetiihieemeedl —— 
past that regular broadcast pro- 
grams, such as Milton Berie’s *‘Tex- 


aco Star Theatre,” might be piped 
into theatres, it is now believed 
that any shows built by the net- 
works would have to be on an ex- 
clusive basis only. In addition to 
the aversion of many exhibitors 
against running the commercials 
that would go with regularly 
broadcast shows, the tremendous 
grewth of video receiver circula- 


| tion during the last vear indicates 


that few customers could be found 
who would be willing to pay to see 
a program in a theatre that they 
nothing on their! 


| Paul 


20th Orders 500 Techni 
Prints for ‘Black Rose’ 


Twentieth-Fox this week set the 
biggest Technicolor print order in 
its history for its upcoming ‘Black 
Rose.”” Company asked for deliv- 
ery of 500 prints, which are to be 


used in mass day-and-date openings | 


of the film over the Labor Day 


weekend. 


Because of the customarily long , *** phe 
wait for Techni prints, plus the fact | Produce 


that these are being processed in 
England, 20th does not expect to 
have any available for trade or ex- 


‘probably be filmed on locations in | Mudlark.” 


hibitor screenings until a week or | 


two before the picture is scheduled 
lo open 


BISCHOFF TAKES OVER 
AS AIDE TO HUGHES 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Sam Bischoff checked in at RKO 
vesterday (5) to assume his duties 
as top executive producer under 
his new contract with Howard 
Hughes. His chores will include 
supervision over “a certain por- 
tion of the RKO production pro- 
gram.” but will not affect the 
status of Edward Grainger or 
Howard Hawks, each of whom will 
make a number of indie films for 
RKO release. 





Bischoff in recent years has 
headed his own indie company. 
which he dissolved last week be- 


fore taking over the RKO post. 





4 Lash La Rue Pix Go 
Into Work at Once 


Hollywood, June 6 

Ron Ormond goés in for quan- 
tity production June 15 when he 
starts four Lash La Rue oaters 
simultaneously. Pictures are “King 
of the Bullwhip,” “The Black 
Lash,’ “Bad Man From Bodie” and 
“Wanted: The Dalton.” Two more 
of the same series, “Belle Starr Re- 
turns” and “Vanishing Outpost,” 
start four weeks later. 

In addition to his production 
chores, Ormond will co-direct the 
whole series with his associate pro- 
ducer, Ira Webb. 








| RKO Pooh-Poohs 


Continued from page 
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June, July and August. as an- 
nounced this week by sales veepee 
Andy W. Smith, Jr., are some of 
its most highly-touted films of the 
vear, including “Gunfighter.” star- 
ring Gregory Peck, and “Stella,” 
co-starring Ann Sheridan and Vic- 
tor Mature. But the fact that 
“Rose,” originally set for August, 
has now been pushed back to Sep- 
tember, is believed to indicate that 
20ih is taking no chances on not 
getting the most money possible 
out of its most expensive produc- 


tion tor 1950. 
Hot Weather Antidote 
In announcing RKO’s_ release 


plans, sales veepee Robert Mochrie 
declared he was slotting eight top 
films for the summer to provide an 
answer to the general complaint of 
poor biz during the hot spell and 
also to relieve the plight of ex- 
hibitors. RKO plans to baek up its 
releases with major national ad 
campaigns. As an example, Moch- 
rie listed the “National Treasure 
Hunt” lined up to plug Walt 
ney's “Treasure Island,” whieh is 
set for July release. Over $300,000 
worth of prizes are being offered 
customers, with the entire contest 
being supervised trom the home- 
office under the direction of ex- 
ploitation chief Terry Turner. 
With “Secret Fury,’ Claudette 
Colbert-Robert Ryan co-starrer 
leased last month, to lead off the 
RKO parade, upcoming pictures 
include for June “The Woman on 
Pier 13,” starring Ryan and La- 
raine Day, and “The White Tower” 
‘Techni), with Glenn Ford and 
Valli. July, in addition to ‘‘Treas- 
ure Island,” will see “‘Where Dan- 
ger Lives” and “Born to Be Bad.” 
while two Samuel Goldwyn pro- 
ductions are set Sor the end of July 
or early August—“Our Very Own” 
and “Edge of Doom.” 
Twentieth has two films set 
July, “Gunfighter” and “Where the 
Sidewalk Ends,” latter co-starring 
Dana Andrews and Gene Tiernev. 
For August, in addition to “Stelia.” 
are “Broken Arrow,” Techni pro- 
duction with James Stewart and 
Debra Paget, and “Cariboo Trail.” 
Nat Holt production in Cinecolor. 
September, in addition to “Rose.” 
will see “Panic in the Streets,” 
Starring Richard Widmark 
Douglas, and “My 
Heaven.” Techni musical 


for 


and 


i Betty Grable and Dan Dailey. 


co- | 


Dis- ! 


ES | 
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Blue | directed by Leslie Fenton. 
with | Buckner will use a cast of 








Briefs From the Lots 





Hollywood, June 6. 


Alfred LL. Werker 
RKO’s “Gaunt Woman,” which will 


New England...Stepher Ames will | 
“The Stery of Constable) 
Pedley,”’ a Northwest Mountie tale. 
for Metro...Jane Nigh will ride! 
with Tim Holt in “Rio Grande Pa- 
trol” on the RKO range...Ted De- 
Corsia drew a featured role in 
Metro’s “Vengeance Valley” Un- 
derstood a film biography of Lucky 
Luciano will be produced in Italy 
this summer. by an indie unit 
headed by Edward G. Robinson, 
Charles Vidor and Harry Kurnitz 

Ann Harding plays opposite 
Louis Calhern in “The Magnificent 
Yankee” at Metro Janis Carter 
will co-star with Randolph Scott 
in Harry Joe Brown’s indie, “Santa 
Fe.” Curtis Bernhardt signed to 
direct Santana’s “Sirocco,” starring 
Humphrey Bogart. 

Darryl F. Zanuck ordered three 
special trailers, making a total of 
four, to plug “All About Eve,” his 
own personal production at 20th- 
Fox ... E. J. Leven forming a 
package deal to co-star John Dall 
and Ella Raines in ‘East is Fast,” 
for Eagle Lion release ... Para- 
mount is readying a remake of 
“Diamond Lil,”’ this time as a star- 
rer for Bob Hope ... Don Weis 
signed to direct three pictures for 
Ida Lupino’s independent com- 
pany. Filmakers . . . Jeff Donnell 
and Roddy McDowall drew top 
roles in “Tall Timber” at Mono- 
gram. 

Andy Tombes returned to Holly- 
wood after an absence of three 
vears for a role in Metro’s “Watch 
the Birdie.” . Queenie Leonard 
drew a key role in Edward Small's 
“Lorna Doone” for Columbia re- 
lease . Metro signed Arthur 
Walge, 250-lb wrestler, for a glad- 
iator role in “Quo Vadis.” ... War- 
ners assigned “The Trial” to Saul 
Elkins’ production slate, in addi- 
or to “Along the § Senta Fe Trail,’ 

Call Me. a Doctor” and “The 
Candy Kid.” Milton Sperling 
is readying two United States pro- 


ductions, “Project 7” and “Twi- 
light Zone,” at Warners... RKO 
assigned Bill Williams, Robert 


Armstrong and Frank McHugh to 
top male roles in the Lewis Rach- 
mil production, “Crackdown.” 
Robert Stillman’s second indie 
production for United Artists re- 
lease will be “Queen for a Day,” 
slated for a late July start. 

Leonard Freeman signed = a 
three-way ticket at UI as writer- 
director-actor, starting as an actor 
in “Smuggler’s Island.” Richard 
Carlson drew one of the top roijes 
in Edward Small’s “Valentino” 


Boris Petroff’s daughter, Gloria, 
plays a moppet role in “Lorna 
Doone” Henry McKinnies, Jrf., 


drew a term contract at 20th-Fox, 
male lead Debra 


starting as to 
Paget in “Fourteen Hours” Les 
Selander will direct “Texas Trig- 


Man,’ Tim Holt oater, at RKO 
Leon Errol returns to “RKO. 
June 15, to make another series of 
two-reel comedies. ..Oscar Millard 
renewed as a writer at 20th-Fox. . 
Claire Trevor will play the mother 
role in “Mother of a Champion” 
for Filmakers. 

William Marshall and_ Errol 
Flynn are talking a deal with 
Vingent Price to star in their indie 
production, “The Confession,” to 
be made in Italy this summer 
William Dieterle signed Joan Fon- | 
taine to star in “The Little Lady 
of the Big House,” to be filmed on 
a northern California location next 
spring...Maxwell Shane is ready- 
ing a screenplay based on an idea 
by Darryl F. Zanuck, tentatively 
called “Project 9-X.”... John Hoyt 
signed for a top spot in the Le 
May-Templeton production, “‘Que- 
bec.”...John Ireland and his wife, 
Joanne Dru,, planed to Colorado 
for roles in Metro’s Vengeance 
Valley.”.. Cy Howard will fune- 
tion as associate producer, director 
and writer on That’s My Bov,” to 
be produced by Hal Wallis for 
Paramount release. 

Jeff Chandler will star in Smug- 
ler’s Island,’ a Ted Richmond pro- 
duction starting June 23 at UI 


ger 


“Katie” is the new tag on “Katie 
Did” at Ul, where one-word 
titles are the vogue, including 
“Louisa,” “Peggy,” “Francis” and 
“Harbey.” Silver Raiders” is the 
release tag on “Mexican Silver” at 


Monogram Charles MsGraw, Jac-* 
queline White and Marie Windsor 
slated for top roles in “Target,” 
a Stanley Rubin production at RKO 

RKO borrowed Dana Andrews 
from Samuel Goldwyn for the 
male lead in “Gaunt Woman.” 
Jose Dominguez joined the “Dal- 
las” cast at Warners. 

Alan Reed drew a top role in 
_Paramount’s “Beyond the Sunset. 
Robert. 
un- 


directing | 


,the novelty of theme, racked 


| Out,” which ‘deals with blind war 


veterans . Pat Hitchcock and 
voanere Arliss signed by 20th-Fox 
for the London production, “The 
. . Mercedes McCam- 
bridge talking a deal to co-star 


i oa Rogers and Jack Car- 


son “Illegal Bride” for Fidelity 
Pictures. .Everett Freeman added 
“The Feature Syndicate Story” to 
his production program at Warners, 
making a total of three.. Ann 
Savage plays opposite Jehnny 
Weissmuller in “Pygmy Island.” io 
be produced by Sam Katzman ait 
Columbia...David Pardoll signed 
with Columbia as dialog director 
on “Born Yesterday.” 
: George Tobias plays a meanie 
in “Counterfeit,” a Famous Pic- 
tures production...William Ching 
signed a term pact at Republic, 
with “The Black Hills” as his first 
effort Harry Hines shifts from 
the stage for a screen bow in “‘Har- 
vev” at UI Robert Douglas will 
play a German submarine com- 
-"iaaaaal in “Men of the Sea” at 











‘O'Grady’ Tops 


Continued from page 4 =———! 


spot “Big Hangover” (M-G). in- 
clined to be a bit spotty, rounded 
out the Big 10 list. 

Top runnerup pix were “No Man 
of Her Own” (Par), “Colt .45” 
‘WB), “Tieket to Tomahawk* 
(20th) and “Riding High” (Par), 
which was third in April. Placing 
of latter in such category reflected 
the fact that the Bing Crosby pic- 
ture in May was finishing up kev 
city engagements, appearing in big 
keys only a couple of weeks in the 
month. 

“Annie Get Your 
expensive musical, is not carried 
in the May ratings since it was 
only out on a few pre-release dates, 
some of them to test the feasibility 
of upped admissions. When the 
original few test engagements at 
slightly inereased scales did not 
work out so well, Metro opened 
“Annie” in N. Y. at the State at 
regular prices:and apparently hap- 








Gun” (M-G), 


pier results. This picture from 
the legit musical success ap- 


parently will be heard from plenty 
when on regular release, test dates 
hinting sock possibilities, and great 
crix praise helping. 

“Father of Bride,” another from 
Metro, shapes up as one of stand- 
out new entries likely to be heard 
from soon. Two dates for “Bride” 
point to a real boxoffice stalwart, 
film being in third great week at 
N. Y. Musie Hall and duplicating 
this success in first week in Phila- 
delphia. 

“In a Lonely Place” (Col) looms 
as a winner for Columbia based on 
strength shown at the N. Y. Para- 
mount, and near-rave notices the 
Manhattan reviewers gave _ it. 
“Secret Fury” (RKO) hints future 
potentialities while “Jackie Robin- 
son Story” (EL) looks to do 
strongly during the baseball sea- 
sot, 

“Colt .45” (WB), which wound 
up second in the final week of May, 
also looms as a big grosser. 

Caged,” trom the same stable, 
shapes up quite promisingly judg- 
ing from initial playdates. “Rocket- 
ship M-X” (Lippert) cashing in on 
up 
some good biz as the month ended. 
“Eagle and Hawk” (Par) ranged 
from perky to light the final week 
in May. 

_ “City Lights” (UA), out on re- 
issue, is proving in strong fashion 
that this Charlie Chaplin comed¢¥ 
still is boxoffice. 

“Francis” (U), up with the blue- 
ribbon winners for two months, 
atter being champ in March, fin- 
ished eighth one week and gave 
the distrib some additional nice 
coin, “Yellow Cab Man” (M-G), 
held up surprisingly big in the few 
new playdates in May. “Big Lift’ 
(20th), deseribed by some exhib- 
itors as hardly getting off the 
ground, was quite disappointing 
despite a number of crix liking it. 
“Wagonmaster” (RKO) was_ in 
about the same category. “Capt. 
Carey, U.S.A.” (Par) also did not 
fare well last month. 

“The Gunfighter” (20th) teed off 
big in Philadelphia. “Kill the Um- 
pire” (Col), okay in several spots, 
did badly in as many other cities. 
“Johnny Holiday” (UA) turned in 
some nice biz on numerous dates. 
“Kid from Texas” (U), while in- 
clined to be uneven, checked in 
with some sizeable sessions Jast 


i knowns for his production, “Lights | month. 
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than an outfit turning out few o1 
no pix in Britain. 

These companies argue that the 
base figure should be computed at 
$14,000,000 rather than the $17,-. 
000,000 generally regarded as the 
starting point. Then each company 
would be credited with 50% of the 
amount spent in frozen pounds for 
production besides getting its pro- 
portion of the $14,000,000. The 
$14,000,000 is fixed by deducting 


50% of $6,000,000 (average amount 
consumed in frozen pounds over 
the past two years in American 


filmmaking in England) from the 
$17.000,000 total set by the British. 


At the two-hour N. Y. meet, 
which shelved a decision for 10 
days, Johnston himself. indicated 


favoring acceptance. MPAA prexy, 
however, made it clear than his 
own reaction was a personal one 
and he had no desire to sway opin- | 
ion one way or another. Meeting 
broke up with some companies 
convinced the deal is a good one, 
others just as sold that the British 
were again proving themselves to 
be the toughest bargainers in either 
hemisphere. 

While a meeting of the MPAA’s 
exec committee, consisting of com- 
pany presidents, is slated within a 
week, a decision may not be 
reached at that time. It is possible 
that the conferees will agree to 
hold out on action until word is 
received from Richard F. Walsh, 
head of the International Alliance 
of Theatricai Stage Employees. En 
route to the U. S., Johnston con- 
fabbed with Walsh in Dublin. 
Union leader then told the MPAA 
head that he must first confer with 
other union toppers before advis- 
ing the majors as to their reaction 
to the British offer. 


Unions Key Factors in Situation 


| retaliatory blow 
| the deal. 


be the greatest single obstacle in 
the way of acceptance. 


In light of the background, some 


majors regard the offer as entire-| 


ly disappointing. British dollar 
position has improved immeasure- 


ably in the past two years while’ 
the 


the economic position of 
American film industry has de- 
teriorated in the same time. Hence, 
it is felt that the British are giv- 
ing less than they did previously 
while the Americans are asked to 
concede more. 
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surge in the U. S. The upswing, 


definitely not reflected in the film 
biz, is attributed by Reuters to a 
worldwide boom in raw materials 
which has upped the British price 
on rubber, wool, copper and other 
commodities. 

Reuters estimates an improve- 
ment in Britain’s dollar position of 
more than $100,000,000 monthly. 
London dispatch notes that it is a 
far cry from the $60,000,000 slash 
in dollar income a year ago. Obvi- 
ously, then, filmites reason, the 
unexpectedly tough British atti- 
tude has more to it than a hunger 
for dollars. Only other co'8:lusion 
being made among film biggies is 
that the British will insist on an 
American lifesaver thrown to 
British production regardless of its 
hurt to Hollywood or the industry 
here as a whole. 

Because of the resentment. one 
faction would like to restrict Amer- 
ican film exports to Britain as a 
is intent 


Another on 


: battling it out even if it means a 


Unions loom large in this case 
since the Britishers have baited the 
new deal with a bonus-penalty sys- 
tem aimed at boosting production 
by American distribs in Britain. | 
Johnston disclosed at the meet that 
Walsh would give no answer on 


union reaction until he has his 
talks with the Hollywood labor top- 
pers, Yank companies will get 
more or less than $17,000,000 in 


dollar remittances yearly, depend- 
ing on whether they boost or de- 
crease their rate of production. 

There were no surprises turned 
up by the MPAA chieftain as to | 
the terms of the deal since all the | 
salient features had been learned 
in advance of his appearance. One 
last-minute change only was noted. | 
British relented from one demand | 
that the Americans invest all frozen | 
currency remaining after expira- | 
tion of the next two years in 10-' 
year British government bonds. | 

Instead, distribs would be per- | 
mitted to use this iced residue in | 
any of the 27 uses provided in the 
current pact. All the coin, how- | 
ever, must be spent in one way or 
another within two years follow- 
ing expiration of the new accord; 
that is, by the middle of 1954. As | 
for the approximately 1,000,000 | 
pounds which have now accrued | 
under the present deal, that sum | 
must be expended within two years 
running from June. 

Questioned still unanswered is | 
whether production must’ take 
place in England, where the studios 
are going vegging for tenants, or 
whether filmmaking anywhere in 
the sterling block will fill the bill. 
Two two years which end June 14 
will be used as the base to deter- 
mine if the American distribs are 
exceeding past performances or 
not. British wanted to use June, 
1949-June, 1950, as the test year 
while Johnston asked for the pre- 
ceding 12 months. Compromise was 
reached by including both years 
and dividing by two to determine 
the basic figure. 

Shelving of a decision was part- 
ly due to the need for further fig- 
ures from Britain, which are ex- 
pected to take 10 days. These fig- 
ures mainly refer to the total in 
frozen pounds spent by the Ameri- 
cans in the past two years on Brit- 
ish production. These sums, ot 
course, are highly relevant to the 
deal. 


Much concern was expressed at 
the meet over thé possible reper- 
cussions of the deal in other coun- 
tries. Should the American distribs 
accept the terms, particularly in 
reference to production, it is be- 
lieved France, Italy and other na- 
tions would ask for similar pacts 
as a way of reviving local produc- 
tion. This one fear is believed to, 





| to 


temporary licking in dollars over- 
seas. It is still not thought prob- 
able that either of these dissident 


while accepting | 


Two Bills, Pine and Thomas,. who 
have been producing at the Nas- 
sour studio for four years, are hunt- 
ing other quarters, with KTTV 
taking over ownership of the iot. 

Meanwhile, Robert Lippert will 
continue as a tenant on the lot, 
at the invitation of Harrison Dun- 
ham, KTTV_~ general manager. 
Same invitation offered Pine 
decided to 


was 


and Thomas, but they 


move. 

Incidentally, Edward Nassour, 
former landlord of the Nassour stu- 
dios. has learned how it feels to 
be a tenant. No sooner did KTTV 
take possession of the lot than its 
representatives moved in and an- 
nounced a substantial raise in rent. 

Now the Nassour brothers are 
moving their goods and chattels to 
General Service studios. 
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larger centers provides him with 
grounds tor optimism regarding 
the outlook for the remainder of 
1950. For some reason that he’s un- 
able to fathom he believes the 
“atrocious weather” since the first 
of the year has hurt patronage 
worse in Minneapolis and St. Paul 
than elsewhere around the chain. 

In French’s opinion, the boxof- 
'free damage resulting from tele- 
vision competition in Minneapolis 
and St. Paul is still infinitesimal, 
but he admits an inability to put 
his finger on the cause for the se- 
vere Twin City 
with even 


product for the three-month test 


| but that the quality of some of the 


patronage drop, | 
outstanding pictures | 
failing to deliver at the b.o. in re- | 


cent weeks. He is not considering | 


any admission price cuts or re- 
trenchment. Big screen theatre tel- 


evision will be installed in the cir- | 


films may not justify the $1 charge. 

It was disclosed also that KTTV, 
the Los Angeles-Times-CBS-owned 
station in L. A., has obtained the 
first refusal on a licensing for 
Phonevisior in the L. A. area. 

In reply to the FCC’s inquiry 
into its Phonevision promotion, 
McDonald denied in Chi that his 
firm’s advertising had at any time 
given the impression to the public 
that Phonevision might soon or 
ever be available on a regular ba- 
sis. (Avoidance of giving that im- 
pression was one of the conditions 
under which the Commissien okay- 
ed the 90-day test scheduled for 
this fall in Chi). 

MeDonald did admit, 
that in several isolated instances 
some independent wholesalers or 
dealers had used newspaper space 
with such phrasing and captions 
as “Phonevision Will Soon Be 
Here,” and “Phonevision—Exclu- 
sive With Zenith.” In each case, 
McDonald pointed out, just as 
soon as these ads came to Zenith’s 
attention, the wholesaler or dealer 
was notified that such advertising 
was false and misleading, and that 
Zenith would pay for no part of 
the ads; also, any repetition of 
such copy would cause Zenith to 
cancel the dealer’s franchise. 

As to the charge that McDonald 
had written leading set manufac- 
turers urging them to _ install 
Phonevision decoder outlets now 
by offering them “contingent credit 
against future’ royalties,” VTe. 
Donald said he had made it spe- 


however, 


cifically clear that the FCC had 
approved. only a test of the me- 
dium. By installation of the 
decoder at the time of manufac- 
ture, McDonald pointed out that 
the cost would be from seven to 
25c, as compared to a cost of ‘‘mil- 


lions of additional dollars” to the 


tempting to force manufacturers 
to conform to Zenith’s standards 
of “scrambling,” McDenald pointed 
out that his only reference to 
standards to other manufacturers 
was to the effect that “the design 
and connections of the decoder 
outlets ‘must conform to necessary 
standards.’ We did not say 
Zenith standards; nor were we en- 
deavoring to impose any standards 
to other television manufacturers.” 
McDonald said that he had already 
demonstrated to the film industry, 
telephone and broadcasting indus- 


tries that several types of scram 
bling are workable and that he 
knows many other types are pos 
sible. 





Video School 
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also been with Decca during its 16 
years of operation. 

The Andrews Sisters started with 
the indie firm 14 years ago and 
are still in the major league coin 


bracket. “I Can Dream, Can't I,” 
made by the Andrews last year, 
was one of Decca’'s biggest money 
getters. Currently, the trio’s “I 
Wanna Be Loved” appears to be 


rolling in the same direction. 

Carmen Caval!larc and Russ Mor- 
gan have cach been with the wax- 
ery for 12 years and are boih still 
top money getters for Decca as 
well as in theatres and one niters. 
Morgan is now handling a weekly 
television program over KECA-TV. 
Dick Haymes has been with the 
firm since he left Harry James orch 
and moved out on his own. 

Louis Jordan and Fred Waring 
have been with Decca for better 
than 10 years and are still riding 
high. Though Jordan did leave, he 
is now back in the fold. Gordon 
Jenkins is one of the newest Decca 














|cuit’s Radio City theatre here late | public to have their sets later con- acquisitions in the big bracket, 

wings will win out. But regardless this month, and Danny Kaye is/| verted to Phonevision in the event having been with the firm only 

of decision, the scars are expected |scheduled for a personal stage | the pay-as-you-see medium should five years. Jenkins, however, has 

show in Anglo-U. S. dealings show appearance at that house in| come inte general use. been one of firm’s biggest sellers 
for some time to come. July. To the charge that Zenith was at- during the past 12 months. 

— ne | 
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This beauty care really makes skin lovelier! In recent 
Lux Toilet Soap tests by skin specialists, actually 
3 out of 4 complexions improved in a short time. 

“Lux Soap facials leave skin softer, smoother,” 
says Ella Raines. “I work the creamy, fragrant 
~** lather well in, then rinse, and pat with a 
soft towel to dry.” 

Try the big new bath size cake, too— 
so fragrant, so luxurious! 


Stars use it — LU Gis ave Lovelier 
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NEW YORK 


Longterm lease for Ridgeway 
theatre to be built in the new 
Ridgeway shopping center, Stam- 
ford, Conn., inked by Nathan 
Steinberg. indie exhib. New house 
will seat 1,200. 

Metro gives its “Annie Get Your 
Gun” a big push in June when 
company is having some 60 key 
city engagements. Included are 
every Loew’s theatre situation plus 
a number of indie houses. Com- 
pany reports that ° ‘Father of Bride 
is outgrossing “Battleground,” big- 
gest earner of previous year. Pic 
is ahead in all its first dates in- 
cluding N. . Philadeplhpia, 
Albany and Haas. 


KANSAS CITY 


Gloria Swanson in town last 
week to plug “Sunset Boulevard, 
with Harry Hamburg, Paramount 
branch manager, host at a screen- 
ing and party. She also is taking 
an official part in the city’s Cen- 
tennial celebration. Miss Swan- 
son figured as a personality in the 

parade opening the Centennial 
one morning. . 

Howard Burkhardt, manager olf 
Loew’s Midland, is back at his 
desk after a three-week vacation 
sojourn in the East. Mike Cullen 
Loew division manager, handled 
reins at the Midland during Burk- 
harat’s trip. 

Changes in Fox Midwest theatre 
managers brings Bob Hockensmith 
to the Warwick theatre, midtown 
subsequent run. He replaces Roy 
Cato, who is taking a leave of ab- 
sence for his health. Bill Collier 
moves over to the Gladstone to fill 
position left by Hockensmith. 





Collier had been assistant to 
Charles Barnes, Jr., at the 
Granada. 


DALLAS 


Dave P. Callahan, former Robb 
& Rowley Circuit manager at Lit- 
tle Rock, Ark., transfered here to 
homeoffice of circuit as assistant 
to C. V. Jones, general manager of 
chain. 

Woodrow Weidner named city 
manager in Taylor for Robb & 
Rowley circuit. For the last five 
vears he has been assistant city 
manager for circuit at Hillsboro, 
Tex. 

G. L. Griffin and J. W. Griffin 
purchased the Encore here, the 
house operated by Alfred N. Sack. 

Conley Cox, former manager of 
Trail Drive-In in San Antonio, op- 
erated by Claude Ezell & Associ- 
ates, promoted to a district man- 
agership by Claude Ezell. 


PITTSBURGH 


With merger of Eagle Lion and. 


Film Classics, Leo Gottlieb, head 


of FC office here, becomes man- | 


ager of the combined exchanges 
and John Zomnir, EL branch boss, 
takes over the post of sales chief. 
James Hendel, whom Zomnir suc- 
ceeded, is the new western divi- 
sion manager for Eagle Lion 
Classics, having been ‘transferred 


there from EL’s Metropolitan slot. 


in New York. 

Rialto theatre in Evans City, 
closed for more than a year, taken 
over by Frank Russo, who former- 
lv operated the Fox at Briar 
sult, ©. 


Harry Finley, manager of Holly- 
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RIVE-IN THEATRES) 


}) man 
' branch manager and salesman, re- 


Film Row 


wood theatre in Johnstown, named 
manager of the newly-created Coui- 
vention and Visitors Bureau there. 


With elevation of F. D. (Dinty) 





Moore to a district managership, | 


Jerry Wechsler, one-time WB) 
salesman in Pittsburgh and more 
recently exchange manager in 
Cleveland, comes back here to’ 
head the local office. Pete De- 
Fazio named Buffalo chief in tame 
switch. 

J. Allen Figurel acquired lease 
on Heights theatre from Nate 
Terper, who will continue to op- 
erate the New Herron. 

Bob Dunbar, one-time WB sa'#s- 
man in Pittsburgh, transferred to 
Jacksonville, Fla., as head of ex- 
change succeeding the late E. B. 
Price. 


——-——_—__-— 


ST. LOUJS 


One of few remaining Airdomes 
in St. Louis, the Areade, ighted 
for season last week. 

The Town Hall, a new house in 

Hardin, Ill, lighted by George 
Varble. 
Mrs. Louis Gus Keraostes, wife 
of manager of Grand, Springfield, 
lll., escaped serious injuries when 
the automobile she was driving ran 
off a road near Champaign, U1. 

Dominic Giachetto, treasurer of 
the Frisina Amus. Co., copped a 
trophy for bagging the largest 
‘number of new members co ee 
'Y.M.C.A. drive in Springfield, Il. 

The Strand, Pocohontas, IIl., 
dark for several weeks, relighted 
by Sherman L. Mason, 
manager of Commonwealth The- 
atres, Inec., Kansas City, Mo. 

Vernon Whitesides, fer 20 years 
with St. Louis Amus. Co., now is 
manager of the Congress, owned 
by David Litvag. 

Ray Parker resigned from Fan- 
chon & Marco’s ad staff to man- 
age new 600-car ozoner in St. Louis 
County. 

The Ivanhoe, operated by St. 
Louis Amus. Co., is first of smaller 
houses in St. Louis to be shuttered 
for summer. 


ALBANY 


A stipulation signed in U. S. 


District Court discontinuing the 
anti-trust action which Ernest J. 
Wolfe, of the Town Hall in Low- 


ville, brought against two Schine- 
operated companies and eight film 
distributors over the clearance of 
14 days which the latter had given 
Schine’s strand in Carthage. 
Division of operations of three- 
Fabian-Hellman drive-ins and sale 
of a fourth announced by Si 
Fabian, head of Fabian Theatres, 
and Neil Hellman, head of Hell- 
man Theatres. The Mohawk and 
the Saratoga went under Fabian 
management June 1. The Lincoln, 
in Philadelphia, switched to Hell- 
man operation. 
Binghamton, 
Comerford Theatre 
Scranton, Pa. 


CHICAGO 


Circuit, of 


James Booth, former manager of | 
joined Schoen- 
stadt circuit as general manager 


Oriental theatre, 


last week. 


Herb Ellisburg, former owner of 
Studio theatre, appointed to ad- 
vertising promotion staff of Lil- 


mack Trailers. 


Danny Newman took over flack- | 
under | 


manager Harold C. Costello, re- 


,ery for Oriental theatre 


_placing Aaron Cushman. 


Variety Club of Illinois moved 
_into its new Michigan Avenue 


| quarters Saturday (3). | 
|. Monument for Henri Elman, 
founder of Henri Elman enterprises 


and former chief barker of Variety 
| Club of Illinois, unveiled last week. 
“Annie Get 
' Your Gun” for date starting June 
| 22. Pie will run with stageshow, 
not yet booked, at regular admis- 


Oriental booked 


| sions. 

Film attorney Seymour 
;moved his offices 
| Trade Building. 


| 
MINNEAPOLIS 


Film salesmen organizing base- 
| ball league with all exchanges to 


| be represented. 

| L. J. Ludwig, former Minnesota 
Amus. Co. executive and now 
| Jamestown, N. D., exhibitor, ill in 
St. Barnabas hospital. 

Bill Elson, former Northwest 
Variety club chief barker, circuit 
owner, named International Vari- 
ety club's field representative for 
Minneapolis, Kansas City, Omdha 
and Des Moines. 

Dick Steinman and Morrie Stein- 
resigned as Film Classics 


spectively, to take over interest in 


former | 


The George F., at) 
was sold recently to) 


Sinion 
to Board of 


| Lippert-North Star independent 
film exchange. 

Louis Orlove, Metro exploiteer, 
| back in town after battling North 
Dakota floods. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Gloria Swanson is due here June 
| 15 to appear as hostess at a screen- | 
ing of “Sunset Boulevard” at the) 
Commodore Theatre. 

William Goldman bought “Annie | 
Get Your Gun” for his Randolph 
Theatre. Pic opens June 7. 

Charles and Ben Goldfine opened 








their South City Drive-in Theatre | 


and Amusement Center, first ozon- 
er within the city limits. 


Maurice Gable, first-run zone 


manager for Warner Circuit, re- 
signing soon to go into private 
business. 


Lou Berger last week sold his 
South Philly houses, the Ideal and 
Empress, to Charles Stiefel. Berge: 
is retiring because of ill health. 


BOSTON 


Meyer Feltman, branch manager 
of Universal, recuperating from 
minor operation at New England 
Baptist Hospital. 

Samuel Pinanski, prez of local 
American Theatre Corp., and na- 
tional prez of Theatre Owners of 
America .kudoed by Hub’s Staley 
College at institution’s Golden 
Jubilee. Degree, highest awarded 
by college, was for his Pinanski’s 
distinguished record of achieve- 
ment in great humanitarian 
causes. 

Philip Bloomberg, prez of North 
Shore Amus. Co.. will take over 
the operation of the Plaza. Salem, 
at expiration of present lease held 
by E. M. Loew interests. 


TORONTO 


Leonard W. Brockington, C.M.G.., 
K.C., appointed prexy of Odeon 
Theatres (Canada) Ltd., succeed- 
ing the Hon. J. Earl Lawson, who 
died a fortnight ago. Brockington 
also becomes president of the 
J. Arthur Rank Organization of 
Canada, Ltd. He was first chair- 
man of Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. and has also been active in 
the Canadian operations of the 
Arthur Rank interests in Canada. 


DETROIT 

United Detroit Theatre chain is 
down to 18 houses as result of sell- 
ing three nahes, Alger, Regent and 
Annex, to Jack Goldhar, former 
United Artists biggie here. 

Frank Fitzpatrick purchased the 
second-run Clinton in Clinton, 





Mich., from Mrs. Nita Phillips, who 
operated this theatre about 12 
years. 
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traditionally maintained because of 

the high flammatory nature of ace- 
tate film. 
space is estimated as saving the 
majors many millions of dollars in 
rentals annually. 


| One other means of cutting over- 
j}head would be the consolidation 
of exchanges from the present to- 
tal of 32 for each company to 18 
or so centrally located offices. That 
|Step is also under study by the 
presidents. It would mean the 
slicing of clerical and shipping per- 
sonnel. No reduction in sales 
forces, however, is contemplated. 

If the plan for pooling shipping 
facilities gets the greenlight, an/} 
inquiry would be directed to the 
Dept. of Justice to determine 
whether the Government would 
consider such a move as violative | 
,of the anti-trust laws and existing 
decrees. Company attorneys be- 
lieve that the pool, confined strict- | 
‘ly to physical handling of films, 
would win a clean bill-of-health 
|from the Government. This would 
| Stand so long as no attempt is made 
to combine on sales operations. 

Several 
studying the complete centraliza- 
tion of billing and clerical work in 
the homeoffices. Number are ex- | 
perimenting with special computa- 
|tion machines to test the efficiency 
of the centralized operations. 
Wraps are on these tests since they 
would affect the morale of ex- 
change workers. 

Regardless of which move or 
moves are taken by the prexies, the 
currently intense probing of dis- 
trib overhead is expected to bring 
about drastic changes in pix-ped- 
dling during the current year. Sur- 
veys have already indicated that 
the distrib overhead is far greater 
than that of other industries. 


Since production has been the sub- | 
Ject of intensive cost-saving short- | 


cuts in the past few years, that 
heat has now been turned on the 
sales end of the business. 


Use of smaller office | 


companies are now! 


Anside Stuff—Pictures 


Members of the 20th-Fox homeoffice ad-publicity department, with 
‘eight different stars, producers and directors in New York this week, 
| are meeting themselves coming and going in the various rounds of in- 


terviews, press parties, radio shows, etc., 
Now in Manhattan are stars Cecile Aubry, Gregory Peck, 


| personalities. 
| Valentina Cortesa, Debra Paget, 


they’ve set up to ballyhoo the 


Paul Douglas and featured player 


| Stanislaus Zbysko, latter a former wrestling champ who appears in 


“Night and the City.” 


a full crew, working on ‘14 Hours” 


Director Henry Hathaway is now in N. Y. 


with 
in the city’s streets, while pro- 


ducer Anatole Litvak stopped off last week en route from Hollywood 


to Germany where he’s to lens ‘ 


producer-actor, crossed swords in 


“The Asphalt Jungle, 


request by Dietz for a quotable plug for the pie, 
“‘diabolic” 


film “highly immoral” and 


‘Call It Treason.” 


Howard Dietz, Metro's ad-pub veepee, and Howard Lindsay, legit 


an exchange of letters over M-G's 


” film recently directed by John Huston. Nixing a 


Lindsay declared the 
because he claimed it enlists the 


audience sympathies with criminals. 


Dietz countered by letter, 


both Greek drama and Shakespeare. 
III, Dietz said, was “not unsympathetic.” 


criminal can you understand what 





RKO's contract for the release of 


a special clause under which the 


any reference to the Dempsey-Firpo bout or 
These two battles were the most widely discussed pugi- 


Tunney bout.” 


asserting that the pic is in the tradition of 


The Bard’s treatment of Richard 
Only by understanding a 
motivates him, Dietz argued. 

“The Golden Twenties” contains 
distributor agrees “not to include 
the second Dempsey- 


listic events of that era, but newsreel rights on both fights are tied up. 
The clause was inserted in the distribution contract to steer clear of 


legal trouble, 


Some 400 member theatres of the Metropolitan Motion Picture The- 
atres Assn. of New York are showing a special appeal trailer this week 


in cooperation with the Police Athletic 


was prepared by M-G-M’s News 
There is no theatre solicitation. 


League’s annual drive. Reel 
of the Day and Loew’s Theatres, 








| 


theatres 
divest. 











which 20th proposed to 


Warner Deal Holds 

The Warner dickerings with the 
Government are probably not seri- 
ously affected by the Supreme 
Court’s fast ruling. An_ under- 
standing on all main points of a 
decree (ineluding divorcement 
within 18 months) still stands. It 
is conditioned on a_e favorable 
Treasury Dept. ruling on a plan 
for the issuance of debentures. 
, Since both sides are now waiting 
for that ruling, it is probable that 
the Government will go through 
with the deal as reached if Treas- 
ury comes through with the sort of 
decision asked by Warners. 

Should word from the revenooers 
be unfavorable, it is conceivable 
that the whole settlement would 
blow up. However, there is more 
likelihood that Warners will push 
for a revised decree rather than 
depend on a plan submitted to the 
federal district court. As .for 
Metro, although it has made no 
settlement move to date, it can 
still swap a shorter time limit on 
divorcement in return for im- 
proved terms from the Govern- 
ment. 

Aside from its obvious impact 
so far as divorcement and dives- 
titure is concerned, the high ceurt’s 
decision has broad repercussions 
in the field of exhibitor anti-trust 
litigation. By affirming the de- 
'cree, court has made it final for all 
other suits. It can be introduced 
into evidence as prima facie proof 


of what its findings contain includ- | 


ing those holding the companies 
guilty of monopoly. As _ such, it 
undoubtedly will be used in many 
of the 90 pending actions against 
the majors. 

While all sides expressed sur- 


prise at the fast decision handed | 


down without oral argument in 
court, that sort of action has been 
taken frequently in the past. Le- 
galites believe the court 


Court Spurs 


Continued from page 3 = 


found | 











mandate comes back to the district 
court, or within the next week or 
two. A plea for reargument could 
delay the operation of the decree 
for another few weeks at best. 
Should the majors seek any 
other delays, a knockdown legal 
battle would develop. Government 
cross-appealed against the three- 
year period because it feels that 
leeway is too great. It would not 
consent to further postponements 
regardless of reasons presented. 








| Industry Split 
- Continued from page 9 Qaaael 
a suggestion by William F. Rod- 
gers, Metro’s sales chief, that 
COMPO consider arbitration at its 
recent Chicago, conclave. In the 
face of that proposal, TOA issued 
a blast against handing COMPO 
any powers to pass on trade prac- 
tices. Rodgers thereupon dropped 
his plen for bringing the matter up 
in Cal. 

In TOA’s eyes, arbitration could 
be the answer to most of the in- 
dustry‘s internal ills. According to 
Herman Levy, general counsel for 
the group, “‘there is a greater need 
for arbitration than ever before 
because of the new wide avenues 
|of arbitrable matters. There is al- 
most no matter other than those 
involving dollars and cents paid for 
films that is not arbitrable,” Levy 
told VARIETY. 

Indicating the importance that 
TOA attaches to arbitration is the 
shelving of a code governing exhib- 
distrib relations pending outcome 
of its plan. If successful, TOAers 
say, arbitration would elimimate the 
}need for a code. 


‘New York Theatres | 



































that its mandate on the previous | 


‘appeal had been properly followed ' 


by the lower bench and that there 
| was nothing further to argue. 


Little Rehearing Chance 
Records on appeal 


as an outline of their reasons for. 
asking a reversal. Since the Su-| 


preme Court vote was seven to 


nothing ‘with two judges baat se 
ticipating), there is bi 
chance of a APB 
granted. 

Actually, the majors lost noth- 
ing by attempting the appeal. They | 
picked up five months added time | 
along the way sinc® divorcement | 
does not start running til the 
Supreme Court's mandate is sent 
back to the lower court. From 
then on, three companies will have | 
'six months to present a plan of di- | 
vorcement and one year to file a 
list of theatres for divestiture. 


ciiee 


Time tor complete divorcement | 


is three years. Those 36 months 
jstart running from the date the 


presented | 
both a synopsis of the points at- | 
i'tacked by the defendants as well | 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeiier Center 
SPENCER TRACY @ JOAN BENNETT 
ELIZABETH TAYLOR 


“FATHER OF THE BRIDE” 
DON TAYLOR @ BILLIE BURKE 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
Plus Spectacular Stage Presentation 











° JAMES STEWART, 


WINTERS - - DURYEA 
stoman MCNALLY 


WINCHESTER "73 


PARAMOUNT |. 










Widnight feats 
Mightly 










PAUL DOUGLAS 
JEAN PETERS 


in ‘Love That Brute’ 


—On Stage— 

SID CAESAR 7th Ave. 
with IMOGENE COCA _& Sot st. 
Extra! FAYE 
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Lever Seeking Out on Amos ‘1 Andy; 


Poses Ticklish Treading for CBS 


Despite the fact that its contract 
Lever 


still has two years to go, 


Bros. has asked CBS for an out on 
its sponsorship of the Sunday 
night “Amos ’n’ Andy” show, 
which plugs Lever’s Rinso prod- 
uct Lever is paying $33,000 a 
week to CBS for time and talent 


on the 7:30 to 8 program, but 
doesn't feel that this kind of coin 
outlay for future Rinso commer- 
cials is warranted. 

With A & A 
Bill Paley, who 


now working for 


bought 


barrel for $2,000,000 in the first of 


the series of capital gains maneuv- | 


ers, the cancellation would leave 
CBS holding the bag unless a new 
sponsorship deal was effected. It 
would also mark the first serious 
defection of the CBS Sunday night 
lineup since the Jack Benny-A&A- 
Edgar Bergen-Red Skelton parlay 
started to dominate the Nielsens 
and Hoopers. 

For CBS, 
with the Lever hierarchy present a 
ticklish problem. While 


go contract, on the other hand it 
can’t afford to antagonize this par- 
ticular client. For one _ thing, 
there’s an item known as “Lux Ra- 
dio Theatre,’ which rules the CBS 
—or any other 
roost, and Lever 
failed to commit 
contract for next season, 
while lending an ear 
blandishments to “come on over. 
Also, the continued Lever sponsor- 
ship of “My Friend Irma,” which 
follows the Lux show on Monday 
nights, might also conceivably be 


has thus far 


” 


itself. on a CBS| Van Volkenberg from 
mean- | 


to NBC's | 


them a_| 
couple seasons back lock, stock and | 


the current discussions 


the net-! 
work can point to its two-years-to- | 


network’s—rating | 





Mack in Lights 
Ted Mack, emcee of. the 
“Original Amateur Hour,” last 
week came _ into possession 
of a diamond-encrusted 
lighter, estimated 
several thousand 

Jeweled lighter was original- 
iy owned by the late Major 
Bowes, who bequeathed it to 
Cardinal Spellman. His Emi- 
nence tast week turned it over 
to Mack, who is emceeing the 
‘Amateur Hour” Catholic char- 
ity benefit at Madison Sq. Gar- 
den, N. Y., next week, with 
the comment: “This should be- 
long to you, rather than me.” 


cigaret 
to be worth 
dollars. 


? 








De Soto Cool To 
Wooing by CBS 


On Marx Time 


Detroit, June 6. 


CBS brass converged on Detroit | 


last week (prexy Frank Stanton 


| flying in from the Coast and Jack 


at stake if CBS were inclined to 
get tough about the A & A con-| 
tract 


On top of that CBS has copped | 


the Lever Godfrey sponsorship 
(‘see other story) and two Lever 
halt-hours on TY, 


NBC's New Gold 
Via Old Gold Ams. 


Just when CBS was figuring on 
a pot of new gold by effecting a 
switchover of Old Gold’s “Original | 
Amateur Hour,” NBC stepped into 
the picture with a time offer that 
looks more appealing to the P. 
Lorillard sponsor boys and Lennen 
& Mitchell agency, and indications 





New York) 
on an errand of merecy—to try and 


persuade DeSoto-Plymouth to stick | 


with CBS with a new show instead 
of making the switchover to NBC 
with Groucho Marx. CBS would 
like the auto company to buy the 
Amos ‘n’ Andy team, which Lever 
| Bros. want to drop. 


The pleas, however, fell on deaf 


ears, for when Marx goes to the 
NBC post in the fall, he’ll still be 
carrying the DeSoto - Plymouth 


| sponsorship colors, despite the 
| CBS arguments that,. Groucho or 
| no Groucho, the swing is still to 
/CBS with its toprated shows and 
| No. 1 programming status. 

For one thing, the auto com- 
| pany, speaking on behalf of the 
‘dealers who pro rata the cost of | 
the show, contended that for the 
first time in years, after a series 


| of il!-fated sponsorship deals, it} 


"was now getting a healthy ride for 


its money via the Marx progran, 
re wants to keep it that way. 


| Auto company’s contract for the 


| CBS Wednesday time runs out in 
| September, with “Pays 

| norant” in as the summer 
ment show. 


NORMAN QUITS WNBC 


replace- 





now are that the 45-minute radio | 
show will move to NBC in Sep- | 
tember. 

Program is currently heard | 
Thursday nights at 9 on ABC. | 


NBC is offering the same time seg- 
ment on its own facilities, 
ment occupied this season by 
Camel’s “Sereen Guild Theatre.” 
(Camel is dropping the show.) CBS 
looked all set to cop the billings 
with its offer of a Friday night 
niche, but apparently the client 
prefers to stay with a Thursday 
audience. 

Video version of 
Hour’ won't be disturbed. It’s 
seen Tuesday nights at 10 on NBC- 
Bs 





It’s Toscy 2 to 1 


Cleveland, June 6. 

Nielsen, Hooper, etc., to the con- 
trary, Arturo Toscanini outdraws 
Jack Benny in Cleveland. 

Official figures ef the Toscanini- 
Benny one-night stands in Cleve- 
land’s Public Auditorium show the 
Maestro of the Baton outdraws the 
Maestro of the Gag by better than 
= © 2. 

Paul commissioner of the 
Public Auditorium, reports that 
when the NBC Symphony played 
(21) to a house scaled from $4.80 
to $2.40, the gross attendance was 
9.304. One week later, May 28, the 
Benny house, scaled from $3.70 to 
$_.25, drew only 3,933. 

grossed approximately 
Toscanini’s take was over 


Hurd, 


senny 
$9.000: 
$22,000. 


the seg- | 


“Amateur | 


SALES FOR COAST SPOT 


Don Norman checks out of 
WNBC, the NBC New York flag- 


ship station, as sales manager of 
the AM and TV operations, to take 
over as sales manager of the web’s 
KNBH video station on the Coast. 
Norman will thus rejoin forces 
with his ex-WNBC boss, Tom Mc- 
Fadden, who recently switched 
from manager of the New 
| station to head the Coast opera- 
tion. 

Ted Cott, who 
Fadden in N. Y., 
| parent company network pattern 
| of splitting the sales job “down the 
| middle,” with separate AM and TV 
sales. structures. He’s currently 
on the prowl for managers of the 
two setups. 


Skippy Is Mollified 


succeeded Mc- 
will follow the 





Although initially miffed) with 
CBS over the web’s reneging on 


its promise to give its “Skippy Hol- 
lvwood Theatre” the Thursday at 
10 p.m. period during the summer, 
the Skippy Peanut Butter peopie 
said last week it was willing to for- 
give and forget and stay put in the 
10:30 time. 

CBS was obliged to recapture 
the time when Wrigley negotiated 
its.bundle deal of 36 half-hours, on 
condition that Thursday at 10 go 
;wfth it. 


to Be Ig-| 


York | 





‘NETS PUT 
ND 


By GEORGE 


The era of the freelance 
is gone. Today he’s got a 
who goes under the name 
NBC or CBS. But in 
they’re only the nominal 
For today it’s the top web-owned 
comic in radio (and in TV tomor 
row’) who is calling the turn. 

Before the new season gets roll- 
ing, probably every top radio (and 
potential TV) personality will be 
bound to either of the two webs 
under exclusive contracts. For 








ROSEN 


boss — 


manv cases 


bosses 


NBC Exclusives 


Groucho Marx. 
Bob Hope. 


Fibber McGee & Molly. 
Phil Harris-Alice Faye. 
Fred Allen. 

Eddie Cantor. 


Martin & Lewis (for TV) 


CBS Exclusives 
Jack Benny. 
Bing Crosby. 
Edgar Bergen. 
Artbur Godfrey. 
Burns & Allen. 
Garry Moore. 


| ABC Exclusives 
Ozzie & Harriet. 
On Bidding Block 


Jimmy Durante. 


Jack Benny (for TV), 








the privilege of calling Groucho 
Marx its own, 
a reported $3,000,000. Ditto for 
Bob Hope, and if Hope had wanted 
to “sit it out” next season in his 
tiff with Lever Bros. (which he 
threatened to do before Lever an- 
| nounced his cancellation yester- 
| day), it all serves to accent the 
new trend—where the comic today 
has the upper hand and is complete 
boss. 

In grabbing off the top talent 
that looks promising for TV, it’s 
| costing the webs plenty out-of- 
/pocket millions. Many question 
‘the wisdom of the networks put- 
ting themselves in such jeopardy. 


With most of the contracts call- 
‘ing for pay on a “play or don't 
play” basis, it leaves the webs out 
‘on a financial limb if, for example, 
a Burns & Allen, a Phil Harris or 
a Bob Hope, presently without 
sponsors, aren’t inked to new bank- 
roller deals. 

Pacting of all available cream tal- 
‘ent gives the networks top-dog po- 
| sition. It signifies the ‘“‘“New Order” 
in the radio-TV talent picture; the 
determination of the networks not 
to repeat in TV the sins of the 
AM fathers in allowing program- 





ming to get “out of the house” and 
into agency hands. 

With the Allens, Bennys. Ber- 
gens, Crosbys, Fibbers, etc., now 


playing the NBC-CBS “owned and 
operated” time it puts the networks 
in the dominant position of shap- 
ing the future destinies of radio 
and video, talent and production- 
wise. 

But whether such network su- 
premacy is worth achieving at the 
rate of $3,000,000 per personality, 
despite NBC’s boast of a $100,- 
000,000 RCA bank reserve, is re- 
garded as the major economic Rip- 
ley of the business today. 


SANKA TO STAY IN RADIO 
THO NIXING ‘GOLDBERGS’ 


Although Sanka Coffee (General 
Foods) has decided to drop the ra- 
dio version ot “The Goldbergs,” 
heard Saturday nights on CBS, the 
company has notified its agence: 
Young & Rubicam, that it wants to 
stay in radio and is currently au- 
ditioning several properties being 
pitched up by Y & R. 

GF will probably stay with the 
same Saturday time segment. 

Meanwhile, TV version of ‘“Gold- 
bergs” goes off for the summer, 
with the creator of the show, Ger- 
trude Berg, going to the Coast for 
a pic version, 





comic 


of either 


NBC is forking over | 


COMICS CALL TURN 





ELVES Lever, Hope Part; Soap Co. Buys 
JFOPARNY Godfrey Cross-the-Board, Also 2 


CBS-TV Half-Hours: Blow to NBC 





D’Oyly Cott S} id w 


Ted Cott, manager of WNBC, 
N Y.. has pacted Arthur 
Treacher to do a Sunday disk 
jockey show for the _ station 
built around Gilbert & Sulli- 
van recordings. Program tees 
off on June 25, in the 12:30-1 
p.m. segment. 

Winnie Schaefer, 
to Schuyler Chapin, in the 
press department, has paro- 
died G & S's “When I Was a 
Lad” from ‘Pinafore’ for a 
press release going out next 
week announcing the show’s 
premiere. 


assistant 








Paley, Staffers 
| Wail ‘Ouch-o In 


Loss of Grouch 


No one around CBS last week 
was even attempting to conceai the 
gloom that shrouded the 
|N. Y. headquarters in the wake of | 
of NBC’s” acquisition of the} 
Groucho Marx show. It didn’t par- 
ticularly help matters, either, that 
the comedian turned in an un- 
usually sock comedy program on 


+ 


| NBC. 
| ing 


Friend Irma,” 
er's 


| fit also 


Lever Bros. yesterday (Tues.) 


revealed a drastic re-patterning of 
its network radio programming set- 
announced 
bid to entrench itself in 
picture 


up and at the same time 


an all-out 
the video 
Lever, which has been tiffing 
with Bob Hope, agreed to let its 
contract lapse. It still had four 
years to go. At the same time 
Lever let it be known it was relin- 
quishing the Tuesday Hope time on 
Instead, Lever is purchas- 
Arthur Godfrey cross-the-board 
in the 10:15-10:30 a.m. segment. 
Move comes as a blow to NBC, 
for it not only means loss of the 
half-hour time, but solidifies CBS’ 


position in the client jockeying, 
since Columbia also has Lever’s 
“Lux Radio -Theatre” and “My 


two of the bankroll- 
top-rated shows. (NBC has 
| been making overtures to woo over 
the Lux program.) 

The Columbia-Lever wedding 
was further cemented with the out- 
buying two half-hours of 
CBS video time. Effective Oct. 1 


| (same date that Lever picks up the 


| ment 
web's | at 9 on radio), and on Oct. 





| 


' 


his last time up last Wednesday. | 


CBS board chairman William S 
Paley was reportedly no little dis- 
turbed over the NBC victory, since 

| the Marx show is generally recog- 
nized as one of the prize packages 
of the year, and for the next few 
years, either AM or TV. 

While on the one hand CBS con- 
tends that Paley ordered the with- 
drawal of the web’s bidding on the 
ground that the kind of money 
NBC was willing to pay 
make economic sense, 
elsewhere that Paley tried to re- 
open the bidding after NBC was 


declared the victor—at a reported | ever. 
of $3,000,000 covering an | the CBS dynasty and boss man in 


cost 
eight-year period. 


WOR INCEPTS RADIO 
DRIVE: ‘IT’S STILL THERE’ 


To offset the trend in public | 
opinion that radio is on its last | 
legs, WOR, N. Y., will shortly 





Godfrey sponsorship), it takes over 
the Monday 8:30 to 9 CBS-TV seg- 
(leading into the Lux show 
4, takes 
| over the Thursday 9:30 to 10 p.m. 
'time. The two half-hour packages 
are still to be selected. 





Atlass Buying 
Station for Jr. 


Chicago, June 6. 
Effective June 10, WKLW, Madi- 
son, Wis., divorces itself from its 
Mutual affiliation and joins the 


| CBS affiliate bandwagon. 


didn't | 
it’s claimed | 


| 


The switchover of the 5,000-watt 
| highttime (10,000-watt daytime) op- 
eration goes deeper than that, hovw- 
Les Atlass, a big wheel in 


the midwest, is reportedly buying 
the station for his son, H. Leslie 
Atlass, Jr., and in the process is 
bringing it into the Columbia 
family. Young Atlass until now 
| has been identified with the CBS 
Chi operation, WBBM, which At- 
lass, Sr., heads. 

All the Wrigley-sponsored busi- 


| ness moves to WKLW and kicking 


launch a campaign to sell the in- | 


dustry as the world’s greatest mass 
entertainment medium. 

Based on the idea that radio, 
which sells billions of dollars of 
goods for sponsors, 


hasn't taken | 


time out to sell itself, the Mutual | 


key station will buy ads in trade 
and consumer papers 
heavy on-the-air promotion. 

The theme will be that today 


and use, 


} 


more people own radios than ever | 
|of “Bride and Groom” on ABC on 


before, and it will be supported by 
Broadcast Measurement’ Bureau 
and other statistical data showing 
the increase in set ownership and 
total listening. The drive will 
point up the large out-of-home 
audience; that “radio goes wher- 
ever the peorle go—in autos, 
beaches, summer cottages, trains, 
(Continued on page 61) 


P&G Buys David Rose 


Chicago, June 6. 

Russel Seeds agency is building 
a show around the David Rose 
orch to fill in last five weeks of 
Red Skelton’s 13-week summer 
layoff from his Sunday night CBS 
stint for Procter & Gamble. Spon- 
sor is taking eight-week hiatus 
when comic bows off for season 
June 25. 

Rose show debuts Aug. 27 and 
will fill slot until Skelton returns 
Oct. 1. New 
inate on the Coast. 





off the June 10 CBS identification 
will be the Gene Autry Show, soon- 
sored by the gum magnate. Autry 
is also cutting a flock of promotion 
spots for the inaugural. 


STERLING BOWS OUT 
OF ‘BRIDE & GROOM’ 


Sterling Drug is cancelling out 





having backed the 
cross-the-board stanza fer five 
years. Sponsor had picked up 
time on ABC's morning strip, “My 
True Story,” and_ prefers’ the 
earlier hour to “Bride’s’” 3 p.m, 
slot. 

Agency is 
Sample. 


July 1, after 


Dancer - Fitzgeraid- 





Carter Going It Alone 


‘C* a 
As ‘Sing It Again’ Sponsor 
CBS’ Saturday night “Sing It 
Again” giveaway will be whittled 
down to a single sponsor a:ter July 
1 when Sterling Drug bows «out 
after a 17-week _ ride. Com- 
pany meanwhile is undecided 


about resuming in the fall. 


show will also origi- , 


Remaining client is Carter Prod- 
ucts, plugging Arrid. 

Meanwhile, CBS is aiming for a 
simuleast of the hour-long pro- 


‘gram, 
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Radio's Magic Touch Can Offset 


Frustration, Femme B’casters Told 


Cleveland, June 6. 
Broadcasters who acquire the 


“magic touch” can offset the ‘frus- | 


tration” found in AM radio today. 


So declared Ralph W. Hardy, di- | 


rector of government relations for 
the NAB, in a luncheon talk (3) 
“Whither the Magic Touch?” to the 
Assn. of Women's Broadcasters 
holding their seventh annual con- 
vention in Hotel Cleveland. 

“The country,” declared Hardy, 
“is full of frustrated broadcasters 
who can't develop the magic 
touch.” And he defined the “magic 
touch” as personality plus the hu- 
man approach which comes from 
the heart. 

Hardy told the 250 delegates to 
“create the personal touch .. . the 
intimate relationship between 





= 


Mich. Grid Sponsor 
Detroit, June 6. 

Speedway Petroleum Corp. of 
Detroit, has purchased nine Uni- 
versity of Michigan football games 
and one between Michigan State 
and Oregon State for broadcasting 
over WWJ. 

Ty Tyson, veteran WWJ sports- 
easter, will do the commentary, as 
he has for the past 26 years. 


Transit Radio 
~ Survives Ist 





yourself and your audience. Your | 


effectiveness of your role is meas- 
ured by the way you take part in 
your community. You have to plow 
back into the community the pre- 
cious gift of service.” 

Another speaker was Mrs. Doro- 
thy Lewis, coordinator of station 
relations for the United Nations. 
She declared women broadcasters 
can “talk over the back fence to 
nations of the world and help bring 
peace.” 

In forums during the three-day 
meeting, the delegates heard Meg 
Zahrt, assistant director of NAB's 
BAB, cite the advantages of buy- 
ing time on women’s programs. She 
maintained that ‘‘successful retail- 
ers know that it is the woman 
who buys the lion’s share of every- 
thing from food to clothing to 
home furnishings.” 

In other sessions, Esther Mullin, 
WGAR, presided over talks on 
“Programming for Children”; Glo- 
ria Brown, WTAM, led a talk on 
“Public Relations’; Doris Corwith, 
WNBC, was the moderator for 
“Women In Television’; and 
Nancy Dixon, WTAM, conducted a 
gas laundry equipment demonstra- 
tion program. 

“A Forum on Foods” was pre- 
sented by the-Grocery Manufac- 
turers of America with the follow- 
ing participating: W. Howard 
Chase, General Foods’ public rela- 
tions director; Milton Fairman, 
Borden’s top flack; Steve Nisbet, 

‘Continued on page 61) 





Jamming by Phone Calls, 
Bell Co. Threat, Bring 


D.C. Legal Test 


Washington, June 6. 

Transit Radio survived its first 
court test here last week when 
Federal Judge Edward A. Tamm, 
of the U. S. district court for the 
District of Columbia, ruled out ob- 
jections to 
constitutional grounds. 
nied contentions of a local group 
called Transit Riders Assn. that 
the service violates the rights of 
bus and trolley passengers and 
makes them a “captive” audience. 

“After a study of all the ele- 
ments in this case,” Tamm ruled, 
“it is the court’s opinion that 
basically no rights of the individ- 
uals involved were invaded, threat- 
ened or violated by the Public 
Utilities Commissicn of the Dis- 
| trict of Columbia.” 
| Simultaneously, the Congress of 


Industrial Organizations petitioned | 


the FCC to hold a publie hearing 
/on the license renewal application 
of station WWDC-FM, which holds 
'the TR franchise in the Capital. 
' Franklin Pollack and Guy Martin, 


'two local lawyers, had previously | 


| requested the Commission to hold 
‘up WWDC’'s license, penging an 
investigation of the legality of TR. 


Transit Radie forces riders to give 
| attention to the broadcasts, inter- 


| feres with their right to read or) 


not to read, listen or not to listen, 


'and prevents them from thinking, | 
“If Transit Ra- | 
| dio’s sordid exploitation of a cap-| 
; tive audience for commercial gain | 
,is permitted,” ClO asserted, “it is) 


talking or resting. 


but a step to foreed listening to 


Change in Pitt Format political propaganda.” 


Pittsburgh, June 6. 
Regular format of Tune-O, list- 
ener participation musical game, 
had to be changed here when the 
Bell Telephone Co. told KQV to 
do something about it—or else. 


Although the station had six lines 


| Ina press release accompanying | 


| its petition, CIO said that a num- 
| ber of its unions have complained 
|that their members are being 
|'foreed to listen on company time 

to factory broadcasts containing 

“thinly disguised attacks on the 
| principles of free unionism and 


to receive incoming calls during | the Fair Deal.” 


the half-hour period the program 





was on the air every afternoon, a | 


flood of telephone calls was jam-| 715%, of Streetcar, Bus 


ming a couple of downtown ex- 
changes to such an extent that it 


was almost impossible for anybody | 


else to cut in on them, even for an 
emergency. Banks, business houses 
and even hospitals put up such a 
how! that the ‘phone company 
finally had to take some action. 

As a result, Tune-O doesn’t get 
any calls from the outside now, 
but Al Nobel, emceeing the pro- 
gram for joint sponsorship of 
Fashion Hosiery Shops and Brent 
Cleaners, now puts in the calls 
himself and rings up the winners 
from a chart he bas of the cards 
currently out. It used to be that 
the first one in under the gun with 
a winner got the prize; that pro- 
duced the jamming. 





Riders Polled in St. Loo 


Okay Transit Programs 


St. Louis, June 6. 

In a six-day poll during which 
23,587 riders in local streetcars 
and buses were queried, 74.9% 
expressed approval of radio pro- 
/grams in public carriers, 15% are 
'against the policy and the remain- 
ing 101° are neither for or 
|against the policy. The poll was 
made by the Bureau of Business 
‘and Economic Research of the 
School of Commerce and Finance 
of St. Louis U. for the (Pulitzer) 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch. Latter 
| has been against the FM programs 





music-as-you-ride on | 
Court de- | 


According tothe CIO petition, | 


of Radio Transit and broadcast by | 
| station KXOK, owned and oper- | 


AFRA WINS $4 RAISE 
FOR SO. CAL. GABBERS 


Hollywood, June 6. 

American Federation of Radio 
Artists has negotiated new wage 
contracts with four San Diego sta- 
tions and one outlet in San Ber- 
nardino Valley. 

The San Diego stations, KFSD, 
NBC: KCBQ, CBS; KFMB, ABC 
and KGB, Don Lee, have inked 
two-year contracts with the Guild. 
New pacts call for announcers to 
get $65 for a two-month proba- 
tionary period; $68.50 for the next 
six months; $72 for the foltowing 
12 months and $75 after 20 months. 
Contract does away with the $61 
for six months rate and raises the 
seale after 20 months from $72 to 
$75. 

Contract 
| Bernardino, calls 


with KFXM, San 
for announcer- 


| 


Advertising Comes 


a 


in for Lacing, 


Radio Seen Bullish, at AFA Meet 


' 





It’s Now Prof. Menser 


| Clarence Menser, former NBC, 


program veepee, last week was ap- 

| pointed professor of speech and di- 
|rector of radio of John D. Stetson 
| Univ. in DeLand, Fla. University 
operates WJBS, a Mutual affiliate 
in that city. 

Appointment is effective July 1. 
Menser will continue to operate 
his Menser Groves, fruit-grow- 
ing establishment, at nearby Jupi- 
ter, Fia. 


ABC Divorcing 





_technicians to get $70 weekly; a | 


$10 raise. Announcers only will 
get $66.50 for five days instead of 
five and a half as called for by 
previous contract. Contract was 
i negotiated by AFRA and the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers. 





Manufacturers Finance 
Radio, TY Series For 
Merchandising Tieups 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Six merchandise manufacturers 
are putting up the coin for a radio 
and television series which will 
star Guy Madison and Andy De- 


vine. 
the video or radio venture but 
plans to profit solely through the 
merchandising opportunities in- 
volved. 

Manufacturers are Robert Bruce 


wear, De Luxe Wash 
riety Manufacturing, Western: Jun- 
ior Manufacturing and 
Sehmidt Manufacturing. Firms will 
set aside a portion of their adver- 
tising and publicity budgets each 
year for the promotion of the AM 
and TV shows thus 

sponsor ‘a free buildup. 


| Madison and Devine, each hav- 


vision film series wrapped around 
Wild Bill Hickock. 
portray Hickock and 
sidekick. 
production immediately. Radio lay- 
out will be a strip package rolling 
| 15 minutes daily. 





‘MIAMI STATION OWNER 


_ KUDOSED BY ECUADOR 


| Miami Beach, June 6. 

| Col. A. Frank Katzentine, owner 
/of WKAT (MBS) here, was award- 
ied a special citation from the Re- 
| publie of Ecuador for the station’s 


work in aiding relief of that coun- | 


try following the disastrous earth- 
quake of 1949. 

In ceremonies at the station, Dr. 

Carlos Puig, Consul General of 
Ecuador, presented the citation in 
behalf of President Lazo Plaza. 
Broadcast of the event was waxed 
for rebroadcast in South American 
countries, 
+ Bob Lido, Spanish commentator 
for the MBS outlet, also received a 
scroll and citation from the Ecua- 
'dorians for his work through which 
tons of supplies of all kinds were 
rushed to the stricken areas. Sta- 
tion ‘and Lido) also raised some 
$2,500 for Red Cross work there, 





This group will not sponsor | 


Knitwear, Irvin B. Foster Sports- | 
Suit, Va-| 


George | 


giving the) 


ing been tied up for five years, will | 
| Star in a weekly half-hour tele-| 


Madison will | 
Devine his | 
Project is due to go into | 


AM-TV Setups 


In New Format 


ABC is stepping up its division 
i}into AM and TV sections, but it 
will not be as drastic and as 
formal a split setup as at NBC. 

| One of the reasons for the 
greater segregation was the exit 
of Charles (Bud) Barry, the web's 
overall programming teepee, who 
this week took over the top AM 
|'programming spot at NBC. With 
| Barry leaving, ABC took the op- 
portunity to further divoree its 
radio and video program staffers. 
Tele program supervision is in the 
hands of Alexander (Sandy) Stro- 
nach with Leonard Reeg oversee- 
ing AM shows, Reeg is slated this 
week for promotion from eastern 
to national program director. 


In the sales department, AM and 
TV account executives have been 
working separately for some time, 
with the TV division being built 
up. With the volume of teevee 
business increasing, overall sales 
|v.p. Fred Thrower will concentrate 
on video with eastern sales man- 
ager Charles Avres specializing in 
AM, although reporting to Throw- 
er. While no decision has been 
made as yet, it’s possible that 
Thrower will eventually devote 
100° of his time to TV. 

For the past vear ABC's table 
of organization has been moving 
| toward a non-integrated setup, but 
_with a fair amount of overlapping 
,functions. It’s pet expected that 
the split will be as definite as 
| NBC's, which was undertaken after 
| prolonged study by Booz, Allen & 
‘Hamilton. Engineering and techni- 
cal staffs are segregated in their 
lower echelons, but unified at the 
top. Service departments such as 
continuity acceptance, publicity, 
| ete., will remain integrated. 

Top ehelons will continue unified 
also, and there will not be twin 
AM and TV toppers as in the NBC 
plan. 








Miller Sees NAB Code 
As an Aid in Curbing 
Deceptive Advertising 


Washington, June 6. 
| With the cooperation of the 
broadcasters and the business com- 
munity, the NAB code may help 
to encourage “accurate and non- 
| deceptive advertising.” 


reaus here vesterday ‘Mon.), some 
of the NAB standards, said Miller, 
“are frankly ideals to be striven 


|for. rather than practices already | 


1 organiza- | 
' tion prexy. Justin Miller told the | 
Association of Better Business Bu- | 


‘Lie Detector’ Set 
For ABC Audition 


“Lie Detector,” an audience par- 
ticipationer in which contestants 
will have to answer questions 
about themselves while hooked up 
to a lie detector, will be auditioned 
by ABC this month. Typical stunt 
would be to query a man about 
kissing other women with his wife 
apd the truth machine standing by 
to watch his answer. 

Show is being wrapped up by 
ABC program topper Leonard 
Reeg in association with’ Martin 
Stone Productions. Prizes will be 
awarded to quizzees telling the 
truth, 


‘ated by the St. Louis-Times, an- 
other p.m. rag and bitter rival of 
the Pulitzer sheet. 

Interesting facts were devoleped 

by the poll. Members of the white 
race were found to be 73.6% for; 
16° against, and 10.4% had no 
opinion. Members of other races 
were 81.7° for; 9.6% against, and 
_8.7°, neither for nor against, 
| Interviews were obtained from 
19,758 white persons and 3,829 of 
| other races. 

Riders 50 years of age or older 
were 54.5%, for; 31% against, and 
14.6% neither. In this age group 
5,171 passengers were queried. 
Those from 35 to 49 years of age 
were 69.5% for; 17.6°% against, 

,and 12.9% neither, 


| true of similar standards adopted 
WKY Scraps FM | by physicians, lawyers, ocanmars 
Oklahoma City, June 6. | "ielee sue teat cet wr 
saett hee ce ee a ye ‘r said that so far N: as 
me pad he aes week es its | not attempted to adopt standards 
M adjunct, “due te the apathy for television. Some of the radio 
of the publie in regard to the pur- Standards are equally applicable to 
chase of receivers,” prexy E. K fog oaPline “ge - and others can 
ons 7 e made to fit. 
Gay lord aenouncee. lems which arise in connection with 
Back in ’47, Gaylord said, “there | TV,” he said, ‘“‘we need more ex- 
Was a great deal of interest in FM | perience before we can draft ap- 
possibilities and WKY installed the | propriate standards. 
most modern equipment at con- “For example, anyone who is ac- 


| 
} 
} 
| 


siderable expense.” He added that| quainted with the possibilities of | 


“ever-increasing interest in tele-| deception in photography will see 
vision has completely overwhelmed | at once the dangers inherent in 
the lagging interest in FM sets.” advertising by TV. Again. when 

Since the first of the year some We consider the values which lie 
130 stations have dropped FM. (Continued on page 40) 


| generally accepted; just as it is | 


“As to some prob- | 


Detroit, June 6. 

Advertising got its ears boxed, 
radio was represented as being on 
‘the brink of a great and immensely 
profitable new era and television 
'was said to need watching—not in 
a facetious sense but in a regula- 
tory sense to make performance 
standards uniform in all areas of 
the country. 

That was the gist of expressed 
opinions at the 46th annual Adver- 
tisinge Federation of America con- 
| vention. The meeting attracted 
nearly 1,000 delegates to Detroit's 
Hotel Statler. 

Walter Weir, president of the 
|New York advertising agency bear- 
jing his name, took advertising to 
|task severely for some of its tac- 
j ties. 
| “Most of our criteria for meas- 
uring advertising today are based 
on the blindly accepted definition 
that advertising is a means of sell- 
ing in the mass,” Weir said. ‘“‘As a 
result, we tend in media, for ex- 
ample, to concern ourselves with 
amount of eirculation rather than 
kind; and, in copy, to strive for 
quantity of reading rather than 
| quality of reading. 

“We judge the value of our com- 
plete advertising plan on number 
of readers reached per dollar rath- 
;}er than number of buyers convert- 
ed to our product. We make the 
;easy assumption that the more 
_readers we attract, the more sales 
,we will make. And there is just 
enough of truth in this, in my 
opinion, to mislead us miserably.” 

Weir warned against the evils of 
juntruths or half-truths in advertis- 
jing copy because they would in- 
_evitably ruin the business. ‘Must 
;a responsible manufacturer make 
ithe statement about his product 
| that ‘no other cleanser does the job 
so fast and easy’?” he asked. “Is 
| the reliability of advertising as a 
‘shopping guide enhanced by such 
| statements as ‘Jeanne Crain, star- 
‘ring in “Cheaper by the Dozen,” 
‘has stopped paying fancy prices for 
| floor wax?’ With Jeanne there in 
| bare shoulders and a seductive look 
in her eyes, will anybody believe 
|that she is even interested -in floor 
| wax? 
| “TI see no reason why, with mod- 
|}ern research facilities, we need to 
resort to extraneous devices or ex- 
| aggerated claims or weasel words 
|in order to make our advertising 
| more effective. 

“T think we could have adver- 
'tising respected for what it is— 
(Continued on page 61) 


Cut in Rate Structure 
Brings Same Demands 
From Other Sponsors 


Stations yielding to pressure 
|from some advertisers to reduce 
the rate structure are finding other 
| bankrollers demanding similar 
concessions. 


Last week the William Esty 
; agency wrote station reps asking 
| for the same kind of alternate- 
| week deal obtained on some sta- 
| tions by Cunningham & Walsh for 
| Chesterfield. Latter outfit recentiy 
| changed from a weekly spot sched- 
ule to an every-other-week sked, 
| but asking for the same rates, with 
many broadcasters turning down 
the offer as a way of cutting rates. 

R. C. Grahl of Esty asked the 
reps for a list of stations taking 
the alternate-week business and 
added, “If you do this for one ad- 
vertiser you should do it for 
others.” 

Commenting on the Grahl letter, 
Tom Flanagan, managing director 
of the National Assn. of Radio Sta- 
tion Representatives, said that 
Grahl is right in asking equal 
_treatment, terms and rates for all 
sponsors. “Those few stations that 
| thoughtlessly accepted the Ches- 
_terfield contract amendment wi!l 
now see they have made a serious 
breach in the customs of the broad- 
‘casting business, one which /$% 
| bound to have an adverse effect on 
_their income. 


“Broadeasting produces such 
high volume business for adver- 
tisers at such a tow marketing 
cost,” Flanagan said, “that stations 
need not go bankrupt in delivering 
their service to advertisers. They 


' By FRED TEW 








should stick to published rates aod 
terms. They need not succumb to 
‘the wiles of the bargainers.” 
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Hooper's N.Y. Top 15S—AM & TV N 


(April-May) 


RADIO 
Lux Radio Theatre 
Jack Benny 
Godirey’s Talent Scouts 
Groucho Marx 
Bing Crosby 
Mr. Keen 
Crime Photographer 
Gangbusters 
Suspense 
Walter Winchell 
Fat Man 
Hallmark Playhouse 
This Is Your F.B.I. 
Mr. Chameleon 
eee Ranger 





TV ” 
Milton Berle 
Godtrev’s Talent Scouts 
Toast of the Town 
Godfrey & Friends 
Lights Out 
Studio One 
Saturday Night Revue 
Suspense 
Philco Playhouse 
Goldbergs 
Break the Bank 
Fireside Theatre 
Silver Theatre 
Lone Ranger 
Kraft Theatre 








Pauley & Paley in Tossup Over Buy 
Of Don Lee Estate; Liberty Net Bids 


Hollywood, June 6, 

It was a tossup today (Tues.) 
beiween CBS and Ed Pauley as to 
which bid takes title to the Thomas 
Lee estate. Out of an _ original 
dozen prospective buyers on the 
$9,000,000 estate only two, and pos- 
sibly three, remained in contention 
as the zero hour approached for 
the public administrator and a 
bevy of attorneys to make their 
choice. 


CBS is being represented by an | 


investment house, which would sell 
KTSL-TV and the Don Lee $3,000.- 
000 building to the network and 
dispose ot the other assets piece- 
meal. Pauley heads a syndicate 
of oil men and capitalists, and 





+ 


Don Roberts to SSC&B 


Don Roberts, former CBS west- | 
ern sales manager, will join Sulli- | 
van, Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles 
agency as veepee July 1. 


ly because of policy 
with Les Atlass after seven years 
with the web. 

His joining SSC&B is giving rise 
to reports that agency may open a 
Chicago office. 


Fulton, Cottone 





would unload all but the TV sta-| 


tion. Another 


although with only an_ outside 


chance, is the Liberty network, an | 


auxiliary of Tri-State theatre cir- 
cuit of Dallas. 

When the bids were called for 
more, than a score made offers. 
Ainong these was MCA, which was 
said to be fronting for CBS. It is 
known that William S. Paley or- 
dered a strong pitch for the estate 


as the net must have its own sta-| 


tion for its television city, and 
Earle C. Anthony has refused to 
hold still for the purchase of KFI- 
TV. Other TV stations are either 
unavailable or unwanted. 
Speculation arises on a success- 
ful bid by the investment house 
whether sale of the TV _ station 
would be made to CBS or Pauley. 


ABC's AM, TV 
Spot Sales Up 


Spot sales on ABC's five owned- 
and-operated stations have shown 
a great 
ihe AM and TV sectors, but video 
hasn't boomed at the expense of 
radio, ABC veepee Murray Grab- 
horn told Vartrery this week. 

Total spot billings for the first 
five months of ‘50 are up 27° 
over '49, which was a banner spot 
vear for the web. Radio spot sales 
tor the January-May span are ap- 
proximately $1,250,000, or 3°o over 
the same period last year. Tele 
Spot biz, approximately $500,000, 
is up 170° over ’49. 

Grabhorn said he sees “nothing 
at present which would indicate 
anything mgre than the normal 
summer dip in spot radio, but there 
will be no warm-weather slump in 
TV spots.” While some spot bank- 
rollers are hiatusing for the dog 
days, their places are being picked 
up by new ones. 


CBS Tin Pan Alley Show 


CBS over the weekend audi- 
tioned a new hour-long radio show 
called “Songs for Sale,” with Jan 
Murray as emcee. Herb Moss pro- 
duced, the latter going on staff for 
that particular assignment. 

Program has a music business 








format, bringing on songwriters, 
lyricists, publishers, etc., along 


with semi-pro and amateur talent, 


designed to ferret out new Tin Pan | 


talent. Program has been 


Alley 


formatted to permit for 15-minute 
sponsorship segments. 


possible contender, 


increase this year in both | 


Tangle Holds Up 
Richards Hearing 


Washington, June 6. 

The FCC yesterday ‘Mon.) post- 
poned the G. A. Richards hearings 
in Los Angeles until June 14 in 
order to consider an appeal ex- 
pected from its general counsel, 
| Benedict Cottone, to reverse an ex- 
,aminer’s ruling which permits Rich- 
ards to present his case first. 


formed that at a pre-trial confer- 
-ence in L. A. last Sunday (4) ex- 
'aminer James Cunningham ruled 
|that Richards’ counsel, Hugh Ful- 
| ton, should proceed with introduc- 
ition of evidence. Agency said it 
| was also advised that Cottone in- 
tends to file an appeal from that 
| ruling. 

Cunningham was #) v0inted ex- 
aminer in the case following the 
death of J. Fred Johnson, who pre- 
sided until April 1 and died in 
Washington during a recess. 


Advertising Confab Picks 
Five for Its Hall of Fame; 





Beatrice Adams Kudosed 


Detroit, June 6. 

The Advertising Federation of 
America convention named _ five 
men to the Hall of Fame for serv- 
ice to advertising. Beatrice Adams 
was named “Advertising Woman of 
‘the Year’ by the Council of Wom- 
en’s Advertising Clubs. 

New members of the Hall of 
Fame are F. Wayland Ayer, found- 
er of N. W. Ayer & Son in 1869, 
and its active head until his death 
in 1923: Stanley Clague, one of the 
founders of the Audit Bureau of 
Circulations, and its managing di- 
_rector from 1917 to 1927; Benjamin 
Franklin, who pioneered in both 
newspaper and magazine publish- 
ing: James H. McGraw, founder 
of the McGraw-Hill Publishing Co., 
and Merle Sidener, of Indianapolis, 
chairman from 1914 to 1920 of the 
National Vigilance Committee of 
the Associated Advertising Clubs, 
the parent of the Better Business 
Bureaus. 
the Sidener & Van Riper Agency 
and its president until 1945. 

Miss Adams is executive vice- 
president of the Gardner Advertis- 
ing Co., St. Louis. She was pre- 
‘sented the “Advertising Woman of 
‘the Year” 


Roberts | 
exited CBS last February reported- | 
differences | 


The commission said it was in- | 


He was the founder of, 


= | 














INEUP TO [ 


week its complete summer lineup. 
It represents an outlay in excess 
of $750,000, and is the most ambi- 
programming 
annals. En- 


summertime 
projection in the web’s 


tious 


tire roster has been coordinated by 


Tom McCray as national program 
before he moves to his 


director 
Coast assignment. 

| William Powell, Charles Boyer, 
| Tlona Massey, Joel McCrea, Cass 
| Daley» Sara Berner and Joan Pick- 
| ens, the latter starring in a revival 
of “Chamber Music Society of Low- 
er Basin Street,” with Hot Lips 
Levine again fronting the band, 
| are all set to ride the NBC kilo- 


| cycles, with the network putting 
| particular accent on femme per- 
sonalities ana 
shows. 


Lineup of new shows, including 
summertime shifts, follows: 


TE 


NBC will announce later this 
- ar we aanl CAPTAAUIUAAEL LY sacca erras 


| Adams’ “Rate Your Mate”’ 
| quizzer is set for 10 o'clock. 


adventure - type | 


SUNDAY 
At 3 p. m. a new family situation | 
| comedy called “The Truitts” starts 
| June 11. From 4 p. m. on through | 


the “Sam Spade” 8 o'clock show, 


| including “Cloak and Dagger,” 
| “High Adventure,” “The Big Guy,” 
a new one called ‘$1,000 Reward” 
| which gets the Sunday at 7 time 
Boe a revival of “The Saint” at 


| the emphasis is mystery adventure, | 


30. The sequence is broken only 
by a new Tex Williams oater series, 


” 


| “Western Caravan, 
6:30 to 7 slot. The William Powell 
show, “My Mother’s Husband,” a 
‘situation comedy localed in St. 
Louis at the turn of the century, 
gets the Sunday night 9:30 to 10 
time. Bill Tassman is the writer 
‘on this one. It starts July 2. 


MONDAY 


Most of the regular commercials 
stay put on Monday night, with the 
Ilona Massey show. “Top Secret,” 
| international spy series directed by 
Harry Junkin and written by Alan 
Sloane, the only new entry, in the 
10:30 to 11 time, starting June 12. 


TUESDAY 


Charles Bover’s new show, “Ad- 
ventures of Marcel,”” adventure se- 
_ries directed by Nat Wolfe, gets the 
/9:30 to 10 p. m. period, starting 
' June 20. Penny Singleton situation 
comedy, already started, moves into 
‘the 9 o’clock time June 20 and 
“Who Said That?” gets the ‘‘Cavai- 
cade of America” 8 o'clock segment 
starting July 4. 

WEDNESDAY 

“Dangerous Assignment,” with 
Brian Donlevy, moves into the 8 
o’clock period for General Mills ef 
ifective July 19, and the “Faleon” 
| switches over from Sunday to Wed- 
nesday 8:30 as the Kraft summer 
replacement for “Gildersleeve.” 


THURSDAY 


Flock of new ones for Thursday 
airing include “For Your Approval” 
at 8:30 (series of eight one-time 
properties to showcase available 
packages, teeing off with “Voices 
of Walter Schumann,” a 32-voice 
choral ensemble’). It starts July 
13. The Cass Daley comedy pro- 
‘gram goes into the 9 o’clock time 
starting July 6 and Sara Berner’s 
“Sara’s Private Caper,” starts 
June 15. 


FRIDAY 


“Stars and Starters,” already on, 
occupies the 8 o’clock niche. “Di- 
mension X” science-fiction series, 
also current, moves inio the 8:30 
period starting July 7. Jack Lait’s 
“Confidentially Yours” adventure 
series, with Lait as the narrator, 
gets the 9:30 spot starting July 7, 
and a new on-location taped mvys- 
tery series called “Wanted” gets 
the 10 o’clock segment effective 
July 7. 


SATURDAY 
Jane Pickens’ “Chamber Music 
Society” goes into the 10 o'clock 
time starting July 8. Preceding 
half-hour will be occupied by Joel 
McCrea’s “Tales of the Texas 
i Rangers,” also effective July 8. 


which gets the | 


) SUMMER SPREE 





CT mM Tis DES, Gen. Mills Execs’ Partnership 


In Per Inquiry-Direct Sales Firm 
Arouses Ire of B casters, Reps 





CBS Sets Monday Night 


Summer Comedy Lineup 


CBS has completed the Monday 
night comedy lineup which goes in 
as summer fillers while “Lux 
Radio Theatre” and “My Friend 


Irma” take hiatuses. 
The Gale Gordon “Gramby’s 
Green Acres” situation comedy 


goes into the 9 o’clock spot; “Count 
Your Blessings,” with Hal March, 
gets the 9:30 time, and Joey 
comedy 
All tee 
off July 3. 








Summer Rating 
Dilemma Snarls 


Webs on Sales 


The networks are trying to un- 
tangle themselves from a summer- 
time rating dilemna, now that the 
Hooper bi-weekly service is a thing 
of the past. 

The fact that Nielsen—the only 
national rating service to choose 
from—is still five weeks behind in 
his audience measurements is pos- 
ing a problem for the webs in try- 
ing to sell their summer shows. 

A sponsor coming in for the 
eight or 13-week ride can no long- 
er get the benefit of an immediate 
rating impact; has no way of de- 
termining whether his show is 
clicking or how it stacks up against | 
other programs. Even a _ three- 
week lapse, the webs argue, would | 
help considerably in arriving at 
some measurement or yardstick, | 
but the five-week interval leaves 
the sponsor and the networks in a 


| suspended state of animation—ard 


wondering. 


+ 


June 6. 
Formation of Radio Values, 


Chicago, 
Inn 
atid *. 
here last month has aroused the 
ire of some stations and station 
reps who are opposed to per in- 
quiry (PI) business. 

Basis of the complaints are let- 
ters sent to stations by J. James 
Neale, veepee of Dancer-Fitzgerald- 


| Sample, on the letterhead of Radio 


| GM and DFS 


Values. This missive reads, in 
part: “Lowry Crites [media direc- 
tor of General Millsi, whom you 
know through GM; Harry Hobbs, a 
former business associate here at 
DFS, and yours truly have formed 
a small corporation. This is aside 
from Lowry’s and my functions at 
Harry Hlobbs is the 


| president and wili spend full time 


on our business.” 

“The purpose of the corpora- 
tion,” Neale’s letter continues, “is 
to sell merchandise direct to the 
radio and television audiences 
I would appreciate your reviewing 
the attached order form and writ- 


|ing Harry Hobbs at the above ad- 


The webs aren't equipped to do, 


the job themselves and_ unless 
Nielsen speeds up the service, the 
only possible week-to-week check 
is through a computation of the 
Pulse 10-city ratings or the Hooper 
city-by-city count. 





B’caster Airs Mpls. Game 


‘baseball club, 


From Bldg. Outside Park 
To Avoid Picket Line 


Minneapolis, June 6. 

With Nicollet Park, home of the 
Minneapolis (American Assn.) 
being picketed by 
“locked out” AFL union KSTP 
technical workers, because the sta- 
tion is televising the games from 
there, Dick Enroth, WLOL sports- 
easter, Who announces the contests 
by radio, is refusing to enter the 
park out of respect to the picket 
line. 

Enroth, however, is still able to 
continue etherizing the games with- 
out entering the park and enscons- 
ing himself in the broadcasting 
booth atop the grandstand. He 
sits at a mocrophone in an open 
third-floor window of a _ building 
just outside the park and lamps 
everything over the center field 
wall. 

Enroth denies an accusation that 
he’s watching KSTP television to 
get his play-by-play reports. 

Enroth is reported saying he’ll 
continue to operate the same way 
until the strike ends, but may try 
to get the official scorer to send 
him some information from time to 
time on a walkie-talkie. He says 
the reason he hasn't told listeners 
the location of his new broadcast- 
ing “booth” 


| sorship of Philip Morris. 


dress as quickly as possible. Piease 
send copies of your letter to Lowry 
Crites at his home address, Route 
1, Box 197, Excelsior, Minn., and 
to me at Route 22, Bedford Village, 
My ks 

A postseript adds, “For the 
time being Lowry and I would like 
to be anonymous partners and 
would appreciate vour confidence.” 
A second postscript says that nego- 
tiations have been completed with 
“approximately 20 major stations 
who normally do not take direct 
sale business.”’ 

Two weeks ago Hobbs denied 
that Neale and Crites were part- 
ners in Radio Values, Inc. In New 

(Continued on secsai 40) 


T or Ci on AM-TV 
To Philip Morri 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Deal has been finalized for 
Ralph Edwards to move “Truth or 
Consequences” to CBS, both for 
radio and television, under spon- 
It would 





| mean cancellation by Biow agency 


| taping “T or C” 


j 


is because they'd think from the eatery, 


of Edwards’ other show, “This Is 
Your Life.” It’s understood CBS 
and NBC fought bitterly for “T or 
C,” but CBS won out because of 
availability of time more accept- 
able to the cigaret sponsor. 

Edwards takes his entire crew 
abroad July 1 for six weeks of 
and “Life” in Ger- 
many, Austria, Paris, Berlin, Rome 
and London. 

Procter & Gamble recently 
dropped “T or C” but was eager 
to retain the video rights. Ed- 
wards decided to go along with the 
sponsor who buys the radio show. 
It's likely show will be simulcast 
this fali. 


Garry Moore CBS Show 
Set as AM-TV Simulcast 


New Garry Moore program, orig- 
inally scheduled to be aired on 
CBS-TV only, will be simulcast by 
the web. Program, to be aired 
from 7 to 7:30 p.m. across-the- 
board, is slated to tee off on radio 
July 3, with its video bow tenta- 
tively set for a week earlier. 

Web’s “Stork Club Show,” star- 
ring Peter Lind Hayes and Mary 
Healy, is to be broadcast on TV 
two nights a week. On those 
nights, it will replace 15 minutes 
of the Moore show, although the 
exact time has not yet been de- 
termined. Irving Mansfield, who 
will produce the series originating 
lensed the first 





he was trying to alibi in case of a kinescope audition of the program 


mistake. 


‘last Saturday night (3). 
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.» » » Especially when you have something 





to sell. 


. ‘Variety's’ Sth Annual Radio and Tele- 
vision ‘REVIEW AND PREVIEW’ Special 


Edition will be published in’ July, when 


advertising agencies and sponsors plan ¢°) sir YARIETY 


programs for the new 1950-51 Radio and 











Television Season. NEW YORK 19, HOLLYWOOD 28, 
154 W. 46th St. 6311 Yucca Street 

= . CHICAGO 11), LONDON 
. This is an opportune time for you to 612 No. Michigon 8 St. Martin's Pl 


both emphasize and point to your accom- 
plishments. Your advertisement in this issue 


is your memorandum on the desk of Mr. 


John Buyer Dough. 
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PENNY SINGLETON SHOW 
With 


deret, Gale Gordon; announcer, 
Frank Martin; Music, Von Ur- 


banski 
Producer-writer: Robert Soder- 
berg 
30 Mins.; Tues., 9:30 p.m. 
GENERAL MILLS 
NBC, from Hollywood 


(Knox-Reeves ) 
First of General Mills’ summer 


buys on NBC, which moves up to! 
the 9 p.m. slot on June 20, shapes | 
likable family comedy. | 


up as a 
No great yock-yock series, it nev- 
ertheless has some warm charac- 
terizations, leading off with Penny 


Singleton as a war widow who has | 


to combine her real estate work 
with bringing up two kids. Daugh- 
ters are a romantic 13-year-old 
and a sharp-tongued eight-year-old 
played by Mary Lee Robb and 
Sheilah Kuehl. Added to these 
troubles are two persistent suitors, 
Miss Singleton’s not-so-bright real 
estate partner (Jim Backus) and 
an ardent judge (Gale Gordon). 
On the preem Tuesday (30) yarn 
concerned an artist who inveigles 
practically the entire town to pose 
for pictures which he says will be 
used on the covers -of national 
magazines. It’s a phony racket, of 
course, but meanwhile exposes the 
little vanities of the principals and 
also provides a touching moment 
when the teenage youngster dis- 


covers the fraud and learns she'll | 


have to face the friends to whom 
she’d boasted. 

Stanza gets its humor from typi- 
cal moppet foibles, the interplay 
between the wooing males, and the 
caricature of a nosey old gossip 
(Bea Benaderet). Miss Singleton’s 
role of the woman who works and 


has a hectic family too is an ap-|! 


pealing one and a change from the 
scatterbrained Blondie she used to 
enact. 

Commercials for Wheaties used 


a Jackie Robinson testimonial and | 


had Miss Singleton’s family tout 
the cereal. Bril. 


THE PAUSE THAT REFRESHES 
With Percy Faith Orch, Dorothy 
Kirsten; Joe King, announcer 
Director: Edmund Anderson 

Producer: Paul Lewis 

30 Mins.; Sun., 8 p.m. 

COCA-COLA 

CBS, from N. Y. 
(D’Arcy) 

Returning to the airlanes in the 
CBS segment vacated by the Edgar 
Bergen show, 
freshes” is palatable summer fare. 
Straightforward format is designed 
for easy reception with a minimum 


of gab spotted between the musi- | 


cal offerings. Without any other 
pretensions, this show is standout 
for its good taste on a popular 
level. 

Basis of this session is Percy 
Faith's glistening orchestrations. 
On the preem (4), Faith dished up 
his versions of ‘“‘A Wonderful Guy,” 
a Latin American number, and a 
couple of elaborately dressed spir- 
ituals. All were executed in bril- 
liant style. 

Teeing off the roster of guests to 
appear on this show, Dorothy Kirs- 


ten stylishly handled a_ brace of | 


pop tunes in a manner that belied 
her operatic training. Miss Kirs- 
ten, who’s slated for several pop 
tune disking sessions at Columbia 
Records, managed to hit a couple 
of fine blue notes in Gershwin’s 
“Embraceable You.” She also sang 
“Bewitched” and “Strange Music.” 
Plugs for the soft drink were 
brief and pleasantly delivered by 
Joe King. Herm. 


LIVE LIKE A MILLIONAIRE 
With Jack McCoy, emcee; 
ence __ participants, 
John Nelson; 
Van Ditmars 
Writers: John Reddy, Don Ross 
Producer: Masterson, Nelson & 

Reddy 
Director: Marvin Beck 
30 Mins.: Mon.-thru-Fri., 2:30 p.m. 

(EDST) 

GENERAL MILLS 
NBC, from Hollywood 
(Knox-Reeves ) 

A Masterson, Nelson & Reddy 
package, “Live Like a Millionaire” 
Zives away everything but the 
kitchen sink. or this cross-the- 
board half-hour airer which 
preemed on NBC Monday after- 
noon (5) hands out watches, bi- 
cycles, RCA Victor combination 
radios, miniature airplanes and a 
week's tour of New York financed 
by 3° interest on $1,000,000 with 


use of a limousine and _ other 
Zratuities tossed in. 

In a new twist on amateur 
Shows, “Millionaire” brings on 


children (from three to teens) who 
intro their parents. Latter, in turn, 
give out with their respective 
talents. An 82-year-old grand- 
mother who played a harmonica 
and yodeled was top prizewinner 
on Monday’s show. Her 
makes her eligible to compete on 
Friday (9) with winners of four 
other days for the cash interest 
(Continued on page 40) 


Mary Lee Robb, Sheilah | 
Kuehl, Jim Backus, Bea Bena-| 


“Pause That Re-| 


audi- | 
announcer, | 
musical director, | 


victory | 


| ABC’s OF MUSIC 


agan Orch, guests 
Producer: Lester Gottlieb 
Director: Jean Hight 
30 Mins.; Wed., 9:30 p.m. 
LIGGETT & MYERS 
CBS, from New York 

(Cunningham & Walsh) 

This year’s Chesterfield summer 
replacement for Bing Crosby is a 
dull hodge-podge of chatter, mu- 
sic, disk jockeys and guests. that 
will have to show marked improve- 
ment over the opening stanza last 
Wednesday night (31) if it expects 
to hold any of the habitual dialers 
to this time slot. 
program was overrun with guests 
and top heavy in format, with most 
of it adding up to very weak en- 
tertainment. 

Robert Q. Lewis has little to do 
as emcee other than engage in 


mild chitchat with batoneer Ralph 
Flanagan, program’s only other 
permanent personality, and with 


the five guests the show proffers. | 


Visitors are culled from the ranks 
of the country’s disk jockeys— 
three of them on each show—plus 
two vocalists or vocal groups week- 
ly. Format has each of the trio 
of jocks giving an “ABC report 
card” of his most-requested disks 
| of the previous week, with the “A” 
platter (the number one record, 
|*B” being the second choice, ‘“C” 
the third) then sung by the artist 
who waxed it. 

On the initial session, d.j. three- 
some was comprised of Martin 
Block (stepping out of his platter- 
spinner role at program’s end for 


a Chesterfield pitch), Bob Storey | 


of Norfolk, Va., and Hap Ellis of 
Scott’s Bluff, Neb. “A” on Block’s 
“report card” 
cutting of “Joshua,” the orch 
obliging with an in-person rendi- 


tion, while Storey’s and Ellis’ top- | 


pers brought Toni Arden and Vic 
| Damone, respectively, to the mike. 
Warbling of the latter two account- 
ed for the only highspots in the 
half-hour, 

| Flanagan crew was listenable in 
a couple of instrumental numbers 


and as backing for tne vocalist- | 


guests. Leader also displayed a 
nice radio personality and the abil- 
ity to toss off a line with excellent 
timing. Only trouble was that the 
lines he was called upon to toss 
off should have been tossed out at 
rehearsal. Curious switch, inci- 
dentally, is Flanagan’s appearance 
on a CBS series, inasmuch as this 
is the orch sponsored by Victor 
Records and into which that RCA 
division has put so much money. 
On the announcing end Tony 
Marvin is a bit too heavy-voiced 
and dramatic, both in opening and 
closing the show and on the com- 
mercials. Rich. 





' WEEKEND HOLIDAY 

| With Allyn Edwards, Al Schneider, 

Bill Gordon, Joe Stetson 

| Producer: Dick Pack 

|Directors: John Grogan, 

| White 

| Writers: Mort Levin, Hal Hackady, 
Vivian Jacobs 

'55 Min.; Thurs., 9 p.m, 

| Sustaining 

| WNEW, New York 


Steve 


| cessful kind of block programming 
| which skeds four different stanzas 
\linked by the theme of helping 
|New Yorkers plan their weekends. 
'Individual shows are “Travel 
| Time,” hints for motorists; “Make 
| Mine Manhattan,” suggestions on 
i things to do in Gotham; “Enjoy 
| Yourself,” tips on weekend vaca- 
| tioning; and “Let’s Go Fishing,” 
angles for anglers. 

‘be a welcome aid to city dwellers 
who want to beat the heat. Open- 
ing quarter-hour, presented in co- 
operation with the Automobile 
| Club of New York, was mostly mu- 
sical, with records on the driving- 
_in-the-country motif. However, 
the advice given provided a useful 
service, including recommendations 
on scenic trips and car care (such 
as how to avoid over-heating). 

Attention is paid to economy: 
budget for the junket mentioned 
was $19 for two. On “Make Mine 
Manhattan,” a young couple re- 
ported on a weekend for $5 in 
the city, covering museum visits, 
| skating rink, the cuffo Davenport 
theatre and a no-cover, no mini- 
mum Dixieland nitery in the Vil- 
lage. This airer, which had most 
general appeal, also spotted in- 
terviews with Spencer Tracy on 
the new Arena Theatre and the 
skipper of a Staten Island ferry 
which offers a 45-minute cruise for 
a dime. 

“Enjoy Yourself” featured Allyn 
Edwards in some amusing advice 
on how to train for weekending, 
recognition and treatment of poi- 
son ivy and the etiquette of hos- 
tess gifts. Edwards’ manner was 
relaxed, but his use of cliches such 


as “boingg” and “hm-mm”’ detract- | 


ed. “Fishing” was meaty fare for 
the Izaak Walton set, both vet- 
erans and neophytes, and had a 


full quota of news in the flounder | 


land weakfish world. Bril. 


With Robert Q. Lewis, Ralph Flan- | 


As premiered, | 


{same ad libbed casualness (agency 


was the Flanagan | 


This represents a new and suc- | 


| The quartet of offerings should | 


| STEVE ALLEN SHOW 
With Allen, Jack Benny, Groucho 

Marx, Eve Arden, Ilene Woods: 

Johnny Jacobs, announcer 
Producer-director: Al Span | 
_30 Mins.; Sun., 6:30 p.m, 
| COLGATE 
CBS, from Hollywood 

(Bates) 

For approximately three minutes | 
,(at the very opening), the new | 
Steve Allen show on CBS gave | 
promise of developing into big- 
time comedy kilocycle fare. It was 
in those three minutes that Jack 
| Benny and Groucho Marx stepped | 
in for transcribed quickies to help 
launch Allen as Cogate’s summer 
replacement for the Eve Arden 
| Show, “Our Miss Brooks.” 

But when Allen went at it on 
his own, as CBS’ newest entry 
among standup comics, it deterio- 
rated into pretty feeble stuff. Miss 
Arden was around for most of the 
show, too, for Allen’s kickoff, but 
it didn’t help much. 

For some months Allen had heen 
doing a glib emcee job on a CBS 
audience participation show called 
“Earn Your Vacation,” his off-the- 
cuff banter with the participants 
giving the show a pleasant and 
often hilarious comedy hypo. 

In his present role as a standup 
comedian, Allen tries to inject the 


and network, in fact, claim there 
are no writers on the show). But 
| it was pretty obvious on last Sun- 
day’s (4) premiere that, bereft of 
that audience participation crutch, 
| Allen could use a couple of slick 
writers. He has a good delivery. | 
You could easily warm up to him. 
But without material he was in a 
bad way. 


Aside from the Arden-Benny- | 


Marx assist, Ilene Woods was in 
‘for a pleasing chorus of “Be- | 
witched.” Rose, 


| 
{ 

GUY LOMBARDO TIME 
With Guy Lombardo orch, featur- 

ing Carmen and Lebert Lom- 

bardo, Kenny Gardner, Bill Flan- 

nigan 
| Producer-director: Harlan Dun- 

ning 
30 Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m. 
AMERICAN TOBACCO CO, 
CBS, from New York 

(BBD&O) 

Guy Lombardo and the Royal 
Canadians started their summer | 
|replacement stint in the Jack'| 
Benny slot last Sunday (4) and 
| turned in exactly the same sort of 
pleasant, tuneful and unexciting 
performance that has characterized 
this crew over six CBS engage- 
ments since 1936. Pattern of the 
current series (which will run 
{through Sept. 3, with the Benny 
| troupe returning Sept. 10) is the 
| same as it was last year—and the 
|same as it was when the Lom- 
|bardos were on the air for Esso | 
|and other products a decade and a 
| half ago. | 

Band plays old and new songs in 
'the melodic, easily-identified style | 
{that hasn’t varied since Lombardo 
|came out of Canada 25 years ago 
|and played his first U. S. stand in| 
Cleveland. Guy has always pitched | 
—and appealed—exclusively to the 
segment of the population which 
wants unadulterated melody lines, | 
‘unencumbered arrangements and 
‘uncomplicated rhythmic _ beats. | 
| How large that segment of the pop- | 
‘ulation is, is very plainly attested | 
| by the fact that after a quarter of a| 
| century of being scoffed at by pro- | 
'fessional swingsters and amateur 
| jazzophiles, Lombardo has been at 
ithe top of the dance orch heap 
{longer than any other group in| 
band history. 

Sunday's opener offered a varied 
selection of current and past ballad 
and bounce tunes, with five of the | 
11 numbers grouped in customary | 
Lombardo medley fashion to wind 
up the half-hour. Except for a. 
‘couple of new songs and a bright 
version of “Canadian Capers” on 
twin pianos, Lombardo’s announc- 
‘ing made many references to “Your | 
Hit Parade” and the past or pres- 
ent position thereon of the ditties 
played. Angle gives the straight 
' music-making a certain continuity, 
and also serves to get in some nice 
plugging for the Lucky Strike 
Saturday night show. | 

Another Lombardo format staple 
is the playing for the first time on 
the air of a brand new number, 
accompanied by the leader’s pre- 
diction of future success for it. On 
the initial stanza it was a ballad 
tagged “Of All Things,” not par- 
ticularly worthy of the maestro’s 
prognostications. 

Vocals—of which there are many 
—are handied by Kenny Gardner, 
| Bilk Flannigan and the orch’s quar- 
tet. Featured also is Flannigan’s 
guitar work, heard to good effect 
on the leadoff tune Sunday, “Third 
Man Theme.” Arrangements are 
also liberally sprinkled with key- 





board passages from the double 
Steinways. ; 
Ciggie commercials are deliv- 


ered in much the same way as on 
the Benny program, and while un- 
leavened by the humor of the 
Sportsmen quartet they still don’t 
' get in a listener's hair. 


| 


,the struggles of 
| city to arrive at major stature. 


| presentation. 


Rich. : 


CROSSROADS OF AMERICA | 


(“Hallmark Playhouse’’) 

With Jane Wyman, Robert Young, | 
James Hilton, Lyn Murray orch, | 
Bee Benaderet, Ted Osborn, 
isabel Jewell, Ted DeCorsia, | 
Hans Conried, Parley Baer, Herb | 
Butterfield, Lon Clark, Roger) 
deKoven, Maurice Tarplin: Frank | 
Goss, announcer | 

Producer-director: William Gay 

Scripter: Jean Holloway 

60 Mins.; Thurs. (1), i0 p. m. | 

HALL BROS. i 

CBS, from Kansas City 

(Foote, Cone & Belding) 

To wind up the second season 
of its ‘‘Hallmark Playhouse” series, 
the makers of Hallmark greeting 
cards moved their program to their 
native Kansas City Thursday (1); 
enlarged the 30-minute airer to a 
full hour, and made the program 
a tribute to Kaycee as a prelude 
to the city’s forthcoming centen- 
nial celebration. It was good pro- 
motion all around, for sponsor, pro- 
gram and Kansas City alike, and 
a good program for the average 
radio listener. 

The production was a dramatiza- 
tion of the just-published book, 
“City of the Future,” by Henry 
Haskell, Jr., and Richard Fowler, 


| which recounts the beginnings and 


the midwestern 
Al- 
though the program was a little 
talky and_ self-conscious, some- 
times, with more than a modicum 
of grandiloquence and self back-pat- 
ting, it was also on the whole a sim- 
ple, idyllic and rather appealing 
The scripting was 
plain and unpretentious, and in 
several of its dramatic highlights 
was inspiring. Jane Wyman and 


| Robert Young, brought from Hol- 


lywood to do the narration, were 

warm and enthused over their 

story, for an infectious effect. 
Script, a good combination of 


;narration and dramatization, cov- 


ered the story of Kansas City from 
its pioneer early 1800’s beginning; 
granting of its city charter in 1850; 
the dark days of the Civil War 
in a town where North and South 
met, and on through the days of 
railroad growth, to 1900. There 
was nothing beyond 1900, which 
may have been just as well, the 
latter 50 years being marred by 
the clouds of civic corruption and | 
gangsterism. There’s more than 
a strong suspicion that this pro- 
gram was planned to take some of 
the latter-day onus and stigma from 
the city, by a recital of the town’s 
better civic achievements. 

The story itself wasn’t too dra- 
matic, but the facts at hand were 
well handled and given the full 
dramatic treatment. Some of the 
moments were thrilling, as when 
the city’s mayor and wife broke up 
over the Civil War issue; the con- 
vention hall burned down and had 
to be rebuilt, or when a Kansan 
pleaded before Boston bankers for 
aid in getting a railroad and river 
bridge into Kaycee. These were | 
very well done. Lyn Murray’s orig- 
inal music score caught the spirit 
and flavor of the occasion, and 
though in brief, scattered segments, 
had a continuity and theme that 
stood out. James Hilton acted his 
usual suave host. Bron, 





DIXIELAND STORY 
With Jean Bargy, 

Five 
Writer: Barry Olesker 
Producer: Dick Pack 
Director: Jack Grogan 
30 Mins.; Sat., 5 p.m. 

Sustaining 
WNEW, N. Y. 

With Dixieland jazz enjoying a 
new-found popularity, WNEW 
hopped on the bandwagon Satur- 
day (3) with a half-hour weekly 
series. Reminiscent of the format 
employed by Canada Lee on his 
disk jock show for WNEW a few 
years back, program enhances its 
rhythmic offerings with a strong 
dramatic quality achieved via intel- 
ligent scripting, production and di- 
rection. However, one of show’s 
most potent assets is songstress 
Jean Bargy, whose mellow-voiced 
handling of both the vocals and 
running narration makes for re- 
laxed listening. 

Program ties in its music-making 
with yarns related to the Dixieland 
era of the ’20s and early '30s. Tee- 
off airer had Miss Bargy offering 
what appeared to be a legendary 
story of how Dixieland music 
spread from its birthplace in New 
Orleans to Chicago. Interspersed 
with the narration were lively two- 
beat rhythm renditions by the 
Mason-Dixon Five and vocals by 
Miss Bargy. Latter does nicely in 
the blues department. 

It’s doubtful whether program at 
5 p.m. will draw the full potential 
of summer listeners it might if 
given an airing later in the eve- 
ning. Incidentally, Miss Bargy is 
among the growing contingent of 
performers who as a result of tele 
appearances have garnered berths 
in other mediums of entertain- 
ment. In addition to her radio 
shot, gal handles a 15-minute show 
over CBS-TV labeled “Blues by 
Bargy.”’ Gros. | 


Mason-Dixon 


| the 


| Union. 


CLEAR AND PRESENT DANGER 
With Everett Sloane, Santos Or- 
tega, Karl Weber, Joe De Santis, 
Sidney Paul, Don Appell, Erie 
Dressler, Maurice Tarplin, Ar- 
nold Robertson, Humphrey 
Davis, Rod Hendrickson, Vinton 


Hayworth, Merrill Joels, Roe 
Rogers, Helen Shields, Helen 
Choat, Jay Meredith, Leona 


Powers; David Broekman, music 

director 
Producer: Robert Saudek 
Director: Martin Andrews 
Writer: Joel Sayre 
Seript Editor: John C. Turner 
60 Mins.; Mon. (5) 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from New York 

ABC's | seventh documentary, 
dealing with the nation’s three- 
year-old loyalty program, was a 
slickly scripted hourlong suspense 
tale, and publicized as such. It 
was written by Joel Sayre, who 
co-authors “‘Martin Kane, Private 
Eye” on NBC-TV. The roster of 
actors included several whodunit 
investigators: Everett Sloane of 
“Peter Salem” mysterioso; 
Santos Ortega, the omniscient 
“Hannibal Cobb”; Joe De Santis, 
Police Captain Jim Scott of 
“Under Arrest’; and Maurice 
Tarplin, “The MyS8terious Trav- 
eler.”’ 

The handling, too, was basically 
that of a cloak-and-dagger thriller. 
It wove a story of intrigue around 
a hypothetical Operation Monte- 
zuma of which Soviet agents are 
trying to learn the details. Leaks 
are discovered and a moderately 
high-placed Government employee 
is summoned before a loyalty re- 
view board. Meanwhile an FBI 
undercoverman, who has_ been 
planted in the spy ring, discovers 
the leak in a boss of the Bureau 
of Metals Procurement, thereby 


clearing the original suspect. 
When the latter asks why the 
loyalty program has to give the 


people it is probing such a bumpy 
ride, his departmental security of- 
ficer answers, “It’s rough, espe- 
cially on the innocents hauled in, 


/but we just: can’t afford to have a 


single member of the Government 
disloyal in these times The 
danger is clear and present.” 

The evidence of clear and pres- 
ent danger was summarized in a 
short introductory segment which 
listed 15 Americans, Britons and 
Canadians whom the airer charged 
with acting as agents of the Soviet 
The names were from re- 
cent headlines and included Alger 
Hiss, Judith Coplon, Dr. laus 
Fuchs, Elizabeth Bentley § and 
Julian Wadleigh, among others. 

Following the drama was an edi- 
torial which declared that the 
loyalty program has been refined 
and improved and that there can 
be no charges of witch hunts or 
police state in this country. It 
made three recommendations: that 
lower loyalty boards not be com- 
posed of members of the various 


‘government divisions they are in- 


that all federal of- 
ficials be bound to the same 
loyalty rules sv they work uni- 
formly; and that congressional 
committee probers conduct their 


vestigating; 


‘investigations with fair play and 


responsibility. 
The weakness of this editorial 
coda was that it was separete fro 


|the body of the stanza and that 


the points it made did not follow 
from the material in the story it- 
self. Additionally, in view of the 
controversial nature of the sub- 
ject, the story would have been 
more cogent with a more factual 
and less emotional handling. The 
airer’s theme, that the loyalty pro- 
gram is required because of the 
clear and present danger, needs 
objective, documentary treatment 
to convince those who fear govern- 
mental encroachments. 
Production and direction, which 
were on a slick professional level, 
were in the hands of Robert 
Saudek and Martin Andrews, who 
also turned out ABC’s “Commu- 
nism—U. S. Brand.” Sloane wa 
effective as the undercover FB 
agent and Joe De Santis did a 
good narrating job. Supporting 
cast included some top thespers 
and David Broekman’s score added 
to the dramatic impact. Bril. 


JEWISH LIFE 
With Stan Telchin, Harry Brager; 

Nelson Griggs, announcer 
Writer - Producer - Director: 

Frommer 
30 Mins.; Sun., 5:15 p.m, 
Sustaining 
WLIB, N. Y. 

New half-hour entry is geared to 
WLIB’s large Jewish following, 
dealing predominantly with vari- 
ous incidents in Jewish history. 
On initial airer Sunday (4), Yid- 
dish songs were used to help pad 
out the story material. Kickoff 
program, dealt with Bal Shem Tov 
Hassidie 


Larry 


and the effect of his 
movement on the lives of the 
Jews. 


Stan Telchin did well in a short 
story, about the Bal Shem, while 
Harry. Brager did a smooth job in 
handling the commentary. Gros. 
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SAG, TVA in Verbal Fireworks as Each 
Claims Better Terms for Tele Thesps 


Announcement of Screen Aciors * 


Guild demands for salaries and 
working conditions 1n video have 
touched off a battle in which both 
SAG and Television Authority are 
claiming they're asking better 
terms for tele thespers. Meanwhile 
able to meet the demands. Pre- 
liminary NLRB hearing with the 
webs and both unions will be held 
June 15. 
web toppers and vidpic 
are wondering whether they'll be 
Basic minimums set forth by 
SAG are $55 for an eight-hour 


producers 


aay 


and $175 for a 48-hour week, for 
a single role in a single pic. TVA 
on the other hand. asks for $6 for 
each hour of rehearsal plus a fee 
depending on the length of the 


finished show—$85 for a 30-minute 
stanza. 

\ half-hour shot in two 
davs, according to TVA exec secre- 
tary George Heller. would net a 
performer only $110. On the TVA 
scale the actor would earn $85 plus 
$96 for rehearsing. or a total of 
$181. Heller said. OWhile a 43-hour 
week would give a performer $175 
under the SAG proposals, the TVA 
topper said, the TVA scale would 
give him $373. 

SAG 


Snow 


stresses that it has provi- 
sion for continuous employment, 
which would pay performers on the 
weekly rate even though there are 
davs when they aren’t working. 
Heller replies that vidpic produc- 
tion differs from lensing of fea- 
tures for theatre exhibition and a 
tele show usually requires no more 
then two days’ actual shooting. 
Schedule proposed by SAG, the 
Coast union said, requires payment 
to the actor of his original earn- 
ings for subsequent re-use of the 
vidpix, while TVA proposes repay- 
ment of the fee only and not the 
renearsal pay. This, Heller 
charges, is a “deliberate distortion 
and anyone who can read English 
can see that TVA’s demand means 
payment of the full original fees.’ 


He told Vartety he wonders if 
SAG would stand firm on its reis 
ste demands “because it vielded 


the principle in regular motion pic- 
tures.” 

SAG said it would get day-plavy- 
ers time-and-a-half overtime based 
on their salaries and not on*the 
minimum, and that it is proposing 
double pay for Sunday and holiday 
work. 

Heller said, “Every important as- 
pect of TVA’s wage demands is sub- 
higher than SAG's. Un- 
der the pretext that they are ask- 
ing higher rates, SAG leaders are 
actually undercutting TVA’s de- 
mands by half.” 


NBC PICKS LAWRENCE 
TO HYPO SALES SETUP 


In a move te cement its com- 
petitive position among the major 
TV networks, NBC this week 
named Ruddick S. Lawrence, until 
now associate ad manager for 
Fortune magazine, as chief of its 
TV sales development department. 
He will report to TV sales manager 
George Frey. 

Appointment of Lawrence fol- 
lows recommendations made to 
the web in the recent Booz, Allen 
& Hamilton’survey, which also saw 
Edward Madden join NBC as a 
veepee in the video department. 
Lawrence is to coordinate the 


ctantialleye 
Siantiaity 





activities of the sales promotion. 
stati, headed by James Nelson; | 
development, 
being handled by Dr. Thomas E. | 
sales | 
the | 


special research 
Coffin, and research and 
planning, which is under 
supervision of Robert W. 
Fadven. 


Me- 





Auto Sponsors May Stick 
On ‘Toast’ Thru Summer 


Lincoln-Mercury Dealers, orig- 
inally slated to take an eight-week 
summer hiatus from CBS-TV’s 
“Toast of the Town,’ may 
with the program throughout the 
summer. 

Sponsor this week put through 
a 13-week renewal order, effective 
July 30. While the order gives 
L-M the right to bow off for the 
summer after one or two weeks of 
the new cycle and wind up the 13 
weeks in the fall, it’s expected 
they 
the summer. Emcee Ed Sullivan, 
meanwhile, will take several weeks’ 
vacation, with guest emcees substi- 
tuting. eee re, 





Gruen Seen Picking Up 
‘Blind Date’ for Fall 


Gruen watch is about set to pick 
up the tab for “Blind Date” on 
ABC-TV, starting Sept. 28. The 
Bernard L. Schubert package will 


remain in the Thursday night line- 
up, but will be heard 30 minutes 
later, at 9:30 p.m. Agency is Stock- 


ton-West-Burkhardat 


Date” is currently sponsored by 


Esquire polish, which is dropping 
out this month when the show 
takes it summer hiatus 





Low Budgets To 
Hamper Canadian 


TV For 5 Years 


Toyonto, June 6. 
$4.500.000 federal 
grant to start with, the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. will have its 
first television station in operation 
in Toronto by Sept. 1 next year 
This is to be followed by another 
in Montreal. but the budget will be 
low and deficits can be expected 
for the first five vears. This was 
the statement of Davidson Dunton, 
chairman of the CBC board of gov- 
ernors, to the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee on Radio. 

Manifestly, the state-owned TY\ 
svstem in Canada will never have 
$30,000 to $40,000 to spend on a 
production and $2,000 looks like 
the top figure, according to Ernest 
Bushnell, CBC program director, 


With only a 


but the intention is to present a 
limited program service that will 


be firstclass, despite purse-tighten- 
ing. As a starter, the Toronto sta- 
tion will operate two or three 
hours daily, with inclusion of some 
U.S. programs, but also a 
proportion of in-Canada material. 

Canadian television will have to 


do a good job with a slim bankroll 


good 


according to Dunton, and will be 
in the red for the first five vears. 
The delay of TV in Canada has 


been due to a wait-and-see policy, 
(Continued on page 32) 


JERRY LESTER GOES OFF 
DU MONT ‘CAVALCADE’ 


Jerry Lester is slated to leave, 


DuMont's ‘Cavalcade of Stars” on 
July 1. He’s been with the show 
since March 4 as a replacement for 
Jack Carter. Reason ascribed to 
Lester’s departure is his going to 
the Coast to work in a film being 
produced by Lou Mandell, his 
manager, which will star Larry 
Parks and Betty Garrett. 

No replacement has been set for 
Lester. Reginald Gardiner is being 
considered. 








WPTZ SETS ‘CALLBOARD’ | 
AS PUBSERVICE STINT 


WPTZ has launched “Community | 


Philadelphia, June 6. 


Callboard,” a news service which 
carries items of local and neigh- 
borhood news interest ‘(Monday 
through Friday—1:45 to 1:55 p.m.) 
to obtain a closer working relation- 


ship with both its listening audi-_ 


ence and the smaller newspapers 
in the area. 
The “Callboard” brings informa- 


tion about church suppers, club 
meetings, benefit shows and _ ball 
games, social and other items not 


normally publicized by average TV 
coverage. The information is pre- 
sented on moving tape, backed with 
recorded music. To place an item 
or notice, viewers are asked to send 
the facts to WPTZ, where they are 
processed and used the following 
day. 

Arrangements have been made 
with the community papers to use 
suitable items, giving full credit to 
the newspapers whenever an item 
is used. WPTZ instituted the pro- 
gram to furnish a daily outlet for 
the numerous requests to publicize 


affairs at the local level. Staffer 
Roy Neal handles the interviews, 
an average of 10 a week. Show is 
part of WPTZ’s expanding public 
service program, which calls for 
10°° of all station breaks to be 
used for such announcements, as 
well as public interest announce- 


ments on every sustainer. 


General Mills OKs 
26 More ‘Lone Ranger’ 


Telepix at 1236 Each 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Jack Chertok has been inked by 


Generai Mills to me'’e 26 more 
“Lone Ranger” television films. 
Dea! was set over the weekend with 


Fralick 
hehalf of 
the 


negotiating the 
George W. 
“Ranger” 


Freddie 
contract in 
Trendle, owner of 
package. 

Extension of the 
Chertok to receive an additional 
$325,000 or $12,500 per halt-hour 
film. Coin, per pic, is the same as 
collected by Chertok in the original 
deal calling tor 52 “Ranger” films 
Pictures become the property of 
General Mills upon completion 

Chertok has completed 48 of the 
initial 52 pix he inked to produce. 
Films are shown over the 
ABC-TV web; KECA-TV locally. 
General Mills has purchased an ad- 
ditional 30-minute time segment 
each week over ABC outletS and 
is airing the series twice weekly 
with second section starting at the 
beginning. 


‘Great Talent Hunt’ 
Lampoon for Morgan 


Henry Morgan is making a kine- 
scope audition of “The Great Tal- 
ent Hunt” for NBC in which Mor- 
gan will present some odd perform- 
ers. Arnold Stang and Milton De 
Lugg will be regulars on the show. 

Idea is to lampoon displays such 
as Arthur Godfrey's “Talent 
Scouts” and Robert Q. Lewis’ “The 
Show Goes On.” 


series calls for 


being 





LA. Video Pic-Happy; Using 60 
Second-Run Feature Films Weekly 


stick , 


| 


will ride the show through | 


By MICKEY FREEMAN 


Hollywood, June 6. 

West Coast television is proving 
a haven for distribution firms ped- 
dling motion picture films, fea- 
tures and westerns. Seven tele- 
vision stations operating here are 
burning up feature films at the 
rate of 60 per week. At this rate, 
local television will spend $1,000,- 
000 on video film fare this year. 
What’s more none of these pix will 
be first runs, insofar as TV is con- 
cerned, in this area. 

In addition to this, local outlets 
are beaming one and two reelers 
which they lease for from $15 to 
$75 per showing. Also there are 
some specially tailored  teevee 
films being transmitted. Inclusion 
of these films brings the coin ex- 
penditure for pix well over the 
million mark. 

KECA-TV is the only network 
station devoting a substantial part! 
of its telensing time to pictures. 
ABC outlet is beaming 16 heurs 
and 15 minutes of pix every week. 


,Four hours of this: is devoted to) 


westerns and the remaining por-| 


tion to features, Other two web 
stations; KNBH, NBC and KTTYV, 
Times-CBS, beam three and one- 
half hours and two hours of film, 
respectively, each stanza. KTTV 
will up their film schedule starting 
June 10 when station will add 
three additional hours of film foot- 
age. 

KLAC-TV sends 
of film each week: 
features and six hours of chase 
westerns while KTSL_ telecasts 
seven hours of oaters and two and 
one-half. hours of features during 
each five telensing days. Station 
schedules a strip western theatre 
utilizing all available horse operas. 
KFI-TV, the Earle C. Anthony in- 
dependent operation beams only 
two hours and 30 minutes of fea- 
iures each week. 

KTLA Tops Indies 

KTLA, the Paramount station. is 
the largest user of pix in the in- 
dependent lineup. Outlet pushes 
out 12 hours and 45 minutes of pic- 


» (Continued on page 36) 


out nine hours 
three hours of 





Merman Guest on CBS’ 
‘Stork Club’ Auditioner 


CBS on Sunday (4) did a kine 


audition of the new Peter Lind 
Hayes-Mary Healy “Stork Club” 
TV show, which is slated for an 
early-evening, three-times-a week 
slot, teeing off in the next few 
weeks. 

Ethel Merman guested on the 
audition show. Irving Mansfield 


NBC Rate Boost 
Tied to Receiver 
Circulation Boom 


that 
continue to 

long as 
corresponding increase in receiver 





Theory television time 


charges can climb in- 


definitely, so there is a 
set circulation, was pointed up this 
NBC's 


effective July 1. 


week by a general boost in 
network charges 


According to web spokesmen, the 


rate increase generally runs slight- 


lv over 30° °, but set circulation 
since last Nov. 1, when the last 
previous increase was effected, is 


advertiser's 
viewers is 


up 113.2%. Thus, the 
cost to reach’ 1,000 
actually down 36.2°¢. 
Rate hike affects 26 of NBC's in- 
terconnected outlets and 13 non- 
interconnected stations. increase 
per station ranges from $50 to 
$200, depending on set penetration 
in each area. Class A time tor 
WSB-TV, Atlanta, tor example, 
goes up in cost trom $250 to $325, 
while WNBT, N. Y., jumps from 
$2,000 to $2,200 and WPTZ, Phila- 
delphia, goes from $1,000 to $1,200. 
Rates for 22 additional stations of 
According to NBC, the cost per 
thousand viewers to an advertiser 
who buys time after July 1 on all 
stations is $2.71. Sponsor buving 
only the interconnected web has a 
cost-per-thousand of $2.89. By 
comparison, the cost-pér-thousand 
impressions in Life magazine, 
based on ABC circulation figures, 
is $2.98 and, in the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post, $2.96. 
| Those sponsors using NBC facili- 
, ties prior to last Nov. 1 will receive 
an added bonus when the new rates 
take effect in July, since they bene- 
fit from their six-month protection 
clause for both the new rate hike 
and the last previous one. NBC 
spokesmen pointed out that thev 
received protection under the old 
rate for six months, or until May 
1, when the November rates took 
effect for them. Then they work 


under the November rates until 
next Jan. 1, when the new rates 
being put into effect July 1 are 


applied to them. Thus, according 
to NBC, these advertisers will en- 
joy a boost in set circulation of 
240°°, while their cost per thou- 
sand viewers is down 49°¢. 


INT'L SILVER CHECKING 
OFF ‘THEATRE’ & TELE 


International Silver, which gave 
up radio (“Ozzie & Harriet”) a 
year ago to stake a claim in video 
with its “Silver Theatre,” is elso 
checking out of TV, cancelling the 
half-hour dramatic show as. of 
June 26. It doesn’t plan a return 
to either medium. 

Meanwhile, Young & Rubicam, 
which packages the filmed dramatic 
stanza, is pitching it up to other 
clients. 


Willis’ CBS Series 
Richard Willis, fashion hints 
authority, has been pacted by CBS 








on an exclusive basis for a new 
series of television and_ radio 
shows. 

Willis will start on CBS radio 


June 24, when he takes over the 
Saturday morning 10:30 to 11 slot 
now occupied by “County Fair.” 
When Morton Downey returns in 
the fall to move into that position, 
Willis will tee off his video series 
, al a time not yet determined. 


The Essex Story’ Reveals Patterns | 
In WBAL’s ‘Little World TV Survey’ 


+ Baltimore, June 6. 


Inspired by recent reports giving 
the Baltimore area the status of 
No. 1 TV city of the country, and 
encouraged by WBAL-TV., a “‘littie 
world TY survey” was begun in 
the town of Essex, adiacent to 
Baltimore, several weeks ago to 
discover the changes in the modus 
vivendi of Americans since tele- 
vision came into the home. 

Essex is considered a 
cross-section of the 


typical 
country, and 


the ratio of new information ob- 
tained is believed to apply gener- 
ally in all TV areas. The survey 


has just been completed and some 
of the results are: 

TV has knitted families 
together; has reduced street 
dents to children; improved 
behavior of children in 
corrective threats to deny them 
favorite programs; has not gener- 
ally affected eye-sight, but has in- 
creased the use of evye-glases: 
housework is speeded up to free 
the housewife for entertainment at 
night; film attendance has slowed 
down considerably; everybody goes 
to bed later, including kids, and 
the average amount of viewing per 
week is between 14 and 21 hours; 
interest in sports, civics, science, 
rearrangement of furniture has in- 
creased appreciably—and there is 
much less idle conversation 

The survey was conducted by 
principal Joseph Barlow of the Es- 
sex elementary school and mem- 
bers of the faculty. Questionnaires 
were sent to every parent, and 528 
homes responded. Among the 528, 


< loss r 
acci- 

the 
view of 


311 have TV sets; 79 will have 
them within next month. Of the 
217 who do not have TV, 129 of 


them do not plan to buy receivers. 
Most of the chilaren who have no 
TV in their homes are permitted 
to visit neighbors and stores to 
watch programs. The average view- 
ing time per week is somewhere 
between 14 and 21 hours. 
Family Life Closer 
Of 302 families which answered 
the question about TV effects on 
eye-sight, only 11 reported ill-ef- 
fects, but many others siated thcy 
had purchased glasses for them- 
selves and children since acquiring 


TV. About 75° of the glasses pur- 
chased, however, were  non-pre- 
scription and put into use on the 


basis of sun-glasses. 

Television affected the lives and 
habits of families in diverse wavs. 
There is less listening to radio in 
139 of 209 who replied to a speci- 
fic question; everybody reported 
fewer trips to the films, less going 
out at night. Two cases reported 
persistent headaches; all said there 
was less need for baby-sitters. 
Four reported a drop in children’s 
studies. Some habits and activities 
were hardly affected by the advent 
otf TV. Newspaper reading has re- 
mained the same in 108 of 151 
cases; the reading of books and 
magazines remained the same in 
86 of 141 cases; some bought more 
books as a result of commercial 
plugs. Comments by parents, aside 
from response to stated questions, 
indicated some broad trends. 

The statement made most often 
was that the family had grown 
closer together. Closely connected 
with this statement is that lots of 
more time is spent at home. A ma- 
jority reported children going to 
bed later, but added that child be- 
havior has improved lest, as pun- 
ishment, the recalcitrant be de- 
prived of a favorite show. 

There was a lot of controversy 
over placement of the receiving 
set. The popular place is the living 
room, and a number of housewives 
bought new furniture and built 
around the set. But there are many 
homes where the TV is kept in the 
dining room. This choice is based 
on an unmistakable tendency of 
children to rush through meals in 
order to leave the table and go into 
another room to see Hopalong Cas- 
sidy or some other hero. Excite- 
ment over impending TV entcr- 
tainment has caused many chil- 
dren to lose appetite. Hence, if the 
set is already in the dining rooin, 
everything goes well. 

In answering the last question In 
the survey questionnaire, an over- 
whelming majority of respendents 
said they foresaw the possibility of 
TV being used to supplement 


school work during the day. Forty- 
six called the notion improbable. 
and one misogynist said: “It’s not 
only unfeasible, but I am opposed 
,to any such screwball idea.” : 
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Bergen to Do Three TV Shows for Coke 
Next Season, in Both Film & Live 


Charlie McCarthy & Co. will do* 


three video shows for Coca-Cola 
on CBS next season, according to 
Fdgar Bergen. He flew to Europe 
Surday (4) for three weeks motor- 
ing ia France and a week in Eng- 
iand. Coca-Cola has Bergen pacied 
fov AM and TV in ’50-'51 and has 
first refusal for next year. 

Bergen said that the trio of half- 


hour telecasts will be shot on 35m 
film. However, those segments 
which can also be done live will 


be duplicated in Gotham studios 
on trips east. Reason for 
portions of the airers on celluloid. 
Bergen explained, is that some of 
the effects planned for his wooden 
partners can be handled best on 
film. Vidpix will be lensed by 
Bergen’s own company, Cal Inter- 
ests, with Coke taking care of the 
time buying. 

“We don’t know the answer to 
TV's problems, and we expect to 
make mistakes,” Bergen revealed. 
“But we know video will be so 
great an influence on American 
life that it must be educational! as 
well as entertaining. And if its 
standards are to be raised, shows 
should be skedded on an alternate 
week basis, which will give us bet- 
ter productions and twice as many 
performers.” 

Stressing that every-other-week 
programs would improve the in- 
dustry, the comedian asked “how 
long would pie stars last if they 
were seen on local theatre screens 
once a month?” He said that only 
“exceptional personalities such as 
serle, Wynn and Godfrey can hold 
their own on a weekly basis.” 
Aside from Berle’s show, he add- 
ed. which is basically a variety 
stanza, the secret of the Wynn and 


” 


Godfrey lure is the relaxed per- 
sonality. 
Bergen, with 10 years of vaude 


(Continued on page 38) 


CBS-TV Summer 
Sked Takes Shape 


CBS television this week had 
about half of its summer replace- 
ment schedule filled, with three- 
and-a-half nights of programming 
each week still to be accounted 
for. Still wide open are Wednes- 
day, Friday, Saturday and most of 
Sunday, although the web pro- 
gramming chiefs hope to have the 
complete schedule lined up by 
next week. 

As was expected, CBS is utiliz- 
ing much of its open time during 
the vacation period to showcase 
new house packages and those of 
indie producers, with an eye to in- 
teresting bankrollers in them tor 
the fall. In addition, the web is 
allempting to replace each vaca- 
tioning program with another of 
the same general format, in order 
to capitalize on its present 
ence’s viewing habits. Number oi 
shows currently being aired, more- 
over, will continue through the 
summer, either On a sponsored or 
sustaining basis. 

Monday night schedule for the 
summer, as tentatively set up. wi!! 
have “Starlight Theatre.” series oi 
half-hour dramas, taking over the 
8 to 8:30 slot, to be followed by a 
new show starring Cedric Adams 
and titled “Prize Performance.’ 
Candid Camera” continues in its 
present 9 to 9:30 period unde: 

(Continued on page 54) 








Liebman to Produce 


1-Shot Drama for NBC 


on -director Max Liebman, 
“Your Show of Shows” on NBC. 
\ ‘it probably do a one-shot straight 
dramatic show on NBC before his 
TV revue resumes in the fall. 
Liebman is thinking of it as a 
change of pace. Little known is 
that Liebman has produced-direct- 
ed dramatic shows betore, on 


Broadway, ‘ ‘ ‘4 


audi- | 


having | 


| Dean Martin and Jerry 





Berle’s New Telethon 


Milton Berle will emcee a two- 
and-a-half hour variety show over 
the full NBC-TV network Saturday 


night (10) to raise funds for the 
Cerebral Palsy Assn. Show, to be 
aired from 9:30 p.m. until mid- 


night, will be staged by NBC in 
conjunction with the amusements 
division of the CPA, which is 
chairmaned by Paramount Thea- 
tres veepee Robert Weitman. 

In addition to Berle, the talent 
lineup will include Tony Martin, 
Lewis, 
Martha Raye, Robert Merrill, Tex 
McCrary and Jinx Falkenburg, Kay 
Armen and Jane Pickens and her 
Escourtiers. 


Coulter, Munro 
To NBC-TV Staff 
As Anchor Drags 


Douglas Coulter. former pro- 
gram veepee for CBS radio. took 
over last week as exec producer on 
NBC-TV’s Anchor-Hocking show, 

3roadway Open House.” He re- 
places NBC producer Vic McLeod, 
who will be assigned to another 
series, as yet undetermined. Mean- 
while, Paul Munro, who resigned 
from the CBS-TV staff two weeks 
ago. replaced Joe Cavalier as the 
program’s director. 

Coulter, who joined the NBC- 
TV staff, will be in direct super- 
vision of three units set up by the 
network and the Weintraub agency, 
which handies the A-H account, to 





work on the show. One of the 
groups is now staging the hour- 
long, cross-the-board program, 


while the second is involved in 
working out a permanent format 
and seeking a permanent emcee. 
Third unit works exclusively on 
screening guest talent for the 


series. 
Both the web and the agency 
still hope to find a permanent 


emcee, but plan to continue test- 
ing guest emcees for the next few 
weeks. Thus, Peter Donald took 
over the program Monday night 
‘5) and Dave Garroway, star of 
NBC's “Garroway at Large.” is 
due in from Chicago for two 
stanzas this week. Weintraub, in 
the meantime, is continuing its ef- 
forts to tie in local breweries as 
co-sponsors of the series in each 
market and has succeeded in lining 
up Ruppert’s for the N. Y. area, 





Biz Slump Forces 
Emerson to Cancel 


Coast Ball on Video 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Emerson Radio and Television is 
dropping out as part-time sponsor 
of the L.A. Angels baseball games 
telensed over KFI-TV. Emerson, 
picked up the tab on one- 
the diamond matches while 
beer purchased the re- 
portion, will hand the 
back to the station after 


which 
half 
Kastside 
maining 
games 
July 12. 

Emerson laid out $40,000 for the 
right to sponsor 50 of the 100 
<ames, Firm, which quits after the 
25th diamond tilt, will get $20,000 
in refunds. Cancellation is blamed 
on a heavy biz slump. Pontiac Deal- 
ers Club of Southern California 
will pick up where Emerson leaves 
off sponsoring the remaining 25 
ball games. 

KFI-TV, 
tion, will 
good as Pontiac 


through the cancella- 
emerge $2.5U0U0 to the 
is laying out $22.- 
500 for the remaining games, Sta- 
tion thus clears the season with 
$42,500 for half the games, instead 
of $40.000. East Side also paid 
$40.000: for ‘their half the: games. 


GLOBAL VIDE 
WEBS PROPOSED 


Washington, June 6. 

A boldly imaginative plan to es- 
tablish television networks abroad 
as a global strategy to combat com 
munism and win the cold war was 
proposed in the senate yesterda, 
(Mon.) by Sen. Karl E. Mundt 
(R., S.D.), co-author of the Smith- 
Mundt Act, under which the Voice 
of America operates. 

Mundt suggested that to the 
Voice of America we now add the 
“Vision of America.” He predicted 
that this “see bomb” can produce 
chain reactions for constructive 
good “which will rival in their 
magnitude the destructive conse- 
quences of the chain reactions of 
the A-bomb.” 

The senator declared that the 

size of the problem and the scope 
of the challenge in the areas out- 
side the Iron Curtain is so great 
that to try and solve it by direct 
economic aid might well bankrupt 
the United States. “Our problem, 
therefore,” he said, “is to find a 
technique which will achieve this 
objective before these areas are 
taken over by the communists, and 
which would do so within the budg- 
etary limitation of our own natu- 
ral resources and abilities. 
1 think it stands without 
successtul contradiction that if we 
could supplement our know-how 
with some concentrative, repetitive, 
understandable, sympathetic and 
practical show-how we could im- 
prove the lot of mankind and ai 
the same time we might well 
arouse mass sympathetic desire to 
embrace che philosophy of treedom 
and democracy which has made all 
this possible.” 

Mundt said his proposal would 
not require the use of individual 
television receivers. “The trend of 
world affairs and the tempo of the 
cold war,” he asserted, “is too vast 
io permit us to wait for the time 
when the world’s multitudes will 
have their own television sets avail- 
able for individual use, This plan 
will use community receiver sets 
such as are now available and such 
as are now in general use in Amer- 
ica. except that their construction 
costs and operational expenses are 
greativ reduced by virtue of the 
fact that they are attuned to a 
single television projection chan- 
nel. 

“These community receiver sets 
will display their powerful tele- 
vision picture on screens ranging 
upwards of a surface six feet wide 
and six feet high... the foreign 
audiences can assemble in thea- 
tres, school houses, amphitheatres, 
public halls—even in tents or out- 
of-doors. where the situation re- 
quires — and where from 500 to 
1.000 human beings can simultane- 
ously witness the pictures.” 

The senator estimated that a net- 
work couid be established in a na 
tion like the Philippines for $3.- 
860,000. or less than the cost of 
one B-36 bomber. 

Ife expects to discuss the pro- 
gram in greater detail in a subse- 
quent address to the senate. 


CH’FIELD, OLDS SET FOR 
CBS-TV STRIPS IN FALL 


CBS television wrapped up an- 
other half-hour of its fall schedule 
this week, selling the 7:45 to 8 
p.m. across-the-board slot to Ches- 
terfield and pacting with Oldsmo- 
bile to take over the full 15-minute 
slot five days a week froin 7:30 to 
7:45. Olds has been bankrolling 
“Douglas Edwards and the News’ 
in that period Mondays, Wednes- 
days and Fridays and now adds 
Tuesdays and Thursdays to the 
schedule. 

What show Chesterfield will put 
into its new time has not been de- 
termined, but it is expected to be 
a musicale, possibly patterned 
after radio's “Supper Club.” 
Takeover of that period on CBS 
will anchor ihe e€iggzie outht di- 
rectly opposite Camels, which 
sponsors the “Newsreel Theatre” 
at the same time on NBC-TV. 
Agency for Chesterfield is Cun- 
ningham & Walsh, and for Olds- 
mobite,*D, Pt Brother’ & Co. 








fear of | 


| statistics 


— MUNDT-TV TO WIN ‘COLD WAR’ 





NBC to Buy Hudson Theatre, N. Y., 


At 7006 tor TV; Mull Center Buy 





TV Aids Fight Fans 


Chicago, June 6. 
Thanks to television, Chi 


fight fans will be able to at- 
tend the Tuesday night ama- 
teur boxing bouts at Rainbo 


Arena with the purchase of a 
nominal tax ducat after June 
27. In a tail-wagging-dog act, 
ABC-TV has been carrying the 
fights on its full network with 
often as few as 15 persons 
watching the bouts at ringside. 

Apparently _ satisfied with 
the reported $500 weekly he’s 
getting from the net, promoter 
Leonard Schwartz is doing 
away with admission fees in an 
attempt to entice in some fans 
for background for the tele- 
casts. 








Balto Sings 
Snafu Blues 


In TV Shar! 


Baltimore, June 6. 

The three television stations in 
Baltimore are having triangulet 
trouble over audience surveys and 
rates. The regional 
May 27 again gave top place to 
WMAR-TV between 6 and 10 p.m. 
In February and March it did the 
same thing. The new figure is 21°; 
of the average Sunday-through- 
Saturday audience, and again the 
confirm Baltimore’s na- 
tional TV leadership with 53.4% of 
the 6 to 10 p.m. audience. 

Because WMAR-TV went heavs 
on promotion even back in Febru- 
ary and March when the Hoope1 
gave it 19.6 compared to WBAL- 
TV's 17.5 and WAAM’s 14.3, the 
latter stations countered with fig- 
ures from the American Research 
Jurcau which covers the audience 
figures from 5 p.m. until the vari- 
ous signoff times of all three sta- 
tions, which never occur at the 
same hours. The ARB figures give 
WPAL-TV the higher average. 

This situation lines up like this: 
WBAL-TV and WAAM-TV arc 
siooting at WMAR-TV claims. But 
another situation has developed 

(Continued on page 40) 


Pittsburgh Full of Beefs On 
‘Kukla’ Ousting by WDTV 
For ‘Captain Video’ Show 


Pittsburgh, June 6 

Town's only television § station, 
WDTV, owned and operated by 
DuMont, has been getting plenty 
of beets over dropping “Kukla, 
Fran & Ollie’ from the 7 p.m. 
across-the-board slot in favor of 
DuMont network’s own program 
at that time, “Captain Video.” The 
puppet show was. the first bigtime 
TV click in Pittsburgh and its can- 
ceilation a few weeks azo kicked 
up quite a storm. 

Its unlikely to abate either 
when “Kukla, Fran & Ollie” come 
back on WDTV June 19 via kine- 
a new time, 4:30 in the 
afternoon, inasmuch as Burr Till- 
strom and Co. have their widest 
following among the adults, and 





scope al 


that daytime slot isn’t going to do 
the grownups much good Loca! 


management of WDTV_ had no 
voice in the matter, however, in- 
asmuch as “Captain Video” localls 
was a DuMont “must,” straight 
from headquarters. 

Once before, WDTV dropped a 
show, “Mama.” in favor of a Du- 
Mont murder program, but kept it 
on only a week, restoring “Mama” 
again. when. protests, especialls 
from teachers and parents’ organi- 
zations, piled up. There’s no such 
hope for Kukla and gang, how- 
ever; it’s going kine in the after- 


+; neons’ and ‘that’$ that 


Hooper on, 


¢ NBC television this week was 
set to buy the Hudson theatre, 
N. Y., and is reported negotiating 
to take over the now-shuttered 
Center theatre, N. Y., perennially 
occupied by ice shows. With a 
number of new vaudeo shows open- 
ing up on TV in the fall, the web 
also is on the prow! for more thea- 
tre space 

NBC is” paying a reported 
$700,000 for the 1,057-seat Hudson, 
taking title to the house in five or 
| six weeks. Negotiations have been 
going on for several weeks, with 
| the theatre’s owners having turned 
| down several bids by the web to 
| lease the theatre, instead of buying 
it outright. Hudson is now occu- 
pied by “Detective Story,” but the 
legiter has been operating under 
its stop clause for the last several 


weeks and is expected to close 
soon. Theatre is owned by How- 
ard S. Cullman, Elliott Nugent, 
Leland Hayward, Howard Lindsay 
and Russel Crouse, with the title 
in the names of their respective 
wives, children and other relatives. 

Reiterating his contention that 
N. Y. will continue as video’s pro- 


gram center for at least the next 
couple of years, Sylvester L. 4% Pat) 
Weaver, NBC-TV chief, revealed 
this week that the web is on the 
prowl for new theatre and studio 
space on and around Broadway to 
house major productions. 

Although he wouldn't designate 
the theatre (it’s believed to be the 
Center). 

Weaver said he hopes to have at 
least one more theatre available 
by next season. He added that the 
'web would be interested in buying 
or leasing ‘‘marginal” film theatres 
| being forced to shutter because of 
bad business. Web at this time 
owns only the International thea- 
tre. in Manhattan’s Columbus Cir- 
cle. which shares most of the cur- 
rent vaudeo shows with Studio 6-B 
in Radio City. 

With its studios in Radio City, 
the RKO-Pathe building and those 

(Continued on page 36) 


Montgomery TV 
Show Going Wkiy. 


Robert Montgomery’s “Lucky 
Striké Theatre.” aired on an alter- 
nate week basis this season over 
NBC-TV, is slated to go once-a- 
week in the fall. With CBS-TV's 
“Ken Murray Show” also switching 
to a once-weekly basis next season, 
“Ford TV Theatre,” also CBS, will 
be the only big-seale, full-hour 
video show to remain on the alter- 
nate week system. 

Plans for the Montgomery series 
are not vet complete but it is be- 
lieved that Montgomery will serve 





as exec producer for two separate 
units, each of whom will stage a 
show every other week. Similar 


system is used by CBS-TV’s Worth- 
ington Miner for his “Studio Oné” 
series. Norman Felton is expected 
to be director of one of Montgom- 
ery’s units, with the second direc- 
tor vet to be named. 

Radio and legit agent John F. 
Gibbs, meanwhile, is scheduled to 
leave for the Coast July 2] to line 
up properties and stars for the 
show, which returns on Aug. 28 
after its hiatus. Gibbs is also ex- 
panding to larger offices in the 
RCA building, N. Y¥ 


Michigan State College 
Gets 1006 for TV Station 


Washington, June 6 
Michigan State College advised 
the FCC vesterday ‘Mon.? it has re- 
ceived an appropriation of $i00- 
000 toward establishing a_ tele- 
vision station on its campus at East 
Lansing The college asked the 
commission to allocate an unoccu- 
pied channel now assigned to 
Grand Rapids for the educational 
station 
Lansing has one teleyision out- 
j let-—WJIM-TYV. poh 
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Tele Chatter 





New York 

Earl Wrightsen, of ABC-TVs 
“Paul Whiteman Show,” goes to 
Milwaukee July 18 for Rodgers & 
Hammerstein summer theatre pro- 
duction WNEW scripter Mort 
Levin adapted Jules Verne’s 
“Michael Strogoff” for “Mr. I. 
Magination” June 18. Paul Tripp, 
star of “Mr. I. Magination,” 
penned a sequel to his “Tubby the 
Tuba” album which will be voiced 
by Danny Kaye Bill Farrell, 
now at the Capitol, slated for a 
teevee show over DuMont Aug. 7 
é June Graham replaces Don 
Saddler as choreographer on ABC- 
TV's “Holiday Hotel Saddler is 
going Texaswards for the Dallas 
Summer Theatre 

Henry Morgenthau III upped to 
producer of Dorothy Doan CBS- 
TV's “Vanity Fair” strip... Ronald 
Dawson, who marks his 23d year 
in radio this week, has a double- 
header with parts in “Circle Thea- 
tre” and “Famous Jury Trials.’ 

Eva Langbord into “Famous Jury 
Trials’ on WABD tonight ‘Wed.) 

Nat Brusiloff back from Arizona 
for plunge into the New York TV- 
radio maelstrom 

Siuart Ludlum named television 
chief of the Duane Jones agency. 
He was formerly with Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert and McCann- 
Erickson NBC producer Caro- 
line Burke scheduled to hand out 
the George W. Barbier awards this 
week at graduation ceremonies at 
Ridgefield (N. J.) highschool 
Pat Meikle, star of DuMont’s 
“Magic Cottage,” telling her mop- 


has 


pet audience she'll be away in 
“story land’ while she vacations 
for two weeks starting June 17. 


Hal Cooper, as Pinogchio, will sub- 


stitute .. . Stuart Erwin signed for 
the second “Armstrong Theatre” 
show on NBC-TV next Tuesday 


(13), with Nina Foch scheduled to 
star the following week Ben 
Parker joined the staff of TV Fea- 
tures, Inc. New cyclorama to 
provide a sky background for video 
dramatic shows now in use. by 
NBC. Measuring 80x14 feet, it is 
rigged between two pipes for max- 
imum spread and tautness... 
Necco Wafers pacted to sponsor 


DuMont’s “Small Fry Club” Thurs- 


day nights. DuMont also set 29 
new participations and 16 spots 


during the week. 
Hollywood 
Frank Wisbar and Sidney Smith 
i0, 30-minute TV pix into 
starting July 10 for 
their “Fireside Theatre Pair will 


launch another series or eight in 
September and still another eight 


will put 
the works 


in November, for the same pro- 
gram sponsored by Procter & 
Gamble Alfred Zeisler will 
film Direct and Detect in 
August Teevee film will run 30 
minutes. Just the pilot reel wi 
pe made for sponsor presentation 
Bill Watters has packaged 
video layout featuring George 
Fenneman, Lillian Randolph and 
the Ernie Felice Quartet. Show 


has been tagged ‘California 
Garden Party.” Westlake 
Camera Shop is picking up the tab 
on KFI-TV’'s “Feature by Feature” 
program. Show stars. station's 
afternoon personalities in an eve- 


ning quiz layout “The 39 
Steps” and ‘“‘Scream in the Night” 
have been leased by KTTV tor 
beaming on ‘Request Theatre” 


Fred W. Kline has been trans- 


ferred from KTTV to the L. A. 
Times’ new television distribution 
firm. Kline will handle coordinat- 


ing problems of the new corpora- 


tion Cine Video Corp., has 
been formed by Miguel de Zar- 
raga, prexy, and George Freising- 
er Noel Madison, Crane Wilbur 


and Warner Baxter have organized 
a company to make a series of 12 


half-hour telepix starring Baxte 
Initial tilming is scheduled to get 
under way in August Madison 


will produce and Wilbur write and 
direct, 


Chicago 
Tele sets sales during April were 
36,373 bringing total number of 
sets in Chi area to 493,938, accord- 
ing to latest report from Chi Elec- 
tric Assn. Clifton Utley’s 10:30 


p. m. WNBQ news show is now 
sponsored on all four nights with 
Rock Island Railroad picking up 


Monday and Wednesday segments. 


on Tuesdays and Thursdays .. . 
Al Benson, emcee of Saturday 
night talent hunt on WBKB, is 
heading a fund drive to aid vic- 
tims of city’s tragic street car ac- A 
cident. Drive will be climaxed 
with a benefit show Thursday 
night (8) at the Club DeLisa 

Gene Autry in town last week hud- 
dling with CBS veepee Les Atlass 
and Phil Wrigley on future plans 
for his recently completed telepix 
.. . Arvin will introduce its 1951 
line of tele sets, radios and com- 
binations at a special distributors 
convention June 19-20 at Highland 
Park, Il Mary Hartline, ABC- 


sources and 
week bv the NAB. 


study of 
launched last 
broadcasters 
motion picture producers. 


made available to membership. 


Advertising Bureau 


advertising 


Broadcast 
new series of TY 


TV’s “Super Circus” queen, has The video shopping stanza 

been tagged flower girl of the the brochure reports, with each 

month by the Chi Park District new charge accounts. Dolla 

_Fran Wood is femceeing increased from 74 orders totaling $582 on Jan 
WBKB's Word to the Wives” ing $2,600 on Feb. 28 

beamed Thursdays 11:45 a. m. tO cided if 

12 ‘noon) for Betty Boltz Mcdel 

agency and Robert Wagner & As- Best Foods, participating sponsol 
socs . ABC-TV's “Super Circus’ show on WN BT, N. Y., is kinescoping 
gang did a personal appearance Week for distribution to salesmen 

stint Saturday (3) at Evanston’s intra-company educational aid 


Dvke Stadium for the. benefit of Show has also picked up 


Evanston Boy Scout organization clothes. 
: Walgreen Drug Co., through : 
Schwimmer & Scott, ordered the 


4:45-5 p. m. period on WNBQ on 
Sundays, June 11, 25 and July 9 
for special travelogs plugging new 
photo contest ... Wayne Griffin is 
emceeing five-minute sports fea- 
ture Wednesday nights from Rain- 
bo Arena following the wrestling 


(‘So You Want To Lead a 
work Sunday (il) At a 


bouts. Show, sponsored by Home 
Craft publishers will be heard B & B R li 
this month on 17 ABC tele out- ea ignment 
lets, : 
a Series of promotions has been 
L d given the top brass at Benton & 
ondon Bowles, with board chairman A. W. 
Joan Hopkins and Kaymond Hobler elected to the newly created 


Huntley have the leads in J. M. 
Barrie’s “The Admirable Crichton” 


office of executive committee 


chairman. 


which Royston Morley is produc- : 

ing next Sunday (11). Harcourt Board chairman spot is being 
Williams, Jane Barrett, Derek take n Ove! 0) Crarence B 
Blomfield and David Markham Goshorn, whose post as prexy Is 
have featured roles Eric Fawcett being filled by William R. Baker, 


Ji Latter’s spot as executive vee- 
pee goes to veepee Robert FE. Lusk. 
Hobler is expected to continue ac- 
tively with the agency. a contract 
calling for his full-time services 


is producing “Mother of Men,” 
which is being revived for a single 
pertormance next Tuesday (13) 
with Barbara Mullen as_s star 
James Drake and Ian Scott are in 


support New TV series, “Ideas having some vears to run, 

in Focus,” starts Friday (9) with a AES St 
discussion en the “cold war.” Prin- 

cipal spokesmen will be Quintin Cleveland — Elmer Krau sec- 
Hogg, M.P., and D. N. Pritt, K.C., retary-treasurer of WGAR, &b Sun- 


a former M.P., with Donald Me- day (4) shot a hole-in-one. Playing 
Lachlan, assistant editor of The at Shaker Heights Country Club. 
Economist, taking the chair Ani-| Krause sank a number seven iron 
mated diagrams and film sequences, shot on 110 vard number 16 hole. 


was Krause’s first ace. Normal- 


shoots around 100 


will be used to illustrate the It 
statements ly 


studies. 
experience of the Hecht Co. department stores in Washington. D. C., 
and Silver Spring. Md., with the “Shop By Television’ p’rogram. 

prompts on-the-spot 
broadcast 
volume on orders resulting from the 


brokers, etc., 


another 


Inside Television 


costs of films for television stations 


Was 
Organization is seeking data from 


Data will be supplemented later by information from 


Questionnaires sent to stations call for info on dramatic subjects, 
westerns. shorts. serials and cartoon strips. 


Overall results will be 


is releasing this week its 


first in a 


The report is based on the 


immediate buying, 
bringing an average of 18 
show 


31 to 646 orders total- 


A complete blueprint on the operation is in- 


‘n Josephine McCarthy's cooking 
three of the broadcasts next 
as a sales training and 
women § 


sponsor, Morgan-Jones 


NBC has a special promotional stunt on tap for the Sammy Kave 
Band?) telecast which bows over the net- 
reported 
placed an order for 10,000 batons autographed by Kaye. 
be distributed each week to all members of the studio audience 

Kaye's policy in the past has been to give autographed batons only 
to those members of the audience who participated in the show 


NBC 
These 


has 
will 


cost of around $2,000, 


OATUNE PLATTER SHOW 
PACKAGED FOR REXALL 


Hollywood, June 6 

“Rexall Rhythm Roundup,” pack- 
aged by Garry Goodwin and Bob 
O'Sullivan and produced by Will 
Scott, has been sold to 150 Rexall 
drug stores in 41 states. Radio 
layout features western platter 
personalities. Show is built around 
transcribed voice tracks of oatune 
vocalists. These tracks are used as 
an intro to their records. 

Producers will realize about $3 
from each program. Show is slated 
to roll from three to five times a 
week in each market Producers 
have cased six complete programs 
on every 16-inch platter and have 
figured cost, including mailing, at 
41 cents per show. Talent works 
for nothing with the blessings of 
AFRA which permits the transcrib- 
ing of the tracks on the grounds 
that it is not a performance and 
stimulates interest in the artist 
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HOPE and 
CROSBY 


DRAW 366,000 MORE FAMILIES 











| 
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‘ | the difference is MUTUAL! fit 


i 





This was really a welcome turn at bat. , 









This time they were pitching us 








the same stuff the others faced... 





General Mills scheduled that all-star 
battery of Bob Hope and Bing Crosby in 


“Welcome Back Baseball!’’—on three 
This means Mutual delivered 


366,000 more families than 

the next best network (at far lower 
cost, of course). It does not 

mean you have to buy time on the 
Network Y: 10-10:30 p.m., Saturday other networks to prove, for yourself, 
7.0 Nielsen Rating: 2,849,000 homes. Mutual’s grand-slam effectiveness. 


networks, three successive days before the 
1950 season opened, To make it stiffer, we 

got second crack at it, against the toughest 
competition of all...with these results: 


Mutual: 7-7:30 p.m., Sunday 
»», opposite Jack Benny... 
7.9 Nielsen Rating: 3,215,000 homes, 


Mutual Broadcasting System 


1440 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 18, N.Y. 


Network Z: 5:30-6 p.m., Monday 
3.9 Nielsen Rating: 1,587,000 homes. 
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Canada TV 








while the industry in the United 
States and the United Kingdom 
carried out the experimenial 


groundwork. Also the lengthy re-.| 


luctance of the federal government 
to make grants toward TV develop- 
ment in Canada and the refusal of 
the federal authorities to grant sta- 
tion licenses to such private would- 


be operators as 


Famous Players 


(Canadian) and stations CFRB and 


CKEY, 
gambie their 
separate 


projects a year 


Toronto, which offered to 


own money on then 
ago and 


promised to have actual operations 


on TV 


screens 


within the vear — 


which would be now. 





Continued from page 23 poe 


Cortland, N.Y., Indie 





is the other question as to whether 
TV should take priority in a state- 
owned communications system 
over the present radio situation in 
which there are outstanding exam- 
ples of unserved radio areas in 
Canada. Dunton believes that both 
interlocking media should go hand 
in hand but, while admitting the 


need for greater radio coverage, 
insists that TV in Canada should 


make a start. Meanwhile, 
resentment toward 
setowners and 


at least 
there is the 
what Canadian TV 
would-be independent TV station 
operators believe to be a dog-in- 


the-mangel attitude with . the 


Is Sold for $100,000 


Cortland, N. Y., June 6. 
WKRT, lkw indie here, has 
been sold to Radio Cortland, Inc., 
for $100,000. New owners include 





Leighton Hope, an officer of the 
National City Bank, and _ his) 
brother Robert, formerly general | 
manager of WWWB, Jasper, Ala.,, | 
and once associated with WOR, | 
Mm: 2s Principal stockholder of | 
the selling corporation is J. Gerald | 
Mayer, of the Maver, Rigby and 
Ryan law firm. 

Deal was handled by Blackburn- 
Hamilton media brokers. 


GOEBEL’S NAG 


Detroit 


TAB 


June 6 


GALLIC FILM SERIES 


SET FOR WOR, N.Y., BOW 


A “French Film Theatre,” of- 


\fering English-titlied Gallic pix, 


will be launched on WOR-TV, 
N. Y., in seven weeks, at the con- 
clusion of its 13-week cycle of 
|Italian product. Show will be 
packaged and edited by Erberto 
Landi, who has also been handling 
the Italian reels. 

The Italian stanza has three of 
the four quarter-hour segments 
sponsored by Italo-American food 
distributors. Tele-Pulse rating has 
averaged a 4.0, which is higher 
than the rating of the periods that 
tollow it. While the WOR-TV audi- 
ence for the time slot has _ in- 
creased, other Gotham stations 
haven't lost audience, indicating 






























































Meanwhile, the CBC is faced State-owned system holding title to Goebel Brewing Co. has picked 
ts the f } fj ue the channels that have been allo- ; ‘ : : that the pix are attracting new 
the or financial problen — > I : oni e f tele- 
with ne furtne! eames | oble cated to Canale up the tab for nine weeks Of (te€i€-| vjewers 
apart from aé_éskimped _feder: casting harness racing from Nort- ree 
grant, that there has been a lack See a ville Downs over WWJ-TV. Agency ; ; 
of decision as to what owners of Lincoln. Neb. — First Federal] '§ Breoke. Smith, French & Dor- Des Moines—Robert Harter has 
TV sets will be charged for house- g,\ings Assn. has bought World '@%¢°: ong 2 erg aa the Advertis- 
hold licenses. The general opinion, |» pee Brewery also sponsors Tiger —_, lub of Des Moines. He is 
as advanced by Dunt is that this Broadcasting’s “Forward America ; : regional sales manager for WHO. 
ance \ unton, is tha Vi rede ei tal si en — baseball games and a fall football Station’s sales promotion manager 
will be an annual $10 tariff per set. 'OF Dankroliing on midwest Sta- | show starring Bo MeMillian, man-|Jehnenry Schweiker has been 
Canadian radio setOwners now tions and is mapping sponsorship ager of the Detroit Lions. over elected veepee in charge of pub- 
pay an annual $2.50 levy). There on an additional 25 outlets. WW4J-T\ licity of ciub 
1CILY OF ClUD 
THE AL. S$. ABELL COMPANY BALTIMORE 3, MARYLAND 
oc 
“Responsibility to the Community’ 
WMAR-TV BaAtiMORE 
Sunpopers TV stotion shone brightly this yeor in tolents of is own newsreel unit for “Slums.” © docu 
the notion’s shiniest TV town. In videc hoppy Bolti- mentory obovut Boltimore’s No. ¥ locel problem 
more, WMAR-TV won the distinction of becoming the Hord-hitting documentory hod several performonces 
first sight station in nation to cutronk cll AM stations on stotion, ond then wes given odditionol circulation 
in its morket in overoge evening audience. In the by showings et verious orgenizotions ond civic groups 
process of rolling up ratings, WMAR-TY did not over- cround city. Out of this TV documentory come “The 
look public service ond come up with two important Bcltimore Pion” for slum cleoronce, which hos ot- 
FS series in “Atomic Report’ and “Slums.” tracted natione! attention. As WMAR sums it up, the 
Former show brought in front of the comeres some “Slums” picture wos the . vongvoerd of © reform 
of the netion’s top otomie authorities to exploin to which begon with the city exomining iis conscience 
the averoge viewer the atomic facts ef life. Thot wos ond then going to work to destroy the blight of 
WMAR tockling @ world problem. On the local front, slums. 2. 
the stotion resourcefully drew upon focilities ond CVieriety Wednesdey, Moy 24, 1950 
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RCA Thesaurus, 
WNBC Cuddle Up 


As part of the tighter iniegra- 
tion of RCA divisions such as NBC, 
RCA Victor and RCA Thesaurus, 
NBC’s Gotham flagship WNBC and 
the Thesaurus transcription library 
are working out a closer tie. New 
policy is cued in by the tighter 
competition in the transcription 
library field, where some stations 
feeling the eeonomic pinch are 
cancelling their subscriptions in 
favor of over-the-counter records. 

The Thesaurus-WNBC tieup fits 
in with the current trend in the 
music library field for tailoring 
transcriptions so they can be com- 
bined into programs which the out- 
lets can sell, therefore paying the 
cost with library-produced income. 
While library services on their own 
to guess at what will go over 
stations, the new liaison 
will pre-test Thesaurus packages 
to meet broadcasters’ needs. 

Additionally, the setup will pro- 
vide agencies and sponsors, inter- 
ested in the expanding local mar- 
ket, with a Gotham showcase for 
the stanzas that are available 
|on Thesaurus-subscribing outlets 


have 
with the 


| across the country. Since the bulk 
of time-buying is done from New 
York and outlying stations have 
had trouble peddling their tran- 
scribed wares to Big City agencies, 
Thesaurus airers on WNBC will be 


prospective bankroll- 
agencles 


the setup, 


promoted to 
ers and their 
As part of 


Thesaurus 


and WNBC will pool ideas, talent 
and budget. As an example, if 
WNBC has written a special type 


of announcement it will be record- 
ed by a Thesaurus artist and later 
go into the regular library for use 
by the record service's 400 other 
Thesaurus also wel- 
integration as a 
relations .provid- 
‘New York show- 
available for a 


comes the closer 
| boon in its artist 
'ing talent with a 
case often nol 
| waxed show. 
Details of 
; worked out 
| general manager 


the new entente were 
last week by WNBC 
Ted Cott and pro- 
gram manager Harvey Gannon 
| with Thesaurus program manager 
Seri Wood and promotion director 
Ben Rosner 


FOUR NEW DIRECTORS 
PACTED TO AFA BOARD 


Detroit, June 6 

| The Advertising Federation of 
America reelected five members of 
the board of directors and named 
four new directors at its 46th an- 
nual convention. 

Reelected were Fairfax M. Cone, 
chairman, of Foote, Cone & Beld- 
ing. Chicago; Leonard Hornbein, 
| Cirector, public relations and ad- 
vertising, Famous-Barr Co., St. 
Louis: George S. McMillan, vice- 
president, Bristol-Myers Co., New 
York ‘retiring AFA board chair- 
man): Robert S. Peare, vice-presi- 
dent, General Electrie Co., Sche- 
inectady, and Ralph Smith, execu- 
itive vice-president, Duane-Jones 
'Co., New York. 
| Elected as new board members 
were: Vernon Brooks, advertising 
| director, Scripps-Howard Newspi- 
lpers. New York; Robert Gray. di- 
|rector of advertising and sales pro- 
| motion, Esso Standard Oil Ce. of 
; New Jersey, New York; Henry G. 
| Little, executive vice-president, 
!Campbell-Ewald Co., Detroit, and 
| Wesley Il. Nunn, advertising man- 


lager, Standard Oil Co. of Indiana, 
| Chicago. 

{ The board of directors elected 
ithe following officers: ¢hairman, 
| Graham Patterson, publisher, Farm 
Journal and Pathfinder News maga- 
jzine, Philadelphia; treasurer, Ben 
a Donaldson, director of adver- 
tising, Ford Motor Co., Detroit, 
jand secretary, Grace Johnsen. di- 
| rector, continuity acceptance, ABC, 
New York 


Elon G. Borton continues as full- 


| lime president and general man- 
ager of AFA. 
| St. Louis was chosen for the 
11951 AFA convention, which will 
be held May 6-9. 

Detroit—Ed McKenzie. WJBK’s 


Jack the Bellboy, tripled his quota 
of $4,000 when he set out to pay 
|} tribute to Michigan's hospitalized 
|} War veterans. Disk jockey asked 
Prgee for donations to purchase 

canteen books—worth $1.75 at 
tne hospital PX—for the 4.000 
; vets. In 12 days fans contributed 
[nase some of it coming from 
mass collections in Detroit's indus- 
trial plants, 
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with becoming modesty 
we blushingly admit that 





Variety 1s right 
in awarding a plaque to 


WWJ and WW4J-TV fo: 


OUTSTANDING STATION OPERATION 


by “injecting maximum show 


\ \ : business values into beth 
operations. 







the judges were also 


right in giving us the 


duPONT AWARD 





and the 





GEORGE FOSTER PEABODY AWARD: 


a lot of others, such as 


Ohio State University. National ¢ onference of Chris- 





L - bi ict 
onyway, through Our diusnes, tians and Jews, National Safety Council, Wayne 
. - “niversity. Freedoms Foundation, Detroit Police 
we say thank you ec. 
VV oQy } ee 

Naval Air Reserve. leterans Administration were 
Ty right in giving awards to HU I-AM and Tl —all for 


WWJ ond WWJ-TV sy 1G0t operations 
ik Owned ond Opercted by THE DETROIT NEWS be. “ae 
ee —EEEE 
Motione!l Reprerentotivess THE GEORGE PF. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 


Ogg Department. United Foundation, National Guard, 


™ 
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JACK LINDER’S BOWERY 
MUSIC HALL 

With Jack Waller, Gwen Emerick, 
Rosalie Alter, Carlo Correlli, 
The Grandoliers, Eileen O’Dare, 
Tommy Mack, Harrison & An- 
drews, Burton & Janet, Landers 
& Harris, Frank Small’s Can- 
Can Girls, Sam Kramer; Linder, 
narrator 

Producer-Director: Jack Linder 

Technical Dir.: Harry Fietds 

Music Director: Emerson Buckley 

60 Mins.; Thurs., 8 p.m, 


ticularly standout was Frank 
Small’s Can-Can Girls, a refresh- 
ing sextet of lookers whose can- 
can, embellished by nifty costumes 
was topdrawer. Others contribut- 


ing to the gavety of the cabaret 
sequence in the Bowery saloon 
were Carlo Corre!li, operatic tenor 
in prolog from ‘Pagliacci’; Burton 


& Janet and Harrison & Andrews 


in song interludes. 
Production ran off rather 
smoothly, with exception of a 


couple of clinckers on camera pan- 


Shore. 
with 


Willie 


guest 
command 


took 


arrival of 
Comedian 


some funny bits about his Chi boy- Ps 


> 


hood. Arrival of his parents for 
further home town nostalgia came 
off nicely. Stint then sagged with 
a hog-calling contest between two 
couples from the audience and an 
uncooperative hog. Clown Happy 
Maxwell’s mec -anical man pose 
failed to register. Although he 
held the rigid position for last half 
hour of show, the cameras forgot 


him. 








tala 
WOR-TV. N Y ning. especially in the Landers & cartoonist Sam Singer sketching a 
Nostalgia rides high. wide and Harris stunts, and a few minor member of the audience during 
Slalfie *S en yide <¢ } > 2 
hai i = i - “Jack Lind .. musie cue fluffs 30th could be the session missed slightly because 
I< as 3 val inders . ‘ 
‘90 aw 7 H ae ty Charged to insufficient rehearsal. home viewers never got a good 
POWReTLT\ S all P Vi 1L¢ \ ; . , ae - 
- : = ~ = ; = é Linder directed tightly and also jook at the completed caricature 
SHO \ tn erye i O! : } ° ] f 
} * ; é : 1 pen L ! pretaced as narratol Montage. His quickie sketch of Shore during 
\ ( eed I] l i . ; ‘ 
M qd rf j + i : f ‘ nmrisil Rowers street scene latter's appearance was a nice 
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WOR_TY \ Y Se ind Bowery saloon interior touch ; 
plea } Lin 3 , for the cabaret were in keeping H , mark of stint for most 
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, } . oO . the motif of the era, circa yijewers probably was the inter- 
Fe ry \1 ‘ 90 So ere the costumes vie\ with oldtime Cub catche! 
* re " ) ; Overa t made for an enter- Jimmy Archer and current back- 
gd ; ns c inte de Ed stopper Mickey Owen and young 
rs Pozen tei Page . sO Stanza woundup on warm 
SO 8) v mst i pl yt —. S * e ee 
1 t t r d ome ne SATURDAY NIGHT PARTY note with Don Gordon interview- 
Tine é el oO > ef Stanza il . 4 : ; sail ee P 
Misc West. although he has some- With George Anderson, Les Lear, ing a guest who ae Sa benty 
what of a formidable contender in Don Gordon: guests suc¢ essful = si anaainiina 
inother lush and talented blonde, Producer: Bill Hyer losing his sight. io of 
Gwen Emerick. who gives a mae- Director: Bill Taylor Show will improve when a 
westian tinge to her lines and 90 Mins.; Sat., 10:50 p.m. emcees themselves relax Px 
business in the current display. Participating more and project more vr gig | : 
l il t oe c l LiS} 2 fs a oe : ss . ‘. £ 7 ‘ 
E avin the fabulous 3owerys vw BKB, Chicago ity to match Sess10n S format I _ 
songstre Flo Hadlev. of the turn Here’s 90 miryites of unrehearsed Gordon did a punchy job on the 
ss) tlm I ha | 4 a sl rr Bs . Abad ° , P 
am he century era she handles Melange so informal as to be al- spot commercials. Spot piuss on 
her a nment well Jack Walle! most formless Yet there were first show ranging from pitches 
( mile gi a il e ‘ cal : ; : = 
personable comedian, emcees pro- enough high spot on tl first for a charm school to house paint. 
ceedings as a streamlined version Stanza (3) to point to the show were so numerous as to be neal 
of Chuck Conners, the Bowe catching on with late Saturda; eve the point ot diminishing vindasoggs op 
Lie His affable clowni viewers. The session, incidentalls Bill Taylor and camera crew did 
- 4 Emerick and dentine * ick is tollio ved bv a teature film, pro- a bangup 1D ona difficult assifan- 
other comic on the show. got over Jecting station’s programming into ment Dave 
solid Rosalie Ite. moppet post-midnight hours a 
songstress portraying a shoeshine Party gets under way in the THE LITTLE TOF 1d Whitine 
bo scored in a medley of oldies studio vacated 30 seconds before With Brooke Johns, ~_ : rl 
highlighted by a sock impresh of by the Al Benson show with view- Kyra Petrovaskaya, Doris oF Ss 
. rr , “a ry , : . h P , y “ f y 
Sophie Tucker’s “Some of These ers given a behind-the-scenes look Mary Lou & Maurie Higdon, Roy 
Days Youngster seems to have at a set being struck and a new Singleton, Tommy Johnson 
potentials of another Mitzi Green. one being mounted First half- Producer: James McMurray 
Fileea Patong uncorked a corking hour is a hokey version of what is Director: James Blair 
acro ance in an early = spot supposed to be pre-air time studio 30 Mins.; Wed., 7 p.m, 
Grandoliers. male quartet garbed activities with emcees George An- | Sustaining — 
alternately as Keystone Kops derson and Don Gordon selecting WOIC, Washington for TV 
and singing waiters clicked with audience participants, the guest Town's, latest competitot cg? 
thei harmony. Landers and barber shop quartet rehearsing in commercial coin, which has een 
. : > , © . . >» 
Harris contributed some nea‘ a corner and third emcee, Les plentif ul in these parts, didn’t vat a 
gymnastics. Lear, warming up the studio crowd. off in its preem. Show, intende¢ 
Spacing the specialities and par- Show really got rolling with the (Continued on page 54) 
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“Cavalcade of Stars 


its first anniversary (3) with one 
of its heavier talent outlays. The 
guest talent came off well, but the 


homegrown production lacked any 
particular spice and hampered the 
overall tone of the stanza. 

Jerry Lester was kept in check 
with a device wherein an alleged 


supervisor was sent by the spon- 
sor to see that the anni show came 
off well. Only function this served 
was to slow up the proceedings 
and diminish any note of spon- 
taniety that might have been 
injected 

Guest alent was of najor 
league calibre John Garfield, 
aided by Kim Stanley. reprised a 
scene trom “Golden Boy.” Gar- 
field still showed great feeling for 
role of the violinist who turns to 
the ring, but somehow the brittle 
lines of the Clitford Odets plays 
didn’t hit its full flavor, possibly 
because of he fact that Miss 
Stanley gave the impression of 


merely reading lines 
Paul Winchell exhibited his 
classification in the top bracket of 


ventriloquists with a bright bit 
that got a continual flow of 
laughs, and Jane Pickens accom- 
panied by Six Escourtiers gave a 
tastetul demonstration ot song 
and dance. This act is excellently 
produced and Miss Pickens picks 
up added dimension with the Es- 
courtier background Horatio and 
lana gave a fair demonstration of 
Latin dance rhythms 

Lester reprised one of his best 
bits, the telephone quiz sketch, 
which is an extremely potent piece 


of business 


Modern-dress version of William 


Shakespeare's Taming of the 
Shrew came oft well on CBS- 
TV's “Studio One’ Monday night 
(5), but it seemed too bad that 
the program had necessarily to be 
constricted to an hour's running 
time. While managing to get most 
ot the flavor of the Bard's bed- 
room farce into his adaptation, 
Worthington Miner, who also pro- 
duced. failed to bridge adequately 
the heroine’s change from the 
shrew into a loving wife. As a re- 
sult, it appeared at the final cur- 
tain as though Katherina had 
given in to her husband, Petruchio, 
only to get some food under her 
belt and that she might explode 
into one of her rages again at any 
| moment And that was .not the 
‘way Shakespeare wrote the play. 

Except tor that minor fault, the 
show was highly entertaining, with 
the cast playing it in a broad bur- 
lesque manner to milk its full 
laugh content Lisa Kirk, who 
plaved the younger daughter, 
Bianca, in “Kiss Me Kate,” 


the Broadway musical version of 
“Shrew.” made her stwaight dra- 
matic debut in the video show as 
Katherina and came through with 
an acceptable [ob She failed to 
project enough shading in the role 
in the first act but improved 
steadily through the program to 
score solidly with hei final, 
lengthy speech on the duties of a 
wife. Charlton Heston, video dis- 
covery who subsequently signed 
with film producer Hal Wallis, 
registered fully as Petruchio 
Hiram Sherman was fine as the 
father, Baptista: Sally Chamber- 
lain made for a prettv Bianca, and 
James Gannen and Henry Barnard 
fared well as her two. suitors 
Supporting cast. topped by Rudulf 
Watson as Gremio, and Don Mur- 
ray, Lewis Edmonds Artyur 
O'Connell and Carl Don. added to 
the fun 

tichard Rychtavrik provided ex- 
cellent, three-dimensional sets to 
background the production, and 
director Paul Nickell’s handling 


both of the cast and his cameras 
was standout Withal. the play. 
while not up to the standard set 
by Miner's first Shakespearean 
adaptation “Julius Caesar,” 
marked a noble followup to that 
Oise 

While “Ford TV Theatre” has 


presented more effective vehicles, 
its production of The Shining 
Hour” on CBS-TV last Fridav (2) 
made good video tare. The script, 
adapted from Keith Winter's play 
of 1934. had more appeal for 
femme viewers, being the story of 
two women in love with the same 
man, Margaret Lindsa vas 
Starred as Mariella Linden, who 


suddenly finds herself in a passion- 


ate aflair with her husband’s 
brother. while she doesn’t want to 
hurt her sister-in-law. Miss Lind- 
Say turned in a fine performance, 
as did Lois Wheeler as the sister- 
in-law who tragically commits sui- 
cide to free her husband. Richard 


Derr played the untaithful husband 
and, although doing a fair job, 
didn’t register the maturity the 


Supporting cast was headed by 


* celebrated. Betty Linley who was 


‘Ben Lackland 


|} frequent appearances since her 


| 
| (Th how) 
* Pole sad bs: FOU see eesce gene sed Hn @ Sara Berner $ 


incisive as 
spinster sister. 
was Mariella’s hus. 
band and Don Hammer the latter’ 
callow younger brother. 

Production was elaborate, as usy- 
al, and included miniature sets 
and use of a high camera for 
downward-angled shots. Standout 
scenes were a fight between Miss 
Lindsay and Miss Linley and 4 
tete-a-tete between La Lindsay 
and her sister-in-law. ; 


the domineering 





Ed Sullivan 
average taient lineup on his * 
of the Town” show Sunday 
(4) via CBS-TV and so had a 


ter-than-aver age program 


iia 


had a better-than- 


Toast 
night 

bet - 
Only 


really rough spot was the second 
successive appearance of Pat C., 
Flick, the dialectician who's ap- 
parently making a career out of 
heckling Sullivan. With his aged 
gags, Flick might be okay once 
every several months but twice in 
as many weeks is too often. Also 


marring the pacing somewhat were 
Joe and Lott Anders, a good cyclist- 
juggling act who were on too long 
for top impact 

Rest of the talent. though, 
push the program into 
position Comedienne 
Bright registered solidly with her 

‘Television Is Tough on Love” 
number, which she does in the cur- 
rent Broadway revue. “Tickets, 
Please.” Vocalist Patti Page sold 
a trio of tunes in top stvle, with 
okay production backing helping 
the finale. Ballerina Iva Kitchell 
was standout with her dance satire 


helped 
scoring 
Patricia 


and the Deep River Boys scored 
with their vocalistiecs, although 
they might better have done one of 


their spirituals in place of the sec- 


ond novelty number Lolo and 
Lita, imported from Latin Ameri- 
ca, were Okay in the old vaudeo 
idiom. 





Jane Austen’s “Sense and Sensi- 


bility” emerged as a stilted but 
nonetheless charmful show on 
NBC - TV’s “Philco “Playhouse” 
Sunday night (4). Stilted factor, 


of course, was inherent in the stiff 
dialog and mannerisms of the pre- 
Victorian England about’ which 
Miss Austen which have 
been translated too literally for 
modern-day TV audiences gut 
the tale of two attractive but 
broke gentle-ladies on the prowl 
for husbands, as adapted by H. R 


wrote 


Hays, carried a certain warm aura 
that sustained interest. 
Madge Evans, in one of her in- 


re- 
tirement from films about a decade 
ago, both looked and acted her 
role as the reserved elder sister, 
with Cloris Leachman dittoing as 
the less repressed younger girl 
John Baragrey was wasted in a 
role below his talents but scored 
nonetheless, as did Chester Strat- 
ton as the other suitor. Rest of 
the cast was also good, including 
Dora Clement, John Stephens 
Josephine Brown, Larry Hugo and 
Pat Hoslevy. Program bore the 
usual top production and direction 
trademarks of Fred Coe’ and 
Delbert Mann. 


Martin 


the 
edition 


Jerry Lewis 
on the 
late 


0 


page 38 


and 
“house” 
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on 


Dean 
fractured 
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FOR RENT 


2500 Sq. Ft. 
B’way at 50th St. 


Suitable for Theatrical Offices 
or Rehearsal Studios, etc. 


Will sub-divide 


210 W. 50th Room 300 
JU 6-2783 








m==IS YOUR FACE ...-—™ 
TOO BROAD FOR T.V.? 
Your face can be reshaped to photo 
genic proportions, quickly, by this 
newest scientific cosmetological tech 
nique, direct from Paris. 
Not a Make-up! 
Consultation without Obligation! 


ELISABETH UNGAR 365° 25:5: 


MU, 66-2120 
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*WBAL-TV leads too in popu- 
lur program ratings. The April 
survey of the American Re- 
search Bureau gives WBAL- 
TV most first place positions 
in evening hours, Sunday 
through Saturday. 














VIDEO—MAXIMA CUM LAUDE 


@ WBAL gratefully acknowledges the wholehearted co- 


operation of the Baltimore school sysiem in per 
technique which resulted in the citation in VARIETY’S 17th 
Annual Award as the foremost American station in the 


field of “Education by Television.”’ 





This award is still another exciting challenge to continue 
leadership in public service in the best traditions of the 
broadcast art — to put forth even greater effort on behalf 


of this all-important television endeavor. 


To this end WBAL* accedes again to the requests of Fed- 
eral, State and local school authorities and will hold its 
second Educators Television Clinic on October 23 to an- 


nounce further progress and new developments in this field. 





Both public and private educational leaders, os well as 
station operators, are invited to enroll now for this clinic, 
that the benefits of this station’s two years experience in 
“in class” instruction by television be shared with os many 


as possible. 


TELEVISION BALTIMORE 
WBAL-TV 

CHANNEL 11 

NBC Affiliate 


Nationally represented by EDWARD PETRY & CO., INC. 
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+ +¢¢¢4 > an NBC production facilities supervisor, now hanging his hat at Prock- AB ? E 
n 3 ter Productions. — “ . i dean ALL C y) CHI MADE 
> Ken Lynch, Santos Ortega, Ann Loring, Teresa Keane an yran 
From the Production Centres * Richards new to “David Harum” Ned Wever added to “Our Gal) SHOWS ON THRU SUMMER 
z Sunday” Sandy Strouse new “Siella Dallas” player....Al Hodge Chicago, J 
> joins “Lorenzo Jones” -MBS newscaster John Bosman now doing) & une 6, 
o+oe 44444 444466644646646446446464444644-% three daily news shows on WINS....Eugene Moss, ex-KMBC, Kansas Summer replacements 





IN NEW YORK CITY 


CBS’ William S. Paley tossing a Ritz-Carlton fete tonight (Wed.) for 
Jack Benny on the eve of the latter's Queen Mary-ing to London tor 


Palladium appearance Betty Tevis, WINS publicity 
asst. publicity special events director of WNEW. 


; dept 


his 
new 
replaces Mary Jadez in ABC’s news 


manager, 
Beryl Carter 
Sherman H. Drver Produc- 


tions has been incorporated as Dryer & Weenolsen Productions, with 
Robert Weenolsen exec v.p. 
Reverly Smith, director of “The Second Mrs. Burton” for Young & 


tubicam, has been appointed to succeed Lindsay MacHarrie, resigned, 


as supervisor of daytime radio Eleanor Kilgallen, casting director 
of CBS television, has taken over the AM casting and amas assign- 
ment, vacated by the resignation of Marge Morrow Treva Frazee 
returns to the cast of “Life Can Be Beautiful” Raymond “Cookoo 
Ciub” Knights expecting a second addition George Weist sharing 
direction of ABC's five-a-weeker, “Hannibal Cobb” William Gargan 
has taken option on Frank Conniff’s (Journal-American columnist) 
series, ““Windy Donahue, the Friendly Taxi Driver,” which he'll pack- 
age for TV and radio. Gargan looking for actor to handle title role. 


Hubbell Robinson, Jr., CBS program chief, 


to Wentworth-By-the-Sea, 


New Hampshire, over the weekend to preside at the New England af- 


filiates’ meet WFDR, N. Y., and WCFM, Washington, have an 


clusive on President Truman’s 


€xX\- 
American Newspaper Guild convention 


June 28 Thesper Ann Burr back from Virgin Isles’ vacation 
Mitchell Grayson’s new apartment decorated by Brett Morrison, “The 
Shadow” WOR’s Joe Creamer to direct the AM-TV clinic of the 
N. Y¥Y. Ad Club’s ’50-'51 course Allan Grey signed as new House- 
wives Protective League director It’s a girl for the Martin (WCBS) 
Weldons John Halpern, ex-Erwin, Wasey, now assistant AM-TY 
director for Pedlar & Ryan 

Ed Ehrich, formerly with ABC sales presentations in N. Y.. in 
Gotham for two weeks then back to Tahiti for permanent residence; 
savs the island’s only ulcer belongs to an insurance broker Actor 


Larry Blyden into ‘‘Mr. Roberts” on B’way 


WNJR disk jock Carl Ide 


made a survey showing 14 out of 15 listeners preferring instrumental 
platters to vocals. 

Hank Sylvern doing kid disk series for Caravan Records 
Burt Cowlan, new prexy ot Sky Top Summer Theatre, still taking 
thesping chores Joe De Santis, of “Brighter Day” cast, has some 
of his sculpture on exhibit in Rockefeller Center .William Ayres, 











WANTED 


TELEVISION 
SHORTS — FEATURES 


for 


MEXICO—CUBA—BRAZIL 
ALL LATIN AND 
SOUTH AMERICAN TERRITORIES 


SUBJECTS SUITED TO LATIN TEMPERAMENT 
AND PSYCHOLOGY CONSIDERED 





ENGLISH LANGUAGE—NO BARRIER 
WILL ADVANCE DUBBING COSTS 
SUBJECTS TO BE DUBBED 
INTO SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE 
T 
R. hk. O. CHURUBUSCO STUDIO, 
MENMICO CITY 





FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 


FRANK FOUCE 


PAN AMERICAN 


TELEVISION CORPORATION 


CALL OR WRITE 





127 S. Broadway Los Angeles 12, Calif. 
Tel. MU. 5713-MI. 1776 
SESS EK SOT SH Pwwe KS SSPASKESatas tes ERE RETA BEER 


a 











City, new WOR promotion writer....Mary Naughton added to WHLI 
scriptery and Stanley 

WPAT’s Milo Boulton made his 3,000th air interview last week, 
with Guy Lombardo, who also was his first subject....ABC commen- 
tator Henry J. Taylor is principal speaker at automotive engineering 
confab in French Lick, Ind., today 
of Great Kills, Staten Island, has beught 10-minute daily participation 
on WMCA’s “Fisherman’s Guide,” to promote its angling and vacation 
attractions. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Leith Stevens goes on staff at CBS to swing the baton on shows he 
inherits from Lud Gluskin, who’s making nine-week swing 
Net is also shy Wilbur Hatch, 
away from complete recovery from rmervous break- 


temporarily 
through Europe on his sabbatical. who is 
still a few months 
down NBC 


is being cleared for 


liked the Cass Daley audition record so well that time 


a summer selling job Pabst picked up “Life of 


season FCC headquarters down 
ve Brenner heading up the legal office and Bernard 


for another moved its Coast 


from Frisco, with J 


™ :) * 
Nile} 


Linden continuing in charge of engineering....Jimmy Saphier sent 
Maurice Zimm packing on a 2i-city tour to assemble material from 
police chiefs for his new series, “Somebody Knows,” summer replace- 


Frank Graham fulfilled his doc’s orders for a 
six-week respite and is back cooing into mikes....Hal Goodman will 
work with Jack Paar on ‘Take It Or Leave It” scripts .Don Thorn- 
burgh returned to Philly after picking up his $5,000 check for apprais- 
ing the Thomas Lee estate Ben Potts, headman in Hollywood for 
Lennen & Mitchell, took his pooch to a dog show with high hopes of a 
blue ribbon, One of the judges stepped on his paw and he limped off 
with a purple heart Ken Carson packed his guitar and scenic effects 
for a reunion in N. Y. with Garry Moore. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


George Creech has resigned 
fruit farm in the state of Washington. 
ager for Chi NBC national 
Herren, former WMAQ-WNB 
being filled by Ken Nelson up from traffic department New sales 
promotion manager at WBBM is Dave Kimble, moving over from 
WMAQ where he had been member of sales promotion staff for past 
three years Frann Weigle, WAIT staffer, has exited the station 
after five years to freelance in radio and teevee. His “Stop the Record” 
disk show started anew on WGN-TV Monday (5) .John Norton, ABC 
Chi veepee, and Mrs. Norton are vacationing this month with an auto 
trip through the south and southwest Chi NBC news and special 
events chief William Ray will lead a panel discussion on the use of 
radio and TV in public relations at the National Dairy Council here 
June 28... Hal Totten, WGN farm director, spent a busy two and half 
days at University of Illinois campus recording 94 separate interviews 
ot from five to seven minutes each for playback on his “Farm Hour” 
and “Today on the Farm” shows Jack Taylor, formerly with KMBC 
Kansas City, is new staff announcer at WCFL. Art Hellyer, from 
WMIL, Milwaukee, is taking over 18-week summer replacement stint 
on same station Don McNeill and the ABC “Breakfast Club” crew 
will make annual New York migration week of June 19-23. Morning 
Stanza will be aired from deck of naval carrier U.S.S. Enterprise June 
20 After June 23 show from the Queen Mary dock, McNeill and 
family leave for a six weeks’ European vacation Ruth Moore, Com- 
munity Fund radio director, is emceeing publie service stint, “Here's 
the Story,” aired Thursday mornings on WAAF....Bill Duane, ex- 
WBBM staffer, joins WLS announcing staff ABC's “Music With the 
Girls,’ emceed by Mary Ellen Domm, is originating from Chicago this 
month Myrtle Stahl, WGN's director of education, repped station 
and Mutual at annua! confab of Assn. of Women Broadcasters at Cleve- 


ment for “Suspense” 


14 NBC 
His post as sales service man- 
has been taken over Vern 


manager. Latter slot being 


after vears with to operate a 


spot saies bs 


sales traftic 


iand last week Sob Atcher is singing headliner on WLS’ “The Q.E. 
tanch,” aired at 7:15 p.m.. Monday, Wednesday and Friday for the 
Hubinger Co Bill Wilson is new member of WGN public relations 
staff. 
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tures each week. Incl ded in these this city from the east nor is there 


Burns new announcer at the Hempstead station | here with all seven ABC Chi orig- 


(Wed.)....Chamber of Commerce | 


present 
no problem to ABC tele producers 


ination shows scheduled to remain 
on through the hot weather 
months. Web’s major Chi enter- 
prise, the hour-long Sunday “Super 
Circus,” will stay on although 
losing its three participating spon- 
sors for eight-week hiatuses. M & 
M Candies leaves “Circus” June 
18 through Aug. 6. Peters Shoe 
Co. (Weatherbird Shoes) is off 
June 11 through July 30. Canada 
Dry expected to take a hiatus 
after July 2. 
night boxing and Wed- 
night wrestling shows and 
night “Dr. Fixum” will re- 
on the net as co-op deals, 
Pan Alley TV,” “Majority 
and “Carolyn Gilbert’ 
will continue as sustainers. 
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eel 
it leases from WOR-TYV, NBC is not 
too cramped now for dramatie 


show space, Weaver said, although 
he emphasized that the web’s long- 
range planning includes either the 
buying or building of more studio 
facilities. He doubted that NBC 
will ever go for a “Television City’ 
plan, which has long been proposed 
as a method of solving the space 
problems of all TV stations and net- 
works, on the contention that a va- 
riety show plays better from the 
stage of an actual theatre. 

Pointing up NBC's need for more 
space next fall in N. Y., Weaver 
confirmed reports that the “Jack 
Carter Show,” first hour of the 
Saturday Night Revue,” will move 
from Chicago to N. Y. in the falk 
Web also will have its top-budget- 
ed, hour-long variety show in the 
8 to 9 slot Wednesday night, which 
is to feature some of the top-name 
comedians on a rotating basis. In 
aadition, the network will begin 
daytime operations from 3 to 6 p.m. 
daily in the fall. All these, coupled 
with the programs now being aired, 
sich as Milton Berle’s “Texaco Star 
Theatre,” the Anchor-Hocking 
show, etc.. make more space a 
prime necessity, 


As for Hollywood’s supplanting 
N. Y. as the chief program origi- 


nation point for TV, Weavex doubts 
that will happen until the coaxial 
cable is extended from coast to 
coast. Even then, he said, Holly- 
wood will produce no more shows 
than it now does for radio. The 
top personalities, who have the say 
in deciding whether they'll live in 
N. Y. or on the Coast, will probably 
insist on having their programs 
originate in Hollywood. But the 
majority of day-to-day progran- 
ming will continue to emanate from 
N. Y., Weaver thinks. 















































are the “Hopalong Cassidy” films any connection with the northern 
and a large group of Tim McCoy part of California. Los Angeles is 
pix. KTLA recently inked McCoy isolated and must supply its own 
to an exclusive contract and has programming other than those 
built a show around him and his kinescopes fed to the four stations } 
westerns In addition outlet runs with web affiliations. 
five features weekly. There are now popping up _ in- 
The first run features and west- stances of film owners offering 
erns have disappeared from this their wares for outright sale. Price 
market almost entirely. Occasion- on these pix ranges from $5.000 
ally a single first run film sneaks per single picture to $250,000 for 
through but otherwise these films four films controlled by Sam Courtesy of M-G . 
are second runs and a great many Bischoff. Bischoff is sounding out ‘THE GREAT RUPERT 
of them are being shown for the the stations on four films he con- For Seorse Fal Prods. 
third and fourth time locally. trols and wants to turn over to TV Every Erida; Nite. $:30° DS. 

. . y Nite, 9:30 D.S.T., NBE 
Paradoxically, these films are be- completély. Pictures. “Pitfall.” Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
ing leased for more coin now than “Man-Eater of Kumavn.” “In- 1 
they were on first runs True, trigue” and “Outpost in Morocco” = 
there are more than twice as many were made between 1947 and 096060 SS 
receivers in use now than there Obvious problem with the sale of Sarah Berner’s Voice as 
were nine months ago but the these films is clearance of musical ESTHER HOROWITZ 
basic factor in the rise of lease soundtrack with James C. Petrillo. (Of “Life With Luigi” Show) 
prices ut? yt primarily the will- Petrillo’s contract with motion bic- 1S SWITCHING TO | 
ingness of stations to take any- ture producers bars anv films fr ” 
thing they can lay their hands on, seine on TV with jens Pres cara | SARA’ S PRIVATE CAPER 
Because of the shortage of mate- expressly for motion picture exhi- |! (The Sara Berner Show) 
rial, pictures now being beamed by bition. || NBC, Thurs. June 15, 10:30 P.M. EOT 
one station have already been =F ee —<——— = 
booked by another outlet for tele- en — ; 
casting during the le‘ter part of 
the year. 

Price on the one time beaming 
of the films ranges from $80 to STOP! A TOP 
$250 tor westerns and from $150 ‘ POP MAN 
to $1,000 for features. “Hopalong 
Cassidy” films are the exception, 
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one time telecast. Noe other mar- 

ket in the country is laying out Formerly composer-arranger, network talent scout, he has produced-directed 
this much coin for old footage radio's best pop musicals for the past 11 years. 

which dates back to 1931 and runs heads the pgm. dept. of one of the country’s top shows. 


up to 1945. One reason for the eXx- 154 West 46th Street, New York 19. 
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NBC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


MELCHIOR, KAPELL, MAYNOR, 
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SUNDAY EVENINGS 8:30>.». 
NBC NETWORK 


Every Sunday, June I! through Sept. 3 


GEORGE HICKS Speaking for U.S. Steel 
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+¢¢¢44 an NBC production facilities supervisor, now hanging his hat at Prock- | ALL ABC’S CHI-MADE 
3 ter Productions. | 
° + Ken Lynch, Santos Ortega, Ann Loring, Teresa Keane and Grant | SHOWS ON THRU S 
rom t e 0 uction i res + Riehards new to “David Harum”... Ned Wever added to “Our Gal | MER 
2 Sunday”....Sandy Strouse new “Stella Dallas” player....Al Hodge Chicago, June 6 
+ joins “Lorenzo Jones”....MBS newscaster John Bosman now doing | e 
+o 4494444 4646464646446666644646464464444¢+% three daily news shows on WINS....Eugene Moss, ex-KMBC, Kansas Summer replacements present 
City, new WOR promotion writer....Mary Naughton added to WHLI no problem to ABC tele producers 
INV NEW YORK CITY... scriptery and Stanley Burns new announcer at the Hempstead station | here with all seven ABC Chi orig. 
| : ' sia , ae ee WPAT’s Milo Boulton made his 3,000th air interview last week, jnation shows scheduled to remain 
CBS’ William 5. Paley tossing a Ritz-Carlton fete tonight (Wed.) for \ith Guy Lombardo, who also was his first subject....ABC commen- 5, through the hot weather 
Jack Benny on the eve of the latter's Queen Mary-ing to London for tator Henry J. Taylor is principal speaker at automotive engineering jonths. Web's major Chi bt 
his Palladium appearance... Betty Tevis, WINS publicity manager. confab in French Lick, Ind., today (Wed.)....Chamber of Commerce | prise, the hour-long Sunday “Super 
new asst. publicity special events director of WNEW... .Bery! . arter of Great Kills, Staten Island, has beught 10-minute daily participation ©Gjpeys” will stay on althouch 
replaces Mary Jadez in ABC’s news dept... Sherman H. Dryer Produc- on WMCA's “Fisherman’s Guide,” to promote its angling and vacation losing its three participating spon 
tions has been incorporated as Dryer & Weenolsen Productions, With attractions. sors for eight-week hiatuses M & 
Robert Weenolsen exec v.p. | M Candies leaves “Circus” June ‘ 
severly Smith, director of “The eit Pia 2 got for Young ry IN HOLLYWOOD ... 18 through Aug. 6. Peters Shoe { 
Rubicam. has been appointed to succeed Lindsay MacHarrie, resignec i —* ; Cr Teatherbird >S is off 
a nannarriate at aegtaae radio ; Eleanor Kilgallen, casting director Leith Stevens goes on staff at CBS to swing the baton on shows he — ‘4 ieee Suly 30. Ca “ 
aS a, ‘ ‘ : a are ; : : “ . . : ‘ . , ‘ ‘ough July 30, anad: 
of CBS television, has taken over the AM casting and audition assign- temporarily inherits from Lud Gluskin, who’s making nine-week swing p py js expected to take a ea 
ment, vacated by the resignation of Marge Morrow ey —— through Europe on his sabbatical. Net is also shy Wilbur Hatch, who is after July 2. 
“‘— . > - se Fs 8. ~~ if fo - on me ) ROO . ¥ 
returns to the cast oe Life ¢ — Be Beautiful i —— ‘st a i still a few months away from compl!ete recovery from rrervous break- Tuesday night boxing and Wed- 
Ciub” Knights expecting a second addition George Weist sharing : 2 . ve 1) 4 lav nicl thi } 3 
direction of ABC's five-a-weeker, “Hannibal Cobb” William Gargan down....NBC liked the Cass Daley audition record so well that time nesday night wrestling shows and 
has taken option on Frank Conniff’s (Journal-American columnist) is being cleared for a summer selling job Pabst picked up “Life of Sunday — or Fixum” will a 
t # : wis Rae pee ys ' a eS PC skip ‘ , main on the net as co-op de: 
series, ‘“‘Windy Donahue, the Friendly Paxi Driver,” which he'll pack Riley” for another season FCC moved its Coast headquarters down in Pa te pad c sa 
age for TV and radio. Gargan looking for actor to handle title role. ¢r9m Frisco, with Joe Brenner heading up the legal office and Bernard Rules” and ‘Carolyn Gilbert” 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr., CBS program chief, to Wentworth-By-the-Sea, Linden continuing in charge of engineering....Jimmy Saphier sent seems will continue as Pt sad 
New Hampshire, over the weekend to preside at the New England af- Maurice Zimm packing on a 2\-city tour to assemble material from : S sus s. 
filiates’ meet WEDR. N. Y., and WCFM, Washington, have an ex- police chiefs for his new series, “Somebody Knows,” summer replace- = 
clusive on President Truman’s American Newspaper Guild convention ment for “Suspense”....Frank Graham fulfilled his doc’s orders for a 
June 28 Thesper Ann Burr back from Virgin Isles’ vacation six-week respite and is back cooing into mikes....Hal Goodman will ]} NBC Buys Hudson 
Mitchell Grayson’s new apartment decorated by Brett Morrison, ‘The work with Jack Paar on “Take It Or Leave It” scripts....Don Thorn- | 
Shadow" WOR's Joe Creamer to direct the AM-TV clinic of the burgh returned to Philly after picking up his $5,000 check for apprais- | Loe, Continued from page 29 =! 
N. Y. Ad Club’s ’50-’51 course Allan Grey signed as new House- ing the Thomas Lee estate Ben Potts, headman in Hollywood for . een y 1 a 
wives Protective League director It’s a girl for the Martin (WCBS) Lennen & Mitchell, took his pooch to a dog show with high hopes of a a a iar nee 
Weldons John Halpern, ex-Erwin, Wasey, now assistant AM-TV blue ribbon. One of the judges stepped on his paw and he limped off cae ace Wied boo alth sik 
director for Pedlar & Ryan with a purple heart Kea Carson packed his guitar and scenic effects eg es a a that the web's ae 
. " ° > . - * ae — 2:8 . y , ° £ . “+ H My N ¢ 4 . — AY 2 i . ao , . , 7. 
“3 ~— vag chang “ivi oo ; Rare giect one ad 2 , in for a reunion in N. Y. with Garry Moore range planning includes either the 
Gotham for two weeks then back to Tahiti for permane ‘esidence; > buying or building of more studio 
says the island's only ulcer belongs to an insurance broker actor IN CHICAGO o¢ e facilities. He doubted that NBC 
rato Blyden rig Minch ergri ." 4 ae os bie anc pried wnat George Creech has resigned after 14 years with NBC to operate a Will ever go fora Bh oviegnec City” 
made a survey showing oul oO steners ; struments A Seam . . é as zy bee 4 se 
platters to saenee fruit farm in the state of Washington. His post as sales service man- ges Mt 0 af cullen ac tame 
Hank Sylvern doing kid disk series for Caravan Records ager for Chi NBC national spot saies has been taken over by Vern problems of all TV stations and net- 
Burt Cowlan, new prexy of Sky Top Summer Theatre, still taking Herren, former WMAQ-WNBQ sales traffic manager. Latter slot being works, on the contention that 2 va- 
thesping chores Joe De Santis, of “Brighter Day”’ cast, has some peing filled by Ken Nelson up from traffic department....New sales riety show plays better from the 
ot his sculpture on exhibit in Rockefeller Center..,.William Ayres, promotion manager at WBBM is Dave Kimble, moving over from | Stage of an actual theatre. 
— —— —— aes : WMAQ where he had been member of sales promotion staff for past Pointing up NBC's need for more 
three years Frann Weigle, WAIT staffer, has exited the station | space next fall in N. Y., Weaver 
alter five years to freelance in radio and teevee. His “Stop the Record” confirmed reports that the “Jack 
disk show started anew on WGN-TV Monday (5)....John Norton, ABC | Carter Show,” first hour of the 
Chi veepee, and Mrs. Norton are vacationing this month with an auto “Saturday Night Revue,” will move 
trip through the south and southwest Chi NBC news and special from Chicago to N. Y. in the falk 
events chief William Ray will lead a panel discussion on the use of Web also will have its top-budget- 
radio and TV in public relations at the National Dairy Council here ed, hour-long variety show in the 
June 28... Hal Totten, WGN farm director, spent a busy two and half , 8 to 9 slot Wednesday night, which 


days at University of Illinois campus recording 94 separate interviews is to feature some of the top-name 


ot from five to seven minutes each for playback on his “Farm Hour” | ¢omedians on a rotating basis. In 
and *“‘Today on the Farm” shows Jack Taylor, formerly with KMBC, | aadition, the network will begin 
Kansas City, is new staff announcer at WCFL. Art Hellyer, from daytime operations from 3 to 6 p.m 
WMIL, Milwaukee, is 18-week s repli ; daily in the fall. All these, coupled 


is taking ove summer replacement stint 
on same station Don McNeill and the ABC “Breakfast Club” crew , with the programs now being aired, 


will make annual New York migration week of June 19-23. Morning stich as Milton Berle’s “Texaco Star 
oa stanza will be aired from deck of naval carrier U.S.S. Enterprise June | Theatre,” the Anchor-Hocking 
. 20 After June 23 show from the Queen Mary dock, McNeill and | show, etc... make more space a 


family leave for a six weeks’ European vacation .Ruth Moore, Com- prime necessity. 
munity Fund radio director, is emceeing public service stint, “Here's As for Hollywood’s supplanting 
the Story,” aired Thursday mornings on- WAAF....Bill Duane, ex-|N, Y. as the chief program origi 
\ OVGS 7 p \ B > A771] WBBM staffer, joins WLS announcing staff. r ABC’s “Music With the nation point for TV, Weaver doubts 
li Xl | IA—DIV Girls,” emceed by Mary ENlen Domm, is originating from Chicago this that will happen until the coaxial 
month....Myrtle Stahl, WGN’s divector of education, repped station cable is extended from coast to 
YWAT AI and Mutual at annual confab of Assn. of Women Broadcasters at Cleve- | coast. Even then, he said, Holly- 
Al | | \] i\ AND land last week. Bob Atcher is singing headliner on WLS’ “The Q.E. wood will produce no more shows 
Ranch,” aired at 7:15 p.m.. Monday, Wednesday and Friday for the than it now does for radio. The 


SOUTH AMER CAN TERRITORIES — Co..... Bill Wilson is new member of WGN public relations a besides anatase tea jig 
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UNITED STATES STEEL HOUR 


wofeunmer Coneeilé 


NBC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


MELCHIOR, KAPELL, MAYNOR, 
MERRILL, TRAUBEL, CONLEY 
















With such distinguished soloists as: 





SUNDAY EVENINGS 8:30>.n. 
NBC NETWORK 


Every Sunday, June I] through Sept. 3 






GEORGE HICKS Speaking for U.S. Steel 
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Tele Folllow-Ups 








Anchor-Hocking show. Zanies, who 
came over from the Copacabana, 
N. Y., from which they doubled, 
put on a laugh-laden show which 
depended exclusively on them. 
Their click again emphasized the 
fact that under its present format, 
only a top personality can get the 
hour program moving. There isn't 


any production to speak of, in 
keeping with the informality the 
stanza tries to establish. It sug- 
gests that it’s an off-the-cuff pro- 
cedure, which is okay as long as 
there are strong enough personal- 
ities to carry it, but there aren't 
many available headliners that 
hold up for too long a time. 
Martin and Lewis worked no dif- 
ferently than they do at the Copa 
It's an act that has the appearance 
of improvisation, but since they're 
essentially a colorful and zany duo, 
anything went. For example, thes 
put in a couple of plugs for an 
imported car, which had the ap- 
pearance of plugging the auto so 


that they could get free samples 
for themselves ‘same has been ob- 
tained since). It wasn’t orthodox 
tele, but it was funny coming from 
them. 


tiein with the Memorial 
last Tuesday night (30), 
“Fireside Theatre” pre- 
sented a half-hour film featurette 
based on Edward Everett Hale's 
“Man Without a Country Pro- 
duced in Hollywood by 


For a 
Day motif 
NBC-TV’s 


Frank Wis- 
bar under the aegis of Bing Crosby 

















In 1925 the first motion pic- 
ture film was successfully 
transmitted by a television 
signal, 
* 
Blair-TV Inc. was the first 
exclusive representative of 
television stations. The first 
company to recognize and 
act on the television sta- 
tions’ real need for hard 
hitting, single minded, ex- 
clusive representation, 
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Enterprises, the picture was pitched 
too much to the grade-school level 
of patriotism to achieve maximum 
dramatic impact. While it might 
have served as a reminder to view- 
ers of the value of their American 
heritage, it was adapted much too 
literally. 

Apparently confronted with the 
difficult task of compressing the 
tale into a half-hour version, Wis- 
bar provided too little motivation 
for his hero’s self-renunciation of 
citzenship and then indulged too 
much in flagwaving. Story picked 
up the h arrested on a treason 
charge and sentenced to spend the 
rest of his life aboard U. S. men- 
of-war with all mention of Americ: 
denied him, for having denounced 
his country at ourt-martial 

John Warburton turned in 
good thesping performance in 
lead role and was given a 
sist by a cast of familiar Holly- 
wood supporting players. Procter 
& Gamble commercial inserted at 
the halfway point in the story com- 
pletely broke the mood of the 
prece. 


‘ro 


his ¢ 


ies 


the 
neat as- 


Joe Laurie, Jr., kept well ahead 
of the panel of gabbing femmes on 
NBC-TV’s “‘Leave It to the Girls” 
Sunday night (4). Gifted with the 
capacity to chatter along with the 
best of them, Laurie was so obvi- 
ly eager uphold the men’s 
of the various problems and 
questions posed that he dispensed 
almost entirely with the signal 
horn customarily used by the male 
guests to break into the female 
gabfest. He also came up with 
some very funny cracks, which had 
his femme competitors yocking 
much as the audience. Topper was 
his claim that the instead of 
wearing low neck-lines, are now 
| wearing low waistlines. 

Girls, as usual on this program, 
unsheathed their claws to ride the 
male population into the ground 
and also. as usual, looked beau- 
teous enough to make the men give 
up without too much of a struggle. 
Maggi MecNellis, as moderator, did 
a neat job of keeping the partici- 
pants within bounds. Panel com- 
prised Florence Pritchett, Eloise 
McElhone, Dorothy Kilgallen and 
Pat Burrage, latter this vear’s 
“Miss Rheingold” in her initial ap- 
pearance on the show. 


ore)luy ty 
UUSLY tO 


side 


as 


gals, 





Milton Berle’s “Texaco Star 
Theatre” is apparently easing up 
towards the finish line, its summer 
hiatus starting in two weeks. On 
his stanza last Tuesday night (30) 
via NBC-TV, the comedian not 


only reprised some of the gags and 
grimaces of his previous shows 
but also repeated two of his pre- 
vious skits, altered only slightly, 
and many pieces of business. In 
addition, Martha Raye, as his chief 
guestar, permitted her frenzied 
zanvisms to get so far out of line 
that they often approached the 
vulgar—such as her 
ting into the mike and leaning back- 
wards on her piano for the camera 
to focus down her decolletage. It's 
stuff like this that’s certain to get 
the censors perking up their blue- 
noses at TY. 

Berle and Miss Raye took over 
most of the show. Femme did a 
solo, winding up with her ‘Mr. 
Paganini” which, at least, drew 
yocks from the studio audience. Duo 
then satirized ballet in a “Dying 
Swan” number that started off well 
with the legit terping of Marge 
Banks. Two got together again in 
|a rehash of Berle’s western bar- 
room skit, complete even to the 
| gag of having someone toss flour 
in his face everytime he peered 
out the swinging doors. Mike Ma- 
zurki guested in this but had little 
to do. For the finale, Berle, Miss 
Raye and most of the cast came 


out for a mass impersonation of 
Charlie Chaplin, which was okav. 
Harmonicist Stan Fisher regis- 


tered fairly well with a couple of 
tunes, although he seems to be 
bypassing the melodies in favor of 
his facial contortions and hand 
movements. Robert Merrill did his 
usual capable baritoning job on 
“Old Man River” for one of the 
few bright spots on the program. 


| ae — 


| Bergen | 
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and 12 of radio, said he is eager 
for the TV bow. A lighting test 
made on the Coast last month 
| showed Effie Clinker emerging as 
/a stronger personality than Morti- 
mer Snerd and the need for toning 
down the dummies’ makeup. He’!l 
/use a fourth partner, the full- 
| length dancing doll Podine, in the 
| tele series. 
Success of puppet and marion- 
| ette shows in TV indicates their 
“dppeal “for Both kids “drfd ‘ddults; 


habit of spit- | 


Bergen feels. “Some of the pup- 
pet work is fine and some is bad, 
but even the latter is often good 


entertainment,” he said. He add- 
ed that a 25-minute comedy 
travelog, “Charlie McCarthy in 


Sw den,” which Cal Interests shot 
in color in the Scandinavian coun- 
try two years ago, will be released 
next month by Warners. 
Hollywood, Bergen believes, has 
to respect tele for the 
medium it is. Producers, 


to the low budgets video 
with. Talent tied to picture con- 
tracts is out of TV for the time be- 


ing, but as work eases up thespers 
are evidencing more and more Iin- 
terest in telensing 





New Seattle Plan, 
Testing Ad Sales, 
~ To Get Nati Use 


Seattle, June 6. 
of a new research 
recently evolved by Rogan 
KVOS, BeMingham, and 
Ward, local researcher, 
which measures the comparative 
results of radio and newspaper ad- 
vertising, is now being made avail- 
able on a nationwide commercial 
basis. Name of the new outfit is 
Advertising Research Bureau, inc. 
ARBI) and officers include Fred- 
erick E. Baker, local agency head, 
president; Jones and Ed Craney, 
head of Pacific Northwest Broad- 
casters (KXLY, Spokane; KXUL, 
Portland; KVLL, Missoula; KXLJ, 
Helena, and KXLQ, Bozeman), 
The new 
has shown 


A pplication 
method, 
Jones, 
Joseph 


method, which far 
that radio advertising 
is best, dollar for dollar, for re- 
tailers, makes use of trained inter- 
viewers to spot-check at point of 
sale to measure advertising results. 
They question only those who have 
completed the purchase of the ad- 
vertised item or who have asked 
abeut it and turned away without 
Luying 

In the usual test the retailer 
picks an item in his store for ad- 
vertising and spends _ identical 
amounts for simultaneous promo- 
tion in radio and newspaper adver- 
tising. Then the interviewers 
check shoppers who come in for 
the item and determine whether 
newspaper or radio or something 
else brought them in. 

In the 16 surveys 
six Northwest cities 
renvortedly outpulled 
advertising decisively. Radio drew 
nearly twice as many shoppers as 
newspapers and the radio-inspired 
shoppers spent nearly three times 
as much on the advertised items as 


SO 


conducted in 
so far radio 
newspaper 


An average of about 


powerful | 
he re-| 
ports, are worried about adjusting | 
works | 


dia newspaper-promoted shoppers. | 
75 shoppers | 


were questioned in each of the ini- | 


tiai tests, but a recent test for 
chain food store used 2,500 inter- 
Views. 


A cumulative summary of the 16 
surveys showed radio advertising 
brought in 581 shoppers’ who 
bought or asked about the adver- 
tised item; this was 40.4°> of the 
shoppers interviewed, Newspapers 
brought in 304 shoppers or 21.2°. 
Shoppers who recalled both radio 
and newspaper ads numbered 206, 
or 14.35 Those who came in be- 
cause of some other reason totaled 


346, or 24.1% 
Expenditures for test advertis- 
ing varied widely, running from 


$14 in radio and $14 in newspaper 
to $193 in each medium. The aver- 
age was less than $100. 
Reasons why radio 
spent more than newspaper 
pers is being studied, according to 
Ward. One factor was expendi- 
tures for higher-priced items, such 
as appliances and floor-coverings. 
Ward also believes that radio pulls 
from a larger area, thus bringing 
in rural customers who might 
make larger purchases when they 
did go to a city for shopping 
Items in the surveys varied 
greatly, including floor furnaces. 


shop- 


refrigerators, lingerie, men’s suits. 
books. ete. 
It is expected that the Ward 


technique will be used in testing 
copy to determine selling and re- 
membrance values. Surveys to 
date reveal high remembrance for 
sound effects in the signature. An- 
other use is the comparing of rates 


The only survey in the first 16 
which showed newspaper outpull- 
ing radio dollar for dollar, re- 


vealed that the radio station's rates 
were out of line. As a result of 
this finding the owner immediately 
*began’ a°raté “revision... *°"*"°**"* 


shoppers 


Quiz Shows G 
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Buenos Aires, May 27, 


Radio departments of local advertising agencies have been thrown 
into a turmoil this week by a government decree prohibiting any 


more quiz programs on the Argentine radio networks. 


The official 


explanation of the ban is that the quiz shows are far from educa- 


tional and only lead to 


“frivolous” 


and “unedifying” dialog be- 


tween the emcees and participants. 
Actually, the cause of the ban was a political incident a fortnight 


ago on Radio Mundo, during a peak listening hour, 
(Mate tea) 
when the winner announced his prize would go 


show sponsored by Salus 


Ignacio de Soroa, 


on a quiz 


and emceed by film actor 


to the anti-government socialist fund. 


As a consequence, audience participation shows 


the doghouse 
North 

had 

programs 


their 
erl@ is 


have barely a week in 


you” 
years 


ne 
aa 


whose ‘5,000 pesos for 
feature for over four 
Argent 


handling and witty 


ratings nf an: ; 
RCLIBIBRSO VA Aly A 
r 


programs, 


Lever Bros.’ 
Bell Tolls” 


American advertising firms have been hard hit, 
which 
Listeners are indignant, 


favorite radia entertainments 
favorite radio entertainments. 


repartee of emcee 
to be paid in postal savings stamps, 


in general are in 


as they 
to look around for substitute 
as they are deprived of one of 
Hardest hit of all is Kolynos, 


quiz programs have been a regular 
and had 
radio feature, 


one of the highest Hooper- 
mainly due to the smooth 
Ivan Casado. As prizes had 
instead of cash, on all the quiz 


the Postal Savings Bank will be one of the major losers. 
Radio Mundo was penalized in yet anoth®r way recently, 

broadcasts of a serialized version of 
was cut without explanation at about the 20th episode. 


when 


“For Whom the 


Listeners were left wondering why they were never allowed to hear 


this radio version out 
from one evening to the other. 
the story was suddenly 
broadcast over 





to the end 
The axe was wielded as a result of 
a protest in government quarters by 
deemed 
the Belgrano network some years 


and another drama substituted 
the Spanish ambassador, 
although it 


ago. 


80 


immoral, had been 








Pan Am TV Dickers 


For Pix, Filmed Vidshows. KFI-TV ISLAND REMOTES 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Pan American Television, through | 
Frank negotiating with 
Monogram Pictures, Hal Roach and 
the L.A newly-formed dis- 
tribution for filmed 
TV prog motion 
features. 

Fouce said that he has been dick- 
ering with Steve Broidy, Mono- 
gram prexy, for the leasing of 300 
studio pix made between 1933 and 
1945. Deal, which is near the ink- 
ing point, will call for Pan Ameri- 
can to pay a flat sum to Mono, 
plus a royalty on films used. These 
pictures, for the most part, have 
been beamed in this country. Also 
in the works is a deal for pix made 
from 1946 onward. 

Fouce said Pan American will 
have to trim the music soundtracks 
from these later films because of 
the 1946 agreement between the 
film firms and James C. Petrillo, 
which prohibits music soundtrack 
made for pictures being used on 
television. This will not be a prob- 
lem to the firm as dialog tracks 
will be sliced from the films and 
Spanish chatter dubbed in for 
showing in Mexico and South 
America, 

Fouce is also near 
stage, with Roach for 
ers and 48 features. 


Fouce, is 


Times 
corporation 
rams and 


the inking 
275 two-reel- 





Circling the Kilocycles 


Cleveland—Sidney Andorn, con- 
sultant adviser at WERE, will di- 
rect a course in “Applied Broad- 
casting Arts,” at Cleveland College 
this summer. A four-hour credit 
course, the class will be iimited to 
15 students, and will offer ‘a prac- 
tical demonstration” of  radio’s 
fundamentals including spot news 
reports, sports, selling, transcrip- 
tion work, ete. 





Chicago—Movie Advertising Bu- 


reau added to its national sales 
staff John B. Holmes, former Chi 
media director of McCann-Erick- 
son, and Edwin J. Hughes, Jr., 
Foote, Cone & Belding account 
exec, 


Fort Wayne—Fred Smith, 
jockey and_ sports 
WKJG, Fort Wayne, 
to join the radio 
staff of WEFBM, 
tive June 15, 
Paul Roberts 
tured in disk 
have a 
show. 


disk 
announcer at 
has resigned 
and television 
Indianapolis, effec- 
succeeding the late 
Smith will be fea- 
jockey shows and will 
weekly half-hour television 


Nashville 


John MeDonald, 
WSM farm director, will tour Eu- 
rope this fall with the National 
Rural Youth Group of the Ameri- 
can Farm Bureau Federation. Mak- 
ing the trip at the request of the 
Youth Group, he will represent the 
14 stations of the Clear Channel 
Broadcasting Service, 


picture 


remotes 
heavy overhead involved in getting 
to and from the Island. 
Station was alternating the Island 
telensing with 
L.A. 


its crews 


shows 
| street 
day 
event 
an 


cast, 
ducer 


and board while there. Also tele- 
phone cost KFI $125 each three- 
day tober 


| TRANSPORT FEES KILL 


Hollywood, June 6. 
KFI-TV. has killed its 


from Catalina because 


its beaming 
Angels baseball games. 
KFI-TV was videoing 

from Catalina, 
corner program 
afternoons, 
on Saturday 


on 


afternoons, 
Station, 


weekend 
of 


of the 


three 
beaming a 
Satur- 
a different Island 
evenings and 
audience-participation program 
on Sunday 
in order to get all the 
details in line prior to each tele- 
had to send its crew and pro- 
to Catalina on Friday. This 
meant pay for the entire crew for 
three and one-half days plus room 
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CENTRAL PLAZA 


REHEARSAL HALLS 
Meeting Rooms 
2nd Avenue at 7th St. 
Centrally Located 
2 blocks east of John Wanamaker's 








40 pedern Rehearsal Halls 40 


PIANOS 
SPACIOUS @ AIRY 
REASONABLE RATES 
Cool Grand Ball Room Available 
For Arena Type Theatre 


JULY-AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 
Flat rental or percentage arrangement. 
24-foot high - no pillars - 700 capacity. 


Groups . . . Individual 
ALlgenquin 4-9800 











CONTACT LENSES 


Amazing New Small 
‘Tuohy’ Corneal Lens 


NO FLUID REQUIRED 
NO MOLD NECESSARY 
NO IRRITATION 
CAN BE WORN ALL DAY 
INVISIBLE 


COURMETTES & GAUL 


OPTICIANS, INC. 
55 West 49th St., RCA Bidg., N. Y. ©. 
Circle 7-0988 
Eyes Examined 
Complete Optical Service 





Established 1905 





HELEN WILSON 
| “SARA’S PRIVATE CAPER” 





Sarah ‘Berner’s $s Voice as 


(Of Amos ‘n’ Andy Show) 


IS SWITCHING TO 


| 


i (The Sara Berner Show) 
NBC, Thurs., June 15, 10: 30 P.M., eoT 
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SEVENTH’SMASH COMEDY WEEK! 
MINSKY'S RIALTO, Chicago 


Thanks to MR. HAROLD. MINSKY, 0... cee of 


Available for Television 
Direct Booking 
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AIR ROAD GAMES ONLY, 


SEZ ST. PAUL MANAGER 


Minneapolis, June 6. 

Mel Jones, St. Paul ‘American 
Assn.) baseball  club’s 
manager, has something new in the 
way of a television suggestion. 
While not blaming TV fer the at- 
tendance slump in Minneapolis 
and St. Paul, he proposes that only 
the road games be televised. With 
the opening of the coaxial cable to 
the Twin Cities shortly, Jones’ 
plan would be feasible. At present 


both Minneapolis and St. Paul 
home baseball games are being 


televised. 
Jones thinks his plan would give 
baseball an apparently needed shot 


in the arm. A ecatch might be to 
get other American Assn. clubs to 
join in the reciprocal agreement 
necessary, he admits The plan 
not only would answer the ques- 
tion of whether TV is’ hurting 
home attendance. but also would 
bolster interest in the game, in 


Jones’ opinion. 


St. Louis’ WIL Signs Its 
First AFRA Contract 


St. Louis. June 6. 
For the first time in its 28 vears 
of operation, WIL. an indie-owned 
station and one of the oldest in 
this town, last week signed an 
AFRA contract that covers its five 
gabbers and any singers or actors 


who may be emploved by the sta- 
tion in the future. The one-year 
pact was inked Friday ‘2) after 


prolonged powwows that began last 
January, 
The contract is 


Similar to those 


that AFRA has in effect at four 
other local stations, KMOX, 
KXOK, KWK and KSD, fixing a 


minimum of $72.10 wage per week. 
New employees must join the union 
as a condition of holding the job. 
Employees at the station had ap- 
proved AFRA as their bargaining 
agent and had voted for the union 
shop in elections conducted by 
NLRB. The station at one time 
used musicians and actors, but this 
policy has been discontinued for 
several years, the air programs be- 


ing 


general | 


/of Des Moines. In 


WHO Sued by Farmer 


In Blasting Accident TESTS IN COLUMBUS, 0. 


Des Moines, June 6. 

Ivan Yoder, a farmer at Way- 
land, Ia., has filed a $25,000 dam- 
age suit in Des Moines against the 
Central Broadcasting Co. (station 
WHO) and the Quick Supply Co. 
the petition 
court, Yoder said 
he suffered a fractured leg and 
was permanently disabled in an 
accident at the national plowing 
match sponsored by WHO at Dex- 
ter, Ia., in September, 1948. 

The farmer said he struck 
by flying rocks and debris during 
a blasting demonstration and 
charged that an excessive quantity 
of explosives and that 


Piven to 


filed in district 


Was 


was used 
adequate warning was not 
spectators. 





KEN LATER AGCY. EXPANDS 
Ken Later agency is expanding 
its radio-teevee dept. Alan Hart- 
man, formerly with Music Corp ot 


America, and Don Medford, for- 
mer legit producer, have joined 
the staff of that office. 

Later opened an indie agency 


several months ago after resignin 
the William Morris agency 





Pittsburgh — Florence Sando. 
women’s commentator or at WCAE, 
has been featured for the last seven 
weeks in Playhouse’s hit musical, 
“Fifty Grand”... Duquesne Brew- 
ing #Co.’s big half-hour Saturday 
musical, “Welcome Aboard,” fades 


from KDKA June 17 after 39 
weeks and will be replaced for 
summer by transcribed “Boston 


Blackie” ... Rege Cordiec staying 
at WWSW as its” early-morning 
waker-upper after turning down 
offer to do a similar show on KYW 
in Philadelphia . KDKA keep- 
ing on Harold V. Cohen’s Sunday 
evening show business program, 
“Cohening the ‘Town,’ as a sus- 
tainer through the summer, Cohen 
is drama editor of Post-Gazette and 
VARIETY mugg here Wayne 
Pascuzzi, Pittsburgh Symphony 
drummer, subbing in Bernie Arm- 


, by boosting its 


DOLE ENTERS TV IN SPOT 


Columbus, O., June 6 

Dole Sales Co., the pineapple 
people, hitherto absent from TV 
advertising, has now entered the 
field with an advertising test cam- 
paign in the Columbus market area. 
Dole is taking the plunge in TV 
in behalf of its comparatively new 
product, Dole fruit cocktail, and 
chose WBNS-TV here for its cam- 
paign. This area has long been 
known as one of the top test mar- 
kets of the country. 

Dole has taken participating 
spots on two half-hour daytime, 
homemaking programs on the ail 
five days a week: “Studio K,” the 
Kitchen show operated by Mrs. Ed- 
wina Zanes, former associate food 
editor for Good Housekeeping: and 
“Sharp Comments,” Fern Sharp’ 
Shopping program. The first 
at 3:30 and the other at 4:30 p. m 

In for the premiere showing ot 
the product May 23 on the “Sharp 
Comments” show was Jack Bosch. 
merchandising rep for Dole, who 
appeared on the program with lo- 
cal distributors and Mrs. Zanes. 
Flower leis were flown from Hono- 
lulu) for Miss Sharp and Mrs. 
Zanes and the press was on hand 
for the Dole debut. 

Whatever results Dole 
new fruit cocktail 
on TV here will determine its fu- 
ture ad campaigns all over the na- 
tion. 


IS on 


receives 





Sugaring Up TV 


Chicago, June 6 

A heavy summer saturation tele- 
Vision spot campaign was launched 
by the Hollywood Candy Co. on 11 
stations in eight markets last week. 
Philadelphia market will be added 
June 19, with three stations being 
used. Campaign, handled through 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, will 
place a maximum of 12 spots a 
week for 10 weeks in each market. 

This is company’s first use of 
video via R&R, which took over 
the account about six weeks ago 





St. Louis—KNOX copped a Cer- 
tificate of Appreciation for con- 
tinued programming of the U. S. 
Army and U. S. Air Force recruit- 


TV Sales Bonanza Finds Webs Giving 


Brusheroo to Creative Programming 


Television program execs are 
fearful that, with the networks 
eveing a sellout status for next 


fall, there will be neither the time 
nor inclination for any experimen- 
tal creative programming. Accord- 
ing te the program chiefs, video 
faces an actual danger of falling 
into the same type of complacent 
rut which is. constantly being 
charged against radio. 

While time salesmen are having 
a virtual field day in TV, the men 
who stage the broadcasts must con 
have their imaginations 
Otherwise, according 


tinue to 
stimulated. 


to the programmers, video wiil 
round that profit corner only to 
meet itself coming back. That the 
danger of settling into a rut ac- 
tually exists now was pointed up 
this week by Fred Coe, NBC-TV 
producer and chief of the web's 


new program planning department. 
He noted that very few new dra- 
matic techniques have been devel- 
oped during the last year, with the 
medium instead concentrating on 
cleaning up its dolly shots, getting 
a better picture on the screen, ete 
As a result, Coe said, TV directors 
now are in the position of musi 
cians who excel in playing Victor 
Herbert—while they do a slick job. 
would fall flat if they tried 
to return to the fundamentals ot 
Bach. 

Coe, who has been associated 
with NBC since the war’s end, re- 


they 


called that four and five years ago! 
pwhen 


the networks were fighting 
to lure sponsors into the new me- 
dium, he could take two or three 
weeks to prepare a show. Working 
under those conditions, he said, it 
was possible to concentrate on cre- 
ative experimentation and emerge 
with such new techniques as the 
subjective camera, remote locations 
for a dramatie program, etc. To- 
day. he pointed out, most produc- 
ers and directors on sponsored pro- 
grams are working on an assembly- 
line basis, forced to turn out a new 
show once or twice weekly. AS a 
result, there is no time to experi- 


matic programs have gained con- 
siderably from a technical stand- 
point. For example, he pointed 
out, his production of “Cyrano de 
Bergerac” two vears ago on “Philco 
TV Playhouse” was ‘praised hy the 
critics. Yet, he said, he viewed a 
kinescope of that program recently 
and found many spots that could be 
staged much better with today's 
improved facilities. Only new dra- 
matic techniques evolved during 
the last vear, however, have 

such shows as “Cameo Theatre.’ 
TV’s adaptation of the arena-type 
That show was made 


= + 
pec 
’ 


Staging 


POs: 
to Coe, 
half-hour this 


could showease 


sible according because 
NBC had an open 
spring in which it 
experimental packages. If the web 
is to be sold out next fall, however, 
some other time must be found for 
such showcasing. 

Producer pointed out that legit 
has its experimental theatre in off- 
Broadway groups, strawhatters, 


ete., and that slipping grosses have 
forced Hollywood producers’ to 
strike out on new paths. TV, if 


it’s to continue healthy, will have to 
develop some new training-ground 


of its own. That time might be 
found during the summer hiatus 
period, when sponsored time is 


opened up, or possibly on Sunday 
afternoons next fall ad winter. 





PRB Prepping ‘Harum’ 
As Tele Period Piece 


Television rights to ‘David 
Harum,” based on the. play by 
Edward Wescott, have been ac- 
quired by PRB, Inc., indie package 
agency headed by Mary Pickford, 
Buddy Rogers and Mal Boyd. Since 
film rights are controiied by 20th- 
Fox, based on that company’s pic- 
ture starring the late Will Rogers, 
PRB plans to produce a live series 
based on episodes suggested by 
the play. 

TV series is to be done as a 
period piece, thereby differing 
from the modern version of “Har- 
um” used in the NBC radio series, 


limited to transcriptions and strong’s KDKA staff orch of honey- ing production, “Voice of the ment. ! ree : fs : 
recordings. mooning Jack Baldinger, J.. Army.” Coe emphasized that TV dra- which is sponsored by Babbitt. 


























EMERGENCY! 


An attempt is being made in the radio and television industry to introduce a new prerequisite to em- 
ployment asa writer. At least’ one of the major networks insists on nothing less than the following: 











“Artist agrees to conduct himself at all times with due regard to 
public morals and conventions. If Artist at any time shall com- 
mit any act or thing which shall be an offense involving moral 
turpitude under federal, state, or local laws, or which might tend 
to bring Artist into public disrepute, contempt, scandal, or ridi- 
cule, or which might tend to insult or offend the community or 
any organized group thereof, or which might tend to reflect un- 
favorably upon the network, the sponsors, or their advertis- 
ing agencies or injure the success of the programs, the network 
shall have the right to terminate this agreement upon notice to 
Artist at any time prior to the expiration of thirty days after the 
date on which the network acquires knowledge thereof.” 


THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 1950, 8 P. M. 
NETHERLANDS ROOM, HOLLAND HOUSE 
10 Rockefeller Plaza (bet. 48th St. & 49th St.) 


This clause was never mentioned, discussed or agreed to in the negotiations leading to the Minimum 
Basic Agreement signed by the RWG and the four major nets on November 16, 1947, and extending 


to May 15, 1954. 
A general membership meeting of the Radio Writers Guild has been called to consider action to fight 
this clause—up to and including strike. 
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Continued trom page 27=— 
on the million plus a week in New over whether he should escape or 
York. save the madman’s wife. Joe De 
A surprise guest was Bob Hope Santis was convincing as the police 
wiio was introed by his children, captain, aithough the role was 
Tony and Linda. Comedian, in a over-heavy with narration. Frank 
bow to General Mills’ Wheaties. ! Thomas was effective as the man 
quipped “that’s how 1 get my who killed in self-defense. Rest of 
square shoulders — 1 eat’ the the cast was hampered with stock 
boxes.” On paper, ‘‘Millionaire’s” | roles Bril. 
format appears to have sufficient 
audience-pulling ingredients which |. ORRAINE SHERWOOD’S 
will hold listeners throu h the rRAVEL GO-ROUND 
week Although those eligible 10 With James W. O’Sullivan 
conipete are contined Only lo per- Writer - Producer - Director: Miss 
sons either in or passing through Sherwood 
Lo Angeles, dialers are bound to 29 Mins.: Sat.. 12 (neon) 
ha’ a vicarious interest in nO HILLMAN MINX AUTOS 
at down that hea coll WOR, N.Y. 
Jack McCoy is iall proiic¢ ent Lorraine She ood. conductor of 
a mcee Occasiona in ! “Going Place the Port of N.¥ 
pected remark fro a moppet \utl orit: on WOR N. ¥ sint 
mentarily stumped him on the. 1939 began a new half-hour airer 
preem, but he artfully sloughed Saturday (3) on the same outlet for 
over these situations Another im lillman autos. Aptly tagged “Lor- 
portant factor in the show's pull raine Sherwood's Travel Go- 
oi course, is the quality ot the Round.” the stanza replaces “The 
guests’ talents. Screening in ad- \jan on the Farm” in the station's 
vanee should take care of thls noon slot. 
seer a gaa hie Format has Miss Sherwood in- 
avtime_ & als, Agnh } ; ; ; ; 
World” oak “Today's Children.” in troing Buest-trar elers telling a 
Aaa renee oe phot Gilb. nocuous stories and dispensing 
' aiternoon time sto travel tips betwixt an occasional 
= recorded musical interlude. Guest 
UNDER ARREST on the opener was James O’Sulli- 
Wh Joe De Santis, Linda Wat- V2" who discussed his recent tour- 
kins. Frank Thomas, Miriam “eek European tour. For —— 
Wolfe, Ralph Locke: Al Finelli, contemplating a similar junk: his 
or“an advice on budgets, vaccinations, 
Producer-director: Wynn Wright passports, etc, had considerable 
Writer: Paul R. Milton value 
30 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 p.m. But programwise, “Travel Go- 
Sustaining Round” rambling and lacked 
MUTUAL, from New York punch O'Sulliv an had an interest- 
“Under Arrest.” former!) qa ing story to relate. However, it 
hiatus-filler for “The Shadow,” is could have been told terser and 
new in a spot of its own in Mutual’s bai less accent on such Stock 
Sunday chiller lineup. It’s a so-so European scenery as the side- 
my sterioso that exposes its low Walss oi Paris Possessing a facile 
budget, but should be grist to the delivery, Miss Sherwood was af- 
MBS whodunit mill. fable and engaging as the emcce 
is tee eieen Dae (4), the Plugs tor Hillman cars were rela- 
PRigis : teh =! ace Gel ere tively modest compared to copy 
story was beset with implausible used by some of its American com- 
coincidences. A man named Jim petitors Gilb. 
wino had murdered his partner in } 
self defense, wandered into a house g¢*****+ee+ororeoeoesr roe , 
where an insanely jealous husband | - ? 
wanted to kill him because his | % Radio Followu S z 
. Wife’s lover was supposedly named t . D 4 
Jim. In came Police Capt. Jim | 9494.2 .99000066660+00666" 
Scoit, the two-fisted cop hero, and ’ 
to make certain he polished off “NBC Theatre” concluded its 
his missus’ sweetie, the mad spouse | Winter semester Sunday (4) with 
tried to kill both Jims. What made /}a tull-hour presentation of H. M. 
the story more complex was the Tomlinson’s “Galleon’s Reach.” 
first Jim's sudden infatuation with Dramatization was well up to the 
the madman’s wife. creating a high literary, as well as entertain- 
double story line which the scripter | Ment, quality of this radio-assisted, 
failed to handle = smoothly. It liome-study series, for good Sab- 
forced the jealous husband to wait bath afternoon _ listening. The 
around while the explanation of Tomlinson yarn is a good adven- 
the original murder was unfolded. | ture story, and scripting (Hugh 
Despite these drawbacks, there Kemp is script editor on_ the se- 
where a few good scenes, particu- Ties’ retained the exotic flavor of 
larly in the murderer’s conflict | the tale. Story was a little talky 
- eet Na en RnR and bookish, in presenting the phil- 
: : osophical overtones of a man trv- 
i Sarah Berner’s Voice as | ing to find himself, but this flaw 
MABEL FLAPSADDLE |} wasn’t too obtrusive in the yarn 


“SARA‘S 


(The 





NBC, Thurs., 


} (Of the Jack Benny Show) 
1S SWITCHING TO 


PRIVATE CAPER” 


Sara Berner Show) 
June 15, 10:30 P.M., EDT 


ot the London clerk who shipped 
to sea, was shipwrecked and saved, 
and saw assorted adventure in the 
Malay jungle, Direction, scripting 
and cast were above par, with mu- 
sic and sound effects also choice. 
Only the English accents of the 
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performance 


~——— 


characters occasionally marred the | | id S ff R di 
en | hside Stuli—hadio 


Radie Harris’ “candid closeups 
of stars on Broadway” for Dari- 
Rich on Mutual Saturday afternoon 
(3) handed listeners an “exclusive 
bon voyage interview’ with Ezio 
Pinza, late of “South Pacific.” Now 
a Metro contractee, the singer 
waxed philosophical about his shift 
from stage to screen. “In America,” 


he said, “anything can happen.” 
In quizzing Pinza, Miss Harris 
asked about his fan mail, what film 
chores Metro is lining up for him 
and his pre vious film experience 
among other things. An easy going 
subject, he needed little prodding 
Ten-minute interview was smooth, 
interesting ar¢ several notches 
above Miss Haris’ usual celebrity 


RiAAEL 


D-F-S—Gen. Mills 


>= 
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Continued from 





York this week Neale told VARIETY 
he had stock the company “‘just 
as I hold stock in other companies.” 
He said that time would be bought 
both on rate-card and PI bases and 
that deals have already been made 


in 


with stations covering 40° of the 
U.S. radio audience. He added 
that only quality merchandise 
would be sold by the firm. 

What has griped the anti-PI 
breadeasters is the support given 
Pi by Neale and Crites’ association 
with the top agency in broadcast 
billings and the big-spending Min 


neapolis milling outfit. These kilo- 
watters are strongly opposed to PI 


on the theory that it tends to de- 
press rates 

Neale Yesterday 
with members of the 
Assn. of Radio Station Repre- 
sentatives NARSR recently has 
been conducting c aipaign 
against the “Lone Ranger” anc 
“Beulah” vidpix deals in which 
Neale and Crites are associated. 
General “Ranger” and 
Procter & Gambie’ Jeulah,”’ both 
handled by Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sam- 
ple, want three-year rate protec- 
tion on the shoy Some stations 
have turned down the offers term- 
ing them an “untair freeze” in 
view of mounting set circulation 
and operating cost 


lunchbed 
National 


(Tues.) 


a 


AAAS 


g * 


bs 


{ which owns WFDR, 


NARSR said vesterdayv that Ssta- 
tion reps have consistently opposed 
per inquiry and per-sales deals ‘“‘on 
the soundest economic grounds.’ 
The rep outfit said, “For the list-| 
ener and viewer PI inevitably 
tends toward shoddy merchandise 
at excessive prices. For the sta- 
tions it means selling their preci- 
ous limited commodity—time—on 


a speculative basis, a basis which 
their regular clients will consider 
themselves entitled to. It means 
milking a trusting audience. How- 
ever, it should be said that PI 
business is definitely on the way 
out and this Chicago outfit may 
find it was born many montis too 
late.” 
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new form of advertising.” ee 
Pointing to the greater impact Nationally known producer planning 
|of radio and television advertis- |] varied series of vital intelligent TV 
ing than that of other media, Mil-|] programs for children, capable of 
ler said that the real question is wide appeal. Will consider program 
“where shall the line be drawn be-|] packages of 15 te 30 minutes in 
tween advertising which fairly cap- length. Do not send scripts or ideas. 


| italizes the inherent advantages of 


Talent agencies are burning more than ever at the way carefully 
conceived comedy package shows get killed before “square” audiences 
at the studio auditions. When talent representatives get a load of the 
way some of the supposed laugh-provoking lines fall on dead ears, 
only sponsorship they can get is for a load of ulcers. 

The talent-peddlers don’t blame the talent-buyers. The show is sup- 
posed to appeal “to the great American public,” the latter state, but 
some of those tourtsts who are grabbed off the street ‘‘to see a real live 
radio show” are just too busy gazing in awe at the ushers’ nice blue 
uniforms, etc., to take proper note of the show itself. Consequently, 
there’s no laugh payoff. and the complaint is that too many comedy 
shows, “which demand an audience for a true evaluation,” are getting 
the brushoff when the buyers get a load of the show. 


the 


Lewisohn Stadium, City College of New York outdoor arena which 
has had a two-month season of summer concerts for over 20 years, has 
made a tie-up with WNEW, N. Y., which will air a longhair disk show 


starting Sunday, June 18, from 7-7:30 p.m. 


Indie is dickering with Minnie Guggenheimer, impresario of the 
Lewisohn concerts, to take over the classical platter-spinning stint, on 
which selections from the week’s program will be previewed and stars 
interviewed. Exploitation aspects will include the stadium plugging 
the WNEW stanza in its ads, programs, etc 

A new method of selling radio time was accidentally discovered by 
WEEI’s (Boston) Walter Piper, a writer on Jesse H. Buffum’s “New 


England Almanac,” early a.m. show recently. 

Stopping to join sidewalk superintendents at razing of downtown 
Boston department store he spotted an ancient granite block carved 
with initials, S. P. G. Initials aroused Piper’s curiosity to such an 
extent, it was mentioned on Buffum’'s next show. Air mentions resulted 
in descendants of Samuel Peabody Gardner responding with informa- 
tion it was capstone of ancestor’s house, formerly on site of building. 

Jordan Marsh Co. execs, noting the rapid response to a couple of 
mentions, decided it was proper medium for their eee 
message and bought 10-minut 


Golden Gate Quartet’s deal with Transcription Sales, Inc., which is 
releasing a series of 260 quarter-hour open-enders this week, cails for 
the vocal group to make one cuffo personal appearance on each station 
airing the platters. 

In order to hypo sales, TSI is not requiring minimum contracts and 
is shipping audition disks to stations and agencies without deposit fees. 
Series was scripted by Hal Halpern with Tom Scott narrating. 


Ladies Garment Workers Union, 
was given full coverage by the FM outlet. 
Lou Frankel and chief engineer Bert Arnow 
doing 10 half-hour shows. 
which were also sent 
Cleveland; WVUN, 
America. WCOP, 


the International 
NM: SS. 
Special events director 
spent 10 days at the confab in Atlantic City, 
Included were digests of convention proceedings, 
to WDET, Detroit; WCFM, Washington; WCUO, 
Chattanooga; KFMV, Hollywood, and the Voice of 
Boston, took the airer on alternate days. 


Canvention of 





a contract last week between CBS and the Radio Guild, 
Office and Professional Workers of America, followed eight 
of wrangling and negotiating. While RG lost the checkoff 
method of dues collection, it keeps the job classification system and 
right to arbitration of dismissals and classifications. Agreement on 
arbitration clause was conditional on the network's guaranteeing fair 
consideration of grievances and the union's promise not to invoke ar- 
bitration without due cause. 

CBS has agreed to sit down with RG reps before June 30 to review 
noe Me ce Boonen and to grant pay hikes where justified. 


Inking of 
United 
months 


Ss 





| NAB Code 





FOR RENT 
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7 








Summer or all year rental. §-reom 
: ‘i | furnished  fieldstone bungalow—se- 
ome Continued from page 24 ; cluded—-oil heat all modern improve- 
: ; : : ments. Finished playreem, barbecue. 
in color, as it relates to fabrics, Vicinity lakes for fishing, swimming. 
stvle-g Is ainte slastics d 30 mites New York. 
Sstyle-go0o0ds, paints, plastics an Telephone COngers 8-2539 even- 
many others, we see at once the ings er Sat. or Sundays. 





potentialities and dangers in this 























Coes 4 Continued from page 29 =e ir taatting 1 ad ' hich Write for appointment Box V-6293, 

: ’ sroadcasting and adver ising which ; 
that lines up WMAR-TV ond | goes offensively beyond.’ Variety, 154 W. 46th St., New York 19. 
WBAL-TV against WAAM-TV, be- a a _ = 


cause in recent weeks, 


tically. 

All the salesmen are in a mud- 
dle, and Jack Jett, of WMAR-TYV, 
| who is abandoning WMAR-FM this 
coming month, is huddling with 
'Tony Provost of WBAL. Mean- 
while clients are confused. 

Returning to the surveys, 
three stations subscribe to the 
ARB. The ARB breaks down its 
averages for three segments of the 


all 


jnight. These come between 5 and 

10:30 p.m. during which all are 
operating. 

Here’s the wavy its report reads: 

| Ist 2nd 3rd 

Seg- seg- seR- 

ment ment ment 

WHAL, sissies 67 64 23 

i). are 64 48 42 

WAAM 23 42 89 

The WAAM third segment is 

| lifted by such things as Chicago 

| fights, and the Roller Derby, now 

| off the schedule. Its earlier and 


| lower percentages are due to su- 
| periority of NBC and CBS network 
programs. WAAM earries ABC 
and Dumont. 

| The AM stations in Baltimore 
/ are seething at the Hooper region- 
als because they show a 50-odd ad- 
vantage to TV audiences. All of 
them have dropped the survey “be- 
cause of serious doubt raised by 
| industry leaders in various parts of 
| the country over the accuracy ol 
the Hooper statistics.” 

| The theme in Baltimore, top TV 
city, today is “Snafu Blues.” 





WAAM has |} 
Slashed local spot rates very dras- | 





































We're proud of the successful 
company we keep on WJBK 






STOKLEY FOODS 

PACKARD MOTORS 
BLONDEX 

BORDEN’S INSTANT COFFES 
CAMEL CIGARETTES 
COLGATE VEL 





PALMOLIVE SOAP 
FEENAMINT 

GARRETT WINES 
OLSON RUG COMPANY 
PHILIP MORRIS 

ROYAL DESSERTS 


Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 























WJBK-TYV, a CBS 
and Dumont affiliate. 


WJBK-AM © TV-DETROIT 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS: 527 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
+ NEW YORK 17, ELDORADO 5-2455 
Represented Nationaily by THE KATZ AGENCY 
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New Video Pacts Sole Bright Spot 
As AFM Conclave Tackles Joh Woes 


Houston, June 6. 


The problem of widespread un- | 


employment among the nation’s 
240,000 organized musicians is 
cominating the atmosphere at the 
53d annual convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians, which 
opened here yesterday (Monday). 
Joblessness of the musicians key- 
noted AFM prexy James C. Petril- 
lo's opening address and resound- 
ed back from the floor, where 1,100 | 
delegates gathered to tackle the| 
situation. 
Glimmer 
the musicians’ 
ment was seen 
on television. 
vealed that the 


relieving 
predica- 


of hope for 
economic 
AFM 


The prexy re- 


way for musicians to work in films 
for television. The AFM will re- 


ceive 5% of the gross revenues | 


from such productions, Petrillo de- 
clared, adding that 30 or 40 more 
pacts with video producers are 
slated to be signed in the next 30 
days. 

Proposals from the floor are also 
revolving around a solution to the | 
unemployment problem. One sug: | 
gestion involves a six-day week for 
tootlers on the road. Musicians 
with touring legit shows, operas 
and ballet groups are paid a fiat 
weekly salary for seven days’ work. 
Feeling among delegates is that es- 
tablishing a six-day week would not 
only give musicians a day of rest 
but that it would foster additional 
work for local musicians. 


Also due to be proposed during | 


the five-day convention is the es- 
tablishment of an AFM committee 
to study and pessibly promulgate 
the idea of a federal subsidy for 
music, as well as for other arts. 
Contention will be made that large | 
sums of Marshall Plan money are 
going into subsidization of sym- | 
phony groups and opera companies | 
in Europe, while nothing is done 
for non-working musikers in the} 
oS. 

Only important election battle 
expected before the convention’s 
end will center around a successor 
to Oscar Hild, late prexy of Cin- 
cinnati’s Local 1, as member of 
the general exec board, 
candidates have their hats in the 
ring for the post, and the fight is 
expected tc be bitter because the 
job of serving on the international 
exec board of the union entails de- 
ciding high-level policies. 

Among speakers before the dele- 
gates today (Tuesday) was Joseph 
Keenan, head of the American 
Federation of Labor’s League for 
Political Education. Secretary of 
Labor Maurice L. Tobin is expect- 
ed to address the convention on 
Thursday (8), while other speak- 
ers during the week will include 
William J. Harris of Dallas, 
of the Texas Federation of Labor. 


N.Y. Philharmonic Symph 
Sets $125 Weekly Scale 
For ’51 UK Concert Tour 


Voting in secret ballot, members 
of the New York Philharmonic | 
Symphony orch settled the condi- 
tions governing their tour of Brit- | 
ain and Scotland during August 
and September of 1951. Philhar- 
monie’s board of directors assented 
to the list of eight demands. 

Conditions are as follows: (1) 
minimum salary of $125 per week; 
‘2) 14 concerts in two weeks with 
a seven-day working week; (3) 
New York rehearsals at $6 per two 
hours or less; (4) rehearsals in 
England, if any, at $10 per two 
hours; (5) extra concerts in Eng- 
jand at $21 per; ‘6) $5 per diem 
on board ship; (7) $10 per diem 





England; and (8) $10 per day while | 


Waiting for ship transportation to 
and from England. 

Musicians, all members of Local 
802, N. Y., American Federation of | 
Musicians, agreed to play all non- 
commercial broadcasts at no extra | 
charge. Symphony organization, | 
on the other hand, ‘will pay for all | 
Passport costs, meals and tips in- 
curred on the concert tour. 





Det.’s New Dancery 
Detroit, June 6. 
Jefferson Beach Dance Hall on 
Lake St. Clair has been leased by 
Don Ridler Amusements to replace 
Eastwood Gardens dance hall! 
lease. Eastwood Gardens has been 
denied an operating license by 


East Detroit. 


in Petrillo’s report | 


union had okayed | 
four separate contracts opening the | 


About 10 | 


prez | 


i 
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Col. Records to Expand 
Religioso Catalog 


| On the basis recent surveys | 
showing religious musie leading all | 
| other types of musie in public ae- 


| ceptance, Columbia Records is plan- | 


ning to increase its catalog in that | 
field. Diskery has already com- | 
| pleted a religioso set with Jessica | 
| Dragonette under the title of “Ave 
| Maria.” 

|; with the imprimatur of 
| Cardinal Spellman. 

| Columbia is also pencilling in 
another set of religious airs to be 
done by the National 


,tet in the fall. Diskery, however, 


jis awaiting reaction to the quar- 
tet’s initial release of a group of 


pop standards. 


Cleffers Flock 
To ASCAP Meet 


For Upped Rating | 











pea -car orag board of the Ameri- | 
can Society of Composers, Authors 


| reflected the changing ASCAP pic- 
|ture under the consent decree. 
| With the latter having made it 


| mandatory for the Society to alter | 


its writer classification setup to a 
virtually automatie one based main- 
| ly on performances, a far greater 
number of lower-bracket  tune- 
smiths than usual showed up be- 
| fore the writer half of the ASCAP 
board of directors. The 12 cleff- 
|ing members of the directorate re- 
| view appeals for higher classifica- 
tion every three months. 

Last week’s large turnout seek- 
jing upped ratings obviously was 
| sparked by the desire to reach as 


| high a level as possible before the 
system that bases ratings on 60% 
for performances over a five-year 
average and 60% for same over 
the current year goes into effect 
next fall. After that a wieer S| 
ASCAP income will depend almost | 
entirely upon the activity of his 
past catalog and his ability to in- 
crease it substantially. Oniy 20% 
of his yearly take from the So- 
ciety will not have an Internation- 
al Business Machines computation, 
being derived from such aspects 
as accumulated earnings, prestige 
of catalog, seniority in ASCAP, ete. 

Songwriter applicants last week | 
| not only turned out in foree, but 
got a pleasant surprise in the not- 





to their requests. 
of the younger songsmiths in Class- 
es 1 through 4 were jumped two 
notches, with practically all 
en getting at least one 
| higher. 

| Another unusual angle of the 
hearings was announcement by the 
board of its decision before the ap- | 
| plicants left the room. 
system has been to review an ap-| 
plicant’s case and let him know 
the result at some future date. 
Last week the cleffers heard the) 
good news right on the spot. 


DOROTHY KIRSTEN CUTS» 





step 








initial assignment for 
|Columbia Records since 
lover from RCA _ Victor 
|'Met Opera star Dorothy 
has cut an album of George 
win tunes. Set, whieh has 
Kirsten singing in a strictly non- | 
| operatic style, will be pac Kaged on 
lone 10-ineh long-playing disk in the | 
| Masterworks division. Miss Kirs- 
i'ten received her first training in 
the pop field as a member of the | 


As her 


recently, 
Kirsten 
Gersh- 


Male Quar- 





| BGs 1-Niter Tour 


Benny Goodman, who returns | 
from a European concert tour next | 
week, has been pencilled in for 
an extensive one-niter tour by 
— Booking Corp. Starting 
Aug. Goodman's. oreh_ will | 


fw a series of 30 one-niter 
| Stands. 


Album is being released | 
Francis | 


Quarterly meeting of the w riter | port to president 


and Publishers last week sharply | 


Band will open in New Haven 
/ and swing through the east and 
midwest before taking on regular 
theatre bookings in the fall. 


_—_— TS 


Merc Sets Sights 


On Europe Market 


June 6. 
currently 


Chieago., 


Mereury Reeords is 
prepping an aii-out push for 
ration of the European market 
with its records and picking up as 
many 
ble in return. Mercury 
ship masters over to Europe and 
| have pressing done there. Work- 
A on an exchange basis, it would 
pick up European masters for 
| Pressing and distribution here. 

a Company already has an agent 
|in Europe making necessary con- 
| tacts and laving the groundwork. 
i 
| 
' 
| 


Satu- 


He is Herbert Rosen, who has been 


there for the past two weeks, and | 


who is expected to remain at least 

three weeks more. 
When Rosen returns, he will re- 

Irving Green. 


| Should his report be encouraging, 


| Green will go to Europe to clinch | 
no | 


the deals. Up to this joint, 
deals have been set. Rosen’s trip 
|is solely exploratory. 


VMercury 
wiereury 


| does have some deals working and 





but these 
Present 


has had for some time, 
are on a scattered front. 


But up to this time, he explained, 
materials, such as_ shellac, 
been difficult to get. With raw ma- 
terial scarcity a thing of the past, 
he feels it’s time to get started. 


Mercury will ship in’its po nd|,; 
y Pp S pop and | time of the year, 
bring back classical and semi-clas-| 2" current estimate of the busi- 


jazz masters. In return, it will 
sical masters. Green expects to 
send over most of his pop and jazz 
hits, but has no idea of how many 
masters he’ll be able to bring back. 


“We'll pick up whatever we ean 


| find that is good,” he said. 





always-expected generous response | 
Quite a few 


of | 


In the past, | named 





JOHN G. WILSON, RCA 
EXEC V.P., DIES AT 50 


Philadelphia, June 6. 
John G. Wilson, 50, executive 
veepee of Radio Corp. of America 


} 


Pubs, Composers Parlay Ideas 
On Crucial Sheet Sale Problem 





‘Minor Victory For Film 


Cos. in Morris Music Suit 


Judge Harold R. Medina in N. Y. 
federal court this week granted mo- 
tions of five defendant film com- 
panies and their musie publishing 


| subsidiaries to take depositions of 


European masters as possi- | 
plans to| 


} 


| 


| in years, 


plaintiff Edwin H. Morris Music in 
connection with the latter's 
$1,700,000 triple-damage anti-trust 
suit against them. 

Court’s ruling is in the nature 
of a minor victory for the film 
companies since both litigants had 
been sparring first crack 
amining the shee before trial. 
Among the defendants are Para- 
mount, Warners, Loew’s, 20th-Fox, 
Universal and 14 publishing firms. 


Await Fall For 
Key to Slump 
On Sheet Sales 


One faction among the 
publishing fraternity is waiting for 


neo Fc r at ev. 
avi ar CA 





next fall to tell the true story of | 


the industry’s condition and out- 
look for the future in the face of 
the current worst sheet-sale slump 
competition from tele- 
vision, and genera! public relue- 
tance to spend money on luxuries, 


“sent | among which song copies have al- 
plans are for concentrated distri- | 
| bution. 

| Green feels the market is there. 


had | 


ways been numbered. 

Veteran pubs, although not los- 
ing sight of the fact that movement 
of sheets is more sluggish at pres- 


sent than at any time since the 
depression of the early ‘30s, still 


| take into account the seasonal drop 


which customarily sets in at this 
and upon which 


ness must be based. 


Since the usual spring and sum- | 


mer slowdown has to be figured in, 
pubbers feel that the real picture 
won't be able to come into sharp 
focus until September and October. 
Musie biz customarily perks up 
after Aug. 15, and experienced 
musie men feel that no prognos- 


| tications for the rig rage future 


| 
} 
| 
! 


of the biz can it’s 


seen what happens w seller if— | 


the pendulum starts to swing the 
other way. 
Among 


music publishers as a 


in charge of the RCA Victor Divi- | whole, there are as many different 
sion, died (1) at his home in subur- | 


ban Wynnewood. It’s expected 
that Walter A. Buck, 
vice-prexy who took charge of the 
company during Wilson’s illness, 
will continue to lead the diskery’s 
operations until the RCA board ap- 
points a successor to Wilson. 

Born in Alma, IIl., Wilson rose 
to the post after 30 years in the 
fields of finance and merchandis- 


operating | 


opinions regarding reasons for the 
current sad state of the business as 
there are varying degrees of op- 
timism and pessimism as to its 
future. Television is pictured as 
the villain of the piece by some 
pubbers, who claim, with com- 


mendable logic, that you can’t play | 
a piano and watch TV at the same | 


time, and that gathering around 


| the Steinway at a party has now 


ing. He joined RCA in 1944, as 
administrator of accounts and'/! 
| finance. A vear later he was 


operating 


| and in 1947 was chosen vice-presi- 


COL. GERSHWIN ALBUM 


moving | 


Miss | 


| 


chorus on the old Kate Smith radio | 


| program. 
Percy Faith’s orech is backing 
| Miss Kirsten on the Col disk. 





JACK MAAS TO COAST 


Jack Maas, professional manager 
for Advanced Music, othe to the 


vice- pr esident | 


given way to gathering around the 
video set. 
however, that TV can’t be blamed 
entirely, inasmuch as so much of 


the country with a song-buying po- | 


tential isn’t reached by the new 


| medium. 


dent and general manager. The'| 
exee v.p. post came in January, 
1949. 


Before joining RCA, Wilson had 
been associated with the United 
Wallpaper Co., Goldblatt Bros., 
Ine., of Chicago, and Montgomery 
Ward, Chicago. He was a director 
of RCA Victor Co., Ltd., of 
Montreal, the New Jersey 
Chamber of Commerce, the Con- 
trollers Institute of America and 
the Society of Naval 
His wife, a son and two daughters 
survive. 


Flanagan’s Strong Cincy 
Draw in Midwest Swing 


Cincinnati, June 6. 
Ralph Flanagan's orch is con- 
tinuing to hit a strong pace in his 
midwest swing. At Castle Fair 
| here Saturday night (3), the oreh 





‘drew 2,600 customers at $2 per 
‘head despite a heavy thunder- 
| storm. 


Weather forced the spot to close 


its outdoor arena which seats 


' Coast Monday (5) to visit the pub- | around 5,000 additional persons. 


lishing firm’s office there. 


Indoors, however, the orch played 


He'll be gone about two weeks. | to capacity. 


State 


One pubbing faction holds to the 
general economic trend as the rea- 
(Continued on page 46) 





ROSS BUYS MELO-ART 


Engineers. | 


CATALOG OF 100 SONGS 


Charles Ross Music Co. last 
week bought the Melo-Art Music 
pubbery from Jack Rich for an un- 
disclosed sum. Melo-Art, an 
ASCAP house for the past 15 years, 


‘has a catalog of approximately 100 


‘songs, among them “Doin’ the 
Prom,” “I'll Take the South” and 


| 
| 


| 
} 


similar swing material. 

Ross Music is headed by Charles 
Ross, onetime general professional 
manager for Paramount Music. 


DON BALL’S UKE BOOK 





Don Ball of CBS has written a | 


ukuiele instruction book, “You Can 
Play the Ukulele,” which Associat- 
ed Musie Publishers will 
soon. 

Arthur Godfrey is plugging the 
tome, punningly terming the uke 
i“the instrument of the immurais.” 


music- | 


Other music men argue, | 


release | 


+ Capping a series of informal dis- 


cussions and flock of assorted sug- 
gestions on how to hypo sheet 
music sales, a representative group 
of leading publishers and com- 
posers will tackle the problem col- 
lectively at a conference being 
held today (Wed.) at the Song- 
writers Protective Assn. headquar- 
ters in New York. Although some 
trade toppers are dubious about 
what the conference can accom- 
plish ‘see separate story), initiators 
of the forum are confident that the 
exchange of opinion will lead at 
least to a clarification of some 
basic industry problems. 

Acting as chairman of the con- 
clave, SPA _ vice-prexy Charles 
Tobias is expeeted to kick off the 
discussion with a report on the 
slump in business in the entertain- 
;ment field generally. But while 
| other facets of show business have 
been bopped by declining reve- 
nues, Tobias has been hitting at 
the do-nothing attitude which he 
eonsiders unique to the music in- 
dustry. Tobias has been pressing 
for the music biz to conduct the 
same type of ballyhoo and public 
relations activity which the film 
industry periodically engages in. 

While the conference is being 
held on an informal basis, Tobias 
is aiming at channeling the dis- 
cussion in the following four broad 
categories: (1) the cultivation of 
new outlets for sheet music; (2) 
the ¢-ganization of a longrange 
program to foster musical educa- 
ition in the schools; (3) publicity 
stunts, such as contesis, disk jock- 
ey tieups, ete., to stimulate the 
|dormant publie interest in sheet 
musie; and (4) the formulation of 
industry-wide steps to protect the 
music business from the inroads 
of television. 

Under point three, one of the 
proposed stunts involves a tieup 
with leading department stores 
whieh would advertise the appear- 
ance of top cleffers in their music 
departments as part of a sheet 
musie campaign. 
| If the forum proceeds according 
to plan, a continuing committee 
will be set up to carry the pro- 
posals through. Leaders of the 
conference are also planning to 
convoke another industrywide con- 
fab in a couple of months, pos- 
sibly under the auspices of the 
Musie Publishers Protective Assn., 
report will be 


vy Aan 


ome 


where a progress 
made. 





Everybody Happy Over 
Miles Shoes’ ‘Happy Feet’; 
Ballantine in Act Too 


“Happy Feet,” new novelty num- 
ber adapted from a Miles Shoe 
Co.'s radio jingle, is starting to 
kick up some excitement despite 
‘the summer doldrums. Major disk- 





eries are currently racing to get 
aboard the tune in view of the 


|tune’s acecptance as a commer- 
cial. 

Capitol Records has come up 
with the first platter with Dean 
| Martin, while RCA Victor is put- 
ting Tommy Dorsey on it. For Co- 
‘Jumbia, child singer Tony Harper 
is set; Cora) is using Roy Ross; 
London will have Teresa Brewer 
and Deeea is deciding between 
' Russ Morgan and Guy Lombardo. 
| Hllbilly versions will also be 
made py either Tex Williams or 
Tennessee Ernie for Capito] and 
Red Foley for Decca. 

Miles Shoe will get full credits 
on diskery’s label. Al Stillman 
penned the new lyric for the tune 
which is being handled by Howie 
Richmond’s Cromwell Music. 
‘Similar song adaptation of a ra- 
dio plug is being carried through 
by Bobby Mellin’s publishing firm 
on the Ballantine jingle. Victor 
bas taken the first crack at the 
tune, to which Leo Corday and 
Leon Carr have set a lyric, with 
| the Fontane Sisters. Titled “Three 
Little Rings,’ Victor’s disk is get- 
ting a promotional push via the 
brewery's tieups with jukebox op- 
erators. 





Joe Delaney, Coral Record’s as- 
sistant general sales manager. is 
making a one-week tour of the 
j diskery’s southern distribs. 
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Dealer Demand for RCA 33 rpm Delays 
Day-and-Date’ All-Speed Release 


for? 


Unexpected dealer demand 
the initial flock of RCA Victor 33 
rpm disks is forcing the diskery to 
set back the date for simultaneous 
release of all new Red Seal press- 
ings in three-speed form While 
company originally aimed to pack- 


age new numbers in all speeds bs 
July, current indications point to a 
fall date. 

Big play for the long-playing 


platters has been keeping the Vic- 
tor plants working at capacity fill- 
ing back orders Aside from the 
annual shutdown for personnel 
vacations, it’s expected that the 
L-P business will keep tlhe Victo! 
factory humming through the usual 
slack summer period. Expansion in 
L-P pressing facilities, at the ex- 
pense of the 78 rpm disks, will en- 
able the diskery to go three-way on 
all disks before the rush fall and 
winter season sets in. 

During the summer, Victor is 
planning to expand its 33 rpm cata- 
log with two additional lists on top 
of the three already = availabie. 
Each block will contain between 25 
and 30 disks, bringing the total 
number of Victor L-P’s to over 125 
platters before Se ahescat r 


Eastern Dance 


Dates Play Safe 


Despite a general pickup in the 
danceband business a number oi 
booking offices are finding a 
dearth of eastern summer loca- 
tions. Situation stems from the 
fact that some ballroom operators 
who have been taking it on the 
chin during the past few summel 
are playing it safe this season. This 
is reflected in two of the more 
popular eastern resort locations, 
the Steel Pier, Atiantie City, and 
Convention Hall, Asbury Park. 

Both spots, which in the _ past 
have booked bands for weekly 
stands, are switching their formats. 
Convention Hall, except in one in- 
stance, is bringing in the terp out- 
fits only on weekends, while Steel 
Pier is playing both full week and 
weekend dates. From the _ begin- 
ning of June to the Labor Das 
weekend, the Pier only has three 
bands booked for a full week. An- 
other one is tentatively set for a 
seven-day stand. Other bands due 
for the Pier will play one-to-five 
nights. 

Both George Hamid, 
the bands for the Pier, 
operates, and Al Rediker, who does 
likewise for Convention Hail, 
which he operates with his brothei 
Joe, claim that in the past the 
dance-dispensers haven't proven 
profitable weekday bets. Though 
Hamid believes the bands 
picked up as b.o. attractions he 
feels it holds true mostly with one- 
nite stands. Rediker is also of the 
opinion that dancebands are on the 
upbeat, but isn’t willing to chance 
a repeat of the poor weekday busi- 
ness done during recent years. 

Steel Pier bookings include 
Mooney (June 10-11), 
Thornhill (June 17-18), 
pee (June 20-22), Ray McKinley 
(June 23-26), Buddy Williams 
(June 27-28), Louis Prima (June 
30-July 6), Ray Anthony (July 7- 
10), Larry Fotine (July 11-15), Les 
Brown (July 16), Hal Melntyre 
(July 18-20), Ralph  Flanagen 
(July 21-27), Jimmy Dorsey (July 
28-Aug. 3), Johnny Long (Aug. 4- 
10', Tommy Dorsey or Samm: 
Kaye (Aug. 13-19), Gene Krupa 
(tentative Aug. 18), Tex Beneke 
(Aug. 25-27) and possibly Vaughn 
Monroe for the Labor Day week- 
end. 

Set to 


who books 
which he 


Art 
Claude 
Eddie Kar- 


Hal! 
Louis 
Flana- 


- into Convention 
are Harry James (July 1-8), 
Prima (July 14-15), Ralph 
gan (July 28-29) and Xavier Cugat 
(Aug. 4-5). From Aug. 8-31 a roller 
derby takes over. 





London Pacts Powell 


Chicago, June 6. 
London Records has inked the 
Teddy Powell orch to a long-term 
contract. No ternts were divulged, 
but the band will be under per- 
sonal supervision of popular head 


Tutti Camerata. Camerata will 
select tunes to be recorded and. 
will supervise all sessions. 

Willard Alexander repped the 


band in negotiations. 


have | 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week May 27) 
May 29. 


ending 
London, 
PIBOST 54 «kk 6 Sun 
Connelly 
Pie Musie 
New World 


My Foolish 
Dearie : ieesd 
Chatanoogie Boy 
Jealous Heart 





Oh You Sweet One. .Southern 
. C’est Si Bon Maurice 
Words & Music Catalog Enjoy Yourself........ Morris 
: Piano ROll, Bmes. ..... Leeds 
Yields 8 More Oldies For Let's Do It Again... Lennox 
Can-Can Polka Connelly 
N P h b R bbi Baked a Cake Chappell 
ew rus y 0 ins Down in the Glen Wright 
Following the click of “It Isn't Second 12 
Fair.’ old Richard Himber themer Cherry Stones Fields 
out of the Words & Music catalog Me and My eg nets de 3 &H 
in which J. J. Robbins & Sons re- a egy muse ned a 
cently acquired a 50% interest Dear Hearts Morris 
tobbins has fine-toothcombed the Choo’n Gum Chappell 
sas aa ; Song in Our Heart. .20th Cent. 
W&M copyrights for former proven Garden of Weeds. . Box & Cox 
material likely pind ee _revived I Can Dream Can’t I..Magna 
popularity a la “Fair.” Firm has — [s True About Dixie. ...Wood 
come up with a list of eight num Daddy’s Little Girl Yale 
bers, all past hits of varying de Remember Cornfields Arcadia 
gree, which will get major plu == —_ eee 
attention. 
In addition to the Ss gg 
bins No. 1 plug, “I Still -— enton s Nn 
Thrill Thinking of You,” J. 
Coots-Benny Davis oldie, peste 
Words & Music items due for re ° 
newed pushing are “Dream a Little ~ iter owoul 
Dream of Me,” “The Night Is 
Young and You're So Beautitul,” 
“Gypsy in My Soul,” “Why?” (from Hollywood, June 6 
the musical of 20 years ago, “Sons Winding up his 79-city, four- 
o’ Guns,” which starred the late month tour, Stan Kenton racked 
Jack Donahue), “Farewell to up $24,200 at a one-night jazz con- 
Arms.” “We Just Couldn't Say cert at Hollywood Bowl Saturday 
Goodbve.” “As You Desire \le” night (3). Previous night, Kenton 
and “Gypsy Fiddles.” drew 2,450 customers to Balboa 
Songs will be plugged by Rob- Bowl. San Diego, for a $5,700 
bins in the order named. Pubbery S8f0ss 
also has an additional roster of 20 Although the Hollywood take 
more W&M numbers that have failed to equal Kenton’s national 
been set aside for attention de- record of $27,000 set at the Bowl 
pending upon reaction to the above two years ago, the bandleader’s 
eight. share will be larger than in 1948. 
— Latter concert was jointly promot- 


ed by Kenton and KFWB disk 
Walter Dombkowski jockey Gene Norman while Kenton 
staged this year’s” affair solo 
°c through his flack Gene Howard. 
In Shift to Decca Kenton’s band now breaks up 
Polka king Walter Dombkowski. until Autumn. Best two stands on 
the current tour, aside from the 
who was in the RCA Victor fold Hollywood Bowl, were two con- 
for 15 vears, last week shifted to secutive sellout nights at Chicago 
Decca under a three-vear agree- Civic Opéra House. The take for 
ment. At the same time he inked vat le a os ee Eee 
a five-year writing pact with Mills a 
Musie. His first Decca release is ° 
scheduled for June 26. Sides are McKinney’s Pro Bow 
“Annazette” and “My Stephanie Sid McKinney will make _ his 
Polka.” professional bow as vocalist with 
With Dombkowski moving into Illinois Jacquet’s orch when band 
the Mills stable, the publisher fur- opens at the 421 Club, Philadel- 
ther reinforces its hold on the phia Monday (12). 
polka field. Already under writing McKinney is also featured on 
contracts are the Gomulka Polka one of four new Jacquet record- 
Group (Decca), Joe Princie (Decea),| ings made for RCA Victor and 
Frank Yankovic (RCA Victor) and) scheduled for release the end of 


John Pecon (Capitol). 
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Dean Martin: “Happy Feet”-""Bye 
Bye Blackbird” (Capitol). Martin 
gets his big chance to break 


through with this early etching of 
“Feet,” 
Novelty has a tricky beat dressed 
with smart tap terping sounds dish- 
ed up by Paul Weston’s orch. Solid 
for jocks and jukes. Reverse is 
an okay cut of the standard. 
Richard Hayes: “Say When’- 
“Our Very Own” (Mercury). “Say 
When” is a fine ballad getting a 
highly impressive treatment on this 


disk Hayes gives it a moving ren- 
dition within an elaborate frame- 
work bv the Raymond Scott orch 


and chorus. “Our Very Own” is 
another worthwhile item equally 
weli-handied unusually 
fine backgrounds on both sides are 
selling factors. 

Fran Warren: “When We're 
Dancing’-“Cloudy Morning” (Vic- 
tor). Both sides provide good ma- 
terial for Miss Warren. “Dancing” 
is a lilting number smoothly vo- 
ecaled. Flipover, in a blue mood, 
has even better potential, Miss 
Warren showing excellent style and 
Henri Rene’s baton giving top- 
notch support. 

Xavier Cugat 
Mood”-"““You Never 
Good” (Columbia). ‘‘Mood"” is a 
dramatic item that Cugat pounds 
out with an effective instrumental 
arrangement behind a firgtrate vo- 
cal by Leslie Scott Tempo _ re- 
tains the Cugat latin flavor but 
the number is treated for much 
wider acceptance than, for instance, 
the conventional chile tune on the 
reverse. 

Kay Starr: 


c 4a? 
NCULL S 


Orch: “Strange 
Had It So 


‘‘Mississippi’’-“‘He’'s a 
Good Man to Have Around” (Capi- 
tol). One of the best of the cur- 
rent crop of femme vocalists, Miss 


Starr turns out consistently fine 
disks. She registers equally well 
on a boogie novelty, such as “Mis- 


sissippi” or on a blues number, 
“Good Man.” Latter has a familiar 
theme but should lift this disk for 
those preferring another of the nu- 
merous versions of 
Frank De Vol’s orch accomps. 

Ozvie Waters: ‘Iron  Horse’’- 
“Father Time Is Knocking At My 
Door” (Coral). “Tron Horse” is 
another one ot those unusual folk- 
tvpe tunes that occasionally rise 
out of the ranks of the routine 
oatunes. Ozie Waters and the Col- 
orado Rangers take it for a fast 
ride on a prairie beat. This num- 
ber might mean more with an- 
other type of treatment. Reverse 
is a standard western item. 

Vie Damone: “Vagabond Shoes"’- 
“TH You” (Mercury). “Vagabond 
oe ioes” is a departure for Damone 
WwW ho 
crooning vein. 
with a heavy 


It’s a firstrate side 
punch for jocks and 


Week of June 3 








TH HHOHHO HO OHEE 
E, MPRRCUR AE MORRO nics acs ene scentuenindicee yogi hg aa 
2. THIRD MAN THEME (10) (Chappell) ..............05. ee ican — ; 
iol toga tear ey + 
3 MY OLIS SART (S; 1 \ Gordon Je nkins ; .... Decca 
FOOLISH HEART (8) (Santly-Joy) ................. ae i«£z M-GM ; 
4. IT ISN’T FAIR (11) (Words-Music) Sammy Kaye .......... Victor 
5. HOOP-DEE-DOO (3) (Morris) ............0.0000. | Perry Como..........+.. y setor : 
| Kay Starr Capitol 
6. SENTIMENTAL ME (9) (Knickerbocker) ........... | Ames Bros. Corat 
) Russ Morgan Decca 
7. OLD PIANO ROLL BLUES (5) (Leeds) A ptcio sige ory sate 
i Larry Cook Abbey 
8. I WANNA BE LOVED (2) (Supreme) .................. Andrews Sis-Jenkins Decca 
9. IF I KNEW YOU WERE COMING (12) (Robert) ..... | Eileen Barton Mercury 
| Georgia Gibbs Coral 
10. DEARIE (13) (Laurel) | oes ret a mee 
sserercese* > Stafford-MacRae Capitol 
Second Group 
ROSES (Hill-Range) ...............-. Sammy Kaye Victor 
WULDIELDEIMA CON 65. ckeccccccenesecsasenvoness eee ee Fee Socal 
Darn ye .Dece 
C’EST SI BON (Leeds) Joharvy Desmond ...... M-G-M } 
a Oe cng, Big ile Oe ee a de el Teresa Brewer London 
1 ALMOST LOST MY MIND (Hlill-Range) ................. } Fran Warren .......0+., Victor 
i King Cole Trio........ Capitol 
RAIN (Miller) eG Tee eee TT eT ee ee eS eee Frank Petty oe be oa eee 
WANDERIN’ (Republic) PRAM EL ERE REELS AL a Rae sammy Kaye .....scees Victor 
COUNT EVERY STAR (Paxton) .............. Tere Tee rT eee Hugo Winterhalter....... Victor 
DADDY’S LITTLE GIRL (Beacon) .............. Deeieaswarieh Pe ye yoke a 
PPRU GEGEN 2. ikeeewas Victor 
MUSIC, MUSIC, MUSIC (17) (Cromwell) .........0..00. cee reas warienes sve — 
| Freddy Martin . Victor 
ENJOY YOURSELF (10) (Morris) ed EE 5 00 Decea 
} Doris a . Columbia 
i DON'T CARE IF SUN DON'T SHINE (Famous) ............... } Patti Page. .......0.... Mercury 
) Dean Martin. .Capitol 
'M GONNA PAPER ALL MY WALLS (Goday) Dean Martin ‘api 
t Teane?! aes 66 bs 66.0.6 8 0% OO  oivi¢ 7 ON ote eee oS ee t I 
SUNSHINE CAKE (Burke-VH) . .. dd cece ce ‘ Bing | ey seen ye ees 
AMERICAN BEAUTY ROSE (Jefferson) ..... ink wutmenewe ls Os Frank Sinatra........ Columbia 
LFigures in parentheses tndicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 








jukes Glenn Osser orch and 
chorus give a strong assist. Bot- 
tom deck has Damone giving 4 


a takeoff on a radio jingle. | 


out 
? 


“Mississippi.” | 


| Me,” 
| Ray 
| 

shows his capability in a non- | 


— | sides 
|The Wreck of the Old 97” 


| gin’ 
| tention... 


good workout on a fine ballad. 
Frank sinatra- Rosomary Clooney: 
“Peachtree Street’-“This Is the 


Night” (C olumbia). “Peachtree” 
is old jazz number carried by the 


Sinatra-Clooney duet. 
incidentals on this side, 


But it’s the 
rather than 


the tune itself, that registers 
George Siravo orch accomps. On 
the flipover, Sinatra neatly solos a 
fine ballad, Alex Stordahl baton- 
ing 

Roy Stevens Orch: “The Grass 
Is Green’-"“You Can't Do Wrong 


Doin’ 
a solid 


Right” (London). “‘Grass”’ is 
torch number that’s put 
over by Patricia Laird’s swell vo- 
cal on this side. A good lyric and 
beat rate attention for this tune. 
Reverse is a cute bounce item vo- 
caled in fair style by Roy Stevens. 

Hugo Winterhalter Orch: “Babes 
in the Wood"-“Here Comes the 
Bride on a Pinto Pony” (Victor). 
Winterhalter’s orch and chorus 
give a classy production to “Babes,” 
one of Jerome Kern’s early com- 
positions. It’s the coupling, how- 
ever, that might click. “Pinto 
Pony” has a catchy rhythm base 
over which Winterhalter has built 
a cute instrumental and choral ar- 
rangement 

Abe Burrows: “Lopin’ 
“Sweet Memories” 
Maybe Burrows’ 


Along”’- 
(Columbia), 
parodies of Tin- 
Pan Alley aren't good for the 
trade. These sides not only poke 
fun at the leading pop tunes, they 
lay bare the cherished formulas 
of which many cleffers pre- 
fabricate their material. Bur- 
rows is a more sophisticated Spike 
Jones. While qneither of these 
travesties is up to his best stand- 
ard, they still get laughs as effi- 
gies of standard oat tunes and ro- 
mantic ballads. Milton De Lugg’s 
orch gives contrasting deadpan 
backing. 


Album Review 


Oscar Peterson Piano Solos: 
Peterson is displaying in this three- 
disk set some of that virtuosity 
and fine taste that has made him 
one of the current standout jazz 
keyboard artists. Produced under 
Norman Granz’ supervision, this 
album showcases Peterson's style 
to excellent advantage in a variety 
of tempos. Numbers comprising 
this set are “Where Or When,” 
“Oscar’s Blues,” “They Didn’t Be- 
lieve Me,” “Love Come Back to 
“Three O’Clock in the Morn- 
and “All the Things You Are.” 
Brown backs on bass. 


Platter Pointers 


Danny Kaye has a couple of cute 
in “The Handout Song” and 
(Decca) 
Eddie Arnold’s “Cuddle Bug- 
Baby” rates jock and juke at- 
Solid blues sides turned 
out by Joe Thomas orch in “Star 
Mist” and “Rollin’ the Blues” for 
King ... Mercury has made an at- 
tractive three-disk set with Frankie 
Laine on a group of standards... 
Dick James does a fine vocal on 
“Madam Is Out of Town” (London! 
.. Some more expert organ solos 
by Ethel Smith on “Steamboat 
Rag” and “Maple Leaf Rag” for 
Decea ... On the same label, Cass 
Daley socks across “Louisville 
Lou” with plenty of vocal steam 
Bob Chester has a good jock 

side in “Down From Georgia Way” 
(Columbia) Ditto for Harry 
James’ “Flatbush Flanagan” on the 
same label ... Ronnie Kemper and 
Renny McEvoy do nicely on “Ya- 


| Hoo” (Kem) ... Larry Fotine’s cut 
of “Angel Lips, Angel Eyes” for 
Decea is fine, Johnny Goodfellow 


voealing On the Mastertone 
label, Norwood Smith does okay on 
“You're on the Right Road”... . 
“Who Threw the Ring Around 
Rosie” is a cute novelty by Artie 


Wayne for Coral Two more 
good versions of “American 
Beauty Rose” by Eddy Howard for 
Mercury and George Gates for 
Coral . One of the best cuts ot 
“IT Wanna Be Loved” is dished up 


by Dinah Washington for Mercury 
| but probably too late to get the al- 
, tention its deserves .. Dinah 
Shore is in fine fettle on “UI! 
Always Love You” and “I Didn't 
Know What Time It Was” (Colum- 
bia). 

Standout western, hillbilly, jazz, 
religious, polka, ete. Rosa Shaw, 
“Do You Know Him” and “Ship of 
Zion” (Coral) Mabel Scott, 
“Baseball Boogie” (King) Roy 
Brown, “Hard Luck Blues” (Roy 
Brown) Helen Humes, “Sad 
Feeling” (Discovery) . Roy 
Rogers, “Buffalo Billy” (Victor? ..- 
|Mervin Shiner, “Little Liza Lou 
|(Decea’.. . Joe Turner, “Feelin So 
Sad” (M-G-M) Jimmie Osborne, 


“You're the Only Angel” (King) 
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Dave Kapp’s Formula for Reviving 
Music Biz as Thriving Industry 


% 
Zl 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Survival of music industry de- 
pends on publishers getting back 
into business, according to Dave 
Kapp. 





He pointed out old fash- | 


joned way of plugging songs has_ 


virtually disappeared 
lishers tossing responsibility for 
making songs into laps of waxeries 
and disk jockeys, where it doesn’t 
belong. 

As a result, he added, platteries 
are putting out so many records 
monthly that the public can’t ab- 
sorb ’em and jockeys must leave 
releases lie unopened on_ their 
desks for lack of time to play them 


all. 


with pune-| 
| June 30 to stockholders of 


On other hi Kapp said, pub- 
lishers are Offeriag waxeries ex- | 
clusives. Businéss must return to 


the days when a publisher notified « 


a waxery he was going to work on 
a certain tune at a definite time 
and would be putting everything 
behind the song to make it a suc- 


cess. 


on single tune but the system de- 


Kapp said it costs a publish- | 
er $25,000 to $30,000 to go all out | 


mands that publisher be more dis- | 


criminating and depend upon qual- 


itv rather than quantity. 
As it now stands, the publisher 
brings in six to 12 tunes to a re-| 


cording company, 
one hits he'll be off the nut. Kapp 
says if publisher would go back to 
plugging a tune, working closer 
with plattery, music biz can be re- 
vived into thriving industry. 





Lake George—Curt Bell’s orches- 
tra is now playing at the Sagamore | 
Hlotel on Lake George. Bell, who 
plaved winter engagements’ in 
Texas and other southern spots, 
was at the Sagamore during the 
latter part of the 1949 summer. 


figuring that if | 


' the 1950 $8,000,000 drive. 


Decca’s Melon 


Decca’s board declared its regu- 
lar quarterly dividend of 1214c. 
per share at a directors’ meeting 
last week. Melon will be sliced 
record 
June 16. 

Current dividend marks 13 un- 
broken years in which the diskery 
paid dividends to its stockholders. 


JERSEY STATION BANS 
GODFREY’S ‘DESERT ISLE’ 


For the second time in the last 





couple of months, an Arthur God- 
frey disk for Columbia Records 
has been banned from the air. 


Latest picture to be yanked is God- 
frey’s “If I Had You on a Desert 
Isle,” which station WPAT, Pater- 
son, found too suggestive. 

Previously, the CBS net blacked 
out the Godtrey-Mary Martin duet 
of “Go to Sleep.” 





Lawrence to Spearhead 


Bandsmen on N.Y. Fund 


Elliot ap- 
pointed to serve as chairman of 
the bandleaders’ division of the 
Greater New York Fund during 
Appoint- 


Lawrence has been 


'ment was announced last week by 


ble institutions. 


Robert Dowling, campaign chair- 
man. 

Greater New 
annual drive for 
improvements in 


pitals and other 


York Fund is an 
money to go into 
New York’s hos- 
social and charita- 





Music, Music, Music ......... 
Old Piano Roll Blues 

On An Ordinary Morning 
On the Outgoing Tide 
Sentimental Me .. 
So This Is Love—?7'‘ 
Sometime : 

Stay With the. Happy People. ; 
Sunshine Cake—*‘'Riding High” 


‘Cinderella” 


Tonight 
Wilhelmina—f“*‘Wabash Av enue” 


of Research, 


An American Beauty Rose 
Are You Lonesome Tonight 


Where In the Worid wea 
Why Do They Always Say No .. 


' Filmusical. * Legit musical, 





Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of the week (more in case of ties), 


the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular 
\lusiec Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of 
Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 

Survey Week of May 26-June 1, 1950 
Ask Me No Questions FRG AGA INPR En iw Nase ee . Witmark 
Be OE 65 ce GE aaN Se AR NeE ESS Rey eae es Chappell 
Re eS ee 2: ee ae a ars Chappell 
Darn It Baby That’s Love—*‘‘Tickets Please!’ ie boats Chappell 
MRR hy tata tee ve xe hae Fk EE ON OG ME Sa ae Laurel 
Don't Say Goodbye Saeed Viti @caskR Ok OS ok Kee eRe RS Mellin 
PRP OR ENN RRR ge roe gag waaPNi big co o0b ae ee RE BMI 
Girl That I Marry—*‘‘Annie Get Your Gun” erry Berlin 
PMR CE NS OMNI ak acs serie Maa Reena aR ee AAG POORER OD Famous 
PLC EON sib scab chk ites ek HD ee rr Morris 
| Don't Care if the Sun Don't SHINE 2o.65.0c6s.006: Famous 
eo eee a ee | rr ‘ ere eee Words-Music 
. WOnRS BS TiVO os kis cc a ccs eer ea Supreme 
If I Knew You Were Coming .............. Robert 
If You Were Only Mine ..... ite SAAD EERE OCHRE RA Robbins 
ot. ee ere orrverr Words-Music 
Sst "V 90 ie IONE Vio ks 64k 0a 06 (i atiased Sak ee Hlarms 


My Foolish Heart— “My Foolish Heart” oa ee oe 


a 


Third Man Theme—?t“Third Man” ....... 





The remaining 20 songs of the week (more in case of ties), 
based on the copyright Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popu- 
lar Musie Broadcast over Radio Networks. 
Inec., Dr. John G. Peatman, 


s,aby Won’t You Say You Love Me—*' ‘Wabash Ave.” Feist 
UAL EEE son chide Dowd ea) aewa bans Laurel 
A OG Ce EE 04.5: 62K a ON ESE EOS ; Leeds 
oo ee a er ocr Creadeese +4 BVC 
Chug-A-Lug fie eA alae o were et a bvessneey 4 Michael 
Don'cha Go ’Way ee ny can ecw re ye ae ea Advanced 
I HeGnt ANYONE Til YOU . «i. i.5 6596 % ABC 
i'm Gonna Paper All My Walls With Love Letters Goday 
It’s So Nice To Have a Man Around the House . Morris 
I've Got a Heart Filled With Love Mutual 
Mambo Jambo ....... Peer 
MUSKTAt HAMID 64 io oc 6s esccadeevsccn eee eT re Simon 
Rain aly ek tatedie Seat rh Cenes ddehree tes Miller 
Soaghetti MAG 2. cs icccasvcseeveees era Shapiro-B 
“ee DE BIPIME oc icacce Obs coe ses Rees Mills 

Berlin 


They Sav It’s Wonderffil—*“Annie Get Your Gun” 
Where Are You Gonna Be When the Moon Shines? Lombardo 


based on 


Cromwell 
Santly-Joy 
Leeds 
Remick 
Shapiro-B 
Knick’b’ck'r 
Disney 
Witmark 
Morris 
Burke-VH 
Chappell 

en ee ee ee eS Miller 

Feist 


Published by the Office 
Director. 


Jefferson 
Bourne 


Oxford 
Stasny 


oeree 











Jo Stafford Passes Up 
| 
| 


Jo Stafford is passing up a Lon- | 
don Palladium engagement because | 
Carnation Milk wants her to stay | 


on throughout the summer, and 
Campbell Soup has exercised its 
option for her services on “Club 
i 

Thrush’s radio sked is also fore- 
ing her to forego other personal 
appearances. 





Missouri Tunesmith 


Blankets Tin-Pan Alley 
In Anti-Trust Action 


In one of those weird civil ac- 
tions which periodically arise 
against a group of music publish- 
ers and industry organizations, Ed- 
ward Vance, songwriter of Inde- 
pendence, Mo., last week filed a 
complaint in N. Y. federal court 
against a lengthy list of de- 
fendants, among them the Amer- 


ican Society of Composers, 
and Publishers, Music 
Protective Assn., Songwriters Pro- 
tective Assn., Shapiro, Bernstein & 
Co., Edwin H. Morris Music, Santly- 
Joy, Duchess Music and batoneer 

Russ Morgan. Complaint also 
names a flock of smaller pubs and 
essorted individuals, including two 
.. S, administrators and, 
last uk by no means least, the 
U. S. itself. ‘Under the law it is 
not possible to sue the U. S., un- 
less with permission by the Attor- 
ney General's office.) 

Vance complaint covers some 50 
complicated pages and accuses the 
defendants of anti-trust action, 
conspiring to restrain him from the 
pursuit of his tunesmithing activi- 
ties, using the mails illegally as 
regards transmission of his mate- 
rial to and from publishers, and 
sundry other charges. The U. S. 
| got into the act via the recent con- 
sent decree the Government en- 
tered into with ASCAP, which de- 
cree, Vance claims, has additionally 
hurt him in the furtherance of his 
cleffing career. 

Attorneys tor the defendants are 
expected to ask for a dismissal of 
the complaint on the grounds that 
it is improperly drawn. Two pre- 
vious attempts by Vance to seek 
court redress for the alleged 
wrongs done him by the music biz 
met with disaster via that legal 
route. Songwriter first filed suit 
in Missouri in 1945, voluntarily 
withdrawing it upon being met 
with the “improperly-drawn” legal- 
ity, only to institute action again 
the following vear in which he 
asked for $900,000 damages. Com- 
plant was again dismissed on the 
same grounds. 


Art Mooney, MCA 
Sion 5-Year Pact 


Art Mooney last week received 
a release from his contract with 
Joe Glaser’s Associated Booking 
Corp., and immediatcly signed a 
five-year pact with Music Corp. of 
America, thus resolving a situation 
that tended toward the complex 
on occasion over the past year. 
Some months back Mooney wound 





up a contract with Glaser and 
booked himself for a short time, 
while making overtures toward 
MCA. Leader, however, re-signed 


with Glaser for a year, pact from 
which he now is released. 

Second Glaser contract still had 
several months to run. Although 
it was dissolved as of last week, 
with Mooney then signing on the 
MCA dotted line, band will fulfill 
one-nighter dates set up by Glaser 


through July. Outfit closed at 
Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove, N. J., last Thursday 


(1), and hit the road a couple of 


days later. 


Decca’s 2d ANTA Album 


Lawrence and_ “Sir 
' Cedric Hardwicke cul their sec- 
tions of the second American Na- 
tional Theatre Academy album for 
Decca. Similar in format to the 
first ANTA set, new work will 
comprise several selections from 
hit plays by leading Broadway 





Gertrude 


thespers. 
Decca has not vet set a reiease 
| date for the second ANTA album. 


Authors | 
Publishers | 


Diskeries Mapping Joint Appeal On 


London Palladium Date 


AFM’s Ban Against Vocal Dubbing 


+ 





od 


Powell Into Roosevelt, N.Y. 


Teddy Powell's orch has been 
set for the Hotel Roosevelt, N. Y., 
beginning July 5. Booking was 
made by Willard Alexander, who a 
few months ago broke Music Corp. 
of Ameriza’s hold on the hotel with 
the package booking of Rudy Val- 
lee and Larry Green's band. 
for six 
Lom- 


Powell has been signed 


weeks with options Guy 


bardo, s Roosevelt regular current- 


ly at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, 
N. Y., is slated to return sometime 


in September. 


Kight Indicted 
By Philly Jury 


In Price-Fixing 


eight 
were 





Philadelphia, 

The Record Dealers Assn., 
retailers and four 
indicted by the Federal Grand Jury 
here (2). following a six-week in- 
vestigation of alleged price-fixing 
and other anti-trust law violations. 
The indictment presented to U.S. 
District Judge George A. Welsh, 
stated the defendants through “sub- 
version” and “misuse” of the “fair- 
trade” law had maintained identi- 
cal prices on records sold in’ East- 
and Southern 


distribs, 


ern Pennsylvania 
New Jersey and Delaware. 
The music disk firms and the 


trade group were also charged with 
eliminating competition through 
a system of policing which included 
blacklists, boycotts, litigation and 
threats of litigation. William L. 
Maher, special assistant to 
ney General J. Howard McGrath, 
said their activities were 
responsible for higher record prices 
in the Philadelphia area.” 

Maher said the alleged scheme 
involved agreements among deal- 
ers, in combination with the Asso- 
ciation and the distribs to enter 
“fair trade’ contracts, which re- 
quired the dealers to resell records 
at set prices. 

The Grand Jury’s inquiries were 
guided by George W. Jansen, chief 
of the Middle Atlantic office here 
in the Justice Dept.’s anti-trust divi- 
sion. Jansen said that 125 of the 
city’s 350 record dealers were mein- 


‘bers of the Record Dealers Asso- 
ciation, but only eight were 


named. 
“They were the ones who conceived 
the idea of illegal price fixing in 
1947 and carried it through up to 
the present time,” the agent de- 
clared. 

The action was brought in line 
with the Dept. of Justice's policy to 
“prosecute all conspiracies which 
deprive the public of the benefits 
of « free and competitive market. 
Although record dealers and dis 
tribs were fined in Pittsburgh as 
recently as last January, the Phil- 
adelphia group continued its ‘‘fla- 
grant violations,” Jansen said. 

Summonses are to be issued for 
those named in the indictment and 
they will be permitted to sign their 
own bail bonds, Judge Welsh said. 

Distributors in the indictment 
are Raymond Rosen & Co. ‘RCA- 
Victor): Capitol Records Distribut- 
ing Corp.; Stuart F. Louchheim Co. 
(Columbia), and Decca Distribut- 
ing Corp. 


Attor- 


“definitely | 


Hit by the ban on vocal dubbing 
which was handed down suddenly 
two weeks ago by the American 
Federation of Musicians, major 
diskeries are mapping a joint ap- 
peal to AFM toppers to ease the 
situation. Exploratory talks in that 
direction held 
(Tues.) Charles 
Victor and 
and Will Osterling, Victor's 
ney, with Mitch 
Columbia Records a&r 
Ken Raine and 
head Walter Rivers. 

Diskery execs, while conceding 
that their contracts with the AFM 
contain a no-dubbing clause, con- 
tend that the provision was orig- 
inally intended to bar the use of a 
waxed orchestration on more than 
one master. Meeting of the twe 
major company execs “yesterday 
was held to sharpen further this 
interpretation for presentation to 
AFM heads. Final settlement of 
the dispute is not expected to be 
reached before several weeks, but 
the execs are confident that the 
matter can be ironed out amicably 
with the local musicians’ union. 

Predicament in which the dub- 
bing ban has put the diskeries was 
spotlighted last week at RCA Vic- 
tor when Perry Como’s illness pre- 
vented him from attending a 
scheduled recording session. Since 
AFM’s new rule against dubbing 
was parlayed with the union’s old 
rule against cancelling a y sete 
once musicians are engaged, Grean 
was forced to ring in Eddie Fisher 
as a last second pinchhitter for 
Como rather than face a total loss 
on the musicians’ wages. Grean 
asked Local 802 to waive the rule 
against dubbing in this case but 
was flatly turned down. 


were yesterday 
RCA 
head, 
attor- 
Miller, 
Col’s 
Capitol’s 


by Grean, 


artists repertory 
who met 
chief, 
attorney 
eastern a&r 





Gramophone Corp. Sues 
Mercury Records For 


1206 on Matrice Use 


Works National 
Corp., Czechoslovakian recording 
firm, filed a $120,467 damage suit 
in N. Y. federal court last week 
against Mercury Records. Listing 
six causes of action, the suit also 
asks an accounting and an injunc- 
tion restraining the defendant 
from using any of Gramophone’s 
matrices for production and sale 
of records. 

Mercury and Keynote Record- 
ings, Inc., according to the com- 
plaint, entered into an agreement 
with Gramophone on Nov. 6, 1947, 
whereby Mercury was to press and 
sell disks from matrices loaned by 
the plaintiff. It’s claimed that the 
terms of the pact were breached 
by Mercury on Aug. 18, 1949. 

Under the deal Mercury assert- 
edly agreed to produce and sell a 
minimum of 250.000 platters the 
first vear of the contract and not 
less than 500,000 .during the sec- 
ond and succeeding years. It’s 
charged that not only did the de- 
fendant fail to account for the total 
amount of records made and soid 
but also failed to pay royalties of 


Gramophone 


| $21,504. 


Listed as dealers are Nathan M. 
Fischer ‘Record Mart); Alex A. 
Yettlin, Inc.; Frank T. Ryall, Henry 
Pitkow. owner of Bond Radio; John 
C. Ragona, owner of Ragona’s Ra- | 
dio and Record Shop; Raymond 
Santini, partner in Porreca and! 


partner in 
Shop, 
partner 


Santini: David Krantz, 
Krantz Record and Radio 
and Alexander De Pillis, 
in Premier Record Shop. 





Morten’s Cap Contract 


Paul Weston, musical director 
for Capitol Records, this week 
signed Art Morton to a Cap waxing 
contract. 

Young singer made his disk 
debut doing the vocals on Weston’s 
Cap platter: of “Blue Prelude” and 
“Til Get By.” 


In addition, Gramophone wants 
to recover 411 matrices which it 
values at $20,000, asks a_ rental 
fee of $5,770 for use of matrices, 
and seeks $25.000 for alleged un- 
authorized use of the matrices for 
long playing records among other 
varied charges. Plaintiff contends 
that due notice was given Mercury 
that the agreement would be ter- 
minated if grievances were not ad- 
justed, but the defendant alleged- 
Jy refused to comply. 


Kaye’s OK 1-Niters 





Sammy Kaye, whose grosscs on 
the road during the past several 


months have been a strong indica- 


‘tion of the upturn in the band biz, 


racked up a couple of more suc- 
cessful one-nighters last week. 
Playing Rocky Glen Park, Moosie, 
Pa.. on May 29. orch drew 2,635 
peop.e for a gate of around $3,900. 

‘Memorial Day), 
3.463 terpsters to 
Lakewood Park, Mahoney, Pa., for 
a gross of over $6,200. Latter busi- 
ness is reportediy the best the spot 
has done in three years. 


Following day 
Kave attracted 
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VARIETY 











This week’s 


New 


e* e¢ ¢ on 





RCA Vietor 


Release 50-23 





POPULAR 


~ HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


‘TEX BENEKE and his “MUSIC in the 
MILLER MOOD” 
Tzin-Tzun-Tzan 
Dreamin’ Is My Business 
20-3813—(47-3813)* 











THE FONTANE SISTERS 
Three Little Rings 
Down Home Rag ‘(Deeten Datten Dooten) 
20-3814—( 47-3814)* 


PHIL HARRIS 
Let’s Choo Choo Choo to Idaho 
You Can't Do Wrong Doin’ Right 
20-3815—-(47-3815)* 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN — 


GENE KRUPA 
At the Jazz Band Ball 
I Want Gold in My Pocket (When There's 
Silver in My Hair) 20-3816—/ 47-3816)* 








THE THREE SUNS with the HONEY- 
DREAMERS 
Marianne 
When the Saints Go Marching In 
20-3817—' 47-3817)* 





WESTERN 











SONS OF THE PIONEERS 
Chuckawalla Swing 
Song of the Wagonmaster 
21-0345—' 48-0345) * 





COUNTRY 











ELTON BRITT and ROSALIE ALLEN and 
THE SKYTOPPERS 
Ashes of Roses 
Cotton Candy and a Toy Balloon 
21-0346—' 48-0346) * 


SHORTY LONG and THE SANTA FE 
RANGERS 
Waltz of Colorado 
A Bottle and a Blonde 21-0347—  48-0347)* 





RY THM 








ILLINOIS JACQUET and his ORCHESTRA 
My Old Gal 


You Gotta Change 22-0087— 50-0087) * 








NEW ALBUMS 








(Musical Smart Sets) 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


SPIKE JONES and his CITY SLICKERS 
“Spike Jones Favorites” 
W P-288—45 rpm only 
(47-3287 thru 47-3289) 
IRVING FIELDS with THE CAMPOS TRIO 
“Irving Fields Favorites” ; 
W P-290—45 rpm oniy 
(47-3290 thru 47-3292) 


“45 e.pm. catalog numbers. 


» The stars who make the hits 
x are on 


RCA VICTOR DIVISION 





€} Chinese Mule Train 


Spike Jones ............ 


€} Count Every Star 


Hugo Winterhalter 


€} Hoop Dee Doo 


On the Outgoing Tide 


Perry Como 


©} lt Isn’t Fair 


Sammy Kaye 


© Joshua 


Ralph Flanagan 


Why Should I Cry 


Eddy Arnold ....... 


€) My Foolish Heart 


Mindy Carson 


€} Bewitched ._ & 


Larry Green and the Honeyvdreamers 


© Roses 


Sammy Kaye 
Sons of the Pioneers 


O Valencia 


TOM PEOPGON: 5h2050s.c8dsedaas 


} Wanderin’ 


Oe BOOOE faeces tae earweweces 





NOTE: All reeords im this panel are listed alphabetically by song title, 





. . - indicates records which, 
according to actual sales, are 
recognized hits. The trade is urged 
to keep ample stocks of these records 
on hand, or to reorder promptly when 
current stocks begin to approach the 


“sold-out” stage. 


designates nat ecord * 


one of RCA Victor’s “Certain 
Seven” = ame ng e ec ng 


numbers on the trade paper best sell- 
1g retail sales charts. Obviously, sure 
thi igs! 


20-3741—(47-3741)* 


20-3697 —( 47-3221)" ‘7 


20-3609—(47-3115)* 8 


20-3721—(47-3724)* 


21-0300—/( 48-0300)" @ 
20-368 1—( 47-3204)* 


20-37 26—( 47-3726)" @ 
20-3754—( 47-3754)" 7) 
21-0306—( 48-0306)” 


20-3755—( 47-3755)" 


© little Angel With the Dirty Face 


bh O60 600 0804.06.08 20-3680—( 47-3203)" é 7) 


. indicates records which 





have enjoyed better than 
JOY 


average initial consumer acceptance 





and stand an excellent chance of enter- 
tng the top-selling hit category. The 
trade is advised to watch these records 
carefully in order to maintain stocks 
consistent with demand. 


i Wanna Be Loved © You Dreamer You 
Fontane Sisters. .20-3772—(47-3772)* Don Cornell and Hugo Winter- 


«Number 21, most plaved Disk Jockeys 
record, Billboard, June 3.) 


Stars and Stripes Forever 
Ralph Flanagan. .20-3762—(47-3762)* 
‘Number 28,. most played Disk Jockeys 
record, Bitlboard, June 3.) 


Vaughn Monroe. .20-3773-—(47-3773)* 
«Number three, Retailers Pick, Billboard, 
Number one. Operators Pick, 
Number two, Disk 
Jockeys Pick, Billboard, May 27.) 


June 3. 
Billboard, June 3. 


An Ordinary Broom 
Tony Martin and Fran Warren 
20-3777—' 47-3777 '* 


a Thanks, Mr. Florist 


‘(Number one, Billboard Pick, May 27. 
Number 10, Retailers Pick, Billboard, 
June 3.) 





20-3776—' 47-3776)" 


Billboard, 


halter Orch 


‘Number six Retailers Pick 


dune 3.) 


Honky Tonkin’ 
Spade Cooley 21-0330— 48-0330) * 
‘Number seven, Country and Western Disk 
Jockeys Pick, Billboard, June 3) 


There’s a Rainbow in Ev’ry Teardrop 
Slim Whitman 21-0313—( 48-0313)* 


(Number six, Country and Western Disk 
Jockeys Pick, Billboard, June 3.) 


TIPS: “Three Little Rings” ‘Fontane 
Sisters) “Three Little Rings” 
(Fontane Sisters) ‘Three Little 
Rings” (‘Fontane Sisters)... “Three 
Little Rings” (Fontane Sisters.) 





RCA VICTOR Records « ~ 


RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 
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presenting 


The Song- 


Stylings of 


GUNN 
uly 


and 


JAUK 
NADKEL 


RADIO AND T.V. 
SINGING STARS 
of the 


DAVE 
GARROWAY 
SHOW 


i( 


Latest Decca Release 


TELL HER 
YOU LOVE HER 
ASHES OF 
ROSES 


DECCA 27062 


Price 75c 
(plus tax) 





ECC 


RECOROS 














-—| RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS 


























dine = i | 2 | | | 3 8 
VARIETY | |g zB} |° }2{° 
Survey of retail disk best Y - = ~ — if | a Ss 
sellers, based on reports ob 5 _ Le a =~ 2 ~ s | - | = PS 
° ° eS a — = > | iin 
‘tained from leading stores ™m A |e - e/S/|Bia2ialislaigiea I 
12 cities and showing com: " Ps ~ w xo @ = s 1 O!14e £ oO 
parative sales rating for this oo eis ;/ tits] s | & o | ©| =|] T 
w rt . =~ ia |W} os = r= 9 | & | 
and last week. > = v oi\>y | 5 | 8 Sie iol A 
a | a = S | ~ jis | E ete tS L 
: OST ele eilitis/=i43] 
| = aw So ji on a | < ; } | 
National Week Ending ™ r x = w ‘oO r = iz f, | < } 4 
Rating 4 Sig! & | a|/2£|0 | || 2 ;3 
June siGSleielesi—-iSieleialB|s| ! 
” leit Si eiF IB ElS/a/Si<] N 
This Last = 4 2e\Sisis/Sigziei$/;s8iwsigi t 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title Z2'O m' MiAl!wma!'m'¥IN'O'wWI! S 
ANTON KARAS (London? 
l l “Third Man Theme”’—536 G z l 2 > 4 l l 3 l 83 
BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) 
2 2 “My Foolish Heart’—10623A 2 3 3 2 8 2 10 47 
AMES BROS. (Coral) 
3 3 “Sentimental Me’’—60140 : & 10 5 4 « 4 7 4 ; 38 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
4 3 “Bewitched” —-24983 1 3 2 ’ l — 37 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
=) 8 “It Isn’t Fair’—20-3609 10 4 4 d 2 4 34 
ANDREWS SIS-G. JENKINS (D) 
5 5 “I Wanna Be Loved”——27007 5 5 5 3 7 8 oe 33 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
7 5 **Hoop-Dee-Doo’’—20-3747 y a) 4 10 10 3 7 a 8 30 
BILL SNYDER (Tower) : 
8 4 “Bewitched’—1473 L ; l 2 To 29 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) : 
) 7 “My Foolish Heart’”—24830 2 3 ) 8 26 
DANNY KAY (Decca? q 
LOA “C'est Si Bon’’—24932 3 ] 7 5 20 
GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
10B “Third Man Theme’—24839 I l 20 
~ TONY MARTIN (Victor) 
ll 14 *Valencia’’—20-3755 3 ; 7 8 : 9 17 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) ; 
[2 14 “Bewitched’’—38689 l 6 on eee 15 
; HUGO WINTERHALTER (Victor) 
13 10 “Count Every Star” —20-36978 | 7 l te 14 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor 
14A Q “Wanderin® *—20-3680 6 , 3 a ; 13 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
14B 15 “Roses” —20-3754 ; : 4 a i3 
FRANK PETTY (M-G-%) 
5A 13 “Rain”—LO669 9 6 6... 12 
E. MERMAN-R. BOLGER (Decca) 
15B ii * Dearie’ ’—24873 4 6 2 12 
FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) 
16A 13 “Stars and Stripes Forever’—5421 4 8 10 i 11 
MILLS BROS. (Decca : 
16B =) “Daddy's Little Girl’’—24872 ; ) , ll 
TONY MARTIN (Victor) 
117A “There’s No Tomorrow” —-20-3582 . > 9 ¥ | - i) 
MINDY CARSON (Victor) 
17B “My Foolish Heart’”—20-5681A a a - 2 . = 9 
~ LARRY GREEN (Victor) | 
17C “Bewitched” —20-2329A : se ’ _2 ) 
LARRY COOK (Abbey) 
118A 12 “Old Piano Roll Blues”—15003...- _ 6 ; 8 ht Ne 8 
‘ ~ RUSS MORGAN (Decca) 
18B : “Hoop-Dee-Doo”’—24985 é ee - ; 3 se ss 8 
~, PORES DAY (Columbia) 
18C 12 “Hoop-Dee-Doo”’—38771 Pa <a 3 — 8 
ae RICHARD HAYES (Mercury) 
18D “Niy Foolish Heart’—5362 ee a ee _; Sat a 3 8 
oe | 1 | 2 | 3 4 | 5 
F I V E T O P souTH pacific YOUNG MAN WITH PARKER INNOVATIONS IN GENTLEMEN PREFER 
A HORN WITH STRINGS MODERN MUSIC BLONDES 
Broadway Cast /Harry — Doris Chas. Parker Stan Kenton | Broadway Cast 
A L B U M S Columbia (elaaahie Mercury Capitol | Columbra 
M M850 Ci98 C101 EDL189 | MM895 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned 
No. of No. of 
Label Records Points Label Records Points 
SN 2 aid Gee be elke Ree s 167 Tower l 29 
MS 6545 6 REN RESRIOR MOR y Ga | a re a 2 23 
IN Per rere ore te ! 83 PEO 54 cn babe de eae e ond aad ee D 19 
LL errr nee 2 59 Abbey Pere ee Tee i g 
Coral 1 38 











On the 


New York 


Featherstone’s 
the Martinique. 
tomorrow (Thurs.) 

Louis Jordan and his Tympany 
Five open at the Blue Note Cafe, 
Chicago, June 12 for two weeks 


Jimmy orch 


opens at Chicago 


for four weeks 


Shep Fields’ orch begins a four 
week stand at the Shalimar Club, 
Fla., tomorrow (Thurs... 


Ray Anthony orch into the N.Y. 
Paramount for three weeks starting 
June 21 . Illinois Jacquet, cur- 
rently on a tour of the south and 
mid-west, added a new singer to 
his outfit, Sid McKinney ... Sherm 
Feller, Boston disk jockey, turns 
tunesmith with “I’m in Love With 
the Mother of the Girl I Love,” 
waxed by Jack Owens for Decéa. 
Owens, making a nationwide tour, 
does two weeks at the Pastime 
Club, Des “Moines, Ia., beginning 
Friday (9) . . . Sarah Vaughan 


Upbeat 


plattered eight standards for Co- 
lumbia last week 

Wappy Goday on a California 
junket for his new Goday Music 
Corp. Tony Pastor band into 
the Vogue Terrace, Pittsburgh, 
Friday (9), ‘with Xavier Cugat 
tentatively set to follow June 26 


. On the latter date Artie Shaw 


is slated to go into Bill Green's 
Casino in Pittsburgh for a_ two- 
weeker Dean Hudson crew 


makes its first Coast appearance in 
August at Tommy Dorsey’s Casino 


Gardens, Sant Monica, Calit. 
Chicago 

Les Brown starts summer tour 
ot 80 one-nighters in Salt Lake 
City June 16 and closes in San 
Francisco Sept. 3... Benny 
Strong into Claridge hotel, Mem- 
phis, Aug. 11 for two weeks .,. 

(Continued on page 49) 


Blue Barron Musickers 
Unhurt in Bus Crash 


Detroit, June 6. 

Twelve members of Blue Bar- 
ron’s band escaped injury when a 
chartered bus that brought them 
from Cleveland overturned in a 
field in suburban Lineoln Park Fri- 
day (2) after a head-on crash with 
a truck. 

The 1l musicians and_= singer 
Helen Lowe climbed through the 


brokeg windshield. * The truck 
driver was injured seriously. The 
crash caused-the bus to swerve 


trom the pavement, plow through 


a grove of small trees and over- 
' turn, 

The band played as scheduled 
Friday night (2) in Sarnia, Ont., 


and Saturday night (3) at the De- 
troit Fairgrounds. 

The bus was one of two chartered 
by Barron. The band leader was 
not on the bus involved in the 
jcrash 


| 
\ 





‘Par, N.Y., to Stick 
With Medium-Priced 


Bands During Summer 


Policy of the Paramount theatre 
on Broadway on booking medium- 


priced bands will be extended 
throughout this summer. Al 
Donahue’s combo opens today 


(Wed.) t® be followed by Herbie 


Fields’ outfit later this month 
Bob Chester’s orch in July and 
30bby Byrnes’ crew in the mid- 


dle of August. 

Chester is slated for a two-week 
stand at the New Jersey Palisades 
Park, opening this weekend. Pali- 
sades is making an excepiisn for 
Chester, and the Noro Morales 
combo which opens there July 10, 
of booking bands for only one-week 
stands 


Await Fall 


Continued from page 41 














— 
son for the low ebb in copy sales. 
This coterie believes that that part 
of the _ public’s money which 
doesn’t go into savings banks after 
the normal requirements of today’s 


high cost of living are paid for, 
goes into” installment-plan _ pavy- 
ments for TV sets, Frigidaires, 
cars, etc., and that something as 
unnecessary as sheet music is defi- 
nitely not part of this type of 
spending plan. 

Another opinion advanced by 


still other pubs has nothing to do 


with economics, but revolves 
around the traditional music-biz 
feeling that it takes a smash hit 


of universal No. Ll proportions to 
effect a general revivifying of 
Sales. This belief has always been 
based on the assumption that solid 
smash gets people into musi 
stores, and once there they'll bu 
other tunes in addition to the hit 
that brought them in. Pubs who 


follow this line of thinking point 
to the fact that while there have 
been strong ballad hits like “It 
Isn't Fair’ and “My Foolish 
Heart,” plus a number of fiash 
noveliy ditties of the “Baked a 
Cake” variety, during the past few 


months, there still hasn’t been one 
completely sock number recentiy, 
such as “Cruising Down the River” 
or “Now Is the Hour” of a couple 
of years ago. 

Whether the present sheet-sale 
nosedive is due to any one or a 
combination of all the reasons ad- 
vanced for it, a number of pubs 
are sweating it out until fall for 
the definite answer to the question 
of whether this.is a temporary 
slump or a full-scale depression. 
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recorded by 
TON! ARDEN ............Columbio 
BILLY COTTON 
LARRY FOTINE . 
DAVE HAMILTON 


HONEYDREAMERS RCA Victor 

DEAN MARTIN .. ...Capitol 

EDDIE ‘PIANO’ MILLER Rainbow 

FRANK PETTY TRIO... M-G-M 

PAUL WESTON ..............Capitol 

GENE WILLIAMS Mercury 
and more coming 
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Band Reviews 











i a 
TEDDY POWELL ORCH (1) heard throughout numbers inter- 
, oe yjlaving with strings or saxes. 
Blackhawk, canenee Instrumentation breaks down 
Equipped with a very simple, thusiy: three rhythm, two trump- 
yet individualized style, this unit) ets, three violins. including Powell, 
is going to be heard from a lot in three saxes. Png saxes double 
, : — vee : _ violin, providing a six-man_ vioiin 
the near: future. Foilowing com eaetion I Actually, the ‘saxophonists 
pletion of its 10 weeks here On 4.6 on violin as often as they are 
July 3, it opens for an indefinite on reeds They also play clarinet 
envagement at the Biltmore in and flute . | 
; a al Altogether, emphasis Is on met- 
Ne York and has just signed ody. with few frills and little cute- 
with London Records ness. Once an a while, an arrange- 
Group was tormed two years ment pops up with flutes kicking 
azo in Florida and has come up Up a hit. but on the whole, it’s 
th ti) ‘ ‘ ,, straight melody. Trumpets, incl- 
last with this room its best dat dentally achieve a surprisingly full 
to this time. Group has the difficuit ind mellow effect in view of the 
yoo of backing the musical revue tact that there are onls two ot 
“The Roarin’ Twenties 2» job them 
Books contain mostly oldies, 
re 2 Semone. coagenene ic like “Dream,” “From Out of No- 
spite an Instrumentation tnat isnt where Sav It Isn’t So.” “Re- 
right for this tvpe of show accom- aieaiiies and “Easter Parade.’ 
a tet ' , Numbers that usually fall into 
Band plays sweet music al Categories of waltzes are played as 
danceable dias, og Arrangements fox-trots. Group also plays current 
are simple, with lots of violin tunes. An occasional vocal by saxo- 
work and piano interplay. On most phonist Jerry Shayne is capably 
numbers, one section will take a qo, Chan 
couple of choruses alone For ex- 
ample. strings will play a couple i 
of choruses of song with only ELLIS MecLINTOCK ORCH (i?) 
rhvthm backing. Then saxes, with With Frayne Murray 
some trumpet backing, will take Belmont Park, Montreal 
ovel It's not too often that With Ellis McLintock’s big band 
trumpets, strings and saxes are formula and Glenn Miller-like ar- 
heard together rangments, Belmont Park is out- 
Result is soft, smooth music, a drawing all local terp joints in 
sort of dinner music in dance spite of distance from centre of 
tempo. Rhythm doesn’t drag, its town and tact that the outdoor 
brisk Drummer uses brushes ex- setup is at the mercy of the 
clusively, bassist is strong, once in weather every night 
a while. interpolating melody into Former trumpet player with the 
his rhvthm. Pianist Roger Allen is Teronto a bat naan Orch, Mce- 
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“BULLSEYE @ 





OF THE 
WEEK" 


FAST @ 
BREAKER 


SURE @ 
CLICK 


ACTION @ 
CATCHER 


WINNER @ 


LATIN @ 
SMASH 


HOT @ 
NOVELTY 


FRAN @ 
WARREN 
SLEEPER 


record. F 


rep oF 


AND FORECAST OF TOMORROW'S SONG HITS 





(Bullet)--"Bullseye 
of the Week" is tagged to Red Foley's 
Decca release by Cash Box. High on the 
"pick" charts, too, are Lionel Hampton's 
(Decca) version and Art Lund's (MGM). 


BIRMINGHAM BOUNCE 


* * * * * * 


SAY WHEN (Duchess)--Coming up from left 
field, a dise by Zee Cowan and Jim Bur- 
dette (Royalty) is causing considerable 
excitement. Both tune andartists should 
break open fast. 


* * * * * * 


IN THE VALLEY OF GOLDEN DREAMS (Davis) 
--Joe Davis follows his DADDY'S LITTLE 
GIRL with this sure click, done by Bob 
Houston on Celebrity. Other labels 
should cover this quickly. “Best Bet" 
in Cash Box. 


* * * * * * 


M.-1-S-§-1-S-S-1-P-P-I (Acuff-Rose)--"Art Mooney 
(MGM)," says Billboard, “tosses out the 
banjo and funny hats in favor of a fine 
dance band conception of this fast- 
rising boogie novelty. Will catch its 
share of the action on the ditty." 


* * * * * * 


PEACE OF MIND (Simon House)--Tony Martin 
(Victor) comes through with a great 
rendition of a terrific tune, 


* * * * * * 


MAMBO JAMBO (Peer)--South America's 
No. l song. Will step out strong here, 
too. Releases by Freddy Martin (Victor), 
Sonny Burke (Decca) and Dave Barbour 
(Capitol) are getting action. 


® * * o * * 


TIPPY CANOODLE CANOE (Porgie) -- Rating 
a "Best nes " from Cash Box, Eddie "Piano" 
Midler’ 3 (Rainbow) v version of this hot 
novelty is rolling. Look for tune and 

artist to break fast. 


* * * * * * 


WHEN WE'RE DANCING ( Judson)--Fran War- 
ren (Victor) has a possible hit in this 
sleeper. A good number and a good bet to 
click. 
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Lintock f« 
June 194 
schedule 


and summel! 
building a 


years 
sock hort 
dansapatic 
been 
when 
for his 

Using f 
trumpet 


Mel 


toge 
fir 


and standard 


ymed his own combo in | 
4 and worked a heavy 
of one-nighters, radio | 


the next tew 
for his 
general 


fol 
solid 
1 offerings 
yn. Present group have 
ther now for two years 
Jintock enlarged the band 
st try at Belmont 

sax, three trombone, 
rhythm 


dates 
rep 
and 


our 
»cCc- 


tion, McLintock mixes his tunes in 
neat fashion and with local hooters 
on a heavy Latin kick, he whams 
over plenty of rhumbas and sambas 
for a socko reception For the 
middle-of-the-road terpsters, Mc- 
Lintock dishes up the regular 
ballad and jump arrangements 
working in the odd jive tune fo 
the hepsters who are allowed a 
certain amount of modified cutting 
by the management. 

Satisfving all comet MecLintock 


offers an 
of trump 
clarinet a 
split up 
okay stvl 

Vocal s 
Murrav w 
is surefire 
handling 
bounce n 
nights a 
and are 
when the 


admission 


possible 
smooth 


the 


booked thru till Labor 


organization 
the park and to date they 


Dixie combo 
tenor sax, 
men who 
In 


eight-man 
et, trombone, 
nd four rhythm 
big orchestrations 
e. 
ides are taken by Frayne 
hose romantic baritoning 
>» with the tenagers when 
the current pops” and 
umbers. Outfit does six 
week, taking Monday off,* 
Day 

The low 
50ce and a 
make this 
the biggest 


» Park closes 
charge ot 
4,600 capacity 


draw io 

have broken all terp records. 
Newt. 

IRWIN KENT “ORCH (6) 


Tavern-On-The-Green, N. Y 


This small combo dishes up an 
okay brand of music Competent 
without being standout, crew fits 
snugly into this tvpe of spot where 


the accer 


it is on clearly expounded 


and easily grasped rhythms for cus- 


tomer hoofing. If reaction can be 
measured by the ratio of diners 
who get that two-step urge, Irwin 
Kent’s band is doing nicely at this 
park restaurant. 

Aggregation comprises one each 
on sax, accordion, drums, bass, vio- 
lin with Kent on the piano. Ar- 
rangemenis are straightforward, 
covering a wide library ranging 
from standards to current novel- 
ties. Crew handies its assign- 
ments along standard but well-re- 
hearsed lines and has the impor- 
lant asset of conducting itself well 
on the bandstand. Sax sideman 
Ben Grisafi renders the occasional 


vocals tn palatable 


Kent i 
with the 
herve for 


sty le. 


s alternating on the stand 

Cutun combo, a regular 

furnishing the chile fare. 
Herm, 


Gene Williams Orch 


Gene 
Glen Isl 
i 


| outfit is 


; Corp, 


for 
Williams, 

America,” 
Claude Thornhill’s band. 


Joe Glaser’s 


Into Glen Is. Casino 
Wiliiams orch 
and Casino, New Rochelle, 
a run starting June 15. 
billed as “Mr. Young 
formerly 


roes 


His own 
currently being booked by | 
Associated Booking 


into | 


sang with) 





Disk Jockey Review 





SHERM FELLER SHOW 


105 Mins.: nightly, 11:15 p.m. 
Participating 
WCOP, Boston 

Sherm Feller, in his nightly disk 
and chatter stint over WCOP, is 


following a slightly different pat- 


tern than he used during his tenure 
at WEEI 
audience 
heckled by 

dragged one 
audience to 


has no stu- 
to heckle or be 
Formerly, he often 
of the unsuspecting 
the mike for a comic 
going-over, whereas he now has 
the major portion of the 105-min- 
ute stanza to fill with his own gab- 
bing, and to his credit, he does a 
nifty job. 

Self-styled as the 
with very little music, but plenty of 
chatter,” he rambles on, between 
disk spinning and telephone = an- 
swering, on practically any = con- 
ceivable subject. Guy has a nimble 
and is especially solid inter- 
viewing show biz ceiebs who con- 
sider it a “must” to appear on his 
show when in town. The unpre- 
dictability of his remarks probably 
has station execs biting their nails, 
although he never stravs into any- 
thing remotely offensive or seri- 
ously controversial. The nearest 
he’s come to climbing out on a 
limb was to rush to Ted William's 
defense during his recent brush 
with Hub baseball fans with his 
mail response decidedly in Wil- 
liam’s favor 

Having gained a measure of sue- 
songwriter, he’s not 
ging his own product 
Judy Valentine, 


insofar as he 


dio 


“disk show 


wit 


cess as 4 
averse to plug 
ov that of his wife, 
MGM recording star, who ap- 
pears trequently on his show. 
However, his manner of injecting 
plugs is usually in “tongue in 
cheek” fashion and not overdone, 
giving crop of current pop platters 
plenty of play Commercials are 
handled in easy, off-hand manner 
with Feller often adding own re- 
marks to copy, which contributes 
to informality of show 

Stint adds up to amusing stanza 


for late night listeners and has sub- 


stantial followers. Feller usually 
signs off with zany caution to lis- 
teners, “If you're driving, be sure 
you have an automobile.’ Elie 


Eddy Howard into Lakeside 
Park, Dayton, O., June 17 for a 
week, Elliot Lawrence following 
on the 24th... Johnny Moore and 
his Three Blazers signed to a new 
Victor disking pact 

a ————— —_— 
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Now — Second Week, Oriental, 
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World Famous Trumpet King and His ALL STARS 
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DETROIT GETS $24,000 
TO AID SYMPH SERIES 


Detroit, June 6. 
Samuel R. Rosenbaum, Phila- 
deiphia lawyer and trustee of the 
Musie Performance Trust Fund, 
was in town last week with a check | 


for $24,000 which he wanted to 
give away to help pay for an eight- 
week season of free symphony con- 
certs. 

The one condition was that De- 
troiters must match the gift, dollar 
for dollar. They are setting out to 
do just that. Jack Ferentz, presi- 
dent of the Detroit Federation of 
Musicians, said he was confident 
the money would be raised. 

Rosenbaum, a director of the 
Philadelphia orchestra for 20 years, 
said he was shocked by the sym- 
phony demise in Detroit and that 
the plight of musicians here had 
prompted him to make the largest 
single grant from the fund that he 


had .¢ver made in any one locale. 
“T hope these summer concerts 
will inspire the great city of De- 


troit to re-establish its symphony 
orchestra On a permanent basis,” 
he said. 


MPPA-SPA Draw New 
Form for Can. Copyrights 


New 
right 
iast 
Protective Assn. and the Songwrit- 


a Canadian 
was agreed upon 


form for copy- 
assignment 
week by the Music Publishers 
New contract 


Protective Assn. 


be attached to the stand- 


ers 


form, to 


ard SPA pact in cases where a 
publisher asks a tunesmith for 
Canadian rights, was sent to SPA 


members, along with a letter noti- 


fving them of the MPPA-SPA 
agreement and = also requesting 
them to make Canadian assign- 


ments only on the new form. 
In the past, publishers had been 


submitting assignment forms for 
dgominién copyrights to writers 
\ithout the forms going to SPA 


tor a counter signature. This not 
only constituted a violation of the 
SPA contract but also resulted in 
limitless Canadian rights for the 
pubbers. New form agreed upon 
places general SPA limitations 


yon these rights. 


‘SAM'S SONG 


Written by 
JACK ELLIOTT and 
LEW QUADLING 


Published by 


Sam Weiss Music, Inc. 


1619 Broadway, New York 
1608 N. Argyle, Hollywood 


Recorded by Capitol 
JOE (FINGERS) CARR 


On Decca....... VICTOR YOUNG 
On London. .CLAIRE HOGAN and 
BOBBY WAYNE 


and more coming 


HENRY SPITZER 


Selling Agent: 
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PROGRAM THE NEW 
WEDDING STANDARD 
DOROTHY STEWART'S 


GIVE ME 
YOUR HAND 


LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 
1619 Broadway, N. Y. 19 

















Canada Distrib Setup 


For Admiral Records 


N. R. Caranno, prexy of Admiral | 
Records, N. Y., is slated to visit 
Canada this week to set up dis- | 
tribution there. In line with this | 
interest in the Canadian market, 
Bobby Colt, vocalist, who heads the 
platter company's list of pop art-. 
ists, has been set for the Casino. 
Toronto, for one week, beginning 
Thursday (8). 

Jane Grogan, who handles sales 
and disk jock promotion for Ad- 
miral, returned to New York last 
week after 10 weeks on the road. 


Danny O’Neil Will 
Record for Chi Indie 


Chicago, June 6. 

Singer Danny O'Neil has been 
pacted by new Chi indie record 
company to press four initial sides. 
Radic and teevee star, former Ma- 
jestic platterer, is first artist signed 
for Oriole Records, headed by Vin- 
cent Brandom. 

Teeoff release will be in pop 
vein but firm intends to go into LP 








and classical fields. Biscuits wi! 
sell for 79¢e and distribution will 
be through indie channels, with 


Jimmy Martin of Chicago handling 
selling end. First sides are ex- 
pected to hit markets by end of 
next week. Initially pressings will 
be done by RCA. 

Belle Gale, pianist, shifted from 
the Park Sheraton hotel, N. Y., to 
Bill Bertolotti’s restaurant, Green- 
wich Village. 











On the Upbeat 


Continued from page 44 —— 


| 
| 





Oscar Price of N. Y. Associated 
Booking Corp. office here for one- 
month trip for visits with midwest 
promoters Nat Hale, Sammy 
Kaye’s disk promoter, back from 
one month of contacting deejays 
in 12 midwestern cities Blue 
Barron into Lakeside Park, Den- 
ver, July 25, for two weeks 
Tony Di Pardo to Lake 

Delevan, Wisc., July Zi to 30... 
WJJD d.j. Rosemary Wayne spon- 
soring a dinner here June 18 on 
behalf of Hearts, Inc., to raise 
funds for the Italian Boys’ Town 
; Charlie Jay, ukelele plaver, 
guested on the Windy City Jam- 
boree over WGN-TV Sunday (4). 
. .. Anita O'Day to Flame Club, 
Detroit, June 9 Max Miller 


takes over as «sical director ot 
Lite Records and cuts six more 
sides Fran Weigel leaves staff 
of WAIT to do freelance’ disk 
jockey work here. 
Hollywood 
Skinnay Ennis set for a_ four- 


week stint at the Cocoanut Grove 


of the Ambassador Hotel, opening | 
June 20 at $2,750 per frame. When | 


he opens, new Bishop-Thayer of- 
fice will have three bands work- 
ing in town concurrently, others 
being Leighton Noble who opens 
Friday (9) at the Aragon at $2,250 


per frame, and Paul Neighbors, 
who continues at Biltmore Bowl 
until November ... Turk Murphy 


Dixieland crew plays its first Las 
Vegas date July 8 when it opens 
at the Village Cab Calloway 
will get $3,500 per when he opens 
July 2 at the New Orleans Swing 
Club in Frisco. 


~ 


Pittsburgh 


Xavier Cugat band booked into 
Vogue Terrace for week of June 
19 . Billy Catizone Trio, afier 
two-year run downtown at Contin- 
ental Bar, opened indefinite stay 
Monday (5) at Bill Green's Cock- 
tail Lounge Billy Yates four- 
some into the Colonial Manor, next 
to ‘White Barn strawhat, for the 
summer... Al DiLernia Trio out 
at the Hotel Roosevelt's Fiesta 
Room with that spot sticking only 
to DiLernia’s organist, Ken Wayne, 
for the warm’‘months ... Max Tar- 
shis has replaced Dodo Marmorosa 
at the Plavhouse Grille Dom 
Trimarkie Trio into the Hotel Wil- 
liam Penn for a stretch Jean 
Allen playing organ in bar-lounge 
of Ankara Freddie Schaeffer 
and his all-girl orch down current- 
iv for a week's stand at Kenny- 
wood Tex Beneke band plays 
a one-nighter at West View Park 
on Thursday (8) Options of 
both Bobby Cardilla threesome and 
pianist Gloria .Seigle picked up 
again at Monte Carlo Milton 
Lyon, who arranges for and ac- 
companies and manages the Mad- 
Meiselles. new act of three girls, 
is a graduate of the Carnegie Tech 
Drama School Melly Papile 
has started her fifth straight year 
at the Horseshoe Bar piano. 


Lawn, , 


Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Third Man Theme” 


Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Third Man Theme” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“My Foolish Heart” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Bewitched” 

Best British Seller 
“My Foolish Heart” 


GWEN WILLIAMS CUTS 
DISK SERIES FOR ZIV 


Gwen Williams 
sumed her singing 
series of transcriptions 
Frederick W. Ziv’s World 
casting System. Singer was accom- 
panied on the sides by Hank Syl- 








week 
with a 
for 


last re- 
career 
cul 

Broad- 


vern’s orchestra. 


Mice Williame 
WaiSS Yoiriams 


ago upon her marriage to Norman 
Foley, general professional mana- 
ger of Miller Music. 


Sarah Vaughan’s Col. 
Album in July Release 


For 
album, 





“Sarah Sings You,” Sarah 
Vaughan’'s first be 
leased by Columbia Records .early 
next Album gal 
vocaling on eight tunes, backed by 


will re- 


month. features 


an all-star orch conducted by her 


husband, George Treadwell, and 


including Miles Davis on trumpet; 


Bennie Green, trombone; Tony 
Scott, clarinet; Budd. Johnson, 
tenor sax; Jimmy Jones, piano; 


Freddie Greene, guitar; Billy Tay- 

lor, Jr., bass; and J. C. Heard, 

drums, 
Numbers 


include “Nice Work If 


You Can Get It,” “East of the 
Sun.” “Mean to Me.” “It Might 
As Well Be Spring,” ‘‘Ain’t Mis- 
behavin’,” “Come Rain, Come 


Shine,” and “Goodnight. My Love.” 


Buddy Johnson Band 
Set for D.C. Week Run 


Washington, June 6. 
Buddy Johnson, who cut his road 
tour short of 
his doctor, will bring his band into 


last week on orders 


the Howard theatre, Washington, 
for one week, beginning Friday 
(9), 

Following the Howard engage- 
ment, Johnson's crew will play a 
two-week stand in New York at 


Harlem's Savoy Ballroom and then 
lav off tor a fortnight before start- 
ing out on a tour of one-niters. 


| Inside Orchestras—Music 


Coral Records reissuing of old Bob Crosby sides in its “Swingin’ at 
| the Sugar Bowl” album was prompted by a Chicago disk jockey, Fred 
| Reynolds, whose half-hour Saturday show over WGN is called, appro- 
| priately enough, “Swingin’ at the Sugar Bowl.” While the album was 
|named after the deejay stint, there’s more to it than that. Back in the 
| late ’30's, when Crosby was playing at the Blackhawk in Chicago, one 
of his fans was Carl Ed, who draws the “Harold Teen” cartoon and 
who is Reynolds’ father-in-law. A Sugar Bowl fan club was formed. 
named after the swing joint in the cartoon. When Reynolds origirated 
his show in April, 1948, he gave it its title and began plugging some 
of the old Crosby recordings. He got enough response to persuade 
Coral to reissue enough sides to form the album. The “Swingin’ at the 
Sugar Bowl” number on one of the sides was written in about 1938 
by Crosby and some of the Bobcats and was named after the fan club 
of that time, but the album was actually given its title in recognition 
of Reynolds’ push for the reissues. 


Officials of the National Capital Sesquicentennial Commission this 
week announced a contest for the composition of an official Sesquicen- 
tennial march for military bands, as part of the program for the cele- 
bration this year of the 150th anniversary of Washington, D. C., as the 
nation’s capital. Winning entry in the march contest will be pubbed 
by Carl Fischer, Inc., which is cooperating in conducting the competi- 
tion. 

Contest is open to all citizens of the U. S. and its possessions, with 
entrants required to submit a full band score under a pseudonym, cus- 
tomary in such contests. Competitions musi be original unpublished 
works, suitable in style and length for performance by military ba>ds. 
Contestants may send in more than one manuscript, with the fictitious 
name on each page*and the sender’s real name and address in a sealed 
envelope attached to the score. Official entry blanks, obtained by writ- 
ing the Music Division of the NCSC, also must accompany the manu- 
scripts. 

Louis Armstrong continues his literary career with a review in the 
New York Times book section next Sunday (11) of Alan Lomax’s “Mr. 
Jellyroll,” a study of another great jazz man, Jellyroll Morton. Arm- 
strong is also at work completing his autobiography for possible Harper 
publication next spring. 

Preparations, meantime, are being set to make Satchmo’s 50th birth- 


day on July 4 an international event Leading disk jockeys, includ- 
ing Ted Husing, Gene Norman, Sherm Feller, Bob Clayton, Martin 
Block, Art Ford, Fred Robbins, Jackson and others, are seheduling 


special programs between July 1 and 4 to commemorate the occasion. 
The “Voice of America,” U. S. State Department agency, will also 
beam Armstrong birthday salutes in 70 languages over the globe 

A tie-in with Mars Candy has been set up by Apollo Records, N. Y., 
to help plug its recent novelty recording “The Little Green Man 
(With the Big Fat Head).” Published by Happy Goday, number deals 
with a Martian who lands on earth when his “flying saucer’ breaks. 
Line in tune notes character is “just a salesman for Mars candy bars.” 

Initial step in the tieup will be the issuance of a box of Mars candy 
bars to all disk jocks to whom copies of the record are sent. An allot- 
ment of platters has also been issued to Mars candy distributors. Tune 
was written by Larry Russell and the Four Jokers. The Jokers also 
handle the vocal. 


For the first time in his 15-year association with RCA Victor, Allan 
Jones conducted a recording session in the diskery’s New York studios 
before departing for a six- month swing around the British Isles with 
his troupe. Jones cut an album of songs, under the title of “The Fire- 
fiy”’ with soprano Elaine Malbin and Al Goodman's orch supporting. 

Victor, meantime, is planning a special campaign on the occasion of 
Goodman's completion of his 25th album for the company. Latest two 
sets by Goodman are “The Chocolate Soldier” and “Roberta.” 


Columbia Records execs are pooh-poohing reported claims that Manie 
Sacks, RCA artist relations chief, had been angling for a-flock of Col 
artists while Sacks was on the Coast recently. Among the Col artists 
mentioned as likely to surrender to the call of the Little Dog’s bark 
was Oscar Levant. Goddard Lieberson, Col exec vice-prexy, points 
out that Levant’s contract wiih the diskery doesn’t run out until 1953. 















For Your Organ Keyboard 





Remember when they used to joke about 
the traveling musician who had to carry 
his mighty pipe organ along with him? 
Well—it'’s possible now. There is an 
amazing new invention that elimi- 
nates both the weight and expense of 
console and key actions—by making 
use of existing piano keyboards. 


The organ proper then can be 
carried in two compact cases. 


Ease of carrying is only half the 


story of this new electronic piano- 


LOWREY 


OO 


CHICAGO 


You Can 





Use Any Piano 





organ—the Lowrey ORGANO. Quickly 
installed on the piano, it produces rich 
organ music in complete chord struc- 
tures— played with both bands right on 
the piano keyboard. It doesn’t inter- 
fere with the piano—but you can play 
intriguing duets by yourself — organ 







and piano together. 

Want something new — utterly dif- 
ferent? Hear the Lowrey ORGANO. 
Complete information is FREE— 


easily 


send coupon, 


r 
| LOWREY ORGAN DIVISION 
| Central Commercial Industries. Ine. 
| a 2 so Mic Hhigan Ave ( ! iouge 4 HHH. 
| Please send me tull detail ane literature on the new Lowrer 
j ORG ANO), 
| Name “ - 
Street 
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ormby, Evans Boff Takes May Cue 
More British Variety Units in Canada 


Toronto, June 6. 

On the strength of his George 
Formby success earlier this season, 
Ernest M. Rawley, manager of the 
Royal Alexandra here, is more than 
toving with the idea that Canadian 
audiences are enthusiastically re- 
ceptive to the importation of Brit- 
ish music hall units, this enhanced 
by the fact that a new audience seg 
developed here in the 
migration of 360.000 
residents of the _ British 


ment has 


postwal Some 


forme! 


Isles Earlier this season, Rawle, 
brought over Formby, a Lancashire 
comedian with a film and disk fo 


maine in Canada and was cur- 


prised that the dialect comic, after 
a sold-out week in advance at the 
Roval Alexandra, Toronto, then em 
barked on a whirlwind trans-Can- 
ada tour of one-nighters to 
close to $250,000 in five weeks. 


gross 


Hy 


} 1 - 
pooKe., 


Again in association with 
man Zahl, British talent 
Rawleyv has just completed another 
which he flown 


experiment in had 


over from London another London 
variety unit, headed by Norman 
Evat for a one-week engagement 


at the Roval Alexandra, Toronto 


vhich was extended to a fortnight 
to neat returns Meanwhile, Raw 
ey has completed plans to spend 
some six weeks in Britain and the 


Continent, this a haliday that will 
also be combined with business in 
lining up his next im- 
presario ventures in addition to his 
management duties 
who flew from 
at Rawlevy’s insistence to 
Red River Relief Rally 
week, will be back with his 
unit for another Canadian tour, 
early in September; and there are 
more than remote possibilities that 
other London music hall units will 
be slotted into the Canadian legit 
theatrical scene next season 

Evans Unit's $19,200 


season's 


loe al 


sritain 
headline 


Formby, 


the 
last 


benefit , 


could have stayed a third week, this 
would have gone to capacity on 
basis of final week’s business. 
“Good Evans” unit, headed by 
Evans, a fine comedian and Gracie 


Fields protege; Maudie Edwards, 
Welch song dialectician and BBC 


woman impressionist; and Freddy 
and Paul King, comedy _instru- 
mentalists, are enthusiastic on the 
audience-response in the two-week 
engagement in Toronto, which they 
took as a busman’s holiday for their 
one-month vacation, prior 
resumption next week on 
tour of Britain’s 
Comedian pro 
to bring a pantomime unit to 

next season, with Maudie 
also understood to head 
her own show Not forgotten is 
that they can tariff—and get—that 
$3 top in this country, a boxoffice 
item unprecedented for eight acts 
of vaudeville ia Britain. : 


| Midwest Vaude Dates 


annual 
; +} ee 
to thei 
‘ 96-1 rol 
another 26-weeKk 

< t 
top music halls 
post 


Canada 
Edwards 








Chicago, June 6 

Cal-Neva Lodge, 
Lake Tahoe, July 10. Jan Bart 
set the Vine Gardens Jack 
srown left the Mutual agency afte: 


Paul Gray into 
fo. 


several association 


Georgie Goebel back to Helsing’s, 


vears 


after two years absence, June 23 

Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz 
play the Riverside, Milwaukee, 
July 6 Dave Malcolm will pro- 


duce the Sister Kenny Polio Circus, 


Aug. 21-27 at Soldier Field 

’ Paul Gilbert and Patti Ross set for 
Pastime Club, Des Moines, June 
23 Club Hollywood's June 9 
show has Skeets Minton, Collins 4 
MeKay, The Proctors and Jil 
Adams Jimmy Wakely head- 
lines the June 15 show at the Ori- 
ental. 


Sandra Deel has cancelled out of 


| Disk Jock’s Tyro Show 
Hikes Biz at Balto’s Hipp 


Baltimore, June 6. 

Tieup of Bill Dyer, town’s top 
disk spinner and sportscaster from 
WITH. with the Hippodrome here 
in staking weekly. “Star Discovery 
Time” stage layouts, has built into 
a top grosser with Monday nights, 
normally off, now the big money 
getters of the week. 

Set in 13 week cycles, two semi- 
finals and a big final, setup utilizes 
seven acts to a frolic with an ap- 
plause meter the deciding factor in 
picking a winner. 


Mountford Death Calls 
Curtain on Turbulent 
Talent Union Career 


Death of Harry Mountford, 79. 
actor, playwright and talent union 
organizer, in New York last Sun- 
day (4), rang down the curtain on 
one of the most colorful, turbulent 
champions of a “fair deal” for act- 
eon both continents. While he 
suffered somewhat of a defeat in 
his struggles to solidify the rights 
of vaude troupers with the collapse 
of the White Rats, a union that 
iong ago anteceded the American 
Guild of Variety Artists (current 
vaude union), he counterbalanced 
that setback by farming out his 
charter and experience to the le- 
gitimate branch of theatre. 


ors 


It was via this switch that Actors 
Equity came into being and whip- 
ped the Producing Managers Assn. 
into line to gain recognition. From 
that victory formed the nu- 
cleus of the present-day Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America, 
from which sprang other talent 
unions such as Screen Actors 
Guild, Chorus Equity, American 
Federation of Radio Artists, Bur- 
lesque Artists Assn., American 
Variety Artists, and will 

parent the upcoming 

Authority being up 
agent for TV. 

However, Mountford will-be best 
remembered for his pioneering of 


Was 


Guild of 

eventually 
Television 
as bargaining 


set 

















On the Norman Evans unit. the Bismarck hotel show, June 9 

“Good Evans,” this troupe grossed Rest of the bill remains Fran- the White Rats and subsequent 
$19.200 on the fortnight, despite cis Rainey, Christine Carner, and struggle with the so-called vaude- 
the handicap that Evans and the Jack Vaughan have been added to ville trusts to better conditions and 
other members of the unit were en- the Max Leibman revue at the salaries of the performers. He had 
tirely unknown to Canadian audi- @’almer House June 8 Don votten half-wav through on this 
ences. apart from U. K. expatn Roth off to New York to set re- latter program, gradually gaining 
ates There was also the opposi- placements for his “Roarin 20's ground ,and better pay for the 
tion of summer weather. Manitoba '&YUe 3! the Blackhawk | Billy troupers and eliminating what had 
flood relief benefits, and the racing Eckstine set tor the Chicago Aug. more or less become acceptable 
b >) 7) Anita O’Day opens at Flame. . : , _ ra sd 
season; but Evans, the comedy ~ “eae abuses. when the United Booking 
eet al 4 ..~ Duluth, June 9 Vine Gardens Office (marshalled by B. F. Keith 
draw, grossed $8,000 on his first has inked its headliners until the ~ tS ggg age Ces eee 
week (at $3 top at the Royal Alex- frst of next vear with Barton Bros.. EK. F Albee, et al.) started a vigor- 
andra. 1,525-seater). and then Fddie White, Dolly Kay, Jackie OUS Campaign and successfully de- 
steadily mounted to $19,200, with Heller and return of Myron Cohen ¢@Pitated the union by setting up 

expectation that. if the troupe Dec. 29 comprising the bookings. (Continued on page 54) 

a 
The 
» xh 
May 31, 1950. 
H. D. HOVER 
Ciro’s 


Hollywood, Calif. 


Dear MR. HOVER: 


Our deepest appreciation and thanks for the opportunity 
you gave us in your world-famed supper-club, CIRO'S, Holly- 


wooed's "Springboard to Success." 


During the four weeks of our smash engagement, we 
signed a five-year contract with RKO, two pics a year 
(Starting June 15—"'Two Tickets to Broadway"), and re- 
ceived many, many other offers from all over the world. 


Also, we thank Ciro's responsive patrons who 


real judges of our talents. 


Hoping to play a return engagement scon— 
We remain, 





Sincerely yours, 


pohn, 


Charles, 


Valentino. 
“The CHARLIVELS’’ 


were the 





- Davy that 


lina, current, 


‘San Antone Nitery Ops Gang Up Vs. 


~ Opposish From ‘Slots, Army Soirees 


San Antonio, June 6. 


Local nightclub operators are 
banding together for the first time 
to effect ways and means of restor- 
ing waning biz. Ops assembled 
at the Kit Kat Klub, owned and 
operated by Dick Jones, for a dis- 
cussion of their woes last week. 
On hand at the confab were the 
owners or representatives of the 


Tropics. Shadowland, Rocking M 
Dude Ranch, the Mountain Top 
and the [laxco. 

Jones. addressing his colleagues, 


suggested all bury the hatchet ana 


Langford Subs for Ginny 
in K.C. Centennial Show 


Kansas City. June 6. 


Last minute switeh brought in 
Frances Langford. in place ot 
Ginny Simms. to head up the re- 


vue, “Big Birthday staged by the 
fashion industry here in connec- 
tion with city’s Centennial celebra- 


tion. Miss Simms had been signed 
for several weeks. but cancelled 
out because of illness 

Miss Langford and Jav Seiler, 
comic, were the only outside pro- 
fessionals in the $50,000 produc- 
tion which the industry staged. 
Cast also included Marlyn Ann 
Watters, Pauline Deniston. Vir- 
ginia Lee, Ronald Jordan, Robert 
Lowe and Donald Morse. local 
singers, with the Sylvia Lindsay 
Zailet. Eli Wheat Square Dancers 
and K Conservatory Choral 
Group. 

Show is an original revue with 
musie by Irving Berlau and book 


both of 


musical 


Goodtriend, 


Berlau as 


bv Robert 


h 
whom 


doubled 


director. and Goodfriend as direc- 
tor. Miss Langford sang six pop 
standards in sock fashion, and 
Seiler performed his comic rou- 
tine on curved skis to get the sec- 
ond act away in good fashion. Up 
to that point show depicted inci- 
dents in city’s early growth. in se- 
quence of musical scenes. Climax 
was the showing of about 100 new 
fashions. some imported from 
Paris. but mostly of Kansas City 
design, and heralding “Centennial 
Copper” as new fall color. 

Show plaved four performances, 
June 2-4, in the Music. Hall at $3.50 
top to good biz all the wav. Spe- 
cial premiere Friday night had a 


$7.25 top. It’s the first attempt of 
the fashion industry here to enter 
show biz on a sizable scale 


Qruiit. 


Saranac Lake 
By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake. N. Y., June 6 

Among local niteries who cashed 
in during the holidavs to start the 
summer 
Room, Sabattis 
Hennessevw's 


season were Alpine Glade 
Club. Major's Inn, 
The Birches and Dur- 
gans.. Latter featured Arque Dick- 
erson orch with 

It took Wilton H 
the Neighborhood 
mond, Va., six m 
check out otf the 
join the up 

Isabelle Rook. ex-Rogerite and 
Philadelphia pianist. skedded for 
a spinal operation at the Ray brook 
(N.Y.) Sanatorium 

Richard (Dick! Harper, of Loews 
Inc., in from NYC to give Variets 
hospital the once over and chat 
with Laura ‘Loew's! Sloan. of 


floorshow 


sirdsone. of 
Theatres, Rich- 
onths to rate a 
infirmary and 
department 


Cleveland, who is showing nice 
progress 
The Gerd Shindlers. Marv Dav- 


ies and Deha Okun shot in to visit 
author Seni Okun at the Raybrook. 


N. Y., Sanatorium. his all clear due 
Soon Is a certainty 

Mose LaFountain, boniface of 
Durgans’, has taken -over The 
Birches, a nitery on the Lake 


Placid voad 

Helen O'Reilly, ex-NVA-ite. who 
went into business after regaining 
her health here and operating the 
Hollywood Dress Shop. is going out 
of business since building housing 
her shop is to be razed. 

Local Elks put on a “Wake Up 
America” program on Memorial 
surpassed anything ever 
produced here. Town Hall was 
packed to the rafters Ine Rolan 
and his highschool band took care 
ot the musical end 


Write to those who are ill. 





_ Negotiations are on for Kitty 
Kallen to open at the Versailles. 
N. Y., June 14 to follow Luba Ma- 
1 1 


(cooperate with each other as 


‘revenue 


a 
matter of self-preservation. 


Forum revealed no one had any 
illusions about why the town’s nite 
clubs hadn’t been able to cash jn 
on the free spending public these 
last several postwar years. The 
midnight curfew. plus rigid ep. 
forcement of the liquor and gaming 


laws, has relegated clubs strict}, 
to restaurant and entertainment 
biz. 


It was further acknowledged the 
majority of local citizens want it 
this way and that the night 
must figure out means of 
along on this more 


Spots 
fetting 
wholesome, 


though distressing less lucrative, 
| basis. 

Two major plans were evolved 
at the meeting. First, efforts will 


be made tc encourage delegates to 

future conventions to stay over for 

“a night around the town.” 
Secondly, a concerted move will 


be set up against the reputed 
“large-scale civilian attendance 
and maintenance of slot machines 


at the clubs of 
establishments, 

Leading this fight was Col. B. F. 
Chadwick, owner and opegator of 
the Club Sevenoaks who stated, 
“IT started this fight once but none 


he town’s military 


of you joined me. But it’s clear 
now that our nightclubs cannot 
survive if the clubs around our 
military posts continue to. bring 


in name bands and other top-flight 
entertainment that we can’t afford. 
And I know they couldn't do this 
if they didn’t have the enormous 
from machines.” 

The local Army and Air Force 
installations present a ‘‘name band” 
at least once a month on a circuit 
basis. With the band playing at 
Kelly Air Force Base, Lackland Air 
Force Base, Randolph Air Force 
Base, Brooks Air Force Base and 
Fort Sam Houston. 

None of the nite spot operators 
raised the question whether mili- 
tary personnel, if thus deprived of 
stellar entertainment within their 
own organizations. would be _ in- 
clined to come happily trooping to 
the local nite spots. 


slot 


. , . 
Eckstine’s 40 1-Niters 
Billy Eckstine is slated to do a 

series of 40 one-night stands start- 


ing 


mid-September. Dates are 
currently being lined up by the 


William Morris agency. 
He'll play them on a guarantee 
and percentage. 


HAVE YOU SEEN 


JACKIE 








KANNON 


? 














EDDY MANSON’S 


“Talking Harmonica” 





Thanks, Columbia Records, 
for the Sweil Hit 


“I! Found My Mama” 


MARGERY WELLES 
At the Piano 


Management: 
M.C.A,. 











JACK PARKER 
and DOLL 


™ TROCADERO 
Evansvine 





« Set by: 
Sam Roberts 
Chicago 
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Roxy (N.Y.) Experiment May Prove 


‘Acid Test’ on 


The jury is still out on the ques- 
of whether television names 


tion 

are potent in-person draws. The 
Roxy theatre, N. Y., currently the 
proving grounds of whether tele, 


shows Can pull in situations where 
the audiences must plunk down 
coin-of-the-realm to see  what’s 
furnished for free by the tele net- 
works, is still undecided on this 
question. 

In two tries by the theatre in 
using tele headliners as b.o. bait, 
it’s still a split verdict. In a pre- 
vious try, theatre suddenly pulled 
Ken Murray’s, “Blackouts” dis- 
play after a gross of around 
¢48.000 on the first week with the 
film, “Ticket to Tomahawk” (20th). 
Last week, aided by the Memorial 
Day holiday, grosses have risen 
with Sid Caesar, Imogene Coca and 
Faye Emerson. Fiim is “Love 
That Brute” (20th). 

There are some 
factors in the study of both. Mur- 
ray clicked in a seven-year Coast 
run with “Blackouts” but brodied 
when he brought show east at the 
Ziegfeld theatre, N. Y. On the 
other hand, Caesar and Miss Coca 
had reps as top performers before 
invading vaudeo 

Situation is further complicated 
by the fact that while the Roxy 
was doing business during the 
holiday run, not all houses bene- 
fitted from the Memorial Day va- 
cation. Several houses on Broad- 
way registered only average takes. 

Another factor that 
taken into consideration is 
Nielsen ratings comparison. Mur- 
ray and the Caesar-Coca display 
“Your Show of Shows” were on op- 
posite each other. “Show” was 
consistently in the Top 10 while 
“Blackouts” was considerably be- 
low that in competition for listen- 
ers. : 

Belief among trade is divided. 
Some toppers at 20th feel that in 
the Murray show, picture wasn't to 
blame, but when a performer dis- 
plavs himself for tree, it’s difficult 
to get people to pay to see the 
same act. It’s felt that in video. 
unlike radio, a performer can make 
an impression without sight values. 
Public’s curiosity is whetted when 
the sight factor becomes available 
and the b.o. potency is increased. 

Thus Jack Benny, two vears ago 
at the Roxy with a sub-par picture, 
went into percentages. They feel 
that Bob Hope is hurting his b.o. 
lure by video appearances. but re- 
sults of his video forays won't be 
known for some time. 

Effects of video on the boxoffice 
haven't formed a definite pattern 
as observed at the Roxy, which is 


complicating 


must be 
the 


testing tele as a_ boxoffice aid. | 
Definite conclusions won't be 
known for some time. 

Tele’s b.o. possibilities are cur- | 
rently at the stage of early radio. 
During the ’20s and early ‘30s 
many exhibitors protested when 
top filmsters made radio appear- 
ances. Ultimately, it proved a 
boxoffice draw. Some feel that 


video will also become a_ boxoffice 


aid. Others think otherwise. Names 
are seen as well as heard on tee- 
vee—and there's little else a per- 


sonal appearance can contribute. 


A.C’S SLOW START, BUT 
CONVENTIONS HELPING 


Atlantic City, June 6. 

June got off to a poor start here 
with rain and exceptionaliy cool 
weather curtailing crowds. Con- 
ventions are helping, with next two 
wecks bookings very heavy. 

Outgoing past week were some 
2.000 delegates of the International 
Ladies Garment Workers Union 
end their families, which had met 
in Convention hali for 10 days to 
draw topflight speakers, including 
vice-president Alben Barkley and 
ihe same class of entertainment, 
Which ranged fr@M the’ opera, 
“Madame Butterfly,” given by the 
New York Civic Opera Co., to a 
concert by Rise Stevens and others. 

In this week is Edison Electric 
as the top convention. The week- 
end brings National Headliners 
and National Press Photographers 
here in semi-joint sessions when 
ewards wili be made to headiin- 
ers from this country and abroad. 











Songstress—Rosalind Courtright 
Will be the next attraction ai the 
Mural Room of the Baker jiviel, 


Dallas, opening Friday (8) for two 
weeks, 


B.0. of Video Stars 


+ — 


Singers Map Nitery Act 
Under Radio Monickers 


Pittsburgh, June 6. 

Marilyn McCabe and Don Wor- 
ley, couple of local radio singers, 
are putting together a nitery act 
but not under their own monickers. 
Instead, they’re going to call them- 
selves Marilyn Sommers and 
George Young, the names of the 
characters they’ve been playing for 
last eight months on KDKA’s Sat- 
urday night musical, “Welcome 
Aboard.” “Welcome Aboard” is 
pulling a switch on the bankrollers. 

Couple made their debut last 
week in a show at Kennywood 
Park and are now angling for cou- 
ple of downtown berths. 


Freedom Fair 


Now Dead Duck 


Washington, June 6. 

The proposed “Freedom Fair” in 
connection with Washington’s Ses- 
quicentennia!l Celebration was for- 
mally buried last week when tue 
Sesqui Commission voted to kill it, 
despite a last minute flurry from 
local business interests, who insist- 
ed that it should be resurrected. 

Freedom Fair, despite a $3,000,000 
gift from Congress, never got start- 
ed properly, bogged down and then 
ran into more trouble when the 
U. S. Attorney General recently 
ruled that the Commission could 
not create a non-profit corporation 
to run the fair and deal with the 
commercial interests which wanted 
to lease space and take concessions. 
However, other features of the 
Sesqui will continue this summer, 


LAMBKIN TO HEAD 
CHI MORRIS OFFICE 


Lambkin has left hts post 
as production manager for. Vet- 
erans Hospital Camp Shows to 
join the William Morris Agency as 
head of the Chi office. He'll suc- 
ceed: Bob Lastfogel, nephew of Abe 
Lastfogel, agency’s general man- 
ager, who goes into personal man- 
agement. 

Lambkin, who starts in Chicago, 
June 19, is in the N. Y. office 
studying operational procedure. 











Phil 





Hollywood’s Mocambo 
Sets Torme, Other Acts 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Quartet of attractions has been 
sold to Mocambo by Carlos Gasiel. 

First two acts, Mel Torme July 
11 and King Cole July 25, are in 
on percentage deals. June Christy 
comes in Aug. 8 at $750 weekly 
and will be followed by June Hut- 
ton, Aug. 22, at $500 weekly. 





Donna Atwood Rejoining 
‘Ice Capades’ in A.C. 


Pittsburgh, June 6. 
Donna Atwood, star of last sev- 
eral “Ice Capades” who retired 
from the rink revue in October to 
await the stork, will rejoin the 
show this summer when it begins 
the annual Atlantic City stand. 


In private life, Miss Atwood is Mrs. 
John H. Harris, wife of the pro- 
ducer of “Ice Capades.” She _ be- 
came mother of twin boys on the 
Coast several weeks ago. 

Another recent mother going 
back with “Ice Capades” this year 
is Trixie, the juggler. She was out 
of the Harris show for two seasons, 
appearing in the Sonja Henie-Ar- 
thur Wirtz productions at the Cen- 
ter theatre in New York. Return- 
ing with Trixie to the frosted spec- 
tacle is her husband, Esco LaRue. 





Back from London 
Romayne and Brent (Barbara 
Terry and Philip Romanchuk), bi- 


evcle and skating turn, returned to 
Now York vesterday | Tues } on the 


Nieuw Amsterdam after a stint fn 
the London stand of: “Ice Cas- 
cades.” 

Lyn & Margot (Mr. and Mrs. 


Carter), British musical 


Francis E. i 
also arrived gn the 


comedy act, 


same ship. 


' Anti-Free Lunch Ukase 


Cancels Comic’s Giveaways 


Jackie Bright, who does an auc- 
tioneer-giveaway act, had to cancel 
a two-week date at the Lotus club, 
Washington, D. C.., 
interpretation of 
ute. 


an abscure stat- 


Bright was told that by statute, | 


nothing may be given away in 
any spot where liquor is sold as 
a hypo to business. 
was intended to curb free lunch in 
cafes, it now applies to any sort of 
giveaway. 


Ringlings May 
Bypass MSG For 
N. Y. Armories 


Possibilities are that the Ring- 
ling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey 
circus may attempt to bypass their 
annual engagement at the Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., for next sea- 
son. Cireus toppers are currently 
negotiating with Kingsbridge Arm- 
ory in the Bronx, N. Y., for a two- 
week stand and are looking for a 
Brooklyn site for a similar run. 

Negotiations for these sites indi- 
cate that the circus toppers are 
trying to reduce the big-top’s nut 
by going in for lower rental 
than what they’ve been paying for 
the Garden. Under arrangements 
with MSG, the Ringlings were in 
on a guarantee and percentage ar- 
rangement that cost between $10.- 
000 and $11,000 daily. 


Lease between Garden and Ring- 
ling expired this year. There have 
been reports that the Cole Bros. 
Circus, starring Hopalong Cassidy, 
was anxious to acquire for a spring 
run. No deal has been made as yet, 
and probability is that none will 
be until the results of its stand at 
the Yankee stadium, 
21, for five days, is determined. 
There also have been reports that 





the Daly Bros. Circus is interest- 
ed in a Garden run. 
The Cole show, which did well 


in Chicago, is doing spotty busi- 
ness in Detroit. This outfit has also 
revamped its schedule to play cities 
normally hit by Ringlings in the 
midwest, before the latter comes in. 

With the Cole Bros. playing 
Yankee Stadium and Ebbets Field, 
Brooklyn, New York will have one 
of its biggest circus seasons in 
many years. It will also give an 
indication of Bill Boyd’s (Hopa- 
long Cassidy) draw as an in-person 
attraction. Hitherto his 
ances have been on a gratis basis 
for the promotion of his licensed 
merchandise. 


Firestone Buys Out RB&B 





Circus for Employee Party 


No. Adams, Mass., June 6. 


The Firestone Co. here has 
bought out the afternoon perform- 
ance of the Ringling Brothers-Bar- 
num & Bailey Circus, June 17. Two 
thousand tickets are being dis- 
tributed to employees and 7,000 to 
their wives and children. Stubs for 
concession privileges are also be- 
ing passed out. 

On-the-cuff affair is in honor of 
the company’s 50th anniversary. 


because of strict | 


Although law | 


spots } 


AGVA, AFM Bury 


Long-Drawn 


Abbott Dancers Set 


| 

For European Tour 
Chicagg, June 6. 

Merrill Abbott dancers will make 
a complete tour of the larger cities 
of Europe this summer sailing for 
Italy on June 23 and returning to 
the Palmer House, Chicago, Sep- 
tember 1. Girls will do a compiete 





show, with each terper doubling in 
solos. 

Edie Barstow, choreographer for 
Miss Abbott, will accompany the 


group on their trip, which starts off 
at the Lido, Venice, and follow 
through Italy with stops at Rome, 
Naples and Turin. Terpers then 
swing to Paris and I.ondon before 
returning home. 


Carousel, Pitt 
In Name Splurge 


Pittsburgh, 

With end of banquet season, 
when local niteries can pack them 
in with just a couple of Joe 
Doakses, Jackie Heller has pack- 
aged a series of names for his 





June 


downtown cafe, the Carousel, to 
offset the beginning of the sea- 
sonal summer slump. He’s filled 
June with top-flight acts, all on a 
single week booking. 

Spot currently has the Mills 
Bros., who opened last night (5), 


| and they'll be followed in turn by 


starting June | 


appear- | 


Board of Directors. 


Henny Youngman, Sid Stone and 
Frances Langford. Last time Miss 
Langford played a local night club, 
it was at the Copa, right across 
from Heller’s spot. 

Along with Stone, Carousel has 
booked Joe Mann _ and 
Beverly (Mr. and Mrs.), local radio 
aces who put together a _ nitery 
turn just a few months age and 
broke it in for Heller. Return en- 
gagement is a result of their previ- 
ous click. 


J. D. BALDWIN NAMED 
MGR. OF KENTUCKY FAIR 


Louisville, June 6. 


J. Dan Baldwin, Lexington, Ky., 
begins his new duties as manager 
of the Kentucky State Fair tomor- 
row (7), succeeding George Lam- 
bert, who resigned several months 
ago after a hassle with State Fair 
Chairman of 
June Dairy Month, Baldwin left 
the post of head of the division of 
marketing, State Department of 
Agriculture, to accept the State 
Fair managership. 

Plans for new Kentucky State 
Fairgrounds include an expendi- 
ture totaling eventually $5,000,000, 
including grounds, a sports stadi- 
industrial exhibition building, 


um, 
and other features Land is now 
being acquired for the new state 


project. 


bree Snow, whe opens at the 
Monte Carlo, Pittsburgh, June 8, 
is slated for the Glen Casino, 
Buffalo, June 17. 


Dissidents Challenge Shelvey Ouster 
In Philly Courts on Eve of AGVA Meet 


Philadelphia, June 16. 

The dispute over leadership of 
American Guild of Variety 
flared into fresh litigation 
of the opening of the 
here with the 
in Common 


the 
Artists 
on the eve 
AGVA convention 
filing of 
Pleas court. 

One of the suits, a bill in equity, 
was filed in Court No. 4 and seeks 
to reopen a case argued here two 
years ago in Court No. 1. At that 
time it was stayed pending a de- 
cision of the New York supreme 
court in a similar action. 

Eight persons, who called them- 
selves trustees ad litem of AGVA, 
named 60 defendants in the bill of 
equity Hude the officer 
ants include offic 
poe the delé 83 hb! 


two suits 


The defend- | a ee - 
ac son 
Wid WGhULAPamiceds KhAtdganaL ! 


tion which opened Monday (5) in 
the Hotel Adelphia. 

Main target of the court action 
is Dick Jones identified in the bill 
as “alleged national representative 
of the AGVA in Philadelphia.” 
The bill asks the defendants to ac- 


count for $13,000 and other un- 
stated sums allegedly paid to 
Jones. 

The bill in equity was filed bs 


Arthur W. A. Cowan. acting as at- 


torney for a group of eight plain- 
tiffs. At the same time Cowan 
filed another action in Court No. 6 
on behalf of Matt Shelvey. former 
head of the AGVA now living in 
Ventnor, N. J. The suit charges 
malicious prosecution in connec- 


tion with a larceny charge lodged 
against Shelvey, in Atlanta, Ga., 
which was. iater owt gros 


ATE FPLAGY 


Elaine | 


Hatchet In 


Jurisdiction Hassle 


¢ The tiff between the American 
Guild of Variety Artists and the 
American Federation of Musicians 
Was settled last week, almost on the 
eve of the conventions of both 


unions. Settlement was made in 
the form of a memo signed by 
James C. Petrillo, AFM chieftain, 
and Gus Van, AGVA president. and 
is Operative immediately. 

The clash came last year when 
the AFM demanded the return of 
the AGVA initiation: fee paid by a 
bandleader emceeing the shows at 
an RKO house in Harlem. When 
AGVA refused, Petrillo declared 
that he would pull bands out of 
theatres and cafes where AGVA 
acts worked and would force musi- 
cal turns away from AGVA. Issue 
was on its way to the courts when 
AGVA refunded the disputed ini- 
tiation fee, and left the way open 
to further negotiations between the 
unions. 

Most important point in the new 
agreement is the clause stating 
“Actors whose performance con- 
sists mainly of acting, singing and 
dancing, etc., and may incidentally, 
during a small portion of the act 
play an instrument, properly be- 
long in the jurisdiction of AGVA.” 
It’s felt that the heart of the dis- 
pute lies in the promulgation of 
this clause. 

First point of the new pact pro- 
vides that any jurisdictional dis- 
pute that arises because of misin- 
terpretation of any point in the 
agreement should be resolved at 
top levels of both organizations. 

No local branch of AGVA is per- 
mitted to rule on such matters. 
Second clause stipulates that any 
AFM sideman who plays as an act 
and does not play an instrument 
will not be required to resign from 
AGVA. This has reference to per- 
formers who may do an act one 
day and work as a musician the 
next. In either case the activities 
of the individual are confined to 
the one classification. This type 
of performer can belong to both 
organizations, and operate under 
the contracts of either union de- 
pending on type of work he’s doing. 

Another point makes provision 
for sidemen or bandleaders whose 
performance consists in the main 
of instrumental playing and who 
may incidentally do some emcee- 


ing. These shall belong to AFM. 
All instrumentalists, including 
cocktail units, accordionists, har- 


monica players, eic., who may play 
an instrument exclusively, on stage 
or in a floorshow, may not become 


AGVA members, and must hold 
AFM cards. 
Non-playing vocalists traveling 


with a band belong to AGVA, but 
singing musicians are not required 
‘(Continued on page 54) 


GALS CITE UNION RULES 
AND BEAT ‘LEWD’ RAP 


Houston, June 6. 

Two girls billed as “@xotic dane- 
ers” used one of the rules of their 
union in defense against charges 
of indecent exposure. 

This rule of the American Guild 
of Variety Actors forbids any mem- 
ber to dance without panties or 
bras. Penalty for violation is a 





$500 fine, according to the girls. 
An all male jury heard testi- 
mony, then took iess than five min- 


utes to acquit Margie Lamonte and 
Mitzie Wright. 


$4,800,000 for Season’s 


Take on ‘Ice Capades’ 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Preliminary recap of season take 
of John H. Harris “Ice Capades of 
1950.” indicates gross of about $4,- 
800,000, about 6% under last year’s 
$5.200.000. Show played 22 cities 
for 46 weeks. It’s now laying off 
before an Atlantic City reopening 
in July. 

“Icecapades of 1951,” 
blade version of “Student 
bows during the last part of 
Atlantic City stand. 





including 
Prince.” 
the 





Chadwick Adds Another 
San Antonio, June 6. 
Col. B. F. Chadwick leased his 
Club Seven Oaks for five years to 
W. E. Wagner, effective June 21. 
Wagner in turn has subiet * 
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Night Club Reviews 


Siarlight Roof, N. ¥. 
(WALDORF-ASTORIA HOTEL) 


band contribution to the floor di- 
vertissement. 

Damone shows to excellent ad- 
vantage here. Handling himself 
with restraint and a proper appre- 
ciation of the type of audience 
this plus ultra spot draws. he 
works with a nicely contrived blend 
of dignity and a bovish charm that 
carries appeal and never becomes 
cloving. Vocally it’s a solid pro- 
jection of alternating ballad and 
rhythm items. with particularly 
praiseworthy phrasing and shading 


being brought to the romantic 
Ivrics Plaving his most prestige 
spot to date, Damone more than 
measures up to his surroundings 
here 


Borr outfit currentiv is leaning 


much more heavily on Latin tunes 
than usual, due to the tact that 
Lombardo doesnt go in for the 


hip -swivelling rhvthms unlike 
other crews of the Eddv Duchtn 
or Emil Coleman genre for whom 
Borr usually reliefs. Fight-piece ag- 
gregation does its customary com- 
petent job, although some of the 
south-of-the-border stuff gets a lit- 
tle out of hand as regards volume. 

Sammy Kave orch follows the 
Lombardos here on June 29. with 
Phil Spitalny’s “Hour of Charm” 
femme group slated for July 27. 
Vaughn Monroe comes into the 
room tor a stand late in August. 

Rich, 


Latin Quarter. Bosion 


Boston, June |. 


Billy Daniels. with Benny Payne: 


Pan Merryman, Madcaps (2), and 
Curt Jons Dancers (6 Dave Les 
ter Orch Si: Do) R co Trio 
min. $3. 

Although a comparative un 


known in this area. Billy Daniels 
is currently building himself a 
nifty rep during his nitery debut 
here, with the result. he is being 
held over for a second week. Guy 
moved in with very little fanfare 
but reaction to his vocalizing has 
been solid, with buildup mostly via 
word of mouth 

Daniels could aptly be tabbed the 
male counterpart of Lena Horne, 
for he has same _ sock delivery 
stage savvy and knowhow with a 
song. Neat stage lighting dreamed 
up by boniface Lee Fields also 
gives the guy a big assist. Backed 


by some solid 88’ing by his accom- 
panist, Benny~ Payne. vocal stint 
includes such faves as “Summet 
time.” “I Only Have Eves for 
You,” and “Deed I Do.” He's espe- 
cially solid in medley of slow bal- 
Jads, “Time on My Hands.” “Too 


Marvelous for Words” and “I Can 
Dream, Can't I.” 

Ringsiders refuse to let Daniels 
off until he does “Old Black 
Magic,” a nifty “My Foolish Heart” 


and “Yiddisher Mama.” 
Supporting lineup is fair, with 

Pan Merryman outstanding. Does 

some neat acro terping, which Is 


gal’s attractiveness, 
nice response The 
bovs with harmoni- 
cas, put on a sesh of zanities for 
fair returns. Held over are the 
Curt Jons Dancers, who do okay in 
two spots. 
Dave Lester 
Don Rico Trio for 
ing. Biz fair. Elie 


pointed up by 
and getting 
Madcaps, two 


orch alternates with 


customer danc- 
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|mime in 
| bit with theme 


(hes Paree, Chi 
Chicago, June 2. 

Joe E. Lewis with Austin Mack, 
Sophie Tucker with Ted Shapiro, 
Hot Shots (2), Stan Grover, Doran 
& France, Chez Paree Adorables 
(12). Cee Davidson Orch (10). 
Chico Rhamba Band (3); minima 
$3.50, cower $1.10 e 

Since Jimmy Durante closed 
here in mid-March. the Chez has 
had difficulty in luring customers. 
This new bill should have no trou- 
ble at all. And if opening night 
business is an indication, owner 
Dave Halper and his associates 
should be able to walk in the 
clouds for the next four weeks 

The show is sock. It ran one hout 
and 40 minutes opening night, and 
while it had its weak spots. as any 


show that long will. they didn't 
‘cur while Sophie Tucker or Joe 
FE. Lewis were on. And they were 


on most of the time 

opens with a neat Dorothy 
production number, fol- 
lowed bv the Hot Shots. Then Miss 
Tucker comes on to an _ ovation. 
She thanks the crowd in recitation 
form, and then some repartee with 
accompanist Ted Shapiro But 
things start moving when she goes 
into her songs. “Deep Freeze Ma- 
ma.” “How Do the Old Gals Do 
It?” are sock. She has the audi- 
ence howling with her “Make It 
Legal, Mr. Seigal”’ and her advice 
to married women to “Make Him 
Sav Please.” Yiddish Ivries in for- 
mer don’t bother the audience, her 
meaning is funnv and clear in anv 
language. Sandwiched between two 
is a dramatic recitation appealing 
for tolerance and a quick switch 
into “Some of These Davs.” Miss 
Tucker begs off graciously. plug- 
cing Lewis and thanking Shapiro 
and the band. Shapiro, incidentally. 
does a fine viano job and is right 
on Miss Tucker's heels in their ex- 
changes. 


S low 


Dorben 


Following another tasteful pro- 


duction number. Lewis ters to 
another great ovation. Lewis is on] 
for nearly 50 minuies. aac keeps 


his audience yocking all the time. 


Starts slowly. savoring every gag 
and everv false beginning to one 
of his parodies. His parodies on 
Ghost Riders.” “Music. Music. Mu- 
sic.’ and “Nothing Like a Dame” 
°9 over solidly. But it’s his “Dance 
Ballerina. Dance.” “Um Just Wild 
About Harry” and his’ French 


translating that has the audience 
shouting for more. Austin 
does a remarkable iob of keeping 
up with the fast-switching Lewis 
Hot Shots are a competent tap 


team, with added advantage of be- 
ing good seat vocalists Their 
closer. “teaching” emcee Stan Gro 


ver to dance, is best of their four 


routines. 

Production numbers are neatly 
staged and costumed, and finely ex- 
ecuted by the Chez Paree Adora- 
bles. Doran and France are a grace- 


ful ballet team who fit nicely into 
production pattern. and emcee 
Grover sings smoothly with num- 
bers. Cee Davidson orch does won- 
derful backing job for a difficult 
show. Davidson orch and Chico 


band pack floor with good foxtrots 
and excellent rhumbas and sambas. 
Chan. 


Oval Room. Boston 
(COPLEY PLAZA HOTEL) 
Boston. June 2 
Jack Cathcart & Continentals 
(5). Rannyu Weeks Orch (8). Tony 
Peters Trio: cover. $1.50. $2 


This avparently being an oven 
season on group. singers, Kay 
Thompson, Jane Pickens. et al, 


Arki-Yavenson has booked another 
group of newcomers hereabouts, 
the Continentals, into this plush- 
erv. with creditable results 
Under the aegis of Jack Cath- 
cart, who arranged the routines 
and accompanies the group on 


i piano, the lads dish out some solid 


harmonizing and routinings that 
add up to neat entertainment, espe- 
cially for class svots. Attired in 
white dinner jackets. thev make 
neat appearance which, aided by 
apparent enthusiasm for their 
chores, creates nifty impresh 
Group tees off with the “Conti- 


nental,” the Ivrics switched to 
serve as nice intro. Follow with 
neat “Donkey Serenade” and “Fid- 


dle Faddle.” Latter is hoked up 
arrangement with boys interpolat- 
ing a few jazz licks while tenor 
30b Garsen attempts, to whistle it 
long-hair style. Gets okay reaction 
Another topnotcher is a group of 
Spirituals featuring bass Ed Mil- 
lard, while bovs hum and _ panto- 
background. A Russian 
lifted from Tehai- 


kovsky’s 4th Symphony scores 
neatly with lads making like bala- 
laikas, 

Catheart’s arrangemenis show 
imagination with “Danny Boy” 


showeasing Millard’s 
bon Lorre, Grant, Cagney, etc., 
while others vocalize in back- 
ground.: Donec straight, ibut! effec- 


ability to car- 


} 
Mack | 


‘tively is Gershwin medley, “Sum- 


'mertime,” “Biding My Time,” “But | 


Not For Me,” winding with “TI Got 
Rhythm.” Entire stint drew nice 


response here, with singers bowing | 


off with lively “Persian Market,” 
which judging from applause, many 
diners had caught on crew's video 
appearance. 

Group is being held over until 
room shutters for the summer, 
June 24. with biz holding up fairly 
well. Raany Weeks orch_ back- 
grounds capably. alternating with 
Tony Peters trio for customer danc- 
ing. Elte. 


Colony & Aster. London 


London, Mav 29 
Julie Wilson, Paul Adam’s May 
fair Music, Santiago Lopez Orch; 


no ila MN, 

Julie Wilson, American singing 
importation, brings a sophistication 
rare to these parts. In her British 
debut at these adjacent spots, she 
bypasses most of the pop melodies 
and concentrates on sophisticated, 
pointed lyrics, characteristically 
suited to her stvle 

For the mixed clientele who pa- 


tronize these cafes, the formula 
cannot be 100°. successful. i's 
okay entertainment for the more 


sophisticated customers, but for 
others the regular tunes’ which 
make the hit parade are a surer 
and easier road to acclamation. 


The Colony, in addition, is by 
no means an entertainer’s dream 
spot. The “L’’ shaped room has 
the artists out of view. Miss Wil- 


son is an e-filling gal. and does 
her songs in a breezy manner. Top- 


per is “Kinsey Report.” “If a Man 
Could Be.” sung with quiet re- 
straint, also garners applause and 


sets her as a decided hit. 

Opening night biz at the Colony, 
where the show was caught. was 
capacity It’s a fairly safe bet it 
will continue at this level through- 
out Miss Wilson's four-week run. 

Mvyro. 





Larry Potter's. H’wood 
North Hollywood, Mav 31 
{nne Triola with Frank Warren 
& 41 Pellegrino, Carmen D’Anto- 
nin, Jimmy Ray, Johniy Duggan, 
Samba Kings (6); no cover 
immimumM. 


Russo 
or Dil 





‘Lhe “go West, yvoung man” rou- 
tine is being heard by enterta‘n- 
jment seekers in these p:urts sin 


tne Triola moved trom her lone- 

\t.me spot in town to the fringes of 

Sen Fernando Valley for a date at 

I ary Potter's. Traffic thro’ ga 

Cahuenga Pass has already in- 
eased noticeably. 

A clever comedienne who has 
vuilt up a steady following on ike 
Coast, Triola is a cinch to 
boost business at Potter’s with 
some excellent new material, deft- 
ly delivered. She works with au- 
ihority, combining an exquisite 
of timing. a highly mobile 
face ana a personal enjovment of 
comedy to sock over some hilari- 
ous stuff. She gets Steinway sun- 
port from Frank Warren and Al 
Pellegrino, former also taking 
eredit for the writing chore. On 
for more than half-an-hour, she 
dominates the show, slipping on!y 
with “A Rainy Sunday.” a fine bal- 
lsd by Warren which is too much 
| Ovt-of-keeping with the rest of her 
routine. 

Supporting layout gets 
results, although there’s an ov>r- 
emphasis on terping. Jimmy Rv 
scores best with his excellent soft- 
shoe routines, some done on a 
raised circular platform Highlights 
are his takeoffs on Joe Frisecc’> 
“Darktown Strutter’s Ball” number 
aiid the old Eddie Leonard and Pai 
Rooney routines. Gal terper Car- 
men D’Antonio is on for a pair of 
numbers, better of which is the 
‘Lady and the Bull.” Other, a hot- 
rod special, is only average. 

Vocalizing falls to Johnny Dug- 


Wiss 


sense 


PoC rd 


gan, whose Zenuine Boston Irish 
tenor is used to good advantage 
on four numbers. He’s an easy 


worker and earns good returns with 
his singing and emceeing. 

Russo and his Samba Kings open 
the floorsnow with a latune-medley 
version of “Rhapsody in Blue” that 
provides a fine start, and keep terp- 
ers busy during the rest of the 
evening. Kap. 


| Cire’s. Hellywood 
Hollywood, May 31, 
Jack Cole Dancers (10). Harry 
Zimmermon, Joey Stabile Orch (8 
—augmented to 22 during floor. 
show), Bobby Ramos Rhumband 
(5); cover $} 50-$2. 





Considera)! planning and ex. 
pense has fens @ into the new Jark 
Cole offering. Included are a spe. 
cial stage, complete with trapdoors, 
special music, costumes and props. 
Untortunately, all these things are 
used exclusively for the part of 
the Cole routine which is, from 
the nitery standpoint, the most in- 
effectual. 


Cole has worked out two com 
pletely new floorshows for this 
date. First inciudes three numbers 
tagged “The mythically contrived 
adventures of Pierrot and the 
Harlequins.” ii is this trio which 
required the special effects—and 
which make the least impression 


on a nitery audience. 
“Pierrot” adventures are beauti- 
fully costumed and_e excellently 


choreographed in the modern man- 
ner. As offerings at a modern dance 
recital they would be sock stuff, 
combining as they do rich costum- 
ing with fine dancing. As part of a 
floorshow tney sag. Adding to the 
burden is the Oriental-type chant 
done from ‘an on-stage medieval] 


cupboard by Lucy Andonian. Other 
three numbers in the first show. 
some with vocals by ex-Benny 


Goodman bandsinger 
are more popularly 
ing close to 
Cole, 
Second show, 
to a real 
tet of 


Liza Morrow, 
palatable, com- 
what is expected of 


however, is closest 
Jack Cole offering. Quar- 
numbers includes two East 
Indian dances and some latune 
stuff into which Cole has jammed 
all the color, motion and excite- 
ment that have marked his routines 
in the past. It’s table-pounding stuff 
all the way and was eagerly lapped 
up by an opening night crowd that 
had grown cold to the first show. 
Cole gets eacellent dance 


sup- 
port from a company of two male 
and three female dancers, topped 


by partner Gwyneth Verdon. Kap 





COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theotricals 


“ason's FUN-MASTER 





GLASON’S 
“THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE’ 
@ Nos. 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 each * 
(Sold in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL—FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 
BiG SPECIAL—ALL 35 FILES FOR 
ONLY $25 


‘@ 3 Bks. | PARODIES, per book $10 
—all 3 diff. Books for $20— 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET j 
e@ 4 BLACKOUT 6&BKS., ea. bk 
—zil 4 diff. Vols. for $80— 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 

(reissue), $2.00 

NO C.0.D.'S 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19. 


$25 @ 
$25 « 
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Personal Representative 
HESS MAYER 

The Shamrock, Houston, Tex 
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| Waliy Overman | 

COLORS IN RHYTHM | 
AMERICA’S FINEST NOVELTY 


Management: 
MATTY ROSEN, New York 
| SAM ROBERTS, Chicago 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


ALWAYS WORKING 
Now Moose Ciub, Wiiiiamsporit, 74 
First Open Date for Palace, Aug. 27th 
Dir.: Kaicheim & Smith? 
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BOB EVANS 


JERRY O’LEARY 


“Master Comedy Ventriloquist" 
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Jack Benny's 4056 on 21-Day Tour: 
Benefit for Runyon Fund Hit $9,400 


Jack Benny's tour which wound 
up in Seranton, Monday (5), com- 
pleted 21 dates for a total gross 


of $405,100, which isn’t considered 
bad coin these days. Benny ran 
into difficulties last week during 


weather, which has been rare in 
New York, plus the long Decora- 
tion Day weekend caused some 
dismal takes in various towns. 
iiowever. Benny bounced back 
Sunday ‘4) with what is considered 
the highlight of his tour, racking 
up $9.400 for his one-nighter at 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., for the bene- 
fit of the Damon Runyon Memorial 
Fund for Cancer Research. It was 
Benny's first N. Y. appearance 
since his stand at the Roxy thea- 


tre several years ago, when he 
worked for $40,000 weekly plus 
overages. Benny gave a_e good 


show which the audience enjoyed 
tremendously. It was evident 
during parts of the display that 
the jaunt had tired the comic 
somewhat. He wasn't hitting with 
his customary precision in some 
parts of the display, but overall 
impression verified that Benny is 
still one of our leading comics. 
The majority of his humor is 
pegged on to his radio characteri- 
zation. The crowd laughed at the 
lightest contradiction of his al- 
leged thriftiness. references’ to 
toupes, and the rest of the stand- 
ard situations which Benny has 
imprinted in the minds of the 
public 

\lost of his radio troupe accom- 
panied him during this tour. Phil 
Hlarris contributed a few bits for 
good effect. Vivian Blaine socked 
across three numbers and Roches- 
ter, soft-shoed and clowned his 
way into the crowd's good graces. 
The Stuart \lorgan Dancers 
opened the display with excellent 
adagio. but the novelty hit of the 





BILLY BISHOP 
An’ ANN 


Tasty Entertainment? 


“  . @ well-balanced dish 

of mirth and magic.” 
—George Bourke, 

' Miami Herald. 


Direction: 
New York 
MARK LEDDY 
LEON NEWMAN 





Chicage 
SAM ROBERTS 

















AT LIBERTY 


ALSTONE, well known composer of 
the hit sonas: “SYMPHONIE,” “Pi- 
GALLE,” etc., just arrived from 
French Riviera. Would like te play 
in # smart summer resort er cock- 
tail lounge. 


PLAYS WONDERFUL PIANO AND 
SINGS IN FRENCH 


Contact direct: ALEX ALSTONE 
45 West 61st St., New York City 
Phene: ENDICOTT 2-9200 




















Grant’s Riviera 


| RESTAURANT AND BAR 
158 West 44th Street 
| WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 
“MOM” GRANT 
| ALWAYS THERE TO GREET YOU 
* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 




















| latter 


layout was the Wiere Bros.. who 
stopped the show. 


The Carnegie Hall appearance 


Was memorable via ‘the extras on. 


the show, which if advertised, 
would have sold out house months 


{fic : ‘NS in advance. 
most of his stops when spring-like 


Fred Allen and Rise Stevens 
were advertised at the last minute. 
But others who showed up on the 
platform were Frank _ Sinatra, 
Danny Kaye and Milton Berle. 
Major responsibility was placed on 
Allen, who came out of the audi- 
ence to object to Benny’s fiddle 
plaving. He got up on stage to 
do the standard bit of getting his 
money back and read a humorous 
piece on Benny Allen, one of the 
top wits of show biz, didn’t do 
himself justice by reading from 
script. The usual flavor of Allen’s 
delivery was missing. 

Kaye's single number, his lam- 
poon of an off-key singer, rocked 
the house. Sinatra also got the 
audience measure with his tunes 
and Miss Stevens provided a class 
note with a trio of numbers and 
Berle closed the show after a 
few gags. He showed admirable 
restraint in confining himself to 
a few minutes. 

Altogether a memorable 
for an excellent cause 

During the week Benny hit some 
excellent takes, Toronto contribut- 
ed $26,450. Indianapolis hit $26,800 
and other high marks were regis- 
tered in Peoria. Moline, Des Moines 
and Wichita. Jose. 

Benny Burns in Buff 
Buffalo, June 6. 

When only about 3.000 persons 
showed up in Buffalo's huge 13,000- 
capacity Memorial Auditorium on 
Decoration Day to see the Jack 
Benny - Harris - Rochester show, 
Benny made no attempt to conceai 
his irritation. In interviews with 
the local press, ihe comedian sug- 
gested that he wouldn't have been 
in Buffalo were it not for a con- 
tract commitment and would pre- 
fer in the future to skip towns like 
this which netted such poor attend- 
ance in tavor of the spots which 
really wanted to see the show. Re- 
calling to newsmen that both Mil- 
ton Berle and Bob Hope ran into 
similar conditions in Buffalo lately, 
Benny stated that his show cost 
$40,000 a week to travel “including 
air transportation’ —and that the 
local engagement represented a 
substantial loss. 

Reviewing the. show next morn- 
ing, the Courier-Express headlined 
its story “Benny Lays "Em in the 
Aisles; Plenty of Room.” and 
quoted a line from the show as 
illustrating the comedian's “disgust 
with the turnout.” When Vivian 


show 


laine hesitated to kiss Benny “be- | 


fore all these people,” he was re- 
ported to have adlibbed, “Oh, there 
aren't so many.” 


Pitt Disappointing 
Pittsburgh, June 6. 

Jack Benny show dived at 3,800- 
seat Syria Mosque on its one- 
nighter last week and cost the local 
impresario, Bill Beegle, a wad of 
dough. Although Benny cut his 
original $10,000 guarantee in view 
of the poor turnout. 

Everybody agreed that the Benny 
show was head and shoulders above 
the recent Bob Hope layout, but 
just three weeks previously 


‘had practically packed the Mosque 


him had pretty well 


twice. It’s believed Benny picked 
a bad time. eve of a holiday ‘(Dec- 
oration Dav) added to fact that 
Hope and Toscanini right before 
milked the 
town. 
St. Loo Another Dud 
St. Louis, June 6. 
The two-hour show staged by 


‘Continued on page 54) 
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»>+tion followed a three-hour 


‘from the floor, 


|for every officer 


| Federation: of Musierans. 


Philly Cafe Op Takes Over 
500 Club, Atlantic City 


Harry Steinman, operator of the 
Latin Casino, Philadelphia, has 
taken over the operation of the 
900 Club, Atlantic City. He'll op- 
erate On a name policy and has al- 
ready lined up Joe E. Lewis and 
Sam Levenson for October appear- 
ances. 

Spot, which opens July 1, is still 
to set headliners for the first month 
ot its operation. 


Dues Hike, Agent 
Franchises Set 


At Philly Confab 


Philadelphia, June 6. 

Tne American Guild of Variety 
Artists at midnight last night (5) 
voted unanimously to hike its dues 
on a graduated scale for the com- 
ing year. The adoption of the mo- 
debate 
at the first evening session of 
AGVA’s third annual convention at 
the Hotel Adelphia here. 

The AGVA delegates also ap- 
proved a motion to withhold rec- 
ognition of all agents organizations 
and groups. At the suggestion of 
counsel Mort Rosenthal, formal 
passage of this motion was held up 
to allow the Resolutions Commit- 
tee to work upon the phrasing of 
the motion, and to provide for the 
60-day notice now in effect between 
AGVA branches and the agent 
groups. 





Concurrent with the delegates 


action on the agents, was a resolu- 
tion offered by Administrative Sec- 
retary Henry Dunn ‘who gave 


credit for the idea to Georgie 
Price) asking that AGVA drop the 
$50 franchise fee now being asked 
of indie bookers. This resolution 
similarly was sent to committee. 

The rise in dues was on a mo- 
tion of Lois Donn, Pittsburgh dele- 
gate, and the motion as finally ap- 
proved held the $24 per annum, 
scale for all members making less 
than $500 weekly. Members in 
the $500-$1,000 weekly bracket will 
pay $32; the $1,000-$2.000 weekiy 
acts are to pay $48, and $2.000 and 
up to pay $100 per year. 

President Gus Van opened the 
convention with the announcement 
that the long-standing dispute be- 
tween AGVA and American Feder- 
ation of Musicians had reached 
agreement. In an informal report, 
Van referred to his dealings with 
James C. Petrillo, boss of the mu- 
sicians. When discussion started 
however, Van said 
that full details of the pact would 
be revealed at a later session. 


Dunn told the delegates that 
Billy Rose had offered to turn over 
his $685,000 estate in Westchester, 
N. Y., to AGVA if the group can 
raise enough money a year to op- 
erate it. Dunn also said that Ed- 
die Cantor. when informed of the 
plight of some members, had vol- 
unteered to raise $100,000. Dunn 
said that AGVA now had plans un- 


'derway for to obtain the charter 


of the Burlesque Artists Assn. 

There was no indication of any 
action being taken concerning the 
two suits filed late last week in 
common pleas court here by a dissi- 
dent group of AGVA members. The 
delegates were made aware of the 
court action, however, at the open- 
ing of the convention. Summonses 
and delegate had 
been issued and they were brought 
up by a hotel bellhop. An AGVA 
aide, unaware of the contents of 
the envelopes, began serving them 
to the members present. 

Jackie Bright, New York dele- 
gate, was elected confab’s chair- 
man. Among some of the early 
business transacted was a réat- 
firmation of AGVA’s support of 
Television Authority Grorge 
Heller, TVA’s executive secretary, 
addressed the group. Another ad- 
dress was by American Federation 
of Labor veepee Matthew Woll, 
who told the delegates that ac- 
tors are now grown up trade- 
union-wise and should take their 
rightful place in the labor move- 
ment. 

Still to be considered will be 


AGVA’s” withdrawal from the 
western division of Theatre Au- 
thority. Union has already split 


from TA in the east. Union also 
gave a vote of confidence to Gus 
Van for his negotiation of its 
peace pact with the 


American. 
\ 


Sexy Gal Shows, Saloons Taboo 


For Chi Fair in Pitch for Family Trade 


There will be no Sally Rand fan- 
dancing or liquor at the Chicago 
Fair of 1950. opening June 24 and 
running until Labor Day. Whe 
midway which catapulted Miss 
Rand to stardom at the Chi Fair 
in 1932 is not in the plans of Cros- 
by M. Kelly, Fair’s exeéutive man- 
ager. 

Idea behind this line of reason- 
ing is the fact that > current sct- 
up is designed along Lines of per- 
manence. The fair will not only 
be a Chicago attraction for this 
summer, but plans are already un- 
derway for extension into 1951 and 
blueprints for subsequent vears 
are also being made 

Kelly feels that wine and sexy 
dancers aren't proper attractions 
to build up a family trade. In fact 
the Chi fair will eliminate the mid- 
way entirely. Closest approxima- 
tion will be the Dixieland Village, 
which will have an Old South 
atmosphere with a showboat type 
of presentation. Paul Killiam. who 
stages the shows at his Old Knick 
theatre-restaurant, N. Y., will pro- 
duce the shows. Aim is for pop- 
priced entertainment 

Ceiling on all amusements at the 
Chi fair will be 60c. There will be 
a water show, an ice show. a one- 
ring circus, a children’s festival, 
and a pageant enlisting 250 per- 
formers 

Special Events 

Fair also will depend on special 
events. There will be a water bal- 
let under Amateur Athletic Union 
auspices, an AAU swim meet and 
various special days such as are 
customary at most fairs. It hopes 
to have film-industry participation 
next season. Picture industry was 
asked to participate in current 
fair. but couldn’t get ready in time. 

Pians for the permanent fair 
have been under way since the be- 
ginning of the year when Kelly's 
appointment was announced. Fair 
is taking over 60 acres on which 
last year’s Railroad Fair was held. 

Show’s executives feel they can 
break even with 2,000,000 admis- 
sions at 50ce. art of the receipts 


will go toward establishing a fund 
for the reopening of the show next 
vear and to pay interest on the 
$1,000,000 in bonds floated to start 
the’ venture. The fair’s nut is con- 
sidered unusually low and made 
possible because a site already had 
a number of buildings standing 
from railroad display. 
Plenty Other Shows 

The single ring-circus will be 
housed in a tent of 4000 capacity. 
A 2.000 seat theatre will have “Mu- 
sic in the Round” which will pro- 
vide legit shows. It’s planned to 
revive such musicals as “Of Thee 
I Sing,” “On the Town” 
some of the standards revived an- 
nually in summer situations 

A television studio programmed 
by WGN-TV will be maintained 
In addition about 350 firms are 
participating in a variety of ex- 
hibits which will include a home 
building exhibition, atomic energy 
shows, agricultural displays and 
industrial exhibits. Theme will be 
the dramatization of the ‘‘Ameri- 
can Way of Life.” 

Project, according to Kelly, will 
be the first Chi fair on a perma- 
nent basis. Several firms have 
made commitments to come _ in 
next vear, and others who couldn't 
get set for this season will also 
come into the fold. 


Martin & kandi Curtail 
N.Y. Copa Run to Make Pic 


Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis are 
cutting short their stand at the 
Copacabana, N. Y., to head for the 
Coast for film assignment. Mindy 
Carson, originally slated for June 
29, is coming in to head the new 
display June 15. Romo Vincent and 
Adam and Jayne Di Gatano are 
others on this program. 

Because of switch in dates, Miss 
Carson had to postpone her date at 
the Stee] Pier, Atlantic City. which 
was to have started June 17. Mills 
sros. will substitute at the resort 
spot, and Miss Carson will play it 
sometime in August. 


as well as 








“De Mattiazzi introduces his 
‘exclusively patented life-size 
dancing dolls,” It is a very 
clever manikin conception, ex- 
ceedingly well executed and 
showmanly presented. 

“It’s a real novelty, excellent 
for cafes, television and any 
podium work. What's more, it 
breezes through its five minuies 
in whirlwiga and soeko style.” 


Abel, VARIETY. 


“There is a sensational. 


decades.” 


June 11—Ed Sullivan, 


tore 





the most talked about act in years 


The De Mattiazzis 


“Remote Control Dancing Dolis” 


(Act Copyrighted 1950 by CARLC DE MATTIAZZ}I 





new imported act, ‘De Mattiazzi,’ 
is about the most unusual routine 
Louis 


Just Conciuded Anniversary Show 


PALACE, NEW YORK 


"Toast of the Town" 

June 14—Olympia Theatre, Miami, Florida 

June 22—Capitol Theatre, Washington, D. C. 

June 30—Beverly Hills Country Club, Covington, Ky. 
August 3—Palmer House, Chicago 

October—-Desert Inn, Las Vegas 


Personal Direction—LARRY GENGO 
seen, beqnard Green Agency, 254 West 54th Sr... Mow ¥ York, N, ¥. ‘a 


SAESESEC ESS 


“De Mattiazzi showed one of 
the best novelty acts seen any- 
where in a long time. Both fig- 
ures look human, and their com- 
edy bits add to the realism. 
Even the cynical agents, who 
didn’t know the act, popped their 
eves. The De Mattiazzis won't 
have any trouble finding jobs.” 

Bill Sinith, BILLBOARD. 


which 
l can remember in a couple of 
Sobol, JOURNAL-AMERICAN, 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF JUNE 7 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


Fanchon Marco; (1) Independent; 























(L) Loew; (M) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stall; (W) Warner; 
(WR) Walter Reade 
NEW YORK CITY Louis & Oliv: Sis Merry Macs Will Hay Jr 
Capitol ‘L) & Marie Lawle Jimmy James Co SHEFFIELD 
Charlie Spivak Ore Freddie Lan: Rolly Rotls Empire M ¢$ 
Rose Murphy Red Thornton Vie Hyde | |} Reg Dixon 
Georgie Price Vagabonds Don Cummings 2 Harvards 
Lane Bros OMA & Dolonoff & Raya Margery Manners 
Music Hall «) 8 Orpheum (P) 9 Sis 2 Valettos 
Margaret Sande Frankie Cari: Ore Flying Comets Iris Sadler 
Gil Galvan Mickey Sharpe Oiga Varona Roger Carne 
Roy Raymond Carnavals Skyrockets Ore Victor Seaforth 
Martin Bros s¥ Louis LUTON Allen Bros & June 
Earl Lippy St Louis (FM) % Aima ii) § Aimee Fonte: Co 
Dean Myles WSM Grand Old Benny Baron SHEPHER()S 
Ladd Lyon Opry Jambouree silly Nelson BUSH 
Rockettes Hank Williams Chuck O'Neil Empire (S) % 
Corps de Ballet Cowboy Capas Harry Arnold | Vie Lewis Or« 
Glee Club Lazy Jim Day Ivy Luck Alan Dean 
Sym re Sugarfoot Garland Bridie Devon Max Bacon 
Palace (R) 8 Helen Harris John Perosino Desmond & Marks 
Impressionaires Okla Cowboy Bd Yvonne & Dolores Linda & Lana 
5 Amadis Billy Starr Jack Lotinga Billington 
Cass Owen & Topsy TOLEDO 1 Ray nor & Betty Eddy Bayes 
Will Mahoney Paramount (R) 8-11 22 © Beam Girls SUNDERLAND 
(4 to fib 4 MANCHESTER Empire (M) 5 
Paramount (P) 7 7 gg Hippodrome (S) § G Ray Girls 
John Payne a. ; Cheerful C Chester, Beryl Orde 
Jan Murray Rudy a Ken Morris , | Ravic & Rene 
Al Donahue Ore Marcie & North | Fred Ferrari | Master Singers 
Pryde & Day Ben ‘Yost White Arthur Hayes | MacKenzie Reid & 
Patricia Morison ‘ Guard | Edwina Carol } Dorothy 
Roxy (I) 9 I: ag $e ceil Len Marten Bob Andrews 
Lucille Ball Soothers Grip 4_ Joe Church 
Desi Arnaz girvets -hase Mariotti & Wenman Kemble Bros & C 
Raye & Naldi ee re: 5 Brahms WEYMOUTH 
Honeyboys WASHINGTON Gene Anderson Alex. Gardens (i) § 
Karn Tedder Capitol (L) 8 Harry Richards Adrienne & Leslie 
Strand (W) 9? Los Gatos 12 Tiller Girls | Norman Thomas 
Cab Calloway Ore Grosbie Sis Palace (M) 5 Ossie Noblk 
Apus & Estrellita | Hal LeRoy Frankie Howerd Barclay Sis 
Harold King Slate Bros Clifford & Freda Vincent Ryna 
Dottie Saulters Howard (!) 9 Jose Morens Shek Ben Ali 
CHICAGO Buddy Johnson Ore Mills & Belita Douglas Maynard 
Chicago (P) 9 Camille Howars Mena Minzi & F Lilian Gates 
Owen & Johnston & 3 3 Robertis WOLVER- 
Denise Darcel J Witherspoon Freddie Harrison | HAMPTON 
Vally Brown Arnett Cobb Bd | Walter Niblo Hippodrome i!) § 
Mary Kaye 3 Derby Wilson Spanglers Dr Crock & 
Oriental () 9% | Frisky NORWICH Crackpots 
Jarretts YOUNGSTOWN Hippodreme (I) § | 2 Sophisticates 
Eileen Barton Palace (R) 12-14 Billy Whittaker Paige & Penny 
Joey Rardin 4 Evans | Mimi Law | Francis Duncan 
Louis Armstrong O Hank Siemon B & M Clayton | Arthur Dowler 
Velma Middleton Albins C Fairweather | Nino Wonder Dog 
Carl Sands Ore Rudy Cardenas Phil Lester WOOD GREEN 
COLUMBUS Morris & North Pat O’Hagen Empire (S) 5 
Broad (L) 12-13 Ben Yost White |; Sonny Hughes B & A Pearson 
Rov Acuff Guards | Elizabeth Parsons Billy Russell 
Grand Ol’ Opry | Jack Leonard | Eric Marsh | D & J O’Gorman 
MIAMI | Gautier’s | Hi Diddle Diddle | La Esterella ; 
Olympia (P) 7 Steeplechase eC Debs | Len Clifford & F 
Terrys Juveniles | Jane 
} PORTSMOUTH YORK 
BRITAIN Royal (M) 5 Empire (1) 8 
| res =  Momeneid Chefalo 
ASTON Graham fg ey 3 Cordells — 
Hippodrome (1) § | Cynthia & Gladys | See ee = Y me ott . Foster 
Harry Rowson Freddie Harris Seinen "Wind iga Chick RR bini 
Iris Barrie Kermond Bros R hae ue 1¢ odin , 
Phyllis Newton | Bill Kerr fred Loveile ee ee 
Phil Rivers CHISWICK jp ien4~ CANADA 
Denis Hobday ? — (S) § | ‘SCUNTHORPS ] 
Jon Boldini eo Fulc 
Bernard Jones Spanglers >. «ars ws EAST HAMPTON 
Ian Hynes 2 Playboys gartiett & Massey Granada (1) 5 
ante . kn Scott & Sanders Musical Derriks 
David Bros Alec Pleon Janes Nedalat ; Tr 
Garland & Roberts, Chevalier Bros ja hae “~, rois eee 
Gold Digging Kayes Pekinese Manny ints _, J Artagnans 
Lovlies Rhythmakers Fr i On rey 
BIRMINGHAM ' DERBY reddie Brent Chris Sands 
Hippodrome (M) 5 Grand (S) § 
S & M Harrison Nitwits 
Lee Lawrence Leon Cortez » 
Richman & Jackson Tommy Truman C b t B I 
Mack Triplets Peggy Mortimer a are l S 
Rex & Bessie Bemands Pigeons 
Tovarich Tp Revel & Fields 
Eva & Lillian a 
Rex Koper & Pat 
BLACKPOOL Empire () 5 | NEW YORK CITY 
Opera House (1) § Max Wall : 
Tessie O'Shea G & B Bernard Birdiana Erwin Kent 
Nat Jackley Alan Clive Bud Powell Ramoni Ore 
Terry-Thomas V & J Crastonian Lennie Tristano O Hotel Shelburne 
Gypays 3 Kenways | Lester Young Ore | Golden Gate 4 
Jerry Desmondo 2 Valors Jimmy Scott | Patricia Bright 
3 Olanders Tattersall & Jerry | Chubby Newsome Robert Maxwell 
Ben Yost Guards L & F Preston Biue Angel | Norman Wallace 
Palace (1) 5 FINSBURY PARK | Joan Deiner | Cy Coleman 3 
Piddingtons Empire (1) 5 Stuart Ross Hotel Statier 
D Phillipe & Marta Saveen & Daisy M Eadie & Rack | Tex Beneke Ore 
4 Aces Alan Jones Madmoiselles Hotel Taft 
Carsony Bros Cookes Ponies Phil Leeds Vincent Lopez Ore 
Allen & Lee Hackford & Doyle H Chittison 3 Hotel Warwick 
Manley & Austin Arnley & Gloria _, Bop City | Johnny Dhompson 
Bill Waddington 3 Hellos | Richard Hayes | Airline Trio 
Tower Circus (1) § J Tiller Girls | __ - €ate Society | Hotel Weylin 
Charlie Cairoli Eva May Wong | Lea Mathews | Rudy Barron Ore 
Paul Co | GLASGOW Ke: Tatum | ___ Latin Quarter 
Ernie’s Sealions Empire (M) § “is Heard Ore | Minevitch Rascals 
Gilbert Houcke | Gene Harvey Cliff Jackson | Beverly Dennis 
Pierre Alizes | Lulu Adams Copacanana | Piroska 
Jacques & Maryse | Leo de Lyon Dean Martin | Linda Lombard 
7 Ashtons Jackley & Jee ied Lewis | Kanazawa 3 
Roberto Chiesa Co | Binnie Hale le Bruce | Trini Reyes 
3 Peters 3 LeRoys ang —_ | Lucienne & Ashour 
Baudvy’s Animals Forbes & Barrie bones ab ay Szonys F 
Knie’s Horses | Felovis _ MD sMery | Ralph Young 
3 Goetachis J Tiller Girls ps gh ng | Naaman Ders 
Dorchesters GRIMSBY Alvares Orc Art Waner Ore 
Laconas Palace (1) 5 Diamond Horseshoe Le Coq Rouge 
Jimmy Scott Morris & Cowley Rete ad Dare Wahl Oscar Calvet Ore 
Anneites | Maple Leaf 4 Cc Handy | Jack Towne Ore 
Cieaunettes Chow Ding Billy Banks | Leon & Eddie's 
Balcombes | Johnson Clark Noble Sissle Ore | Eddie Davis 
BOSCOMBE | Seamor 3 Chic Morrison Ore | Irma Henrique 
Hippodrome (1) 5 Al Shaw Rigoletto Bros | McGuire & Warner 
Roval Kilted Jrs Eaton Sis Jack Spoons | Bella Smaro 
M & J Mangean | HACKNEY Frank Evans | Southern Sis 
Pottor & Carole Empire (S) § | Tommy King | Jack Byron 
. ‘ 7” | Hilda Fenemore Harry Meehan | Little Club 
F be ey Clarke | Arthur Lane Billy Banks | Ernie Warren Ore 
ndricksens | John Stratton Harry prmnrone Oe ay Oe 
, ~ > . arrs . yaspar . 
BOURNEMOUTH Quennie Barratt Rosita Rios ae Sie ane 


New Royal (I) 5 
Felix Mendelssohn 
C Warren & Jean 
Chris Charlton Co 
Dorothy Brown 
Betty Charlton 
Leonard Henry 
Vernon Sis 

BRIGHTON 

Hippodrome (|) 
Billy Cotton Bd 
Sheridan Bros 
Morecambe & Wise 
Terry Hail 
George Lacy 
El Granadas 
Stuart & Gray 
Martell Sis 

BRISTOL 

Empire (1) 
Hylda Bake 
4 de Lislies* 
Tex Martin 
Jean Webb 
Mile Lysia 
Bob Roberts 
Mary Radclyffe 
6 Continental 

Jewels 
Jack Edlin 
Danny O’Dare 
6 Bearskin 

Beauties 

CARDIFF 

New (S) § 
5S Smith Bros 
Patterson & 

Jackson 
Slim Rhyder ; 
MacDonald & 


5 


Stephen Conway 


Pamela Cross 
Joseph Gibbons 
Barry Wade 
Irene Sabini 
LEEDS 


| Hal 

Johnny 

Rosemary 

Margerite & 

Charles 

Flack & Lucas 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 5 

Ice Revue 

4 Eskimos 

| Rene Strange 

| Anne Rogers 

| Eddie Ward 

Somers & Jean 

!V & V Mileham 

| Cyclo Bros 

| Geo Stevens 

| Tonner Martyn 

LIVERPOOL 


Monty 


Dam Bros 

Turner Layton 

8 Sophisticated 
Ladies 

Eddie Gray 

7 Volants 

Rona Ricardo 


N 
(M) 


i LONDO 
Palladium 
Larry Parks 
Betty Garrett 





Empire (M) § 


Empire (M) 5 
Irving & Girdwood 


Charles Stephens 


Denis Co 
Andree 


Los Gitanos 
Pilarin Tavira 
Sarita Herrera 
D’Alonso Ore 
Havana-Madrid 
| Sarita Escarpenter 
Fred & Frederika 
Los Vianor 
Fausto Orc 
Jose Curbello Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Ore 
Hotel Astor 
Harry James Ore 
Hotei Biltmore 
| Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Edison 
|} Joe! Shaw Orc 
| Hotel New Yorker 
Ving Merlin Orc 
Hotel Pierre 
Georgie Gobel 
Josette & Walters 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Ralph Lane Orc 
Ralph Teferteller 
Hotel Plaza 
John Sebastian 
Martha Stewart 
Biackburn Twins 
Bob Grant Ore 
Mark Monte Ore 
M Bergere 
Emery Deutsch 
Hotel Roosevelt 
{3 Suns 
| N Brandwynne Orc 
Hotel St. Moritz 
| Roberta Welch 
Ley Pleskow 


Wal ing & McHugh 
Downey & Fonville 
| Hazel Webster 
Old Knick 
Killiam 
3ergen 

lev 


Paul 
Jerry 
Roy 
Marti Matthews 
Pat Dennie 
Hazen Jacobsen 
Charlotte Ray 
Johnny Silver 
Al Cooper Ore 
Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Steve Murray 
Gerri Gale 
Joanne Florio 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 
Park Ave 
Diane Courtney 
Glenn Abbott 
Penthouse 
Johnny Bradford 
Paul Taubman 
| Tony Romano 
Riviera 
Tony Martin 
Joey Bishop 
Champions ™ 
Kathryn Lee 
| Lang Troupe 


| Pat Terry 
Arden Line 
Walter Nye Ore 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Ruban Bieuv 
George Hall 
{Gigi Durston 


’ 


4 Lads 


Freda Wing 

Dick Shawn 

| David Blight 

| Village Vanguard 
Weavers 


Ronnie Graham 

Julius Monk 

Norman Paris 3 
Versailies 


Lube sont tee Clarence Williams 
4mile etl : 
Panchito Ore | Waldorf-Asteris 


Village Barp |Guy Lombardo Ore 


Lenny Herman Orc , Vic Damone 
Tex Fletcher Mischa Borr Ore 
CHICAGO 

Blackhawk | Douglas Duffy 
“Roaring Twenties” | Harper Flaherty 
Mimi Kelly | Bob Fitzgerald 
Tommy Morton Skating Blivdears 
Kay Hyson | Jack Raffloer 


Lynn Jolson 


Buddy Rust 
Jesse Elliot 


Jerry Mapes 


; Ray Arnett | Frank Masters Ore 
Bobo Lewis Palmer House 
Bobby Barry lickey Deems 
Perry Mitchell Nelle Fisher 
Sherman Hayes Ore | jerry Ross 

Blackstone Hotet (7 juise Hoff 

Cari Brisson Hamiiton Devs 

Dick LaSalie Ora eer ge rt 
Crez Paree Eddie O’Neai Ore 

Sophie Tucker Sherman Hote) 

Joe FE. Lewis | «oe nial . 

Hot Shots (3) ee Inp 

Tony Fontaine Phyllis Gehrig 

Doran & France von Weismuller 


> Ss » 1 
D Dorben Ders (12) Christine Nelson 


ay Davidson Ore | Carmen Albino 
Chico Or« Norman, Fields 
Helsings Frank Wagner 
Ralph Lewis Ward Garner 
Chet Roble | Kenneth Remo 
Mary F Kincaid Eileen Green 
Jerry Marchand Cliff Norton 
Billy Chandler Ore | Carolyn. Gilbert 
Hotel Bismarck Les Weinrott 
: Sa Vera Gahan 
Sandra Deel lc R aca tore 
2 7 , West omer¢ 3 
Bred . Judy | Bill Snyder Ore 
re¢ z « % : . 
Harry Rodcay wl Cee 
Johnny Alladin Ore araths “Claire 
H Edgewater Peach walter Long 
Rex Raymer Bud Prentice Ore 


Tex Beneke Ore Pancho Ore 

D Hild Ders (12) Vine Gardens 
Hotel Stevens | Willie Shore 

Joan Hylidoft Beazie Saxon 


Rice Sis 


rnold Shoda 
Arnole ( | Mel Cole Ore 


Morgan 3 














Mountford 


L Continued from page 50 














er (ten ea 
the National Vaudeville Artists, 
which at the time had been re- 
garded as a disguised company 
union. 


This accomplished, there was no 
| longer a disguise and the NVA re- 
' verted into a social-welfare organi- 

zation. There was talk at the time 
ithat the “big performers” sold 
| Mountford and the White Rats out. 
| The lure of successive playing time 
| worked successfully in straining 
|the backbone of the union. How- 
ever, Mountford didn’t take it sit- 
iting down. He swung over to the 
legit side, nurtured Equity and 
what has gone since in way of or- 
ganizing all stage talent is a mat- 
ter of history. 

Peculiarly, his death came but 

several weeks after the death of 
another stormy petrel, agent Max 
Hart. Hart spent over $1,000,000 
to upset the Keith-Albee dyaasty 
via anti-trust suits, but was deteat- 
!ed on all sides and died broke. Al- 
| though their fights were on differ- 
‘ent fronts, each had the moral sup- 
port of the other. 

Mountford'’s death came shortly 
| after that of his second wife, Lot- 
| tie Briscoe, vaude and musicomedy 
‘actress, who passed away last 
| March. Mountford was born in 

Dublin. He served with the Brit- 
ish army in the Boer war, and 
came to the U. S. in 1907. A keen- 
witted actor and playwright, he or- 
ganized the Actors’ Society and 
Variety Artists Federation in Eng- 
|land, before coming to the States. 
| In 1911 and 1912 he edited Vanity 
Fair mag in New York and helped 
found the 4A’s on his return from 
World War 1. His plays included 
“My Uncle’s Niece,” “The Greater 
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Television Reviews 
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as a variety program with a circus, House” is Silbert’s apartment 


a formless, 
job with 


'format, emerged as 
mirthless, haphazard 
few bright spots. 

“The Little Top.” viewed as it 
first saw the light, had only one 
virtue. It brought back to show 
| biz Brooke John, star of the Fol- 
‘lies in the 20’s, and 
political figure in suburban Mary- 
land. Johns, who came on midway 
in the show, has a definite person- 
ality which projected itself well 
despite mediocre material. His 
appeal as an oijidtimer is weili worth 
exploiting. He still retains a show- 
man’s flare and footlight ease. Stint 
on last week’s airer consisted of 
two old faves, “Kathy, Stop Teas- 
ing Me” and “Some of These Days,” 
warbled to his own guitar accom- 
paniment 

Aside from headliner, show, in 
its present form, has littie merit. 
Judd Whiting made an inadequate 
barker, racing at a pace that made 
it wellnigh impossible to under- 
stand his emceeing. Kyra Petrov- 
| Skayva, onetime “toast of Moscow,” 
| who was found by WOIC scouts 
| while at her D. C. housewifely ex- 
istence, seemed confused and ill at 
ease with a foreign language song. 
| Two youngsters, May Lou & Maurie 


| Higdon, did okay with the pop 
| tune, “Where or When,” sung in a 
| pleasantly conventional manner. 


Doris Potts did a hula-hula dance 


with sufficient skill, but routine 
was monotonous. There was a 
“dog” act, with Roy Singleton 


clowning as the dog, and a wash- 
board symphony, a la Spike Jones, 
but it all added up to mediocre 
vaude, presented with little flare. 

The circus motif, complete with 
barker and stage set, is a good idea, 
and could be expanded into hep 
family entertainment, particularly 
at the 7 p.m. slot, when the kids 
are still around. However, there 
was no relation between the “‘little 
top” format and the show that 
followed. 

TV sponsorship is going great 
guns here, with plenty of room for 
a new variety show. However, 
general revamping and 
ling should be done on this one be- 
fore it goes shopping for sponsor- 
ship. Lowe. 
CHARADE PARADE 
With Rex Preis, Jean Altgelt, Bob 

Merich 
Producer: Jack Pitluk, Jr. 
Director: Mort Dank 
30 min., Thurs., 8:30 p.m. CST 
£TANDARD DISTRIBUTING CO. 
KEYL, San Antonio 

(Pitluk ) 

The old parlor game of charades 
has invaded TV here and in this 
case makes up a fast-moving half- 
hour show. Rex Preis serves as 
'm.c. for the serfes and is assisted 
by Jean Altgelt. Miss Altgelt also 
serves as timer for each charade. 


Preis does a fine job on the series. | 


He makes a good screen appear- 


ance and his informal manner adds 
to the presentation. 

There are for contestants on 
each program, two men and two 


women. Each is given an oppor- 
tunity to act out the charade. If 
the others can guess it within one 
minute, the $20 certificate goes to 
the person presenting the charade. 
If the charade takes two minutes 
to be answered then a $10 certifi- 
cate goes to the viewer sending in 
the charade and $10 goes to the 
person presenting the charade. 


Love” and a dozen others. Funeral ; ; ’ 

services will be held today (Wed.) ag ang 8 theca ie pe sone Aa 
_ ~ - ~ aeee Yar . J ’ ; —o 

ge Fe perme S yen er Parlor, 11% be acted out by the contestant, who 
. #20 streei, N. r., al 2 p.m. is given 10 seconds to read the car 
containing the charade. There is 
| one film commercial for the Whirl- 
| pool complete home laundry as 
Jack Benny well as a studio display of the 
3 washer, ironer and other gadgets 
eee Continued from page 53 Soe which make washing a joy instead 


Jack Benny and his troupe in the 
Henry W. Kiel (municipal) audi- 
torium was far from a financial 
| success but last week Benny made 
|a personal contribution of $500 te 
ithe St. Louis Society for Crippled 


| Children that was to have shared 
in the gross. 

Less than 4.000 natives turned 
out for the show that featured 


Benny, Phil Harris, Eddie (Roches- 
ter) Anderson and Vivian Blaine. 
Despite the slim’ crowd crix dished 
out raves for the entertainment, 

| Boston's $15,700 

Boston, June 6. 

| Jack Benny troupe failed to rack 
up sock gross here Sat. (3) when 
fe played to an estimated crowd 
of 8,000 at Hub’s Garden. With a 
| $3.60 top, gross of $15,700 was re- 
| ported. 

First re.l summer weather plus 
general do\ nward trend in biz con- 
,ditions locally blamed for lack of 
interest... - : 


of a job. Camera work is effective. 
Lighting and sets are adequate. 
Andy. 
GUEST HOUSE 
With Bill Silbert, 
son, Charlie Carl 
guests 
Director: Peter Strand 
Producer: Dick Werner 
30 Mins.; Fri., 8:30 p.m. 
JERRY LYNCH AUTO DEALER 
WXYZ-TV, Detroit 
(Castle-Werner) 





Bobby Steven- 
isle, Guy Korte; 


'enson serves as Silbert’s 
prominent | 


remodel-. 


where friends in the entertainment 
biz visit him. Accordionist Tony 
Dannon opened the show nicely 
with “Holiday for Strings” and 
then duoed with pianist Bobby 
Stevenson in a jazz routine. Stev- 
“house 
boy” each week. 

Charlie Carlisle, Negro pianist 
in the role of an auto mechanic, 
tickled out a nice version of “Caro- 
lina in the Morning.” Carroll and 
Gorman, song team from Club Bali, 

4 6+ us 


»el 


" v 
may 


armnanmtiy 


harmonizec 
Lorraine.” 
Evelyn Waters, the Four Dukes 


'¢ with Peat 
av wy atae Lee 


Supper Club thrush, is happily 
telegenic. It was her first video 
bow. Her torchy styling of “I Only 
Have Eyes for You” was on the 
beam. Miss Waters and Silbert 


combined on ‘“‘Let’s Call the Whole 
Thing Off" for the show's closing 
number. 

Guy Korte, onetime member of 
the song and dance duo of Cole and 
Korte, did a smooth job of selling 
the sponsor's autos. Korte actu- 
ally is a Jerry Lynch auto sales- 
man. In view of Korte’s singing 
ability and stage know-how, he 
could easily be integrated into the 
show. Tew. 


CBS Summer TV 


‘ontinued from page 29 = 




















Philip Morris sponsorship, with 
“Meet Corliss Archer,” also a new 
series, slotted from 9:30 to 10, Fea- 
ture film will round out the Mon- 
day night lineup. 

For Tuesday, the web has set 
“Trap,” an hour-long dramatic ser- 
ies, at 8 p.m. Following half-hour, 








now occupied by the Ed Wynn 
show, is still open, while “The 
Web” will fill in from 9:30 to 10 


for “Suspense” and be sponsored 
by Embassy cigarets. CBS will air 
wrestling from 10 until closing. 
Wednesday night lineup is wide 
open, while the only two shows set 
for Thursday are “The Show Goes 
On” (sustaining) from 8 to 9 and 
“Winner Take All” from 9 to 9:30, 

No programs have been set defi- 
nitely for Friday or Saturday eve- 
nings, while Sunday also still 
open with the exception of Ed 
Sullivan's “Toast of the Town,” 
which continues in its current 8 to 
9 slot but on a sustaining basis. 


AGVA-AFM 


Continued from page 51 


is 














to join AGVA. Members of the AFM 


who resigned during the period of 
friction, can rejoin AGVA without 














repayment of an initiation fee. 


Both Classifying Members 


In order to avert endless con- 
troversy, both AFM and AGVA 
agree that they will make every 


‘effort to review all acts in its con- 


troversy and classify them under 


proper categories. Concessions 
agreed to by the AFM and AGVA 
in agreement shall not be con- 


strued as establishing a precedent 
nor does the pact mean the sur- 
render of any charter rights grant- 
ed by the American Federation of 
Labor. Notice of 60 days is re- 
quired for termination. 

It’s been pointed out that while 
the basic issues have been settled, 
some acts which were formerly in 
the variety union's jurisdiction 
have been turned over to AFM. A 
number of acts will have to belong 
to both unions. In such cases, ef- 
fort will be made to have perform- 
ers spared the 10°) traveling band 
tax in effect in the AFM. Issue 
is likely to be taken up at current 
musicians union convention in 
Houston. Greatest loss to AGVA 
will be in the cocktail unit field. 


| Pact surrenders performers such as 


With more emphasis on the inti- | 


mate, informal approach, “Guest 
| House,” — starring Bill Silbert, 
WXYZ disk jockey, and featuring 
acts trom Detroit area niteries. 
should earn a high niche among 
summer video favorites. 

Silbert pictures nicely and for- 
tunately has the experience of his 
intimate celeb-disk AM show from 
the Wonder Bar to draw on. While 
he essays the friendly-neighbor 
routine, he should work a little 
harder to get his guests to relax 
too. 


) As the. title ‘implies, “Guest »tling/ jurisdietional disputesi «< | 


singing pianists, but will retain a 
turn such as Jack Benny who on 
his personal appearances plays a 
violin for part of his act. 

One criticism of the agreement 
comes as a result of lack of defini- 
tion of various terms such as incl- 
dental, or what shall constitute 4 
“portion” of the act. It's felt that 
the upper echelons of both unions 
will have a continual battle for in- 
dividual acts. 

But despite the failings of the 
new contract, both unions are re- 
lieved of a great deal of the pres- 
sure arising from this dispute, 
since there is now a basis for set- 
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Palaee,. N. Y. 


Martez & Lucia, Harry Stockwell, 
4lf Loyal’s Stallions, Bob Evans, 
garon & Bernay, 3 Swifts, Will Ma- 
honey, Don Albert House Orch; 
rhe Kid From Texas” (U-I), re- 


a wed in VarIETY March 1, °50. 





First show in the second year of 
ihe revived Palace operation has 
good cha.ce to continue garnering 
the sock grosses registered during 
the anni display. It’s a well-bal- 
anced affair of good acts and a 
bonafide headliner in Will Maho- 
nev. making his first Broadway 
vaude appearance in more than 15 
ears. Another factor contributing 
+o the all-around effectiveness is 
1e use of seven acts only instead 
r the usual eight. This gives the 
various turns an extra minute or 
<«o while they’re going good, and 

allows the topper to do his en 

r act. 

\lahoney’s prattfalls, genial line 
tapping and terping on 
a xviophone continues as sheer 
enjoyment. He’s one of solidest 

is theatre has had since reviving 
tageshows. He’s on for more than 
ihe usual length but not a moment 
is wasted as far as the audience is 
coneerned. 

The rest of the bill works out 
vell. Martez and Lucia warm up 
ith their hand-to-handing to rhum- 
a tempo. They show a good as- 
sortment of tricks with Latin mu- 
c background for rhythmic inter- 
udes. Register neatly. 

Harry Stockwell, another Broad- 
L\ wins good graces of 
he payees with a pair of tunes 
rom “Oklahoma!” and a pop. He 
aiso demonstrates the acoustics of 
vet house are sufficient by step- 


ot humor, 


wav returnee, 


ping from the microphone and 
booming out “Old Man River” as 
a solid closer. 


A novelty note is introduced by 
Alt Loyal’s Stallions, a clever dog 
act paced by Alphonse Jansley, for- 
merly of the Jansley’s risley act, 
who apparently finds this type of 


work easier than foot balancing. 
There are some good formations, 


and the series of tricks makes for 
a rousing mitt. 

In midway spot of bill, Bob 
Evans’ ventro holds well. He’s got 
a personable dummy and his gab is 
vell-designed. However, the-e’s a 
surplus of spitting and burping 
vhich lowers the act’s level by 
several notches. But the crowd 
likes everything. 

Baron and Bernay, ballroomers, 
it top audience response with 
ieir lifts and spins. Their terp 
1ovements aren’t as smooth as the 
rest of the act, but their acrobatics 
put them in the plus column. 

In. the next-to-closing slot. .he 
Three Swifts similarly hit top ap- 


plause. This juggling act hasn't 
changed a movement in many 
vears, and there’s no need. They 


mix comedy with manipulations for | 


excellent results. 

Don Albert’s house oreh paces 
the show well and Dave Bines’ 
staging shows off talent nicely. 

Jose. 





Palladium, London 

London, May 30. 
Larry Parks & Rettu Garrett, 
Nerru’ Macs (4), Vie Hude, Don 
Cummings, Dolinoffs & Raua Sis- 
ters (4), Jimmy James with Hut- 
ton Conyers & Bretton Woods, Fly- 
nd = Comets (2), Oloa Varona, 

Woolf Phillips Skyrockets Orch. 


The Larry Parks-Betty Garrett 
combo has the makings of the big- 
vest vaudeville suecess of the sea- 
son. They came on to the heartiest 
reception known in the house this 
year, and that’s something. 

However, there was some disap- 
pointment when the _ first 30 
minutes of the act had only two 
songs. Team’s crossfire is of famil- 
inr pattern and only heightened 
the impatience of packed house 
waiting to hear their favorite tunes. 
The songs, which include “Baby, 
It's Cold Outside,” “Anything You 
Can Do,” “Chattanoozie Shoeshine 
Boy” and a hit parade medley, in- 
cluding “I’d Have Baked a Cake.” 
and ‘Music, Music, Music” insured 
the sock ovation. 

The problem of what’ Larry 
Parks would do and how he could 


overcome the Jolson legend was 
Soon solved. A good artist in his 
Own right, Parks is handsomely 


Dacked up by Miss Garrett, whose 
pert vivacity comes across to make 
the act a satisfying interlude. 
Apart from the headliners, cur- 
rent bill has three other transat- 
antic aets. The Merry Macs, with 
Neir slick close harmony, start off 
“ith a quartet of national airs from 
Ireland, Wales. Scotland and Eng- 
land in inimitable style, following 
With a medley of yestervear hits. 
Vie Hyde. making his Palladium 
debut, likes to do things the hard 
Way, like playing four horns simul- 
taneously, or playing the piano at 
the same time as he is blowing 


} 
} 
t 
t 


through another instrument. Act is 
@ slick combination of musical skill | 





and comedy, and solid. Don Cum- | 


mings, making his British bow. also 
scores, particularly with his TV 
takeoffs, nighlighted with comedy. 
Garners plenty laughs. , 

Opening bill are the Flying 
Comets, a duo of fast-moving aerial- 
ists with one of the raciest acts 
of the type seen here in recent 
months. Jimmy James, local fave. 
with an easy flow of patter, has two 
stooges, Hution Conyers and Bret- 
ton Woods, to aid in clownantics. 

Novelty item of bill are Dolinoffs 
& Raya Sisters, who have just re- 
turned from an American tour. 
They open with a snappy puppet 
dance number which includes “The 
Wedding of the Painted Doll.” and 
then, by clever effects and light- 
ing, give the impression of dancing 
on air. Olga Varona, whose ballet 
in the air sequence combines grace 
and skill, rounds out one of the 
strongest bills of the season. 

As usual, the musical support 
from Woolf Phillips’ Sky Rockets 
provides finishing touch to solid 
bill. Myro. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, June 1. 

The Barretts (2), Eileen Barton. 
Joey turdin, Louis Armstrong 
Sextet with Velma Middleton. Carl 
Sands Orch; “In a Lonely Place” 
COL): 

Probably no one has been more 
responsible for the revival of 
“Dixieland” jazz than Louis Arm- 
strong, and, for a half hour ‘‘Satch- 
mo” and his cohorts give out solid 
reasons. With his all-star jazz unit 
he gives this huge theatre a 
warmth and intimacy usually found 
in a smal! nitery. Besides his se- 
rious and still top trumpeting, he 
tosses off some nifty ad libs and 
has a hilarious duet with Velma 
Middleton on ‘‘Baby, It’s Cold Out- 
side.” 

Although Armstrong rightly takes 
the lead maestro is unsparing in 
turning over the spot for solo ef- 
forts of his other stars. Jack Tea- 
garden does a sock trombone on 
“Baby. Won't You Please Come 
Home,” also on the vocals. Earl 
“Fatha” Hines does some nimble 
keyboarding for hefty hand on 
“Blue Room.” Barney Bigard dis- 
plays clever lip work, backed by 
solid bass of Arvell Shaw on “C 
Jam Blues.” Besides duet with 
Armstrong, plumpish Miss Middle- 
ton rocks with ‘“Hucklebuck.” 
Cozy Cole’s three-minute run on 


the traps with an original, ‘““Snake-« and 


face,” brings out some lush rolls. 

Eileen Barton a curvacious red- 
head, displays appealing voice on 
“Enjoy Yourself” and “’Round the 
Clock.” Her sp cial material num- 
ber, ‘“Yock-a-puck,” is fair, but it’s 
her disk hit, “If I Knew You Were 
Coming,” that gets her off to boff 
applause. 

Joev Rardin, comedian, gets 
chuckles with his imitations of 
band instruments and auto horns. 
He bears a sharp resemblance to 
Jimmy Cagney, filmstar, which 
pays off in his impresh of the latter 
with tunes from the Warner pic, 
“Yankee Doodle Dandy.” The Bar- 
retts are a youthful tap team with 
ballet overtones. They open bill in 
nice fashion with some whirlwind 
twirls. Carl Sands oreh plays the 
show capably. Zabe. 





Olympia, Miami 
Miami, June 4. 


Joan Edwards. Charlie Althoff, 
Bobby Rollins, Tommy & Margot 
Conine, Tubby & Spatz, Les Rhode 
House Orch; “Perfect Strangers” 
(WB), 

It takes the topliner, Joan Ed- 
wards, to lift this ordinary bill 
above average and send stubhold- 
ers away happy. There’s been a 
fair run of lineups here in recent 


weeks, with current package pos- 
sibly due to summer budget re- 


trenchment. 

Miss Edwards’ thrushing sets sol- 
idiv. Attractively gowned = and 
coiffed, the former “Hit Parader” 
clicks from walkon_ with smart 
songstering, including a _ newile, 
“You Can’t Take It With You,” 
and segueing to the Steinway for 
niedley of tunes associated with 
the songwriting greats, wih her 
uncle, Gus Edwards, getting top 
play in her version of ‘“There’s No 
Business Like Showbusiness.” Car- 
bonings of other femme chirpers 
are sharp and grab top returns for 
a begoff. 

Runners up for applause are tap- 
terps of Tommy and Margot Co- 
look fresh and 


nine. Youngsters a 
have imaginative routinings that 


go over potently. 

Emcee Bobby Rollins does neat!, 
on the introes. Gets by with bit 
with balloons, some singing, and 
recording-mimiec stint. Acro-tum- 
bling stint of Tubby and Spatz gets 
nice returns. The cornball routine 
of Charlie Althoff was also in sup- 
porting act class. Fiddling is 
strongest when he hits the folk- 
tunes. Lary. 


Apollo. N. Y. 
Erskine Hawkins band (14), 
with Ace Harris, Louis Hawkins; 
Glenn & Jenkins, 3° Kayos, Lee 
Marks, Amos Milburn band (7): 
“Sword of the Avenger” (EL). 


Seasonal slump has hit the 
Apollo as well as downtown houses. 
However. manager Frank Schif- 
man is not retrenching on talent 
budgets and if anything, is aug- 
menting them to lure in payees. 
Current layout is primarily a stag 
show ‘(not the kind the cops raid), 
with gal in the Three Kayos’ act 
the only distaffer in the display. 

Erskine Hawkins’ solid combo. 
comprising five reeds, six brasses 
‘including maestro on trumpet) 
and three rhythm,. holds top spot 
and being a fave here should kite 
the take somewhat for the current 
stanza. Band tees off with sizzling 
“St. Louis Blues” to set payees in 
mood for what's to follow, and 
segues into “I Got a Right to Cry,” 
with one of the sidemen doing 
okay on the vocal. Louis Hawkins, 
brother of the bandleader, follows 
with a neat session of taps and 
rhythm routines, with chair encore 
particularly effective, to garner 
hefty applause. Three Kayos, two 
men and gal. an Oriental act, score 
with fast line of balancing and 
acro stunts. 

Vet team of Glenn and Jenkins 
are the comedy hit of the bill, in 
an act that has served them well 
for years, with their crossfire in 
slow and easy delivery, plus hoof- 
ing, songs and_ instrumentation. 
Salesmanship and timing are ex- 
pert, which accounts for making 
their material seem fresh no mat- 
ter how often you have caught 
them. They’re solid all the way. 
Lee Marks ofay juggler, who pre- 
viously clicked in several of the 
Radio City Music Hall displays, is 
another solid contender for ap- 
plause dividends via his clever 
manipulation of balls, clubs and 


balancing. 
Hawkins’ tootlers take over 
spotlight- 


again for “After Hours,” 

ing pianist Ace Harris and a tor- 
rid “Slaughter on Tenth Avenue,” 
with Hawkins again going to town 
with slick trumpeting. as he had 
been doing in most of the numbers, 
for loud response. 

Amos Milburn’s crew, consist- 
ing of Milburn on piano, three 
other rhythm and three saxes, hit 
potently with hot instrumentals 
and vocals, really ringing bell on 
“Boogie Blues,” “Johnson Rag” 
other items. Previous stands 
here and disk rep have built up 
quite a following and their efforts 
are rewarded by continuous ap- 
plause. Edba. 


Empire. Glasgow 
Glasgow, May 29. 
Dorothy Lamour, with Sam Mi- 
neo at piano; John Tiller Girls, Bill 
Waddington, Trio Grossetto, Leslie 
Saronu, The Kenways, Fred Lo- 
velle. Augmented Empire orchestra 


under direction of Dr. Roman Ma- 


rek. 

Dorothy Lamour, pix star, made 
her Scottish debut here tonight, 
after a suecessful London Palla- 
dium season. It is her only out-of- 
London appearance before her re- 
turn to the States. 

Despite price-raising policy of 
Moss Empires’ managercent, she 
clicked nicely to good biz. 

Gorgeously arrayed in white 
gown, Miss Lamour sang. songs 
from her pix, including “Moonlight 
and Shadows,” “Moonlight Becomes 
You,” “And the Angels Sing,” “And 
Ii Happened to Me.” 

Then she asks audience to wait 
a moment. “I'll give you an im- 
pression of what a South Sea island 
movie set is like.” The slick Tiller 
girls romp or for production build- 
up, while Miss Lamour dons her 
famous sarong for comedy number, 
“I’m the Queen of the Hollywood 
Isles.” 

Rest of the bill 1s weak, with 
ventriloquist Fred Lovelle best and 
Leslie Sarony telling several sto- 
ries of a blueish tinge. Gord. 

Casino. Toronto 
Toronto, June 2. 

Doris Drew Tip, Tap & Toe (3), 
Youman Bros. & Frances (3), Chris 
Cross. Bob Goodman, Charles Greg- 
oru Girls (18), Archie Stone House 
Orch: “Bodyhold” (Col). 

It's a nicely balanced 70 mins. 
assembled here, with plenty of va- 
riety and good audience response. 
Doris Drew, a tall brunet, notable 
for her grooming, is the headliner 
for repeats of some of her M-G 
disclicks and goes over big on “Old 
3lack Magic,” “Billy,” “Pennies 
From Heaven” and “Wedding 
Samba.” 

Other acts also are well up on 
the applause honors. Tip, Tap and 
Toe. using an oval platform, offer 
a fast-moving melange of dance 
styles on triple challenges. You- 
man Bros. and Frances, the former 
with clarinet and piano accordion, 


impressions of name bands. Chris 
Cross scores in ventro act in which 
he uses a hillbilly yodeler, a col- 
ored puppet for an uncanny imi- 
tation of Ink Spots in their “If I 
Didn’t Care,’ and a smash finish 


With a life-sized buxom blonde 
dummy on rollers for good re- 
sponse. 


Line girls open in full stage for 
a “Brigadoon” medley and spright- 
ly sword dance for colorful effect. 
More demurely, they're back later 
in gingham for a fruit-picking 
scene, complete with nimble ladder 
routines, and Mimo Elhlo on for a 
neat acrobatic ballet tap. Bob Good- 
man is personable singing m.e. 
throughout. McStay 





Chicage. Chi 
Chicago, June 2. 

Desi Arnaz & Lucille Ball, Mary 
Raye & Naldi, Kareen Tedder. 
loney Bros. (3), Ray Pickering 
Louis Basil Orch: “Love That 
Brute 20th 

This is one of the best bills to 
play house in recent months. Most 
of it revolves around Desi Arnaz 
and his frau, Lucille Ball, who have 
developed a sock new act (Re- 
viewed under New Acts.) However, 
the rest of the bill is equally well 
paced 


Miss Ball and Arnaz work 
throughout the show with Latin 
singer carrying the emcee chore 
in capable fashion. On own stint 


he sings four numbers. Opener, 
“Cuba,” suffices to get things un- 
derway, but it’s his rhythm singing 
of “Cumbachero” and “Martha” 
that grabs best response. He re- 
prises “Cubar Cabby” bit, getting 
laughs as he sings to the kids in 
the aisles from a hand make. For 
a closer, it’s “Cuban Pete,” which 
gets lush applause. 


Mary Raye and Naldi open the 


revue with some slick ballroom 
dancing, a_ pleasing contrast to 


some of the frenzied efforts of 
other terpers. Their seemingly ef- 
fortless routines get a neat hand, 
especially a clever body flip finale. 
Kareen Tedder, blond songstress, 
runs the gamut in song styles and 
gets across neatly. She starts with 
a fastie, swings to an oldie, “Un- 
derneath the Harlem Moon,” and 


does a complete’ switch with 
“Empty Saddles.” 

Honey Bros. trio, making their 
first appearance in Chicago, pull 
heavy laughter with comedy acro 


work. Clean-looking lads go through 
finely calculated miscues which find 
them taking some hefty prattfalls. 
While their bit with Arnaz as the 
understander has been done before 
they milk it well, pulling singer 
ali over the stage. 

Ray Pickering, Arnaz’s arranger 
and conductor, takes over the baton 
from Louis Basil this week, and 
adds two men of his own to the 
rhythm section. He does an excel- 
lent task of keeping the tempo at 
fast beat throughout. Zabe. 





Palomar. Seattle 
Seattle, June 2. 

Whirlwinds, Ted & Rita 

Royal Brigadiers (5), Ben- 


Four 
Duano, 


ny Rubin, Eddie Peabody, Ray 
Watkins House Orch (8); “Bar 
ricade” (WB). 





Eddie Peabody, long a fave here, 
has lost none of Wizardry with the 
banjo and sells his stuff for top 
response, ably seconded by Benny 
Rubin, whose stories in dialect are 
audience pleasers. 

Four Whirlwinds, roller skating 
team, are fast and good, drawing a 
nice hand. Their closing routine, 
dressed by fluorescent costumes, 
has boff eye appeal. Ted and Rita 


Duaro please with standard ball- 
room act. 
The Brigadiers, complete with 


kepis and uniforms, put over lusty 
songs such as “Stout-Hearted Men,” 
“Road to Mandalay” and a medley 
of “Naughty Marietta” tunes for 
good hand and come back to score 
with “Nothing Like a Dame.” 

Rubin, who also emcees, has No. 
4 spot and displays his showman- 
ship in dialect varns and a Chinese 
song, winding with a nice bit of 
dancing. 

Peabody clicks from entrance 
with “Stardust” and ‘Nobody's 
Sweetheart Now.” Plunking out 
“Ajexander’s Ragtime Band,” “At 
Sundown,” and ‘See You in My 
Dreams,” he socks them over in 
easy-going manner, winding up 
familiar “Poet and Peasant Over- 
ture” and adding “Baby Face” and 
“Four-Leaf Clover” for encores. 

Biz off at first’show, with warm, 
sunny weather the cause. Reed 





PIC DELAYS NITERY BOW 


, Houston, June 6. 

Gloria DeHaven, film star sched- 
uled to open her first night club 
engagement here last Tuesday at 
the Shamrock Hotel, was unable to 
keep the date. 

She had two more days shooting 
to conclude on her latest pic, “Ill 


‘the girl with violin, present nifty iGet By.” 








New Aets 


LUCILLE BALL AND _ DESI 
ARNAZ 

Comedy, Songs, Dance 

20 Mins. 

Chicago, Chi 
it’s a rare day in June when 


film stars hit this vaude stage with 
proper material and this is the rare 
day, or week. Jane Ball and hub- 
by Desi Arnaz have come up with 
some funny quips and_ terrific 
burlesque situations, which, if film 
comedienne wishes to continue, 
would make them one of the top 
vaude comedy teams. If redheaded 
gai wants to slide on her tummy 
for five or six shows a day past the 
initial five-week booking for this 
package, her agency, General 
Artists Corp., should have no 
trouble lining up dates. 

Pair work throughout the show, 
with Miss Ball’s first garnering of 
yocks coming when she twits her 
mate about her radio husband's 
prowess. Gal does a fine job feed- 
ing to the singer. A cute piece of 
business is that depicting their 
quickie get-togethers in an airport 
and efforts of tawny-haired miss to 
do a duo with Arnaz, which isn’t as 
sharp except for her mugging. 

However, turn really gets hilari- 
ous when a Red Skelton-type char- 
acter, in oversized tails and 
crushed hat, comes running down 
the aisle seeking an audition with 
the band. Although obviously Miss 
Ball, she pulls no stops in wres- 
tling with a jinxed bass fiddle, 
with fiving bows, ete. Panto work 
of femme during hectie goings-on 
breaks up the audience Leader 
brings on group of horns, similar 
to those the seals play in circuses, 
and Miss Ball makes like a seal 
burping out the notes, flipping her 
tails and overlong sleeves, 
waddling on her tummy across the 
stage. For a bowback she slides as 
if she’s hitting home plate on her 
stomach. 

For her finale she joins her Latin 


friend, dressed as a denizen of 
lower New York, in green split 
skirt with spangles and sequins, 


and pops the eyes out of the first- 
row viewers with her hip-slinging 
activities, aided by bumps, to hy- 
poed beat of “Cuban Pete.” Credit 
must be given to Madeline Pugh 
and Bob Carroll, Jr., for some of the 
earlier material but the situations 
are supposed to be the brain prod- 
uct of the Arnaz family. As such, 
it is top fare for vaude houses and 
niteries. Zabe. 


JOAN DIENER 
Songs 

12 Mins. 

Blue Angel, N. Y. 

Joan Diener, blonde and attrar- 
tive, has a pleasing, simple style 
of vocalizing. Her voice is better 
than average, and she has neat 
phrasing. 

Miss Diener, wearing a low-cut 
gown, obviously shows a need for 
greater experience in a repertoiy 
that depends on ballads for major 
response. The need for experience 
is evident mostly in the use of her 
hands, but this is a minor detail. 

Right now she looks like a good 
bet for disks and radio, let alone 
the visual media. 

The Billy Williams Quartet (New 
Acts), comedienne Marilyn Cantor 
and comedian Phil Leeds complete 
the bill, in addition to the Herman 
Chittison instrumental trio. 

Kahn. 


BILLY WILLIAMS QUARTET 
Songs 

13 Mins. 

Blue Anvel, N. Y. 

The Billy Williams singing quar- 
tet from every standpoint are a 
smash unit. Colored foursome sing 
well, have excellent arrangements 
and novelties, and the audience 
goes big for them. 

Led by the personable Williams, 
and backed by an instrumental 
pair, they have style and great im- 
agination in their numbers. There 
isn’t a dead spot to anything they 
do 


* Good for any medium. Kahn. 





Bladers’ Fatal Crash 


Portland, Ore., June 6. 
Jean Crystal and Charles 
Davidson. je#atured skaters in ‘ice 
Follies” were fatally injured when 
Davidson's car plunged from the 
highway into a ditch. A third mem- 
ber of the troupe riding in the 


car, Nancy McKenzie, suffered 
multiple fractures. 
Skaters were on their way to 


San Francisco where icer opens a 
stand at the Winterland on Thurs- 
day ‘8). 





Peter Lind Hayes and Mary 
Healy will play two weeks at the 
, Chicago theatre, Chicago, starting 
- June 16, 
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Two Laughters’ No 


Pic Names’ Straw Sit 


Pittsburgh, June 6 
Local theatregoing public got a 
little confused when two strawhats 
within a stone’s throw ef down- 
town Pittsburgh, unknown to each 
other, inadvertently picked the 
same play. Noel Coward's “Present 
Laughter,” to open the 1950 sea- 
son. Confusion was_ intensified 
when one of them launched it a 
week ahead of the other, and news- 
papers were being deluged with 
calls wondering if there hadn't 
been some mistake in listing 
either the theatre or the attrac- 
tion 
Little Lake theatre, which 
started a year ago with arena-style 
shows, teed 3) with 


got 


off Saturday (3) 
the Coward work and is running it 
through this Saturday (10), same 
night that “Present Laughter” gets 


going at the White Barn theatre, 
beginning its third season. Curi- 


ously enouvh, inaugural attraction 


will be their only duplication 
throughout the summer 

Mr. and Mrs. Will Disney, Sr., 
are operating Little Lake again, 
with their son, Wil! Disney, Jr., di- 
recting and playing leads. It’s an 


all-local troupe. White Barn is run 


by its founders, Clay Flagg and 
Carl Low. with an Equity company 
including Margot Stevenson, C'iff 
Cothern, June Prud'homme, Val 
Dufour and Helen Mahon. Hale 


MeKeen is back as director for the 
second straight year. 





La Jolla’s Name Draw 
La Jolla, Cal., June 6 
The value of pic names to a 
strawhatter has been clearty illus- 


rated by the story of La Jolla 
Plavhouse, Inc. 
Fourth season, which tees July 


4, is already one-third sold out al- 


though no casts have been an- 
nounced and the only play listed 
thus far is “Born Yesterday,” the 


curtain-raiser. 

La Jolla is run by a group of 
Holywood names who banded to- 
gether four years ago under the 
name of Actors Co. Gregory Peck, 
Mel Ferrer, Dorothy McGuire, Jo- 
seph Cotten and John Garfield are 
among those sitll active, although 
not all intend to appear during the 
season. 

Permanent director of the straw- 
hatter is James Neilson of the 
Katharine Cornell-Guthvie Ve- 
Clintic organization, with Bob Lee 
as set director, Gerald O’Connor as 
Beneral manager and Tom Dam- 
mann as public relations director. 


Bucks Bows In ‘Smile’ 
New Hope, Pa., June 6. 

Bucks County Playhouse opened 
its 1950 season last night (Mon.) 
with Ruth Chatterton in “The 
Smile of the World” before the 
customary SRO preem audience. 

Choice by Theron Bamberger of 
teeoff bill was unusual one in as 
much as the Garson Kanin comedy 
tried out season before last in 
nearby Philly before heading for 
N. Y. Local audience, demonstrat- 
ing usual goodwill, found it inter- 
esting if not exciting fare. Ruth 
Chatterton, in the Ruth Gordon 
part, got many curtain calls. She 
was ably supported by Donald 
Buka, as the young lover, and 
Harry Mahaffey, as the ambitious 
Supreme Court justice. 

Henry Jones’ staging was com- 
petent with play improving after 


slow first act. Others in troupe 
included Ruth Amos in Laura 
Pierpoint’s part; James Doolan, 


Elizabeth Dewing, Pauline Myers, 
Robert Caldwell. and John Mar- 
riott. Latter had his original part. 
Set is by David Reppa. Play con- 
tinues through June 10. 





Lambertville’s Boff Bow 
Lambertville, N. J., June 6. 

St. John Terrell, originator of 
arena-type musicals, opened his 
second season of the Music Circus 
in his new, enlarged tent before 
a near sellout Saturday (3) with 
Sigmund Romberg’s “The New 
Moon.” 

Virtually all but a handful of 
the 1,300 seats were occupied for 
the opener of the i6-week season, 
despite threatening weather. Rain 
held off until the finale. Arthur 
Kent and Gail Manners headed 
the troupe, which included Robert 
Feyti, Dorothy Keller, Maurice 
Burk, Jim Hawthorn, Larry 
Haynes, John Shanks, George Lip- 
ton, Don Kaplan, Betty Graeber, 
John Faulkner, Howard Ross, 
Rowena Rollins, George Lenz, 
Dean Nelson, Arun Evans and Don 
O'Brien. 


Opening, under 


: | 
direction of. 


* Robert Jarvis, with Edward Hunt! 


Joke in Pitt Snar: ‘Montreal to Get Straw | 


In Mid-City Atop Mt. 


Montreal, June 6. 
In spite of Montreal having the 
finest natural setting for a straw- 
hatter, right in the middle of the 
city atop Mount Royal, nothing 
has ever been done to encourage 
iocal thespians except a couple of 








ing Pretty 


conducting. was smooth Charles 
Evans is billed as “decoreog- 
rapher.”” Zachary Soloyv troupe of 


six gals supplied the dancing. j jhe : 
Fc | cel Schwab who . co-au- Minor tries with a half-hearted out- 
thored the book with Frank Man- door offering of Shakespeare for a 


limited run. 


del and Oscar Hammerstein, was . 
on hand for the opening “The Last week the first definite steps 
New Moon” continues through were taken when Joy Thomson, 


Sunday (11), followed by “The Cat 


and The Fiddle.” 


founder of the Canadian Art Thea- 
tre, leased the unused Ski Club on 





i top of the mountain as a perma- 

Collingwood’s Slow Start nent summer home for her com- 
Collingwood, \ a.. J une 6. pany. The new theatre will be 
Collingwood _ theatre, newest (tagged The Mountain Playhouse. 
strawhatter in the Washingion, Work has already started on the 
D. C. area, opened inauspiciously ayditorium, which is being graded 
sport bt are a a an and equipped with standard thea- 
mall ngs weather aneume “> \tre seats. A workable stage, dress- 
Initial opus had Gloria Jean, | 28 rooms and lounges ale being 
onctime film moppet, in “Strictly readied and plans call for five dif- 


ferent plays to be offered the first 


The open-air the- * { 
season. Company will draw on New 


Dishonorable.”’ 


atre, scaled from $1 to $2.50 (in- | 5é Ww ¢ 
cluding tax), did a thin $1,200. One York for guest leads, building the 
night was completely washed out rest of the cast from its Canadian 


and threatening weather held down 
the audiences most of the remain- 
der of the week. 

The panning Miss Jean got from 
the reviewers didn’t help either. 
However, she was in only tor a 
single week. “Yes, My Darling 
Daughter,” the current attraction, 
is being handled by the resident 
Equity cast, which has Natalie 
Priest signed as femme lead for 
the stock company for the season. 
Indication is that patronage will 
build for the 400-seater, which 
should begin to put its head above 


group. 


7 Straws Spark 
Cape Cod Season 


Hvannis, Mass., June 6. 
Wide variety of strawhat enter- 
tainment is being offered on Cape 
Cod this summer, with no less than 





a 


water when the unseasonable rain i : 
tapers off. seven different enterprises sched- 
—_—— juled for late June and early July 
Brattleboro Preem Set | openings. 
Albany, June 6. Most talked-about venture is 


Harry L. Young has tentatively | Richard Aldrich’s establishment in 


set July 12 as opening date, and | Hyannis of The Cape Cod Music 
Born Yesterday” as the play, for | Cireus, It brings to this area for 
his Brattleboro, Vt. strawhat. the first time theatre-in-the-round 


Young has been director tor Mal- 


presentation under a tent of top 


colm Atterbury at the Playhouse cnatelins i coat a ition 
in Albany, N. Y., the past two peret as and musical comedies. 
winters. Atterbury and his wife, Julius Fleischmann is associate 
Filen Hardies, will appear with | Producer with Aldrich, theatre 
the Brattleboro group for the Opening July 4 with Romberg’s 
second summer. “The New Moon.” 

Others slated to be seen there Schedule includes: July 11. “The 
include Judson Pratt, Roberta! Chocolate Soldier’: July 18. “Rio 
Jonay, Dody Bauer and Mary | Rita”: July 25. “Song of Norway” 
Farrell (Mrs. Young). All except | aug 1, “The Vagabond King”: Aug. 
Miss | Jonay, who recently was 8. “Naughty Marietta”: Aug. 15. 
married to Pratt, have worked ai “The Desert Sons”: Aug. 22. “The 
the Playhouse. Pratt engaged in ae. ieee aes 


Merry Widow”: 3. 29 : Se 
a summer stock company manage- Merry Widow”; Aug. 29 and Sept. 


ment in Western New York last | Show Boat. 

year. He and Miss Bauer had the Director for first few produc- 
leads in “Born Yesterday” when tions will be Robert Jarvis and 
Atterbury presented the comedy’ Glen Jordan will take over for the 


here for three weeks in April. balance of the season. Circus siaff 


Young, who first operated the jg headed by Herman E. Krawitz 
Brattleboro Opera House before) 3, general manager. He seived in 


the war, will shuttle the company 
between that theatre and the Vic- 
toria in nearby Greenfield, Mass. 
He followed the same policy last 
season, opening each production 
in Brattleboro at midweek and 


that capacity last summer at the 
new Falmouth Plavhouse at Coona- 
|messett where his brother, Sey- 
|mour, is returning for a second sea- 
son as publicity director. Percy 
taking it to Greenfield for part of Williams, who last season was press 
the following week. Young did | rep at Aldrich’s Cape Playhouse in 
not employ guest stars in 1949; he | Dennis, is publicity director of the 
used some the previous year. | (Continued on page 59) 

Des Moines KRNT’s Busy 


Season; °50-’51 Looks Good 





Hilltop in Getaway 
Baltimore, June 6. 
season opened here 
week with Don Swann’s Hill- 


Strawhat 
last 


top theatre ; offering “Private | Des Moines, June 6 
Lives,” with Nan MeFarland guest- The 1949-50 season at the 4.200- 
ing and continued cold weather! seat KRNT Radio Theatre here 
‘ eri . hia ad en Hila. | - = ; ee 
ieuids tere” (a Mi Phila |closed with Jack Benny's show 
cerca “igh He | May 18 and concluded one of the 


George Schaefer is directing. /most successful seasons on record 
| The season opencd siowly because 
\few of the bic productions took to 
the road until tate fall. But as the 





Sail Loft Dissolves 
Albany, June 6. 
Sail Loft Summer Theatre, Inc., 


of Germantown, N. Y.. has been! Season progressed. approximately 
dissolved, according to papers! 200.000 theatregoers attended 67 
filed with the N. Y. Secretary of | performances of 30 attractions that 
State. included “Inside U.S.A...” “Mister 

Strawhat operated for one sum-. Roberts.” and the Metropolitan | 


mer in a converted building over- 
| looking the Hudson River at Ger- 
mantown, Columbia County, 35 
ij miles south of Albany. 
New Brookhaven Barn 
Albany, June 6. 

Theatre-In-The-Dell, Inc., has 
Leen chartered to conduct business 
in Brookhaven, with capital stock 
of $20,000—$100 par value. Direc- 
tors are Peter J.. Panagakos and 
Elizabets V. Panagakos, Malba 
Drive, Rocky Point, and William 
F. Harrover, 6603 Booth street, 
| Forest Hills. 

Samuel I. Sloane, of Port Jeffer- | 
son, was filing attorney. 


Opera in “Faust.” 

The 1950-51 season opens Sept. 
18 with “South Pacific” and reser- 
|vations are already rolling in. 
Slated to follow are “Death of a 
Salesman,” “Mister Roberts.” with 
Henry Fonda: Hildegarde: “Skat- 
ing Vanities; Sadler’s Weils Bul- 
let; “Oklahoma;” Ballet Russe de 
Ballets de Paris; “Come Back. Lit- 
tle Sheba;” “The Great Waltz:” the 
Monte Carlo; Israeli Philharmonie; 
Metropolitan Opera, and others, 


, 








Durst Directing San Anton’ 


San Antonio, June 6. 

| Toby Durst, of New York, has 
itaken over direction of the San 
Antonio Civic Opera Assn.’s first 





Melody Fair Setup 
Melody Fair, Connecticut's first 


/ London... 


/era 


| fall 


|; open the Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y., 


Inside Stuff—Legit 7 


Lewis & Young, Coast producers, stopped off in Pittsburgh last week 
on their way back to California from New York and engaged Howard 
Newman to go out ahead of Maurice Evans in “The Devil’s Discipie” 
next season. Newman, p.a. for local summer opera company the last 
two years, will join Evans for the show’s Central City, Col., engage- 
ment, which follows immediately after close of the al fresco series 
here. This past year Newman agented “Madwoman of Chaillot” on 
road, but had to leave before the end of the tour in order to get back 
to Pittsburgh for the warm weather shows. Bernard Simon took over 
“Chaillot” at Newman’s departure. 

Gertrude Bromberg, who has been press-agenting the national com. 
pany of “Kiss Me Kate” since it got started on the Coast a year ago, 
washed up that assignment with a week here prior to “Kate’s” outdoor 
engagement at Pitt Stadium. She’s being succeeded by Reuben Rabino- 
vitch in Boston, where “Kate” goes from Pittsburgh for a summer run. 

Robert Garland. of the N. Y. Journal-American, sounded off last week 
against the N. Y. Drama Critics’ Circle, of which he is a member. 
Guesting on tke Grace and Paul Hartman radio show over WOR, N. Y., 
the reviewer said he’s proud of being “the square peg in the circle.” 
“I always disagree with everything. I'm the official ‘no’ man. I don’t 
approve of anything they do. I don't even know 90° of the people in 
it.” Referring to the group’s method of making selections, he ob- 
served. “You look down the table and there are people from this and 


that little weekly, and somebody is from this kind of magazine— 
everything except throwaways they have critics on, you know-—and 


they all count. It’s so stupid. It’s the reason 1 hate the whole setup.” 
After leaving the N. Y. World-Telegram several years ago and before 
joining the Hearst daily, Garland covered Broadway shows for a 
Greenwich Village throwaway weekly. 

Probably no one was more surprised than Gian-Carlo Menotti at the 
boxoffice smash of “The Consul.” The opera’s composer-director re- 
vealed last week that some time before the show opened, one of his 
triends asked him about the advisability of investing. ‘I told him not 
to be silly; that if he wanted to gamble, to put his money in something 
on which he'd have a chance. So he bought a share of ‘The Browning 
Version.’ However, we're still friends.” According to production as- 
sociates on ‘‘The Consul,” Menotti refused to believe reports of the 
huge ticket sale for the show, even after he'd read the rave reviews. 
So they took him around to the theatre and showed him the line at 
the window and the emptying ticket racks. 


Directors of the summer opera company in Pittsburgh wanted to use 
two local names, Lisa Kirk and Shirley Eckl, in the national company 
of “Kiss Me, Kate” when it opens the under-the-stars season next week 
at the Pitt Stadium, but Saint Subber and Lemuel Ayers, producers of 
musical, put their corporate foot down and said there would be no 
substitutions whatsoever in the show. Miss Kirk, who just left the 
Broadway production of “Kate,” has never played her home town since 
becoming a star and was eager to do her original role of Bianca in 
Pittsburgh. Miss Eckl, still dancing in ‘‘Kate’’ in New York, was the 
prima ballerina with the Pitt venture season before last. 

Barbara Dayenport, signed for the strawhat season to play ingenue 
leads with the Mountain Playhouse in Jennerstown, Pa., is the daughter 
of Pembroke Davenport, musical director for ‘Kiss Me, Kate” on 
Broadway. She’s a dancer and has been on tour all year in “Briga- 
doon.” Miss Davenport is joining the Jennerstown group two weeks 
late, waiting until after “Brigadoon” winds up its travels in Atlantic 


City. Her father is also the choral director of Paul Whiteman’s TV 
show and he’ll leave “Kate” in the fall to take over the new Cole 
Porter musical, “Out of This World,” which will be produced by his 


present employers, Saint Subber and Lemuel Ayres. 

John Chapman, critic of the N. Y. Times, announced in his column 
Sunday (4) his selections to be included in the next volume of the best 
plays series, “The Burns Mantle Best Plays of 1949-50." The 10 include 
T. S. Eliot's “Cocktail Party,” Carson McCullers’ “Member of the 
Wedding,” the Maxwell Anderson-Kurt Weill “Lost in the Stars.” Wil- 
liam Inge’s “Come Back, Little Sheba,” William Archibald’s “The 
Innocents,’ Samuel Taylor’s “The Happy Time,” the Joshua Logan- 
Anton Chekov “Wisteria Trees,” S. N. Behrman’s “I Know My Love,” 
the Maurice Valency-Jean Giradoux “The Enchanted” and Benn W, 
Levy’s “Clutterbuck.” 


Special section devoted entirely to strawhat theatres will be pub- 
lished by the N. Y. Herald Tribune in the Sundey edition of June 25. 
Besides listing the various cowbarns and their summer schedules, it 
will include an illustrated map and have feature stories by members of 
the sheet’s drama staff. George Scher, of the paper's amusement ad 
department, is making a motor tour of New England to contact theatre 
owners for paid space in the section. 

In case NBC does not go through with tentative plans (details in 
the Radio-Television section) to lease the Center theatre, N. Y., and 
convert it into video studios, the house will probably resume the pre- 
sentation of Sonja Henie-Arthur Wirtz ice shows. The Rockefellers, 
who own the property, are apparently not interested in longterm lease 
offers trom Coast impresario Edwin Lester and concert manager Sol 
Hurok, or from the N. Y. City Center or the Shuberts. 

“Policeman's Lot,” which folded recently in Cleveland, was omitted 
from the list of shows that closed in tryout, part of the season sum- 
mary in last week's issue. A $30,000 production, it would have raised 
the total amount lost in pre-Broadway closings to $371,100. and the 
total lost in all shows already closed during the season to $2,904,900. 


Daggett Theatre Gives 


Worcester 8 Strawhats 


Westboro, Mass., June 6. 

The eighth stock company in the 
Worcester area to announce for 
the season is the newly-built Rob- 
ert Daggett Playhouse on the Bos- 
ton-Worcester Turnpike. It is a 
mile east of the Red Barn, which 
Daggett operated for 10 years. 

The company will open its first 
season June 13 with “George 
Washington Slept Here.”, Bruce 
Brighton, formerly with the Wor- 
-eester Playhouse, will direct and 
play leads. Lilyan Wilder will be 
leading woman. Others in the 


Longhair Shorts 


Jascha Heifetz, 
his 14th concert appearance in 
Jerusalem Friday (2), left Israel 
Sunday (4), for France and Eng- 
land. He will record for HMV in 
Met Opera basso Italo 
Tajo sailed Monday (5) to fill op-| 
engagements in Italy. Tajo 
return in September for the 
season of the San Francisco | 
Opera Co. . .. Efrem Kurtz is in 
N. Y. from Houston, prepping to 


who completed | 


will 


concert series, beginning June 19 
... Wanda Toscanini Horowitz has 
cancelled a trip to Europe in order | 
to work on her television show...) company will be Laura Lee (Mrs. 
Helen Traubel’s summer engage- Brighton’, John Glendinning, John 
ments include apperances at Aspen’ Rowe, Dale Engle, Marion Morris. 
and Red Rock, Colo. 'Margaret Sheehan, Alfreda Wa'- 
lace, William Harp, William Happ, 


: Regina Resnick, Me Pra so- 

theatre-in-the round, opens here summer production to be staged prano, left puiabier Wao ee Alice Thorsell, John Carrollton, 
June 20 in the midst of the 90- the latter part of this month at|cert ‘tour’ of Scandinavia and John Glenn, Bennett Barr and 
Aaa ae Danbury oe the Sunken Garden theatre here. | Europe ... Camilla Williams, N, Y, Tom Hughes. 

powered dee Max ee | Durst will also sing several num- | City Center Opera Co. soprano, Other plays lined up will be 
James Westerfield, lately playing bers in the show, which will be a leaves June 26 for a tour of the “Strange Bedfellows.” “Knicker- 
DD a sen ayin® | short version of Sigmund Rom- | Caribbean countries. She gives her bocker Holiday,” “Light Up the 
| in —o Story, a | berg’s “The Student Prince.” For first concert in Venezuela, with the Skv.” “Touch and Go,” “All My 
rectors of the new summe: stand, |the past two summers Durst bas; Dominican Kepublic and Jamaica’ Sons,” “Jennie Kissed Me,” “Mr. 

(Continued on page 58) directed liglitt opera in Houston. | following. i Barry's Etchings.” 
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Four Shows With Sizable Runs Fold: 
Love Only One to Pay Off Thus Far 


Four shows 
one in Chicago. 
able runs, but only one has paid | 
off. * | 

“t Know My Love” wound up a, 
247-performance engagement at 
the Shubert, N. Y. The Theatre. 
Guild production, starring Alfred | 
Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, was 
dapted by S. N. Behrman from 
the French of Marcel Achard. ~— It 
involved an investment of $75,000, 
ias thus far returned $100,000 and 
has an additional estimated $10,- 
O09 reserve 

The show will go on tour next 
all, playing Guild subscription 
cities not visited during its tryout | 
tour in 1948-49. Stands scheduled | 
include New Haven, opening Oct. | 
2 then Buffalo, Detroit, Cleveland, | 
Columbus, Cincinnati, Richmond, | 
Washington, Baltimore, Wilming- 
ton, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Port- 
jand, Me., Montreal, Toronto, and | 
Atlanta, plus return dates in Bos- 
ton and St. Louis. | 

After completing the tour, the 
Lunts plan to take the comedy to 
london, where they last appeared 
in Terence Rattigan’s “O Mistress | 
Mine” (there it was titled “Love | 
in Idleness’”’). Film rights to the | 
Behrman - Achard work were! 
bought last year by RKO  for'! 
$159,006. | 

A second Guild closing was the | 
“As You Like It” revival, starring 
Katharine Hepburn, which shut- | 
tered after 145 performances at | 
the Cort, N. ¥. The production, | 
financed at $100,000, actually cost | 
$102,300. No return has been made | 
on the investment, but there is an! 
estimated $70,000 in operating 
profits. The Guild intends send- 
ing this show on tour next season, 
too, and is now lining up dates. 

‘Innocents’ Doesn't Pay 

The third Broadway closing was | 
“The Innocents,” the William | 
Archibald dramatization of the) 
tlenry James novel, “The Turn of | 
the Serew,” which folded after 141 | 
performances at the Playhouse. | 
The melodrama, given a strawhat | 
trvout last summer by Aldrich & 
Myers, with George S. Kaufman 


(Continued on page 58) | 





| 


Pitt Light Opera hone. | 
To Get Own Home in ’51 
At Cost of $1,500,000 


Pittsburgh, June 6. 

Centrally - loeated site in 
Schenley Park has finally been 
picked tor the permanent home of | 
the Civie Light Opera Assn., and | 
season of 1951 will find the open- | 
ar shows here in their own am-| 
phitheatre. It will seat 9,000 and | 
will have a movable nylon top, 
which can be rolled out over the} 
audience in case of rain. 

For the past five years, since in- | 
ception of al fresco operettas local- | 
ly, Opera Assn. has been housed at | 
the Pitt Stadium, but general pub- 
lic dissatisfaction with that loca- | 
tion has been steadily growing. | 
Last summer, a site in the High- | 
land Park district was chosen but | 
there were so many complaints 
from property holders in the area, 
and it subsequently became such a 
political hot potato, that the proj- 
ect was dropped. For a time, as | 
a result, it looked as if there might | 
be no 1950 season here since U. | 
oi. Pittsburgh authorities were re-| 
Inctant to okay use of its stadium | 
a‘ayn because of damage _ the, 
shows did to the football turf. 
liowever, the approval came 
through at the last minute. 

Construction on the Schenley 
Park amphitheatre will begin very 
shortly, and total cost is expected 
to exceed $1,500,000. Of that, 
$1.000,000 is being donated by the | 
Edgar J. Kaufmann Foundation 
‘Kaufmann is the head of the big 
Pittsburgh department store which 


‘Continued on page 58) 


‘Wedding’ Members Get 
Another 15G Dividend. 


Another dividend of $15,000 was 
paid this week to backers of 
“ember of the Wedding.” That 
brings the profits on the $75,000 
In’ostment to $37,500 this far. 

“he Robert Whitehead-Oliver 








Ri -Stanley Martineau production 
is currently in its 22d week at the | 
Empire, N. Y. 


closed Saturday + 
night (3), three on Broadway and | 
All four had siz- | 





Actor Bob Russell To 


Debut as Producer‘ 


Bob Russell, night club, radio 
and TV performer, will make his 
debut this fall as a Broadway legit 
producer when he teams with Car- 
roll Case to present “Sing to the 
Moon,” all-colored musical. Kim 
Gannon and Waiter Kent have 
written the score and the book is 
by David deKoven. 





| 


VARIETY 
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Preps Twain Musical 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Mac Benoff, radio. and film 
scripter, heads east shortly for 
huddles on the Broadway produc- 
tion of “Mississippi Legend,” mu- 
sical based on Mark Twain's eca- 


, reer as a riverboat skipper. Benoff, 


| 
} 


“Sing,” which has the Louisiana | 
bayou country as a background, is | 


expected to cost around $160,000, 


and considerable of the money has | 


already been pledged. 

Co-producer Case, incidentally, 
is the son of the late Frank Case, 
w.k. as host to theatrical notables 
as manager of the Algonquin hotel, 
N. Y., before his death some years 
ago. 


Ohio Studes Prep 





/an authority on Twain, has com- 
_pleted the book. 

While east he will also arrange 
publication of seven newly- 
| discovered Twain stories. 





RCA-NBC Back 
Legit Madame’ 
To 2006 Tune 


Apparently with an eye to the 
record album and _ possibly the 


television rights to the show, RCA | 


and NBC are supplying the entire 
$200,000 bankroll for “Call Me Ma- 
dame,” the new Irving Berlin-How- 


|}ard Lindsay and Russel Crouse mu- 


| produce. 


sical, which Leland Hayward will 


There is also a provision 


| for a 25% overcall. 


|of profits 


3d Showboat Tour 


| erating profits, as all of the talent 


Hiram, O., June 6. 

Students in the drama depart- 
ment at tiny Hiram College here 
are getting ready for their third 
annual summer tour of Ohio and 
Kanawha River ports on the show- 
boat Majestic, with rehearsals be- 
ing held daily in preparation for 
the  season’s official opening 
Wednesday, June 14, at 
Pieasant, W. Va. 


The Majestic, the only showboat 
operating on the Ohio River, will 
take the student cast through five 
states, presenting ‘‘Under the Gas- 
lights,” a melodrama by Augustine 
Daly, and “Arsenic and Old Lace,” 
by Joseph Kesselring, s well as 
the temperance melodrama, “The 
Drunkard.” 

W. Douglas Mitchell, asst. pro- 
fessor of speech, is director of the 
project, replacing Prof. Robert I. 
Pearce, drama department head, 
who is on a year’s leave. Herbert 
Rogers, head of the dramatics de- 
partment of Washington High 
School, Massillon, is assistant di- 
rector. 

Though the exact itinerary of 
the Majestic will be worked out as 
the season progresses, it’s expected 
that Cincinnati and Louisville 
again will be the largest stopping 
points this year. Highlight of the 
tour will be the boat’s stay in 
Marietta, O., during the intercol- 
legiate regatta June 17. The cast 
will be at Marietta June 15-18, at 
invitation of the Chamber of Com- 
merce there. 

Besides the dramatic perform- 


ances, the program of the Show- 


boat players each night includes 
several acts of vaudeville and the 


| of his customary 5°o. 
Crouse are to share a similar roy- | 


Point | 





Instead of the usual 50-50 split 
between the 
ment and backer, RCA-NBC will 
get only 357 of the net. However, 
it’s figured the reduced share may 
be offset by an increase in the op- 


involved are taking less-than-nor- 
mal percentages of the gross. Thus, 
Berlin is slated to get 4% roy- 
alties as. composer-lyricist, instead 
Lindsay and 


alty as authors of the book. George | 


Abbott wi!! probably get 2% as di- 
rector and Miss Merman is slated 
for 8% as star, instead of her usual 


10%. Latter’s contract extends 
until June 1, 1952. 
In addition, Berlin and Miss 


Merman will each get 10% of the 


net, Lindsay and Crouse will split | : : F 
a similar share and Abbott will re- | production will tour several lead- | 


ceive 246°. That 
for Hayward as producer, instead 


‘of the normal management cut of | 


50°C. In addition, Abbott will get 
1% of the gross from any road 
companies he does not direct (he'll 
get his regular terms if he does 


| direct). 


The fact that Miss Merman is un- 
(Continued on page 59) 


Met B’way Touch Stronger 
With Howard Dietz Pact 





of the Metropolitan Opera Assn., 
plans to lean on Broadway in mak- 





| 


| 


traditional candy sale. Parades | 
will be held in the ports visited, to | 
promote the attraction. Students | 


participating in the 
cullege 
well as all-round experience in 
every phase of showboat operation. 


Record 145G Guarantee 
For St. Louis 50 Muny 


St. Louis, June 6. 

A new record of $145,275 has 
been subscribed to the Municipal 
Opera guarantee fund by 1,243 in- 
dividuals and firms for the 1950 
season that tees off Friday ‘3) 
in the al fresco playhouse in 
Forest Park with an 1l-night stand 
of “Brigadoon.” Last year’s sum 
was $142,250, then a record. 





venture get, 
credit tor their work, as | 


| 
| 
} 


| 


| inked to stage the work. 


ing a success of next season his 
first, at the Met. 
Broadway librettist and ad veepee 


of Loew’s, Inc., has been pacted to | 
write the lyrics for the Met’s new | 


production of Johann Strauss’ “Die 
Fledermaus.” Playwright-director 
Garson Kanin has already been 
(It was 


' seen on Broadway several seasons 


ago, in another version, as “The 
Bat.”’) 

Broadway Met lineup for next 
season now also includes Margaret 
Webster and Robert Edmond Jones, 
who will stage and design, respec- 
tively, the Met’s new production of 
Verdi’s “Don Carlos.” Bing also 
made Danny Kaye an offer to ap- 
pear in the non-singing, third-act 
role of Frosch, the jailer, in “Die 
Fledermaus,” which the comic 
states he’s still considering. It’s 
rumored, too, that Bobby Clark 
was offered the role. Marquerite 


Piazza, who appeared in “Happy | 
as Larry” on Broadway in January, | 


' has been signed by the Met for 


The coin is raised annually to, 
protect the enterprise from pos-| 
sible financial loss. In only two 
seasons, 1919 and 1930, has the 
fund been used. But on bot! oc- 
casions guarantors were rep.cid 


| from profits accrued in subsequent 


seasons. As in the past, half of the 
1950 guarantee fund has been ¢on- 
tributed before the season teeoftt, 
as working capital. The remain- 
ing 50°) would be called for in 
event of a deficit. Guarantors will 
be refunded their original con- 


‘tributions when directors of the or- 
| ganization rn 
'b.o. receipts are sufficient to de- 


have determined 
fray the season’s expenses. The 
sale of season tickets has passed 
the $300,000 mark. 


‘followed by a 


that | 


next season. 





Schonceit, Renee Carroll 


Married in Mexico City. 


Mexico City, June 6. 

Renee Carroll, hatcheck girl of 
Sardi’s restaurant, N.Y., was mar- 
ried at Cuernavaca near here 
yesterday (Mon.) to Louis Schon- 
ceit, head of the 
ticket agency, N. Y. The ceremony 
few minutes 
granting of a divorce to Schonceit 


in an adjoining room. Manny 
Reiner, Selznick foreign repre- 
sentative, was best man and also 


gave the bride away. 

The Schonceits, who arrived 
here Saturday +3). plane to Holly- 
wood tomorrow (Wed.) and then 
go to San Francisco. They are due 


,to return June 26 to New York. 


manage- | 


leaves 3212% | 


Signs more and more indicate | 
Rudolf Bing, new general manager | 


Howard Dietz, | 


Mackey theatre | 


the | 


Guild Goes Through Big Season, 
But ‘Okla.!’ Is Still the Meal Ticket 


| 


Mary Garden to Return 
For More U.S. Gab Dates 


| Mary Garden, former opera star 
currently residing in Aberdeen, 
Scotland, will return to the U. S. 
|late in October to begin a lecture 
| tour of 25 cities. Tour will be made 
| under the auspices of the National 
Arts Foundation, which supervised 
Miss Garden's successful American 
tour last year. Current year marks 
the 50th anni of Miss Garden’s 
operatic debut, which she made 
with the Opera Comique of Paris. 
Miss Garden is currently working 
on a rewrite of her autobiography, 
scheduled by Simon & Schuster for 
next winter. 

Carleton Smith, Foundation di- 
rector, planes to Europe Tuesday 
(13) to visit Jan Sibelius in Fin- 
| land. Composer celebrates his 85th 
birthday this year. Rudolph Bing, 





new manager of the Metropolitan , 


Opera, and Ezio Pinza have been 
added to NAF’s advisory commit- 
tee. 

' 


Festival Stock 








initial bill 
operated by Sam 
Hayden 


The 
| Theatre to be 
| Wanamaker and_ Terry 
,}at the Fulton, N. Y., will be 
| “Parisienne,” adapted by Ashley 
| Dukes from the original French of 
| Henri Beeque. It will open July 
| 24, co-starring Faye Emerson and 
Francis Lederer and co-featuring 
Romney Brent and Helmut Dan- 
tine. After a two-week run the 


|ing strawhats, including the Cape 
| Playhouse, Dennis, Mass.; Bucks 
;and the 
Marblehead, Mass. 

Subseauent productions, each to 
run a fortnight and then 
| strawhat dates, include  Ibsen’s 
“Lady From the Sea,” starring 
Luise Rainer; Lynn Riggs’ ‘‘Borned 

” a revised version of the 


in Texas.” 
| same author’s play of 1930, “Road- 
| side.” to co-star Anthony Quinn 
|'and Marsha Hunt, and Strindberg’s 


'“Crimes and Crimes,” to be re- 
| titled “Intoxication,” co-starring 
| Viveea Lindfors and Wanamaker. 


| The project is intended as a 52- 
| week operation, with a $3 top ‘tax 
|included). That has been made 
| possible by liberal rental terms 
| from City Playhouses, Inc., which 
|; operates the Fulton, and by con- 
|cessions from the unions. The 
present plan is to move any box- 
office successes to other theatres, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| moving a show to a new house for 
an extended run would presum- 


ably take it out of the stock classi- | 


| fication. 
| Wanamaker will stage the first 


two productions, and Howard Bay | 
will direct the third, besides de- | 
Daniel | 
Mann may also stage some of the! 


signing all the scenery. 


productions. 


‘Montserrat’ Backers Get 
Ist Payment on Pix Sale 


Backers of Kermit Bloomgar- 
den’s production of “Montserrat” 
have received their share of the 
$10,000 initial payment from the 
sale of the film rights to the play. 





The $30,000 balance from. the 
|rights is due at the end of this 
year. 

Production’s share of the $10.- 


000, minus negotiator’s and legal 
fees and agent’s commission, came 
to $3.214. That, plus minor addi- 
tional revenue, brought the distri- 
bution to the backer to 
When the remtainder of the 
proceeds are distributed, the loss 
on the $60,000 investment will 
probably be reduced to about 
$38,000. 





William Jellison, of Fort Wayne, 
Ind., has been named manager of 
the Bridgeport Playhouse — in 
Bridgeport, N. Y. He has 
active several years in radio, with 
»WFTW, Fort Wayne; WFJS, Free- 
! port, _ DL. 


On 52-Wk. Basis 


in the Festival | 


| County Playhouse, New Hope, Pa., | 
North Shore Playhouse, | 


play | 


so as not to interrupt the conti- | 
nuity of the undertaking. However, | 
such a step would probably require | 
further union concessions, since | 


$3.600. | 
film | 


been | 


* With the closing in the last two 
| weeks of “I Know My Love,” “As 
| You Like It” and “Arms and the 
| Girl,” 


} 


the Theatre Guild has only 
two productions on the _ boards, 
“Come Back, Little Sheba,” at the 
Booth, N. Y., and “Oklahoma!” at 
the Erlanger, Chicago. For a short 
interval last fall, the management 
had seven shows running simul- 
taneously. The others were the 
touring “Philadelphia Story” and 
“Silver Whistle.” Not in years has 
the Guild bee so active in pro- 
duction. 

Despite this surge of production, 
however, 1949-50 was not a particu- 
larly profitable year for the Guild. 


Only two of its offerings got into 
the black, and one of those, "I 
Know My Love.” made merely a 


nominal profit for the Guild. Thus, 
“Oklahoma!,” which saved the 
Guild from bankruptcy in the 
spring of 1943, remains its meal 
ticket seven years later. Every 
other production on the Guild’s 
1949-50 slate represents a financial 
liability at the moment, although 
there’s a possibility that the Kath- 
arine Hepburn revival of “As You 


Like it” and the Shirley Booth- 
Sidney Blackmer starrer, “Come 
Back, Liitle Sheba,” may pay off 
their initial investment on tour 
next season 

At the season-end last week, 


“Oklahoma!” had paid profits of 
$126,753 during the preceding 12 
months, bringing its total net re- 
turn to the investors to $4,185,500. 
since the Guild had to give a 60-40 
sharing break to the backers to ob- 
tain financing for the show, its own 
part of the profits amount to $2,- 
790,333 over the seven-year period, 
or approximately $400,000 a year. 
Even after payment of taxes, that 
should be enough to pay the out- 
fit’s operating overhead. 
‘Love’s’ 25G Profit 


“I Know My Love” has thus far 
paid a profit of $25,000 on its 
$75,000 investment, but it will tour 
on Guild-ATS subscription again 
next season, and should garner 
additional revenue. liowever, the 
Guild actuall: nets little on the 
opertation, as it must share the 
| profits on all Lunt shows with the 
Lunts and John C, Wilson. On that 
| basis, the Guild’s return on “Love” 
iso far is only $8,333. However, it 
gets $300 a week “office expenses” 
'on the show (plus similar amounts 
from “As You Like It” and ‘“She- 


‘Continued en page 59) 





| No BO. Sale on ‘Pacific’ Tix 
For St. Louis Sept. Stand; 
| 1346 Seen as 2-Week Take 


St. Louis, June 6. 

| With “South Pacific” due in St. 
Louis Sept. 25-Oct. 5, for two 
weeks, Paul Beisman, manager of 
the American theatre, announced 


last week there will be no b.o. sale 
and ducat-seekers must obtain the 
pasteboards via mail. Anticipating 
a net gross of $134,000, Beisman 
shut off telephone service to the 
American because he did not want 
queues of ducat-seekers besieging 
the theatre. 

The musical will be staged in 
the opera house of the Henry W. 
Kiel (municipal) Auditorium, with 
a seating capacity of 3,563, more 
than twice that of the American. 
The house will be sealed to $4.27 
and 10 night and four matinee per- 
formances will be given. The 
American will lose the rent it 
would normally collect because of 
the switch of the presentation, and 
the rental of the opera house for 
the stand will be about $7,000. 
Richard Eastman, a native, and 
Janet Blair will have the top roles 
in the local presentation. 


25 Balance on ‘Consul’ 


To Backers This Week 


Another payment of $25.000 
goes out this week to backers of 
the Gian-Carlo Menotti opera, “The 
Consul.” That represents the bal- 
ance on the $100,000 investment. 

The Chandler Cowles - Efrem 
Zimbalist, Jr., production aiso has 
a cash reserve of $12,000 and $16,- 
600 additional assets in the form 
of bends and deposits. It has been 
making an operating profit of 
‘almost $8,000 a week. 
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Wayne. With Henry Fonda con-| 
‘tinuing in the title role and Wil- |] ; 
ay ll 0 own liam Harrigan in the vital part of | a 
the rancorvus Captain, the Thomas W a 
. : ‘ ae Heggen-Joshua Logan  cumedy- |] ' 
Peep Show to pick out outstanders Oo! possible Fo after over two vears. re- Continued from page 56 | 
hi i 5 Hit Parade contenders, but Sammy rains the funniest, most touching |. , : 
Philadelphia, June 5. Fain, Harold Rome and Jule Styne 2g nos ytaining play on the | Wzuch will disclose some depar-, ings this season will be Ilka Ch 
‘ micheal bee’ prosaction a nevus ~ have good ones. ed ga entertaining pla) tures from the year-old tradition in “Goodbye, My Fancy,” 
wo acts, Stage an ightec rv assarc j ards. | > es s : ae " a on = < 
Short, with scenes directed by Bobby The specialties already referred Stewart is expertly dry as the 0" music hae aaa be aa ta A aati 3 of Wim- 
Clark. Dances by James Starbuck; sce- ae * : : : = pide 2 whol - J. Mae. ; ~ | from ermanently constructe , < ~ Ms 
nery, Howard Bay; costumes, Irene Sha- tO are highlighted by the amazing perceptive, tolerant ship’s doctor; p é 


raff; sketches by Clark, H. I. Phillips, Wil- 
liam Roos; music by Bhumibol & Chakra- 
band, Sammy Faith & Herb Megidson, Har- 
old Rome, Raymond Scott, Sammy Stept & 
Dan Shapiro, Jule Styne and Bob Hilliard; 


music arrangements by Mel Pahl; orches- 
tra conductor, Clay Warnick. 

With Lina Romay, Lilly Christine, Clif- 
ford Guest, Peiro Brothers, Corrine & 
Tito Valdez Shannon Dean, June Allen, 
Christine & Moll, Myrtill & Pacaud, Linda 
Bishop, Les Farceurs, “‘Bozo”’ Snyder. “Hi 
Wilberforce’’ Conley, ‘‘Peanuts’” Mann 
“Red” Marshall, “Spike” Hamilton, Dick 
(‘Gabby’) Dana Also Penny Davidson, 
Glen Grayson, Bucy Hegyi, June Kirby, 
Barbara Leshie, Rosemarie Lynn, Micky 
Miller, Dell Parker, Mira Stefin, Gweenlee 
Smith, Jeanne Tyler, Rosemary William 
son, Lisa Ayers, Wendy Bartlett, Lynn 
Bernay, Gloria Danyl, Audrey Dearden 
Bettina Edwards, Carol Hendricks. Chris 
tine Frerichs, Frances Krell, Ha McAvoy 
Jill Meiford, Leila Martin, Ronny Oatiey, 
Elise Rhodes, Kaja Sundsten, Jackie Tapp, 
Mary Thomas, Valarie Wallace. Ruth Ver- 
non. Fern Whitney, James Brock, Garry 
Fleming, Edward Gombos, Vincent Henry, 


Robert Davis, John Juliano, Richard Reed, 
Frank Revnolds. At Forrest, Philadelphia, 
June 5, .’50. 


Philadelphia never had a chance 


to see Michael Todd’s uninhibited 
musical vehicle for Bobby Clark, 
“Star and Garter,” but local play- 
goers saw a very reasonable fac- 
simile of the same when Todd 
preemed his new revue, “Peep 
Show,” at the Forrest theatre to- 
night (5) It's a rich, racy and 
rowdy show that won't take too 
.~much fixing to build it into a 
smash. In fact, on its opening 


there wasn’t too much the audience 
could take exception to. 

The ingredients which Todd, 
that sapient showman, has chosen 
to fuse together in his latest pro- 
duction are beautiful and shapely 
gals, slapstick comedy, a gorgeous 


seenic background and a number 
of definitely outstanding special- 
ties. 


The gal angle was understood in 


advance; so was the low com- 
edy element when it was an- 
nounced that six true and tried 


stars of oldtime burlesque had been 
signed. The scenic beauties of the 
show were also to be expected in 


view of Todd's fondness for beauti- 
ful trimmings and the fact that 
Hassard Short directed. The nov- 


elties (specialties) proved to be an 
added and very welcome feature. 

The parallel with “Star and 
Garter” becomes more. striking 
and apparent when it is realized 
that Bobby Clark, although not ap- 
pearing personally in this show 
(yet), is prominently represented 
in the program as having directed 
the scenes and also having written 
a number of the sketches. It isn’t 
difficult to note Clark’s ividual 
stvle in some of the racy, riotous 
skits. 

However, in these same skits, lies 
one of “Peep Show's” current 
weaknesses. Most of them are 
hilariously funny throughout most 
of their action and then suffer 
from went of sharp enough black- 
outs. It is a not untamiliar trouble 
and one that Messrs. Clark, Todd 
and Short should have no trouble 
in remedving. When they do this 
necessary doctoring, such numbers 
as “Love Nest,” “Midway,” ‘“Cock- 
tails at Five” and “Friendly Neigh- 
bors” should be laugh knockouts. 

The six recruits from burley are 
“Bozo” Snyder, “Red Marshall, 
“Hi Wilberforce’ Conley, “Spike” 
Hamilton, ‘Peanuts’ Mann and 
Dick (“Gabby”) Dana, and they all 
get their chances during the show. 
A couple of times the veterans 
muff lines and cues but, on the 
whole, they’re enormously funny 
and will be even more so. 


As far as the gorgeous gals are 
concerned, Todd has outdone him- 
self. There seems to be an end- 
less. number of them and they're 
all easy on the eye—very easy. 
There are 20 or more of the state- 


m" 
Aik 


ly, parading kind that Ziegfeld 
used to love. And more than that 


number of dancing dolls and 
specialists. As far as peeling 
down, they don’t miss any tricks 
either, although as a matter of 
strict record they’re all decently 
covered in the more vital spots 


even if on first glance they don’t 
look to be. What’s more, they have 
a wide assortment of bumps and 
shake every portion of their anato- 
mies with a wicked abandon. Lily 
Christine contributes a shimmy 


that really shakes and a “cat girl” | 


that must be seen to be appreci- 
ated. Myrtil & Pacaud offer two 
very noteworthy adagio dances for 
one of which His Royal Nibs of 
Siam contributed the music. 
Although the show isn’t’ as 
strong on singing as it is on danc- 
ing and feminine pulchritude, Lina 
Romay and Linda Bishop do okay 
by a couple of numbers. With a 
half-dozen or more guys contrib- 
uting to the score, it’s still difficult 


a 


opening night 14 months ago. 
| Martin is still utterly captivating 


fine juggling of the Peiro Bros; 
Clifford G. Guest, an original, able 
ventriloquist from Down Under; 
by the aforementioned Myrtil & 
Pacaud, and by Corinne and Tito 
Valdez. 

Howard Bay’s settings are the 
last word in magnificence and Irene 
Sharaff’s costumes, both the scanty 
ones and the more respectable at- 


fairs, are lovely to look at. James 
Starbuck has staged the dances 
with originality, with ‘Violins 
from Nowhere” possibly outstand- 
ing 

“Peep Show” shows Todd off to 
his best advantage, for the astute 
judge of what the pubiic wants, 
that he is, frankly the lowbrow It 


has enough artistry to afford varie- 
tv and balance. Of all the shows 
he has tried out here in Philly, 
this one looks the nearest to be 
ready right now. Certainly it will 
be by the end of two weeks and 
with no particular competition in 
its own peculiar field it seems des- 
tined for a long career. Waters. 





Legit Follow-Ups 








South Paciiie 
(MAJESTIC, N. Y.) 
Probably not everyone 
play the leads in “South Pacific,” 
but it’s beginning to seem almost 
that way. Dickinson (since renamed 
Richard) Eastham subbed for Ezio 
Pinza as male iead on numerous 
occasions without seriously lessen- 
ing the Rodgers-Hammerstein 
musical’s appeal and now Ray Mid- 
dieton has permanently assumed 
the part with satisfying results. 
Whether Middleton is as effective 
as Pinza (or Eastham) is thus pretty 
much inconsequential, since “South 
Pacific” remains one of the great 
musicals of Broadway history (as it 
is even with Janet. Blair in the 
Mary Martin part the touring 
company). 

The important thing is, there- 
fore, not whether Middleton is as 
good as or better than Pinza, but 
that he’s different and, in his own 
way, quite obviously good enough. 
He, like Eastham, lacks Pinza’s au- 
thority and magnetism, and, of 
course, he looks a bit young for the 


could 


in 


part of the middle-aged French 
planter, Emil DeBecque. His ac- 
cent, almost as much a maticr of 


intonation as of pronunciation, is 
easier to understand, but he isn’t 
as impressive vocally. Also, with- 
out being any better comedy 
player than the former Metro- 
politan Opera star, he somehow 
misses the latter’s vitality and in- 
fectious good humor. 


In addition to slight dialog revi- 


sions here and there, a musical 
selection that was deleted during 


the musical’s pre-Broadway tryout 
has been reinserted between the 
“You've Got to Be Taught” and 
“This Nearly Was Mine” numbers. 
This clarifies both songs a little 
and, to some extent, even helps to 
explain the characters ot DeBecque 
and the Marine lieutenant, Joe 
Cable. Also, as repeated visits to 
the show demonstrate, a notable 
element in “South Pacific” is the 
size of the orchestra and the qual- 
ity of the orchestrations, partic- 
ularly the unusual number of 
strings. 

In most other respects, too, the 
musical compares well With the 
Miss 


as Nellie the nurse and her per- 
formance has, if anything, actually 
improved, both vocally and drama- 
tically. The others hold up in vary- 
ing degree, although Myron Mc- 
Cormick now overplays a bit as 
Luther Billis, especially in drawing 
out the pauses; Martin Wolfson 
exaggerates the Captain’s sputter- 
ing vehemence, and the reactions 
of Wiiliam Tabbert and _ others 
sometimes tend to seem mechani- 
cal. There’s apparently need for 
director Joshua Logan to rehearse 
the ensemble scenes. as details 
have lost their original precision. 
Hobe. 





;, Mister Roberts 

' (ALVIN, N. Y.) 

With the start of a new season, 
there have been two principal cast 
changes in Broadway’s longest-run 
current show, ‘Mister Roberts.” 
This time, Paul Stewart is the wise, 
quiet Doe, having succeeded Henrv 
Hull, who replaced Robert Keith 
(Rusty Lane has also occasionally 
played the part, as understudy). 
Dick Van Patten is now the irre- 
pressibly juvenile Ensign Pulver, 
having taken over from Murray 
Hamilton, who followed David 


perhaps not outstanding in the way 
Hull was, but already integrating 
his performance better with the 
other players. He is a notable 
listener and his no-take reaction 
to some of the play’s impossible 
antics is hilarious. Van Patten, like 
Hamilton, lacks Wayne’s style as 
Pulver, but he has a youthful earn- 
estness that gives an added touch 
to the characterization. 

But. of course, Roberts and the 
Captain are the key characters in 
the play. For “Mister Roberts” to 
be most effective, the audience 
must love the lieutenant and hate 
his superior. Fonda and 
off those assignments Su- 
perbly, seemingly even better than 


carry 














Harrigan | 


|wooden sidewalls built along lines 
of sturdy permanent circus struc- 
‘tures found in many European 
icities. This is the big-top of the 
ivearly Connecticut fair held early 
in October. Entrance is through 
a well-appointed administration 
building with’ permanent boxoffice, 
green room, press room and rest 
rooms, 

Irra 
time 


her 
musicals 


Petina, who divides 
between Broadway 
and the Metropolitan Opera, 
opens the season in “The Merry 
|Widow.” with John Shafer as 
Danilo. Westerfield, last summer 
with Gene Mann's open-air season 
in Hollywood, is staging. Stock 
|/company will back up guest stars. 


ever. And since the supporting Lineup after “The Merry Wid- 
performances still follow Joshua ow” is: June 27, “The Chocolate 
Logan’s brilliant direction so faith- | Soldier,” with Billy Gilbert, Vir- 
fully. “Mister Roberts” remains ,ginia Card and Edward Kane; 
a great show. Hobe. iJuly 4, “Anything Goes” with Wil- 
? ‘liam Gaxton and Westerfield in the 

S| CVictor Moore role; July 11, “The 

| : | Vagabond King,” with Paul Elmer 
Pitt Opera | and Evelyn Case; July 18, * Bitter 
Sweet, with Dorothy  Sandlin; 
———— Continued from page 37 —. ‘July 25, “The Red Mill,” with 
|Walter Donahue and Johnny Sil- 

bears his name and he’s under- yer: Aug. 1, “Naughty Marietta,” 
written all of the operetta’s losses , With Mimi Benzell; Aug. 8, ‘‘Ros- 
in four years), and $500,000 will alie.” with Roy Atwell, Katherine 
= ae sell St Larigii Mylroie and Walter Donahue; 

come from the city. Originally! Aue 15. “The Fortune Teller.” 
the Kaufmann Foundation offered | with Virginia Card and Paul Gil- 
bert; Aug. 22, “Rio Rita,” with 


$500,000 if the city would meet it 
and when the city did, Kaufmann 
came through with double the 
amount. 
Watson in ‘Annie’ Lead 

Milton Watson, who replaced 
Ray Middleton opposite Ethel Mer- 
man for the last few months of the 
Broadway run of “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” has been signed to play the 
same Frank Butier role in the sum- 
mer opera company’s production of 
the Irving Berlin musical, which 
will close the outdoor series here 
week of Aug. 14. It will be an al 
fresco debut for Watson. Stock 
contracts for the 10-week season, 
which gets going Monday (12) with 
the Chi company of “Kiss 
Kate,” have gone to Winfred Ains- 
ley, Truman Gaige, Frank Rogier 
and Norman Rolan. 


Other newcomers to the Pitt 
Stadium roster for 1950, besides 
Watson, include Lew Parker, Imo- 


gene Coca, Evelyn Wyckoff, Doro- 
thy MacNeil, Betty Ann Nyman, 
Anne Bollinger, Russ Brown, Bob 
Smith and James Jamieson. 
lowing ‘‘Kate,” shows are: “Ro- 
berta,” third time in fivé years; 
“No, No, Nanette’; ‘‘Brigadoon”; 
“The Great Waltz,” a repeat; “Up 
in Central Park’; “The Desert 
: Song,” 
“Pinocchio” and “Annie.” 











4 Closings 


Me, | 


Fol- | 


another repeat; ‘“Maytime,”’ | 


Tim Herbert and Don Saxon; Aug. 
|29, “A Connecticut Yankee,” with 
,Gaxton, and Sept. 4, “The Desert 
| Song.” 

Members of permanent com- 
pany include Silver, Kane, Thomas 
|Glynn, Vickie Vale, Phyllis Wilcox 


jand Johnnie Ray. Boris Kogan 
‘is musical director; Carl Judd, 
stage manager, and Dolly Migge- 


meyer is handling the terps. Capa- 
city is 2,000 with a $2.40 top. 
Rivington Bisland is treasurer with 
Arthur Jay Levy handiing press. 
Samuel Leve has adapted the fair 
tent to the new requirements and 
is devising special lighting. Com- 
pany will fiot play Mondays. 


Westminster College Straw 
| New Wilmington, Pa., June 6. 


Summer theatre will be estab- 
lished at Westminster College, 


New Wilmington, Pa., this year for 
the first time. The theatre will 
|operate on a self-supporting basis, 
| producing three plays, under the 
|direction of Donald L. Barbe, act- 
‘ing chairman of the dramatic art 
| department of the college. 

| First production will be “Light 
|Up the Sky,” by Moss Hart, open- 
|ing June 5 for a six-day run. Other 
ishows will be “All My _ Sons,” 
|June 26 to July 1, and “Blithe 
Spirit,” July 10-15. 





Gransville, O., June 6. 
Denison U.’s summer theatre, 
which is starting its fourth con- 
secutive season June 20, is join- 
ing the trend toward production 


} 
| Denison U. Sked 
| 

















Continued from page 57 


directing and Leueen MacGrath 
(Mrs. Kaufman) in the 
part, was presented in New York 
by Peter Cookson, with Beatrice 
Straight (Mrs. Cookson) fea- 
tured lead. The venture was 
financed at $40,000, cost $57,300 
(including $9,300 in bonds and de- 
posits) and is estimated to have 
about $5,000 in assets. 

The plan is to send the play on 
tour in the fall, possibly with Miss 
Straight as lead, perhaps under 
/ Theatre Guild-ATS — sponsorship. 
| There will also be a London pro- 
duction, in association with H. M. 
Tennent & Co. (Hugh Beaumont), 
with Peter Glenville repeating his 
staging assignment. The film rights 
to the drama are not entirely clear. 
All the James works are in public 
domain in the U. S., so presumably 
anyone could make a screen ver- 
sion of the original novel for dis- 
tribution in this country. How- 
ever, 20th-Fox owns the picture 
rights to the novel in England, so 





as 


it’s figured that Cookson and the | 
Studio will ultimately work out a| 
| deal for the complete rights to the | 


| Archibald adaptation. 

| The out-of-town closing 
week was “Miss Liberty,’ which 
expired at the Shubert, Chicago, 
after eight disappointing weeks on 
the road. It had played 306 per- 
formances on Broadway, repaying 
$126,060 of its $200,006 invesimeni 
and earning an additional $15,000 
in operating profits. There are 

wlso assets of around $25,000 in 
bonds and deposits, so the Irving 
Berlin-Robert E. Sherwood musical 

, represents a loss of about $40,000. 


last 


leading | 


(under canvas. The plays will be 


| presented in a new waterproof, 
itireproof tent which will be 
erected on the lower campus in 
; the same area used for theatre 
production in the last three 
seasons. 

Current season will run nine 
weeks, with the following plays 
scheduled: Philip King’s “See 


| How They Run,” June 20-24; Nor- 
man Krasna’s “John Loves Mary,” 


June 27-July 1; Arthur Wing 
Hges “The Magistrate,” July 4- 
\8: Walter Kerr's “Sing Out, Sweet 


Land,” July 11-15: 
and the Man,” July 18-22: 
Fernold’s “The Mask and 
Face,” July 25-29; Samuel 
| wack’s “Two Blind Mice,” Aug. 1- 
(5; Ferenc Moinar’s “The Guards- 
/man,” Aug. 8-12; and Terence Rat- 
brary “The Winslow Boy.” Aug. 
| 15-19. 


Shaw's “Arms 
es 
the 


Spe- 


} 


| Prof. Edward A. Wright is 
|supervising director. Several 
former students, some of whom 
‘have been’ doing professional 


| work, will participate in the pro- 
ductions. 


Skaneateles Bowing 
Syracuse, June 6. 
Skaneateles Summer Theatre 
will open its 12-week season June 
13 with “Born Yesterday.” 
John Connor, who played the 
lead in the Chicago run of the com- 
edy, will have the lead here. 


Enlarged Sea Cliff Bowing 
Sea Cliff, TL. 1., June 6 
With the installation of 200 ad- 
ditional seats, the Sea Cliff sum- 
mer theatre (now 800-seat) will 
begin a 12-week season next Mon- 


|day (12). Initial presentation will 
ibe Vicki Cummings in “The 
|'Play’s The Thing.” Other offer- 


“Finian’s Rainbow,” Eve Arden in 
“Over 21,” Nigel Bruce in “Yes 
M’Lord,” Laraine Day in “Angel 
Street,” Franchot Tone in “The 
Second Man,” and Edward Arnold 
in a play not set. 

Barefoot at Conossa,”’ an 
adaptation of Pirandello’s “Henry 


IV,” by John R. Baxter, is also 
scheduled. There will be no Sun 
day performances given this year. 
in keeping with a newly-passed 
ordinance. With its current seat- 
ing capacity, theatre can gross 


$10,000 weekly. House is operated 





by Thomas G. Radcliffe, Jr 
Allenberry Preps ‘Mama’ 
Boiling Springs, Pa., June 6 
When Allenberry Playhouse 
opens its second summer season 
with “I Remember Mama” June 
22, Arraminta Gully, the first of 
eight Harrisburg Community The- 


atre players to make guest appear- 
ances throughout the season, will 
be seen in the title role. 

Director Richard North Gage, 
who recently ended a four-year 
tenure as director of the Harris- 
burg Community Theatre, has been 
mixing amateur thespians with his 
resident Equity company success- 
fully for the past four seasons. 





Added Sit 
The following summer theatres, 
not previously listed here, will op- 
erate this season. Equity-fran- 
chised spots are designated (E) and 
non-Equity (N). If letter is omit- 
ted, it’s not known whether barn 
will operate under Equity jurisdic- 
tion. This brings the total number 
to 173 so tar. 
CANADA 
Ontario: Niagara Falls 
theatre; Bruce Yorke and 
Sadlier. Opens June 20. 
Ontario: Peterborough 
theatre; Bruce Yorke and 
Sadlier. Opens June 27. 
CONNECTICUT 
Putnam: Lakeside theatre, Rob- 
ert Springer. 


summer 
Michael 


summer 
Michael 


ILLINOIS 
Chicago: Chevy Chase theatre, 
Marshall Migatz. (EF). 
Highland Park: Theatre-in-the- 


Round: Herb Rogers. (E). 

Skokie: North Shore theatre; 
Barry O'Daniel. (E). Opens June 
95 

LOUISIANA 

New Orleans: Poche; Pearson 

Productions, Inc. (E). Opens June 


121 


| Daggett. 


MAINE 
Shapleigh: Lakeshore playhouse; 
Francis G. Wright. (E). 
MASSACHUSETTS 


Cohasset: Playhouse; Brattle 
theatre Co. (E). Opens July 3. 
Westboro: Playhouse; Robert 


iE). 

Worcester: Arena theatre; Alan 
Gray Holmes. (E). Opens June 
20. Runs 10 weeks. (Holmes is 
not operating the Victory theatre, 
Providence, R. I., as previously re- 


ported). 
MICHIGAN 
Kalamazoo: Village Players; Jack 
Ragotzy, 161 W.*74th St., N. Y. 


(N). Opens June 27. 
MINNESOTA 
Minneapolis: Oid Log theatre; 


Don Stolz. 
NEW YORK 

Bayshore: Playhouse; 
Kitchton, 344 E. 48th St., 
(phone: EL 5-0207). (E.) 
July 4. Runs 10 weeks. 
stars. 

Chestertown: Blythewood sum- 
mer theatre; Leon S. Bronesky. 

Pawling: Starlight theatre; Iso- 
bel Rose Jones. Opens June 17. 

Pine Bush: Summer theatre; Sam 
Zerinsky. Opens June 27. ; 

Verbank: Summer theatre; Nor- 
man Robert Ford. Opens June 28. 


George 
MN. oe ©. 
Opens 
Guest 


Wrodstock: Maverick theatre; 
Loft Players. Opens July 6. 
OHIO 


Granville: Denison summer the- 

atre; Edward A. Wright. (N.) 
PENNSYLVANIA 

Irwin: White Barn theatre; Clay 
Flagg and Carl Low. Opens June 
10. 

Trevose: 
Thomas Erskine. 
Runs 10 weeks. 

VIRGINIA 

Abingdon: Barter theatre; Robert 
Porterfield. 

Collingwood - on - the-Potomac: 
Summer theatre; Henry Willian- 
son, Edmund Jordan, Tom McNeill, 
Robert Eckle. (E). Opened May 
30 

MeLean: Summer theatre; To 
Brent. 


Summer theatre, 
Opens June 26. 





John Feeney, ‘Irish tenor, sails 
on the America today (7) for a con 
cert tour of Europe. He'll be back 
in September for a U. S. tour. 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative 
boxofftce estimates for last week 


figures based on VaRIETY’s 
(the Ist week of the season) 


and the corresponding week of last season: 


This Last 
BROADWAY Season Season 
Number of shows current...... eae 23 19 
Total gross for all current shows last week $533,900 $464.300 
Number of new productions so far.... 0 
ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 
Number of current touring shows reported 13 15 


Total road gross reported last week. 


$364,714 $317,400 








Chi Legit Washed Low by Rains; 


‘Oklahoma!’ 18 100, Ear’ $17,500.” 


i hicago, June 6 
lieaviest rains in 20 ji 
washed away legit takes last 
day and Saturday (2-3), to make it 
a disappointing week. “Oklahoma!” 
dropped considerably, but man- 
agement hopes to keep it running 
at least through July 15, and will 
send it out again in the Fall. 
As tor new attractions, 
of the summer looks bleak. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Lend An Ear,” Great Northern 


(lO0th week) (1,500; $4.94). Fairish 
$17.500. 

“Miss Liberty,” Shubert (2d 
week) (2,100; $4.94). Show closed 


its tour here Saturday (3) with weak 
$19.000. 

“Oklahoma!” Erlanger (6th week) 
(1,334; $4.33). Parties and matinee 
trade heiped some; $18.100. 

“Two Blind Mice,” Harris (4th 
week) (1,000; $3.71). Ending first 
month with $13,900. 


‘BRIGADOON’ $25,500 
IN SECOND D.C. WEEK 


Washington, June 6. 

“Brigadoon,” in its second stanza 
at the Gavyety, built considerably 
over its slow start to a solid $25,- 
500. best take in the newly-con- 
verted legit’s brief history. 

Besides being $5.000 over the 
first week’s b.o., the improved take 
leaves a comfortable margin over 
the large nut the musical carries. 
Indications are that the show will 
continue to build in its third and 
final session. Gayety, which is not 
air-conditioned, calls it quits for 
the season at this week’s end. 


Soldier’ $39,000, Frisco; 
Schwartz $2,800 for Two 


San Francisco. June 6. 
“The Chocolate Soldier,” with 
Wilbur Evans and Marion Bell, 
moved into the top brackets at the 
1.775-seat Curran with a_ second 
stanza gross of $39,000. 











scaled to a $4.80 top. 

Maurice Schwartz 
$2.800 
“Riverside Drive” and “Voice of 
Israel,” which he brought into the 
1.550-seat Geary Sunday 
Monday (29). Shows had top of 
$3.60. 


chalked up 

















Guild Season 


Cs Continued from page 57 


ba.” and $200 a week from “Okla- 
homa!’’). 

At the moment, “Like It” 
sents an estimated loss of 
$30.000, “Sheba” another $30,000 
and “Arms and the Girl” about 
$135,000. “Philadelphia Story” in- 
volved a smaller loss for the sea- 
son, as did “Silver Whistle.” But 
there is substantial extra revenue 
due from the film rights to the 
jatter play. 

The Guild's production schedule 
for 1950-51 now includes only twe 
fairly definite items, Christopher 
Fry’s “The Lady’s Not For Burn- 
ing.” to be presented in association 
with Wilson and H..M. Tennent & 
Co. (Hugh Beaumont), and Sam- 
son Raphaelson’s “Hilda Crane,” 
in which a new femme star is be- 
ing sought in place of Margaret 
Sullavan, who recently withdrew 
from the assignment. Other possi- 
bilities are two London imports, 
“Treasure Hunt” and “Adventure 
S ory.” both as co-offerings with 
Wii-on and Tennent. 

The Guild’s road prospects in- 
clude, besides the Lunt and Hep 
burn shows and “Sheba.” 2 revival 

and subscrip- 
ton sponsorship o° “Death of a 
Salesman,” “The Innocents” and 
“The Velvet Glove.” Plus another 
tour of “Oklahoma!,” of 








repre- 
about 


0” “Porgy and Bess” 


scason's 
course, 


Last week | 
this Civie Light Opera production | 
showed a hefty $38,000. House was | 


for> two performances in | 


(28) and | 


Fri- | 


the rest 


|'and Cleopatra,” 


' Myers’ 


| atre. 





‘Kate’ 346, Detroit 


Detroit, June 6. 

“Kiss Me, Kate.” did a fine $34,- 
000 in its second week at the Cass. 
Prospects for its third and 
week look even better. First week 
gross was $31.000. 

Cass probably will close for 
summer atter this 
The Shubert is shuttered. 


the 


final | 


presentation. | 

















4 Strawhats | 
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Circus. Arthur Waxman is assist- 
ant manager. 

When the Cape Playhouse opens 
its 24th season June 26 with Paul- 
ette Goddard in Shaw’s “Caesar 
there will be many 
about the premises. 
Aldrich and 


familiar faces 
Harold L. Wise, of 
Broadway office, 
Cape Cod as general manager of 
both the Dennis and Falmouth 
strawhats. Arthur Sircom starts 
his llth season as stage director 
at Dennis, and his sister, Alice Sir- 
com, returns as press rep. Eu- 
gene Fitsch will again design the 
sets and Hugh Rennie is coming 
back as stage manager. Gretchen 
Long returns as executive secre- 
tary for Aldrich. Roy Somlyo is 
business manager. 
Warren Caro has 
business manager at 
where the opening July 
a repeat of the initial 
fering. Stage direction 
assigned to Alan Schneider, and 
George Horner will do the sets. 
James Awe is again stage manager. 
Down at the elbow of Cape Cod, 
in Chatham, Mary B. Winslow has 
set June 28 for opening of her 
eighth season at the Monomoy the- 
For the 10-week season, 
Monomoy is assembling the larg- 
est resident company in its history. 
At the Cape tip, the Province- 
town Playhouse Co., will start re- 
hearsals June 15 for O'Neill's 
“Anna Christie.” which will be the 
season's opener June 30. Managers 
Virginia Thoms LePeer and Cath- 
arine Huntington. in asseciation 
with Charles Moore, director, plan 
Pirandello's “Right You Are” for 
the second production and Berr: ~d 
Shaw’s rarely-seen comedy, ‘“Mis- 
alliance” for the next. “The Go d- 
en Cuckoo,” a new comedy by 
Irish playwright Denis Johnston, 
also will be included in the nine- 


been named 
Falmouth, 
3 will be 
Dennis of- 
has been 


week season of seven plays. 


non-Equity summer the- 
open in Orleans Town 
Hall. June 27, producing plays in 
theatre-in-the-round style. The 10- 
week run will be under banner of 
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Argo and 
James VanWart, who operated 
Brewster’s Town Hall summer the- 
atre last summer. Argo has been 
assistant head of drama at Howard 


A new 
atre will 


College. Birmingham, Ala. Guest 
directors will be Mrs. Louise W. 
Wallis, director of Mt. Holyoke 
‘Mass.) Laboratory Theatre, who 
was at Brewster last vear, and 
Mrs. Frank Apperly, director of 
the Children's Theatre in Rich- 
mond. Va. New venture will be 
conducted on cooperative, semi- 


S. N. Behrman’s 


professional plan. 
will be the 


“The Second Man” 
opener. 

Newest enterprise for Falmouth, 
June 26 through Sept. 9, is the 
non-Equity Highfield Playhouse 
and Workshop, to be operated by 
Kingsley A. Perry and Richard E. 
S. Maxson, who have taken over 
ihe famed Beebe estates for hotel 
operation as well as theatre. Act- 
company of 25° New England 
college students will be directed 
bv Denis Johnston.* Theodore Kaz- 
anoff of Smith College’s theatre 


ing 


,dept., augmenis staff. 


returns to} 


Current Road Shows 


(June 4-17) 
“Brigadoon”—Gayety, Wash. (5- 
10); Warner, Atlantic City (12-17). 
| “Chocolate Soldier’ — Curran. 
S. F. (5-17). 
| “Death of a Salesman”—Temple, 
Tacoma (5); Mayfair, Portland (6- 
10); Geary, S. F. (13-17). 
| “Getting Married’”—Lydie Men- 
delssohnn, Ann Arbor (12-17). 
“Kiss Me, Kate”’—Cass, Detroit 


(5-10); Stadium, Pittsburgh (12-17). | 


| “Lend An Ear’—Great Northern, 
Chi. (5-17). 

Maurice Schwartz—Lyceum, Min- 
_neapolis (11). 


“Mister Roberts’ — Colonial, 
Bost. (5-17). 

Oklahoma! "—-Erlanger, Chi. (5- 

“Peep Show” — Forrest, Phila. 


* i Pacific’”’ — Philharmonic 
Aud., L. A. (5-17). 
PE a Blind Mice”—Harris, Chi. 
( 7) 





Pacific $54,714 


Los Angeles, June 6. 
Black ink flowed freely in town 
last week as two shows wound up 


well on the profit side and “South 
Pacific’ notched another record 
frame. Finalists were “Icecapades 


of 1950” at Pan Pacific Aud. 
“Light Up the Sky” at Las Palmas. 
Latter house rekindled again last 
night (5) with Fred Stone starring 
in a revival of “You Can’t Take It 
With You.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Icecapades of 1950,” Pan Pa- 
cific Aud. (5th wk) ($3.60; 6.150). 
Final week was eight days, draw- 
ing okay $98,800, to give John H. 
Harris production a boff $440,000 
for the four weeks and four days. 

“Light Up the Sky,” Las Palmas 
(Sth wk) ($3.60; 388). Finaled with 
another near SRO $6,000 to give 
it a total gross of $45,700 for seven 
weeks and four days. Figure rep- 
resents a net profit of about $10.- 
000 on the run. Original produc- 
tion investment was $6.200. 

“Seuth Pacific,” Philharmonic 
Aud. (2d wk) ($4.80; 2.600). Second 
session topped opening stanza with 
freeloaders out of the way, gross 
hitting a smash $54,714. 


RCA-NBC Angel 
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and 














der contract to Decca may be a 
hitch in the setup for the album. 


All other members of the cast will | 


have a clause in their contracts 
giving the management an option 
on their services in making the 
album, at the prevailing 
scale ‘one week's pay for each day 
ot recording). But in the star’s 
case, whoever makes the album 
will have to work out a deal with 
Decca for her release from her 
contract, 

Apparently there’s no definite 
commitment for RCA to make the 
album, but the company will have 
an obvious financial edge ‘besides 
its moral advantage) in bidding for 
the rights, since it stands to get 
35°o of the profits from the deal. 
That would also be true in the case 
of television rights, from which 
the composer and authors would 
get 40° of the proceeds, with the 
balance being credited to the pro- 
duction. 

Although there has been no 
confirmation, “Call Me Madame” is 
understood booked to play the Im- 
perial, N. Y., under the following 
terms: the show to keep 70% of 
the gross to $20,000, 75° of the 
next $16,000 and everything over 
$40,000. The weekly guarantee is 
reportedly $10,000. The production 


is scheduled to go into rehearsal 
in mid-August, open out of town 
in mid-September and arrive on 


Broadway the second week in Oc- 
tober. Paul Lukas will be fea- 
tured as male lead. The choreog- 
rapher and designer aren't set. 

With “Madame” booked into the 
Imperial, “Peter Pan” will pre- 
sumably have to vacate the house. 
if the Jean Arthur-Boris Karloff 
revival is still over its $27,000 stop 
limit by that Lee Shubert 
will have to make some other suit- 
able theatre available at attractive 
terms or else persuade the man- 
agement of “Madame” to take an- 
j other house. 


time, 


In 2d L.A. Week 


Equity | 


| 


' 





Ups ‘n’ Downs in Jumpy B’way Week: 
Blondes’ $47,500, ‘Consul’ $27,000, 


Arena OK, ‘Pacific’ Only Sellout 


Business was erratic on Broad- 
way last week, with receipts for 
some shows spurting as much as 
$5,000, while others registered 
drops of almost as much. Attend- 
ance was generally lively Monday 
night (29'. Memorial Davy eve. and 
excellent tor shows playing holiday 
matinees. As usual, trade tapered 
off the holiday night and was down 
at shows playing the regular Wed- 
nesday (31) or Thursday (1) mati- 
nees. The pace improved Friday 
night (2) and even more Saturday 
{3) There was a closing rush at 
several entries. 

The total gross for 
was 76.16° of 


all 23 shows 
capacity, a rise 
of 5.81% from the previous week. 
Last week's closings were “As 
You Like It,” “I Know My Love” 
and “The Innocents.” Scheduled 
shutterings include “Clutterbuck,” 
Saturday (10); “Streetcar Named 
Desire,” Sunday (11); “Lost in the 
Stars,” July 29, and _ possibly 
others in the meantime. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama) 
CD ‘Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


Other parenthetic figures refer, 
respectively, to top price, nuniber 
of seats and capacity gross. Price 


includes 20° amusement tax, but 
grosses are net: i.e., exclusive of 
tax. 

“As You Like It,” Cort (19th wk) 
{C-$4.80-$6; 1,064; $27,000). Kath- 
arine 
urday night (3) after 
ances, and will tour in the fall; 
previous week about $17,000; final 
week over $22,000. 


“Clutterbuck,” Biltmore (26th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 920: $22,600). Benn 
W. Levy comedy closes Saturday 
night (10), and is announced to tour 
next season; previous week about 
$8.400; last week. over $8,500. 

“Cocktail Party,’ Miller (20th 
wk) ‘CD-$4.80: 940: $21.600). Pre- 
vious week $21,100; last week 


$19,100. 

“Come Back, Liitle Sheba,’”’ Booth 
(16th wk) (D-$4.80; 712; $20,000). 
Previous week $12,700; last week 
$13,400. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
‘(69th wk) (D-$4.80; 914; $23,800). 
Previous week over $14,100; last 
week about $14,200. 

“Detective Story,” Hudson (‘33d 
wk) (D-$4.80; 1,016; $23,675). Pre- 
vious week about $12,000; last week 
almost $12,500. 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 


Ziegfeld (26th wk) ‘(M-$6; 1,628; 
$48,244). Previous week $48,200; ° 
last week had some empty seats at 
the midweek matinee and_ got 
$47.500. 

“Happy Time,” Plymouth (19th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,063; $29,019). Pre- | 


vious week $25,500; last week $23.,- 
' 900. 
“IT Know My Love,” Shubert 


(31st wk) ‘(CD-$4.80; 1,391; $33,000). 


| Alfred Lunt-Lynn Fontanne click 
closed Saturday night (3) after 
247 performances. and will tour 


next season; previous week about 
$12.500: final week about $13.500. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (74th 
wk) (M-$6; 1,645; $46.650). Anne 
Joffreys and Keith Andes now 
playing the 'eads; previous week 
nearly $43,000; last week about 
$42.500. 

“Lost in the Stars,” Music Box 
(31st wk) (M-$5.40; 1,012; $26,600). 
Previous week about $16,000; last 
week about $17,700. 

“Member of the Wedding,” Em- 
pire (22d wk) (D-$4.80:; 1,082; $24,- 


000). Previous week $23,300: last 
week about $22.500. 

“Mister -Roberts.” Alvin (119th 
wk) (CD-$4.80: 1.360; $34,276). Pre- 
vious week almost $25.000; last 
week $25.700. 

“Peter an,” Imperial (6th wk) 
(M-$4.80; 1.400; $34.500). With the 
new schedule of three matinees 
and five evenings, atendance may 


improve slightly, but the capacity 
gross is a bit less; previous week 
nearly $31,200; last week over 
$32.100. 
“South Pacific,” Majestic (60th 
wk) (M-$6; 1,659; $50,186). In- 
variably plays to the standee limit 


ones performance; bettered $50,-| 


600 again. . - 
“Streetcar Named Desire,” City 


Center (2d wk) (D-$2.88-$3; 3,025; | 


$42,000). Closing Sunday night 
(11); previous week $29,800; last 
week, $27,500. 

“Texas, L'il Darlin’,” 
(28th wk) (M-S$6; 


$20,300. 
“The Consul,” Barrymore (12th 
wk) (M-$4.80-$6; 1,066; $28,200). 


Previous week almost $28,000; last | 


week, $27,000. 


“The Innocents,” Playhouse 


Hepburn revival closed Sat- | 
145 perform- | 


Hellinger | 
1,543; $42,000). | 
Previous week $20,900; last week, | 


(17th wk) (D-$4.80; 819; $18.740). 
Closed Saturday night (3) after 141 
performances, and may go on the 


road next season; previous week 
$10,200; final week. 

“Tickets, Please,” Coronet (6th 
wk) (R-$4.80; 998; $26,600). Pre- 
vious week nearly $21.000: last 
week about $20,000. 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 


(85th wk) (M-$6: 1,509: $38,700). 


Previous week topped $30,800; last 
week nearly $31,100. 
“Wisteria Trees,” Mariin Beck 


(10th wk) (D-$4.80-$6: 1.214: $33.- 
000). Previous week $24,000: last 
week, $19,500. 
Stock 
“Show Off,” Arena ‘lst wk) (C- 


$3; 500; $10,600). First bill of this 
theatre-in-the-round stock venture 


opened Wednesday night (31) to 
seven favorable notices ‘Times, 
Herald Tribune, News, Mirror, 
Post, Compass and Journal-Ameri- 


can) and one on-the-fence (World- 
Telegram & Suen); fist five per- 
formances” giossed $5,800, plus 
about $1,700 for two previews: ven- 
ture operates for about $6,500. 
Future Dates 
“Madwoman of Chaillot,” 
14, at City Center; “Peep Show,” 
June 22, at Winter Garden: Festi- 
val Theatre, July 14, at Fulton. 


GRAHAM ADDS LONDON 
TO EUROPEAN TOUR 


Martha Graham will present her 
dance company at the Piccadilly, 
London, for three weeks, starting 
July 17, with David Webster, di- 
rector of Covent Garden, as im- 
presario. 

sritish season will follow 
Graham's appearance at 
Champs Elysees, Paris, under 
nand lLumbroso’s aegis. 
opening will be on June 27, 
troupe flying from America 
16. 


‘Mister Roberts’ $20,400 
In 13th Boston Week 


Boston, June 6. 

“Mister Roberts” continues into 
14th week at Colonial and is ap- 
parently set until July with biz still 
fairly brisk. 

Estimate for Last Week 

“Mister Roberts” (Colonial) (13th 
week) (1.500; $4.20). Spell of un- 
seasonable weather, plus holiday, 
upped gross over previous week, 
winding with nearly $20,400. 

Several cast changes have taken 
place in ‘‘Mister Roberts.” Curtis 
Cooksey has replaced James Ren- 
nie as the Captain, with Don Fel- 
lows taking over the Jackie Cooper 
part as Ensign Pulver, There were 
also 13 other minor cast changes, 
Rennie plans on resting for the 
summer but Cooper will take over 
his same role in the London com- 
pany. 


June 





Miss 
the 
Fer- 
Paris 
with 
June 





Mrs. Head in C harge Of 
Gibbs’ Agency Legit Dept. 


Mrs. Francis Head is now in 
charge of the legit department of 
the John E. Gibbs agency, with 
which she has been associated for 
several vears She succeeds Rob- 
ert Lantz, who went to the Coast 


last week and is reportedly due 
to join the Gale agency on his 
return, 


Mrs. Head has just set Paul Lu- 
kas for his first singing assignment, 
the featured lead opposite Ethel 
Merman in “Call Me Madame,” the 
Irving Berlin-Howard Lindsay-Rus- 
sel Crouse musical to be presented 
by Leland Hayward. 


McLain Upped at UBO 


George McLain, for the last 18 
years auditor of the United Book- 
|ing Office and asst. secretary to 
Marcus Heiman, president, has 
been upped to exec-secretary to 
Heiman. 

He succeeds Therese Elikann, 
who died about a month ago, after 
a long illness. 


‘SALESMAN’ 15G, VANCOUVER 
Vancouver, June 6. 
| “Death of a Salesman,” starring 
Thomas Mitchell, took in a gross 
of almost $15,000 at the Strand 
here last week. ; 
Show is current at the Mayfair, 
Portland, 
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Legit Bits : 


“Death 
and 
trip 


Alan Hewitt leaves the 
of a Salesman” cast June 17 
will take a leisurely motor 
down the Coast to Key West ; 
The Committee of Theatrical Pro- 
ducers and Siudio Alliance have 
worked out an agreement whereby 
Rodgcrs & Hammerstein, Aldrich 


& Mvyers, Leland Hayward, Irene 
Selznick and Gilbert Miller will 
give all their scenic construction 
work to that firm on a reduced 
price basis. The studio figures 


on spacing the contracts to avoid 
unnecessary expense. It also plans 
to approach the craft unions with 
a proposition tor a guarantecd an- 


nual wage at lower than present 
scales George Brandt, who 
only recently settled differences 
with Actors Equity covering pay 
and working. conditions for 
straight shows in his subway clir- 


cuit, threatens to cancel plans tor 
presenting musical shows unless 
Chorus Equity drops demands for 
highcr rehearsal and minimum 
salarics 

Viriually the entire “Peter Pan” 
company cleaned up Saturday (3) 
when Lichts Up won the Peter Pain 
Handicap at Belmont Park, N. Y., 
but producer Peter Lawreneée lost 
$2 by switching his bet to More 
Trouv'e The Assn. ot Theatre 
Benefit Agents has formed a The- 
atre Preview Club, through which 
subscribers may purchase preview 
tickets at a discount, for an annual 


fee of $3. A similar setup was re- 
cently started by Sylvia Siecler, 
president of Show of the Month 
Club Cornelia Otis Skinner re- 
turned this week from the Coast, 
after planing out to receive an 
honorary doctor of literature de- 
sree trom Mills College “The 
Consul” set some sort of Broadway 
record last week by racking up 


more advance sale than its $27,000 
cross for the week. The advance 
now stands at about $80.000. 
Walter Fried announces fall and 
winter productions of Riehard Mai- 
baum’s “Hot Pillow’ and Arthur 
Laurents’ “All the Running” 
John Huntingion has optioned Les- 
ter Cohen’s adaptation of Thosnas 
Wolie’s “The Web and the Rock” 
for tryout at his Spa thea:re, Sara- 
toga Springs, N. Y., and possible 
3roadway presentation — later 
Garson Kanin may adapt and stage 
and Ruth Gordon (Mrs. Kanin) star 


in the Pierre Barillet and Jean- 
Pierre Gredy comedy, “Le Don 
ad’ Adele” (‘Adele’s Gift’), which 


Albert de Courville and Lee Shu- 
bert plan to present Lee Sabin- 
sen announces an early fall produc- 


tion of “A Piece of the Sun,” by 
Samuel and Edith Grafton Stan 
srody is pressagenting the Cole 


sros. circus, opening June 21 at 


Yankee Studium, N. Y With the 
closing last week of “The Inno- 
cents.” producer Peter Cookson 


and actress Beatrice Straight (Mrs. 
Cookson) have gone to Bermuda 
for a 10-cay vacation. Their gen- 
eral manager, Robert Rapport, will 
take a motor trip through Virginia 

Ben Rosenberg, company 
ager of “Miss Liberty,” will 


Chicago Fair. 
Howard and _ Frances 


week scason June 21 with 
Yesterday.” 
mains as 


tita’ Glover 


production 
is designing 
duction of “Faust” 
Bowl next month 
is spending a 
her home in Dallas, her first visit 
in four years. 


Actress-singer Kate Tomlinson 


is continuing in the cast of “Waltz 


for Three” at the Paper Mill play- 
house, despite facial cuts and 
bruises. sustained when she 
stumbled and tell while hurrying 
to catch a train one night last 
week at the Millburn, N.J., station. 
gine “Kiss Me, Kate” is being 
booked tor the Interstate circuit 
in Texas for next winter... 
Actress Anne-Marie Gayer filed a 
petition in bankruptcy in New 
York last week, listing liabilities 
of $1,392 and no assets Hugh 
Williams planed from London over 
the weckend and next Saturday 
(10) will succeed Robert Flemyng 
in “Cocktail Party” ... Robert E. 
McEnroe, whose “Silver Whistle” 
was a hit of the 1948-49 season, 
reveals that he’s “‘not too pleased” 
with the new script on which he’s 
working. Richard Barr. currently 
in Europe, may stage MecEnroe’s 
“Mullingan’s Snug” for Jean Dal- 
rymple. 

Final week’s gross for “Devil's 
Disciple,” at the Royale, N.Y., was 
$17,812 . Gloria Lane, for her 
performance in “The Consul,” and 
Douglas Watson, for his portrayals 
in “That Lady” and ‘Wisteria 
Trees,’ were selected last week as 


winners of the Clarence Derwent | 


awards for best supporting per- 
formances 
- - - Archie Selwyn will present 


man- 
man- 
age the theatre-in-the-round at the 


Graham 
took over operation of the Laguna 
(Cal.) Playhouse and open a nine- 
‘Born 
Barbara Morrison re- 
coordinator 
unit 
set for the James A. Doolitt'e pro- 
in Hollywood 
Valerie Bettis 
week’s vacation at 


of the 1949-50 season. | 


“An Old Kansas Custom,” musical 
comedy with book by Walter 
Samuels and music and lyrics by 
Charles Newman, on Broadway 
next October, after tuneup show- 
i Pasadena, San Francisco 


ings in ( 
and Kansas City. John Raitt will 


have the leading role and Busby 
Berkeley will direct When | 
“Streetcar Named Desire’ closes 


Sunday night (11) at the N. Y. City 


Center, Uta Hagen goes to Paris 
for a vacation, Anthony Quinn 
returns to the Coast for retakes 
on “The Brave Bulls.” George 
Mathews proceeds to London to 
play the ship captain in ‘Mister 
Roberts” and Joria Curtright 


returns to Hollywood for the only 
femme part in the film, “M.” op- 
posite David Wayne... Gian-Carlo 
Menotti is vocationing at Ormond 
Beach, Fla. 

The Herman  Shumlin-Leland 
Hayward production (in association 
with Sir Laurence Olivier) of 
“Daphne Laureola,” is being fi- 
nanced at $55,000, with provision 
for a 10°7 overeall 
party agent Lenore Tobin has gone 
to Virginia to relax on a farm for 
a week or two... Alex Cohen, who 


VI. on beeen 
mcatic 


will be associated with Robert L. 
Joseph next season in the revival 
of “King Lear,” goes to the Coast 


next week for production confabs 


with Louis Calhern, who will star 
in the show. Cohen is currently 
company manager of ‘“‘Gentlemen 
Preter Blondes” Having sur- 


vived as general manager for “The 
Liar’ and gotten back from a flop 
fishing trip upstate, Milton Baren 
is going ahead with his and Ben 
Marden’s joint production ot 
“Musical Comedy Man,” the George 
M. Cohan show ... Ezio Pinza, who 


left the cast of “South Pacifie”’ 
last week. will vacation for a few 
days in Colorado Springs before 
proceeding to Hollywood to start 
working on his Metro contract 
Pressagént William Fie'ds leaves 
next week for a_ short trip in 
advance of the Ringling 3ros.- 
Barnum & Bailey circus. 
Christopher Kane, British actor 
who recently appeared in_ the 
London production of ‘Detective 
Story.” arrived in New York 
vesterday, Tues.) on the Nieuw 
Amsterdam accompanied by his 
wife and daughter . Frank 
Wilson. name-lead of the original 
“Porgy” on Broadway, is directing 
his own play, “The Pot Boils,” 


opening tonight (7) in Harlem for 
the Actors Theatre Michael Hig- 
gins, Who was in the overseas com- 
pany of “Brigadoon,” going out in 
“Devil's Disciple’ on the strawhat 
circuit. 








Map Circuit | 
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sut the operetta and musi- 
angle may take some 
time to work out. At present, 
however, the City Center opera 
troupe already plays engagements 
in Chicago and there are sched- 
uled dates at Constitution Hall, 
Washington The ballet troupe is 
also about to go to London for an 
engagement at Covent Garden, al- 
though that is not part of any con- 
templated regular touring plan. 
The City Center will probably 
produce all its own shows starting 
next fall, instead of booking in 
occasional legits for return runs in 
New York. Last of the later pres- 
entations will probably be ‘‘Mad- 
woman of Chaillot,” whieh will 
close the house for the summer. 
Reopening about Sept. 15, the City 


cult, 
cal comedy 


Center will have eight weeks of 
opera, four weeks, of ballet, two 
weeks of dance ’and, beginning 


Christmas week, six weeks of its 
own legit shows, produced under 
the supervision of Maurice Evans. 

It will then have four or five 
weeks of ballet, seven weeks of 
dance or opera (or a split between 
the two) and end the season with 
another six weeks of legit, again 
using its own productions. It’s 


hoped to keep the house lighted | 


during the summer of 1951, pos- 
sibly with an operetta-musieal com- 
edy series, if a supervising produc- 
er and strong enough properties 
can be obtained. 
Large-Seater Circuit 

With owners of 

auditoriums and picture houses in 


various key cities apparently grow- | 
_ing more desperate for sufficient 


attractions to keep their spots 


lighted, a circuit playing N. Y. City | 
Center productions may be a sav- | 
The Shuberts have) 


ing expedient. 
indicated they are not interested 
in acquiring any theatres of over 
1,500-seat capacity. But houses 
ot 2,000 and more are essential for 
profitable presentation of shows at 
a $3 top (including tax). 


large-capacity | 


United ‘Booking Office apparently 
doesn’t care about such attractions. 


The City Center now has a rep- 
ertoire of about 30 operas and as 
many ballets, plus numerous dance 


programs and a dozen or so 
straight - play productions. Al- 


though the unions might not per- 
mit it to continue on a stock basis 
if it produced shows for a road 
circuit, it could probably still do 
presentations for only a fraction 


| the 


of what commercial managements | 


pay. For instance, it can produce 
and operate a straight play for two 
weeks for $35,000, and prepare and 
run a musical production for three 
weeks for about $75,000. Any such 
setup would be a vital factor in 
supplying attractions for pop-price 
engagements on a circuit. 

Morton Baum, chairman of 
executive committee of the 
Center, had hoped to keep 
house open straight through the 
current summer, but he has thus 
far been unable to get desirable 
bookings. His bids for “Lost in 
the Stars” and “Death of a Sales- 
man” were nixed, but “‘Detective 
Story” is still figured a possibility. 

Bids tor the rights to such prop- 
erties as “Show Boat,” “Of Thee 
I Sing” and ‘‘Porgy and Bess” have 
repeatedly been refused the City 
Center, although they are repeat- 
edly leased to such out-of-town 
spots as the St. Louis Muny Opera, 
the Dallas and Detroit light opera 
setups, etc. The idea in most such 
cases is that those who control the 
properties hope ultimately to re- 
vive them on Broadway. In the 
case of “Of Thee I Sing,” co-author 
George S. Kaufman has said he 
wants to modernize the piece (in 
the meantime, he lets it be pre- 
sented elsewhere). The Theatre 
Guild, which holds an option on 
the “Porgy and Bess” rights, will 
probabiy send the Gershwin piece 
on the road next fall. 


the 
City 
the 





Play on Broadway 








The Show-@if 


David Heilwell Derrick Lynn- 
Thomas presentation of comedy in three 
acts by George Kelly. Assistant producer, 
Catherine Lyon. Staged in arena style by 
Martin Manulis; costumes and lighting, 
Beulah Frankel Stars Lee Tracy, Jane 
Seymoul ieatures Carmen Mathews, 
Frances Waller, Walter Cartwright. Jo 
seph Holland, Archie Smith At the 
Arena, Hotel Edison, N. Y., May 31, SW. 

Mathews 


Carmen 
Jane Seymout 
Frances Waller 
Joseph Holland 
Lee Tracy 
Walier Cartwright 
Archie Smith 
Howard Wendell 
Dudley Sadler 


and 


Clara 

\irs., Fishe 
Amy) 
Frank Hvland 
Aubrey Piper 
Mir, Fisher 
Joe 

Mr. Gill 

Vir. Rogers 





George Kelly’s hit of the ‘20s, 
“The Show - Off,” returned to 
Broadway last week in an 
esting experiment, being presented 
by David Heilweil and Derrick 
Lynn-Thomas in an arena-type pro- 
duction, in which the audience 
surrounds the stage on all sides. 
With Lee Tracy in the title role 
(he was in the original 1924 pro- 
duction, but in a= lesser role), 
“Show Off,” done with just a few 
props, is brilliantly acted and ex- 
cellently directed as the first of a 
series of theatre-in-the-round pres- 
entations in the Hotel Edison ball- 
room. Each play is to be done for 
three weeks. 

Tracy is superbly backed by such 
able performers as Jane Seymour, 
Carmen Mathews, Frances Waller, 
Joseph Llolland and Archie Smith 
in the somewhat dated comedy of 
the blustering, bragging no-good 
who eventually comes’ through. 
Martin Manulis is responsible for 
the fine staging. 

This type of presentation is in- 
teresting theatre, being fortunate 
in having as an opener such a 
splendidly acted and directed play 
as “Show-Off,” but it’s question- 
able if the novelty can hold up for 
long. It’s a type of production that 
is better suited for provincial en- 
tertainment rather than the usual 
jaded tastes of metropolitan New 
Yorkers. Operating nut is around 
$6,500 weekly, with capacity 
$10,600. 

A restaurant adjunct is part of 
the setup, with the hotel’s manage- 
ment in on the whole deal. Patrons 
can dine here before the perform- 
ance and avgid the confusion that 
|is invariably attendant to making a 
|curtain after dinner. And as a 
summer operation, the 


inter- 


abou 











Arena Shows 


Continued from 


13-week cycle. While the public 
might have to be trained to accept 
“subjective realism” of the 
technique, the savings possible 
might make the series a good bet 
for a prestige-minded sponsor, ac- 
cording to McCleery. Cast factor 
might also be the boon of local sta- 
tion dramatic programming. 

This subjective realism, inherent 
in arena staging, is the factor that 
should open up radio scripts for 
TV, the producer said. Since radio 
depends almost entirely on the 
mental images it creates, some ot 
the best radio properties have been 
nixed for TV because producers 
think they cannot get a “TV pic- 
ture” out of them But with the 
emphasis of the new technique on 
the actors and their personalities, 
rather than on sets and the resul- 
tant “picture,” these radio proper- 
ties should be naturals for TV, Mc- 
Cleery said. 

He pointed out that the tech- 
nique requires special-type scripts, 
which show the relationship of one 
person against others. But with 
that, he said, the arena theatre 
“can become a theatre of delicacy 
when necessary or a theatre of vio- 
lence,” depending on the mood 
created by and tor the viewer. 
Since the personality of the actor 


1 -_—— 
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projects so. well in closeup, 
“Cameo” should also prove a good 
opening for blank verse on TV. 


In fact, McCleery said, he plans to 
use some properties being sent him 
by Yal Gielgud of BBC television, 
which deal in blank verse, includ- 
ing some early plays of Christo- 
pher Fry. 








| Radio Comics 


Continued 
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formed CBS exees prior to his re- 
cent departure for Europe that he’d 
be willing to give video a try next 


fall. With the pressure of his 
weekly show and film commit- 
ments, however, Crosby declined 
to work video more than once a 
month. Same goes for Bergen, who 
gave out with his projected TV 


plans this week in N. Y. (See sepa- 


rate story.! Benny, meanwhile, is 
expected to follow the same pat- 
tern and will probably be spon- 
sored on video by Lucky Strike, 


his tadio bankroller, over CBS. 
Cantor, too, has been mentioned 
for TV next fall, either in a new 


| series or a simuleast of his “Take 


| cooperation with 


| inducing added eastern production. | tent. 
Edison | 


Arena serves to keep occupied a! 


ballroom that would otherwise be 


'idle because of the scarcity of ban- | 


quets during the hot months. 
Kahn. 





Tenthouse _ theatre, 


Highland | 
Park, Ill., opened Sunday (2) with | 


“Hay Fever,” with Marian Walters, | 


nell—all 
| there—and 


| Dickie Moore, former child film 


The! star, both new company members. 


Bernard Hughes, Gertrude Kine-| 


| 


in their third season| Mondays and Tuesdavs weekly 
Helen Stenborg and} Hollins; pols Ma 


It or Leave It” quizzer via NBC- 
AM. “Amos ‘'n’ Andy,’ meanwhile, 
will probably be seen on CBS-'1V 
next season, but in a special film 
series featuring an all-Negrvo cast. 
Series will be produced by Free- 


Strawhat Notes 


Yaientine Bean, of Boston, wil] 
direct at the new Theatre-in-the- 


Round in Worcester, which opens 


June 20... Betty Winsett, just of 
the Sid Caesar TV show, joined the 
Westboro, Mass., Red Barn in time 
for its musical, “You Never Know” 


|... Edna Preston, Elsie Burch and 


man Gosden and Charles Correll, | 


radio's “Amos ‘n’ Andy.’ who are 
now finishing casting for the vid- 
pix. 























O'Dwyer Burn 

Continued from page Lees) 
cal trappings, speaks directly to 
the audience to tell that the film 


daes not describe any specific city 
in the U. S. 

It is expected that the statement 
will take New York off the spot 
although most of the scenes were 
shot in and around Bellevue hos- 
pital, municipally operated insti- 
tute. O’Dwyer’s resentment 
stemmed from sequences which 
depicted cops and nurses stealing 
narcotics from the hospital and 
then selling them elsewhere. While 
U did not identify the hospital or 
city, the mavor feared the film 
would still give the public a low, 
impression of New York. 

As a result of U's offer to meet 
the mayor's objections, hizzoner 
has already taken steps to lift a 
ban which he had imposed on city 
Hollywood film- 
making. It's understood a letter 
has been sent to major companies | 
as well as city departments advis- | 
ing them to go all out again in 
streamlining redtape as a way of | 





Patchwork In | 
Lynchburg. Va., June 6. 
Patchwork Plavers. of 
Francis Ballard is 
start the summer 
at Hollins 
Roanoke, with the presentation of 
“The Curtain Rises.” Patchwork, 
a theatre workshop, training 
school and civic project, plays 


Virginia 


director, will} 


Wednesdays at Jefferson 
High School, Roanoke, and Thurs- 
days in the public parks. 





Kirk Brown are additions to the 
Worcester Playhouse Billy 
Matthews and Dick Harrity have 
postponed the opening ot their 
new Hyde Park, N. Y., theatre un- 
til next year... No company will 
operate this summer at the Boyls- 
ton, Mass., Town House: 

Prices being asked by = film 
names: Franchot Tone, $4,000; 
Laraine Day, $3,000; Melvyn Doug- 
las, $2,500, and Shelley Winters, 
$2,000 ... Paul Marlin, Mary Del 
Roberts and Michael Egan have 
joined the Lakeside theatre near 
Putnam, Conn. Casino Carou- 
sel, Bar Harbor, Me., will be one 
of the rare arena theatres with a 
balcony ... Comedian Iggie Wolf- 
ington will divide the summer be- 
tween the Falmouth, Mass., tent 
musicals and the Westboro, Mass., 
Red Barn. 

Lakewood, Me., theatre, cele- 
brating its 50th anniversary this 
season, and bowing Monday. (3), is 
delaying its anni celebration until 
sometime in July. It will then 
have a special play, guest star and 
an all-out celebration. 

Richard Briggs has been appoint- 
ed business manager, Harry Gresh- 
am stage manager and Anne War- 
ren publicist for the inaugural sca- 
son of the Grist Mill playhouse, 
Andover, N. J. Phillip Field 
will handle the settings tor the 
productions at the Starlight thea- 
tre, Pawling, N. Y. Theatre opens 
its season June 27 with “Harvey.” 

Fred Stewart will direct and 
John Matus will head the scenic 
department for the Dutchess Play- 
ers at the Cecilwood theatre, Fish- 
kill, N. Y. House will revert to 
its regular film policy Sundays and 
Mondays A resident company 
of 10 Equity performers in addi- 
tion to apprentices will be eme 
ployed by the Lakeshore playhouse, 
Snapleigh, Me., which begins its 
season June 26. 

Sam Wren will direct at the The- 
atre-byv-the-Sea, Matunuck, R. I. 
His wife, Virginia Sale, sister of 
Chie Sale, will appear in the resi- 


dent company, along with their 
daughter Ginny Wren John 


Kennedy will produce at St. Louis 
Municipal Opera Assn., with an as- 
sist from Watson Barratt, art di- 
rector and associate producer. Ed- 
win McArthur will serve mu- 
sic director and Donald Burr as 
Stage director. 

Jack Bostwick will direct the 10- 
week seison at the Dixfield (Me.) 
summer theatre, which opens June 
26 with “John Loves Mary.” Jean 
Robinson will serve as stage man- 
ager and Bob Davis as set designer. 
Included among the resident Equity 
company are Lillian Barringer, Sue 
Fuller, Gray Standing and Lee 
Sanders ... Dorothy M. Crane re- 
turns as director of the Mountain 
Park Casino, Holvoke, Mass., 
which opens its ninth season June 
19, Gerald Freedman will be 
scenic designer and William Dodds 
and Edward C. Purrington are re- 
turning as stage managers ... 
Charles F. Coghlan and Gene P. 
Otto, co-producers at the Gretna 
(Pa.) Playhouse, begin operating 
Thursday (8), with Coghlan again 
handling the direction. 


as 








Web’s Demand 








—as Continued from page | = 
ganized group thereof, or which 
might tend to reflect unfavorably 


on the network, sponsors or their 
advertising agencies, or injure the 
success of the programs, the net- 
work shall have the right to termi- 
nate this agreement upon notice to 
artist at any time prior to the exe 
piration of 30 days after after the 
date on which the network acquires 
knowledge thereof.” 

Particularly referring “ine 
sult or offend” phrase, the scribes 
ask, “when don’t we offend some 
group in the country?” RWG feels 
that it’s proper for the chains te 
have complete control under the 
union contract over program con- 
However, it believes that if 
it permits the morals clause to go 
through, members’ personal lives 


+i, 
tu 


|} and union and political activities 
which! would be left to the webs’ mercies. 


Insertion of the morals clause 


I season June 26) was first put into writers’ pacts by 
College Little Theatre,| CBS, but may spread to other nets. 





Reginald Armour, Republic's Fat 
Fastern-Australia rep, has been 
previewing the Rep product fof 
showmen in all major Aussie keys. 
Pix now ‘go through the 20th-Fox 
setup, 
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Esquire No Like Look Bldg. 


488 Madison avenue, New York, 
are burning over the edifice’s de- 
signation on May 18 as the Look 
Building. The _ office 
opposite CBS’ Gotham headquar- 
ters, not only houses a number of 


structure, | 


- 


that they made good was the Marx 
Number of publishing tenants of *@m™ily! 


} 
| 


advertising agencies, but also Es- | 


quire, Inc. (including Coronet and 
Apparel Arts), 
tions (including Seventeen) 
Pocket Books. 

Esquire has told its attorney, 
Harold Medina ot Cravath, Swain 
und Moore, to take steps to get an 
injunction against the _ builders, 
Uris Bros., changing the name to 
iook Building. The Smart Bros. 
outfit stresses that its 10-year-lease 
for $1,560,000) is “for the premises 
known as 488 Madison ave.” and 
not for the Look Building, and that 
it sank a lot of coin in fixing up 
its 40.000 square feet of floor space. 


and 


Life Into Book Biz 

Life Mag is going into the book 
publishing business for the first 
time, subscribers were informed 
this week, by bringing out a 352- 
page history of World War II. 
Divided into 12 major sections, the 
tome will contain more than 75,000 
words of text and 64 pages of full- 
color photographs. 

Direct mail brochure to sub- 
scribers described the venture as 
a “secret editorial project which 
‘until very recently) was known 
only to a handful of men in our 
organization.” Those on the sub- 
scription list are privileged to buy 
a pre-publication copy at $7.95. 
Regular tap is $10. Actual publica- 
tion date hasn’t been set. 


Harper Prize Novel 

Harper $10,000 prize novel con- 
test for 1951, a biennial competi- 
tion held since 1922, got underway 
this week. It’s designed, says the 
publisher, to give recognition to 
outstanding works of fiction as 
well as encouraging new authors. 
ontest closes June 1, 1951. 
Judges are A. B. Guthrie, Jr., 
author of “The Big Sky” and “The 
Way West”; 
‘Times book critic, and Bernard De 
Voto, critic and novelist. 
of the prize novel receives $2,000 
outright from Harper, plus $8,000 
4S a minimum guarantee of royal- 
ties to be paid six months after 
publication, 


Scully Rides Saucer Herd Hard 


Writer | 


Orville Prescott, N-Y. | 


Claiming something of a record, | 


at least for a VARIETY mugg, Frank 
Scully completed “Behind The 
Fiving Saucers” tor Henry Holt & 


Triangle Publica- | 


The many dramatic moments in 
the life of the Marxes (which 


, were plenty) is just sandwiched in 


between laughs. 
characters in 


There are terrific 
this book, Janie 
O’Reiley, Uncle Julius, Papa 
“Frenchie,” Aunt Hannah, Cousin 
Lou and of course the grand and 
glorious stage-struck mama Marx, 
better Known as Minnie Palmer! 
We have had pic stories of Jol- 
son, the Dolly Sisters, Joe Howard, 
Cole Porter, Norworth & Beves 
aod many others. A pie biog of 
the Marx Bros., with Billie Burke 
plaving the Jart of the moth 
Minnie Palmer, and the Marx 
Pros. playing themselves is a 
natural. It’s all fun. You li 
chuckle, you'll laugh = reading 
about these goofy guys; it’s like 
seeing them on the stage and 
screen. 
Monkeys 


‘ 


are not the cravies 
people ‘salute to the late iew 
Lehr)—it’s the Marx Bros.—and 
their family! Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Headliners to Shore Again 


After skipping a year, news- 
papermen from all sections will 
come back to Atlantic City this 


weekend (9-10) to attend the 17th 
annual National Headliners which 
has been combined with the 
National Press Photographers Con- 
vention. 

Seventeen -awards for outstand- 
ing journalism, news photographs 
and news broadcasts will be pre 
sented. Headliners opens with af- 
fair at Haddon Hall, Friday (9), 
with awards to be made at noon 
Saturday (10) in Ozone room of 
Hotel Dennis. 

City is picking up the approxi- 
mate $5,500 tab for the outing, 
which is this year being run with 
Adrian Phillips, local hotelman 
and a member for many years of 
Headliners committees, as cha: 
man. MaW W. Dodson, head of cit, 
publicity, is acting as secretary. 

Resort press club is not identi- 
fied with the affair, but a number 
of local writers who have been on 
the committee in other years have 
been invited*to serve as hosts. 


CHATTER 
Fddie Cantor’s article, “Living 
and Loving It,” due in the July is- 
sue of Esquire. 


Gelett Burgess is moving this 


{Summer to Carmel, Cal., to live 
there permanently. 
Saul David. former program 


ian associate 


Co. in 52 days. The manuscript ran | 


to 72,000 words. 

Whether it was dispatched to 
New York by airmail or flying 
saucer Scully refused to say. 


director of WRZE, York, Pa., now 
editor of Bantam 
Books. 

Stephen Longstreet’s novel, “The 


| Pedlocks: A Family,” will be pub- 


He | 


hopes, however, that a peace treaty | 


can be signed between the Pen- 
tagonians (as he calls the Air Force 


scoffers of flying saucers) and the) 


Saucerians before his book is ready 
for release. Holt plans publication 
by late summer. 


People ‘1oday’s Trial Run 

_ Publishers of Newsweek maga- 
zines yesterday (Tues.) started ‘a 
“trial run sale” of the new 10c., 
pocket-sized bi-weekly magazine, 
titled People Today, in 20 cities. 
ae triah run will continue until 
fall. 

Magazine will be published at 
the McCall Corp. plant in Dayton, 
and contains articles, features and 
pictures of personalities in the 
news, 


‘Marx Bros.—A Fun Biog 
Kyle Crichton’s typewriter must 
have laughed while he was writ- 
ing the life story of “The Marx 
Brothers” (Doubleday; $3). It’s a 
story of a family that disliked 
show biz and made good because 
their mother was stage struck! 
The nearest thing to “You Can’t 

Take It With You” in real life! 
Crichton has sprinkled the book 
With little white lies. like the boys 
playing Keith’s Memorial Theatre 


in .Boston, which wasn’t built 
when they were trying to get a 
half-Nelson on show biz. He even 


torgot to mention that it was Nor- 
man Friedenwald who handled the 
Three Marx Bros., in “Fun in High 
School” back i 1911, but that is 
Just petty stuff that an old vaude- 
Villian remembers, and is_ just 
showing off. Put in this book 
Kyle made a fabulous stage family 
come to life. You romp through 
show biz with them through can- 
cellations and strandings, but you 
never feel sorry for them, because 
they never were sorry for them- 
selves. You see them become a 
hit on Broadway. in vaudeville and 
musical comedy, but you don’t yell 
hooray; you just take it 
#eanted; you feel it was coming to 
them. 


for | 


| could 


lished in autumn by Simon and 
Shuster. 

Danny Kave profiled in the 
June 10 Satevepost by Joe Alex 


Morris as “The World’s Highest- 
Paid Buffoon.” 
Editorial rooms of the L. A. Mir- 


ror were taken over for one night 


by a 20th-Fox troupe shooting 


| "Call Me Mister.” 


Will Harrison, editor-in-chief of 


ithe Santa Fe Daily New Mexican, 


will function as technical adviser 
on Paramount's “Ace in the Hole.” 

Marion Spitzer’s new novel, “I 
Took It Lying Down,” will be pub- 
lished by Random Heuse and seri- 
alized in the Ladies’ Home 


| Journal. 


William B. Hartley, formerly edi- 
tor of Mudern Screen, named ex- 
ecutive editor of Redbook replac- 


ing George Scullin who resigned 


to resume freelance writing. 
Post Stories 1949, a collection of 


| 20 short stories selected by Satur- 


day Evening Post editors as the 
best fiction appearing in the Post 
during 1949, is now off the presses. 

New Book, “Underscore,” deal- 
ing with the preparation and re- 
cording of music for motion pic- 
tures, is being published by Frank 
Skinner, composer and musical di- 
rector at  Universal-International 
for 14 vears. 

Theatre Guild is making a pitch 
to its subscribers to 
scribers to Theatre Arts Magazine, 
described in letters to its members 
as “the only real theatrical maga- 
zine in the country.” They are of- 
“group subscription” rates 
of $3.75 per year. 


AFA Meet | 
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a wholly iegitimate and economi- 
cally justifiable means of spread- 
ing shopping information among 
buyers. And I am quite sure ve 
make it considerably muve 


effective than it is now.” 


Radio Success Stories 
J. S. Stolzoff, vice-president of 


The only ones surprised the C:amer-Krasselt Co., of Mil- 


become sub-. 


waukee, declared: “The biggest ra- 
die success stories are still to be | 
He based that prediction | 


written.” 
on a survey showing the tremea- 
dous selling job radio can do in a 
“Muntz” type operation of “Pick 
up your phone and call for a free 
‘home demonstration.” That type of 
radio campaign, particularly by de- 
partment stores with outside sell- 
ing organizations which would dem- 
onstrate the product, will be im- 
mensely successful, Stolzoff said. 


“Radio statiot. operators, adver- 
tisers and agencies who have got- 
ien inio the field of using radio 
vs a direct selling force, producing 
immediate leads or immediate 
sales, have a most optimistic atti- 


tude about the direction in which 
radio is headed. That group, and 
I must confess that I am among 
them, feel that radio, generally, 
but most certainly daytime radio, 
specifically, can and will move 


abead during the next five-year pe- 
riod-—-move ahead in volume, in 
sales results and in the number 
of advertisers.” 

Clarence Hatch, Jr., 
vice-president of D. P. Brother & 
Co., deciared that “There is just 
no uniform standard or quality in 
the projection of film comme:cials 
in television.” He urged that ad- 
vertisers and agency men take a 
“crusading attitude” to correct the 
evil. ““‘We can refuse to be satisfied 
with the poor job of transmission,” 
Hatch said. 

“We can keep needling and nee- 
dling the stations that are doing 
a poor job. We can choose to buy 
time only on stations which do a 
good job. That will put real pres- 
sure on the guilty stations.” 

Hatch stressed the importance of 
getting the best possible transmis- 
sion of film commercials because 
they will “become more and more 
important” to advertisers. He 
warned agencies to steer prospec- 
tive advertisers to types of pro- 
grams that will attract the kind 
,of TV audience who will be. poten- 
tial buyers of the product. “And, 
of course,” he added, “the show 
must be compatible with the prod- 
uct itself.” 











WOR 


Continued from page 23 











cence heated 
etc.” Station prexy Theodore C. 
Streibert will also try to get other 
broadcasters to launch similar cam- 
paigns, 

Influencing WOR to incept the 
project is the interest that national 
advertisers are continuing to show 
in the medium, with Chrysler, Gen- 
eral Mills, Wrigley and Toni spend- 
ing money for summer shows, 
when tne general trend is to pull 
out during the warm weather. 

WOR, which also has a video 
adjunct, will stress the line that 
AM is being sold short by C. E. 
Hooper and some _ other  nose- 
counters who “overestimate the 
tele audience.” It aiso will point 
up AM’s potency vis-a-vis printed 
media through figures claiming 
WOR’s audience is greater than 
the combined audiences of Life, 
Time, Look. Satevepost, Newsweek 
and Collier's. 

On-the-air plugs for the “radio's 
still in there pitching” drive will 
include station breaks and an in- 
terview with Streibert on the 
Martha Deane program. 
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Gerber Products Co. flack; Esther 
Latzke, Armour’s director of. con- 
sumer service, and Paul S. Willis, 
Grocery Manufacturers of America, 

New district chairman for the 
next two years were selected at a 
Sunday morning concluding stint. 
They were Doris Corwith, WNBC, 
2nd district; Alice Brewer White, 
WTAR, 4th disirici; Eiizabeth Al- 
ford. KRMD, 6th district; Doris 
Murphy, KMA, 10th district; Ethel 
Jane King, KFH, 12th district, and 
Evadna Hammersley, KOA, 14th 
district. Representatives from the 
8th and 16th districts will be se- 
lected later since nominees for 
those posts were withdrawn when 
their stations, being o. and o., 
CBS, left NAB. 

Convention date and place for 
next year, along with the members 
of the executive committee, also 
will be named later. 

Eleanor Hanson, WHK, was the 
convention chairman, assisted by 
Mildred Funnell, and Gloria 
Brown, both of WTAM, Esther 
Mullin, WGAR, and Jane Stevens, 
, WIW. 
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Hollywood, June 6. 


Maybe name-hanging instead of name-dropping would get that pres- 
tige back. Maybe just saying “This industry under new management” 
would bring them back alive. But as long as people who dread sleeping 
sickness look on boxoffices as tsetse flies, it’s going to be as hard to 
bring them back with slogans like “motion pictures are better than 
ever” as it would be to convince them that “trypanosems is better this 
summer than ever.” 3 


In one week Hollywood turned out three pictures which if they didn’t 
have to carry the dead weight of back numbers might well lift the 
whole industry into a better-grossing world. It took courage to make 
them. It takes courage to praise them. 

Well, it does for me, because I am still under ceilings and am allowed 
to praise only three pictures a year. I praise four and am practically 
a literary Vivian Kellems defying the law. Besides, Hollywood holds 
an ill-disguised contempt for its friends, so I couldn't expect support 
from there if I were subpoenaed for reviving the scofflaws. -Neverthe- 
less, I'm reviving them, even if I have to go underground and issue 
communiques on the run. As one of the pictures is called “The Law- 
less” this might get me clinked for double defiance. 

I Remember Grandma 


The three good pictures weren’t all serious. In fact one, “Louisa.” 
was a bit of fluff involving two old crocks who pitched woo at a grand- 
mother. It was sold a novel way, too. UI opened Carthay Circle, the 
Forest Lawn of the Fox West Coast theatres, and instead of inviting a 
critic “and one,” told the front-runners to bring the whole family, 
and as an added allure announced “popcorn and candy fr@e.” 

Now, to many exhibs this was a more subversive appeal than giving 
away TV sets. But it did what UI hoped it would do. It brought out 
the family. 

The joint was packed. It was jumping. Stars packed their pockets 
with candy bars for absentees, and though it was a comedy about old 
love, the kids who were present in vast numbers howled their delight 
as Edmund Gwenn and Charles Coburn made a play for ‘Spring Bying- 
ton who, as Lolly, used to say of Marion, never looked lovelier. 

Ronald Reagan played the father of teen-age kids, and about time. 
He was good, too. Ruth Hussey played his wife. She took her mother- 
in-law problem with such gracious charity that my mind almost left 
the plot to stay with her instead of the eternal spring. 

I happen to have an 80-year-old mother-in-law with charms equal to 
Spring Byington’s, and with more talents. Okay, can Miss Byington 
write equally well in Norwegian, English, French and German? Can 
she paint better now than she could in her ’20s? Would she be equally 
at home on a constellation or a tramp steamer? See what I mean? 


My only regret was that the grandmother to our fleas from heaven 
was in faraway Norway, instead of at the Carthay Circle, so that her 
laughter could have mellowed the otherwise raucous outbursts of the 
junior members of the Scully Circus. 

The Clifton Webb Of the Airways 

Within a month one of those junior members will be in Norway tell- 
ing her about it in person. That will be the skipper. Nineteen, a col- 
lege sophomore between cold wars, he will wrap in mothballs his 
R. O. T. C.. his Air National Guard, and his California State Guard 
uniforms to hitchhike his way to see grandma. 

And how will he go? By acting as baby-sitter to a young mother 
who has one child of two months and another of 18 months and must 
fly home to her husband at Oxford. From Oxford to Oslo is not a big 
hike for ‘a thumb trained in international relations. 

He will be able to tell the Scandinavians that Hollywood has re- 
formed. He can tell them to forget all the bilge of the past and wait 
for pictures’ like “The Men,” “The Next Voice You Hear,” “The Law- 
less’ and “Louisa.” 

if they say “No more westerns or gangster pictures, please,” -he will 
be able to tell them that these are not westerns or killers. If the fact 
that Pine and Thomas produced “The Lawless” can be concealed until 
people have seen the picture, the thing will not be prejudged. He can 
stress instead that it was directed by Joe Losey, the guy who directed 
“The Boy With the Green Hair’—before the front office loused up 
that one bevond all meaning. Joe was raised among Norwegians in 
Wisconsin and a Jot of their civilization has obviously rubbed off on him. 

In England It’s.““The Dividing Line” 

This “Lawless” is a message picture, too. It drips with human 
prejudices and even more with human compassion. It’s a sleeper which 
might well wake up the entire industry. It has a new star—a previous 
unknown, a Mexican boy named Lalo Rios. 

It shows the conflict between young Americans with too much money 
and too little discipline and young Mexicans with too little money and 
too little play. Some of the American adults are stinkers, some are the 
salt of the earth. Some of the cops are goons in uniform, some are an 
enforcement. 

That's the kind of picture it is. Nothing is quite black and white, 
except the print. The love-scenes between Macdonald Carey and Gail 
Russell are as tender and as restrained as between a medieval knight 
and his lady. The schmooing closeup for a finish has been shelved. 


Newspapermen, from old Park Row down to Sleepy Hollow, will love 
the way the fourth estate has been handled. In fact, in many ways it’s a 
newspaper story more than it is a study in racial discrimination. On 
tight budgets, which tend toward the remake complex, how does a pic- 
ture like this ever get started? Well, it was an original by Geoffrey 
Homes. who then was assigned to do the screen play. 

But it might never have gotten released in anything like its present 
form if Pine and Thomas on one, side and the top Par execs on the 
other didn’t get arguing about money half way through the produc- 
tion. There was an item .of $200,000 which the parties of the first and 
second parts argued back and forth for weeks. By the time they 
reached a settlement the picture was completed. It was too late then 
to improve it with the blighting hand of caution. 

The picture reminded me of many examples of ill-placed hate. In 
that same San Joacquin Valley, where “The Lawless’ was made, lives 
one of the highest decorated vets of the last war. But he wasn't a 
Yankee. nor a Mexican. He was an Armenian. In one town in that 
valley Armenians are poison. The Legion won't take them in, service 
clubs give them the brush. 

The Guy Who Killed the Japs 

This hero had a small wine and beer biz. It did all right ‘til the Japs 
were released from bondage. They too had to live on the wrong side 
of the tracks. They became neighbors of the hero. From then on the 
hero was no longer pointed out with pride as the guy who killed all 
the Japs but fingered as the guy who killed all the Japs. His business 
dwindled. He had to give it up. The Aryans suggested that he change 
his name. move to another town. Maybe elsewhere even the Elks 
would take him in. I’m going to do his story some day. Maybe some 
producer will be brave enough to come in after I've established a beach 
head. ; 

If it could be proved to the Dixiecrats that certain sections of this 
country are more bigoted against more kinds of people than Southerners 
are against Negroes, maybe they'd go along with FEPC, anti-lynching 
laws and the abolition of poll taxes—an unholy trinity that makes it 
hard for a Martian to distinguish between one half of this world and 
, the other, 
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Broadway 


Soprano-actress Rosamond, 
Vance recitals tonight (Wed.) at} 
Studio Club. 

Leslie Caron, French ballet danc- 
er, just inked to a seven-year pact 
by Metro, due here this week from | 
Paris. 

A 20th anniversary mass for the | 


| 


late Joe Schenck (Van &) being | 
sung at St. Malachy’s Church | 
June 27. 


Morris Lev resigned as ad-pub 
director at the Rialto theatre to 
join World of Mirth carnival show 
in a similar capacity. 

Leo Cohen, foreign film distrib- 
utor, planes to Europe June 10 on 
a three-month junket’ through 
some six countries. 

Leslie Banks, British 0 
appeared in “Lost in the Stars, 
sails for England today (Wed.) on 
the America. Guy Spaull replaced 
him. 

Myron Siegel, of the Cinema 
circuit, tapped as chairman of the 
N.Y. special events committee for 
the current Independence Bond 
Drive. 

Lynn Fontanne was awarded thie 
honorary degree of doctor of let- 
ters at Russell Sage College’s 33rd 


actor who 


commencement at Troy, N. Y., 
Monday (5). 
United Cerebral Palsy Assn’s. 


current $5,000.000 campaign winds 
up Saturday (10) with a three-hour 
all-star TV show spearheaded bys 
Milton Berle. 

Joel Preston has resigned as 
New York representative of the 
Henry Rogers-Warren Cowan Hol- 
lywood publicity firm and tenta- 
tively plans to go it alone. 

“Ted Lewis Day” celebrated yes- 


terday (Tues.) at Circleville, O., 
maestro’s birthplace, where he 
maintains the Ted Lewis Recrea- 


tional Centre. 

Nathan Straus, prez of WMCA, 
named chairman of the 17th 
annual “Night of Stars,” United 
Jewish Appeal show, slated to be 
held at Madison Square Garden 
Nov. 20. 

Ray Lev, American pianist, left 
New York yesterday (Tues.) for a 
concert tour in Israel, to be fol- 
lowed by appearances in England, 
France and Holland. She'll return 
in October. 

Phil Reisman, RKO foreign chief, 
back from a short European junket. 

Jean Holt (Mrs. Robert Benja- 
min), former Life mag_ staffer, 
planed to London for a month's 
visit with her parents. 

Pete Smith, Metro shorts pro- 
ducer, handed an award yesterday 
(Tues.) from Secretary of Labor 
Maurice Tobin in Washington for 
“Wrong Way Butch,” Smith’s new 
briefie on industrial safety. 

Valentina Cortese, Italian film 
actress under contract to 20th-Fox, 
left for the Coast over the week- 
end following her arrival Saturday 
(3) on the Mauretania. She re- 
ports to the studio for her next as- 
signment. 

Douglas Shearer, Metro record- 
ing supervisor, pulled into New 
York this week to check equip- 
ment in Loew’s circuit 
along with Al Inman, studio tech- 
nician, who has been on the job 
for the past three weeks. 

D. J. Goodlatte, managing direc- 
tor of Associated British Cinemas, 
Ltd., actor Alfred Drake, actress 


Helen Menken, opera singer Re- | 
gina Resnik and British thesper | 


Ernest Thesiger off to England yes- 
terday (Tues.) on the Mauretania. 
Ambrose Brogi, maitre d’ at the 


Waldolf-Astoria’s Wedgwood Room | 


and Starlight Roof since 1932, last 
week retired at the age of 71 with 
the shuttering for the season of 
the Wedgwood Room. Taking his 
place two days later at the open- 
ing of the Roof was Nino Bonaudi. 


Paris 


By Maxime -de Beix 
(33 blvd. Montparnasse ) 

Paris lit up every weekend for 
the tourists. 

Janey Hamilton chanteusing at 
Honey Johnson’s. 

Mary Meade to Egypt for three 
weeks engagement. 

Jacques Daroy shooting a Geva- 
color film in Marseille. 

Carrie Finnel at the Lido 
getting patrons into hysterics. 

Ruth Draper in a one woman 
show at the Theatre De L’Oevre. 

M. Heinrich shooting a Gallic 


and 


cater satire on the outskirts of 
Paris. 
Antonio and Billie Canzino in 


Paris and booked for Le Touquet 
Casino. 

The Jack Tuttles in Paris before 
he goes to Riviera to look at Jack 
Warner's house. 

Danielle Darrieux to Rome for a 
pic on the life of Teselli with Duilo 
Coletti megging. 

Ben Barzman back from Israel 
after look-see at possibilities for 
turning out a pic. 

Odette Joyeux into “Sur Le 


| seilles 


houses 


| Troittoir D’En Face” with Philipe | 


Agostini megging. 

Rambert Ballet over from Lon- 
don for two-week stint at Sarah 
Bernhardt theatre. 

Andre Hunabelle off to Mar- 
for exteriors on his pic 
‘‘Mefiez-Vous Des Blondes.” 

Vanya and Alvarez to Rome be- 


'fore playing their third return en- 


gagement on French Riviera. 
George Raft signing moppet 
Enzo Staiola of “Bicycle Thief” for 
his pic “I’ll Get You For This.” 
Kirsten Flagstad and Max 
Lorenz at the Paris Opera in Wag- 
ner’s “Die Gotterdammerung.”’ 


| Ona Munson, of “Gone With 
Wind” cast, living in a left bank 


hotel with painter husband Eugene 


Berman 

The Abel Greens feted at a 
cocktail party given by Borral 
Minevitch which was attended by 


American colony and local celebs 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Jan Garber into Prom Ballroom 
for one-nighter. 

Jimmy Carroll into Hotel Radis- 
son Flame Room with Jimmy Ellyn 
orch. 

Herbert Gahagan off to West- 
port, Conn., to do scenic design for 
Country Playhouse there. 

“Roller Follies” engagement in 
Twin Cities next October to be 
sponsored by St. Paul Junior 
League. 

Club Carnival to continue floor 
shows with Dorothy Donegan, 
Charley Chaney and Dorothy Dor- 
ben Dancers holding over. 

Christy Obrecht not to tour his 
repertory company this summer 
for first time in 40 years because 
of inability to replace equipment, 
destroyed by fire at Rochester, 
Minn., in time. 

Chicago 

Denise Darcel will do personal 
at Chicago theatre starting June 9. 

Marilleta Dutton appointed flack 
for Herb Rodgers’ Tenthouse the- 
atre. 

Jim Keefe beat 


hired the 


to 
drums for Barrie O’Daniel’s light 
opera season. 
Dick Williams, former press 
agent for “Diamond Lil,” joins 


Chicago Lake Front Fair as special 
exploitation man. 

Mrs. Byron Bentley joins her 
husband, who has taken over flack 


duties on “Two Blind Mice” from 
Bill Doll, who is doing ANTA 
cross-country tour. 





Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 

Sylvan Theatre to tour Scotland 
villages with miniature panto and 
ballet. 

The Sing Vikings, a Norwegian 
, choir ef 50 male voices, set for 
Dumfries. 

Benny Lee, Glasgow-born radio 
| singer, represented Great Britain 
|in nine-nation broadcast from Co- 
| penhagen. 
| Jimmy Wallace in to The Thea- 
| tre, Perth, as comic for strawhat 
|season. Perth Repertory players 
| off on Scottish tour. 
| Eileen Herlie to Edinburgh and 
|Clasgow in stage version of Pin- 
)ero’s “Second Mrs. Tanqueray.” 
| Marie Ney and Ronald Ward also 
|-Star. 


Ireland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
Donald Wolfit doing season of 
Classical plays in Belfast and Dub- 
| lin. 

Thesper William O’Brien bows 
out of Radio Eireann - Repertory 
Co.; leaving for U. S. next month. 

Dublin Group Theatre, new set- 
up; is readying for fall season. 
| Alex Andrews, Lyric Theatre Co.., 
| is director-producer. 

irish government announced 
purchase of site for new radio sta- 
tion on outskirts of Dublin, replac- 
ing present city-centre studios. 

Bob Eberly show, aired here for 
“Radio Review,” dropped for disk 
show with local gabber Roy Croft 
as jockey; it’s his first sponsor 

U. S. Air Force band will play 
Theatre Royal, Dublin, July 29 for 
special hospital charity show; it 
will be the closing concert of Euro- 
pean tour, 


Atlantic City 


By Joe W. Walker 

Jack Beck to return to manage 
Globe theatre which opens as re- 
sort’s only burlesque spot June 16. 

Mike and Jerry Tranch, Neptune 
Inn operators, host to resort’s 
Press club Saturday (3). 

Henry Jerome orch in Steel Pier 
ballroom over weekend with Sylvia 
Froos and Alan King on vaude 
stage. 

Mrs. Daniel G. Stebbins (Babette) 
and hubby given party at Ritz as 
she retired from resort night club 
business, 


London 


Lucienne Boyer opens at the So- 
ciety restaurant June 16 for six 
weeks. 

Connie Sawyer booked into the 


Colony restaurant June 26 fo. four: 


weeks with options. 

Abbott and Costello now set to 
play two weeks at London Palladi- 
um, opening July 10. 


Kay Hammond back in the cast 
of “The Beaux Stratagem” after 
bout with bronchitis. 

Mitty Golden, head of ABC, 
Paris vaudeville house, here for 


Has booked 


new American talent. 
Salici Puppets. 

Nat Karson, producer of stage 
shows at Metro’s Empire, booked 
Canfield Smith for three weeks, 
opening July 3, with Stoll tour to 
follow. 

Frank Sinatra is practically set 


to play two weeks at the London 
Palladium, opening July 24 and 
will follow Abbott and Costello’s 
fortnight. 

Eddie Darling in town on his an- 
nual visit and as usual spending 
most of his time with Horace 
Reeves, retired vaude agent, at his 
country house. 

Reginald Long is filmscripting 
Thomas Brown's play “To Have 
and i'‘o Hold” which has been ac- 
quired by Exclusive Films. Shoot- 
ing expected to start late in June. 

Having disposed of his interests 
in his music company to Reg Con- 
nelly, Irwin Dash returns to his 
native U.S., after 23 years resi- 
dence here, on the Elizabeth June 
24 

Although Bernard Delfont calls 
his latest American importation by 
the Broadway title “Touch and 
Go,” it has skits from other N.Y. 
shows including “Inside U.S.A.” 
and ‘‘Make Mine Manhattan.” 

Lawrence Wright, who has ac- 
quired rights to Jack Hylton’s song 
hits “Hey, Neighbor,” “Your Heart 
and My Heart” and “Is There a 
Man in the House” from “Nights 
of Madness,” now at Victoria Pal- 
ace, sold the American rights to 
Lou Levy ‘Leeds Music Co.) 

Rolly Rolls due on Larry Parks- 
Betty Garrett program at the Lon- 





don Palladium is out because of 
length of bill. Val Parnell saw his 
act during rehearsal and thought 
him wasted in closing spot.  In- 
stead, he booked him in the Jack 
Benny program, June 19, giving 
him better billing. 
By Lary Solloway 
Plushier oceanfront hotels re- 


porting 90% 
and August. 

Ciro's, which will run under Nat 
Harris’ guidance next season, filed 
a “friendly receivership” action 
with meeting of creditors okaying 
payoffs on money owed, through a 
three-year period. 

New City Auditorium (seating 
3,500-4,000) will be ready by mid- 
August. Managerial job has some 
| 30 odd applicants from locals and 
| out-of-towners. Advisory commit- 
| tee to name one this coming week. 

Danny Davis mulling offers for 
Kitty Davis Club. 


reservations for July 


. 
| Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 

Film Director Rouben Mamoulian 
and frau in ‘town last week. 

Abbey Albert orch currently at 
Hotel Statler’s Embassy Room. 

Soprano Dorothy Maynor tees 
off Sesquicentennial Watergate 
concert series on July 2. 

Eric Johnston adding two new 
honorary degrees, from Iowa State 
U and University of Maryland, to 
his hefty collection. 

George Jessel, in town to plug 
his national theatre project, tossed 
a Capito! Hill luncheon by Secre- 
tary of the Senate Leslie Biffle. 


Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 

Luciano Emmer goes to Spain to 
direct a picture there. 

“Neapolitan Carousel,” 
Italian revue, at the Quirino. 

The, Sol Lessers in from Holly- 
wood on their European stint 

Grahame Greene (“Third Man’) 
left for Capri to do some writing. 

Myrna Loy js in Florence for 
UNESCO meetings as a delegate. 

Alan Curtis goes to the Bari Mu- 
sical Festival as cinema represen- 
tative. 

W. Lee Wilder has arrived in 
Rome for his film, “Three Steps to 
the North.” 

The Samuel Goldwyns and Rob- 
ert Sherwoods off to Florence af- 
ter doing Rome. 

Italian producer Fortunato 
Misian left for N. Y. to line up 
some pix productions for Italy. 

Ex-Governor Paul McNutt here 
on United Artists business enteér- 
tained by the George Ornsteins. 

Mildred Smith, N. Y. singer, 

{doubling between the Fiametta 


all- 


‘theatre and the Open Gate nitery. 
making ' 


Pianist Charlie beale_ 
plans for an engagement in Egypt 
after several months at the Key- 
board Club here. 

Josephine Baker finished her 
four concerts at the Quirino and 
moved over to the Quattro Fontane 
for three more nights. 

John Pasetti Huntington joined 
the NBC staff in Rome. GL stu- 
dent, Charles Rutherford, signed to 
play in “Romance of Love” with 
Rosanno Brazzi and Danielle Dar- 


rieux. 
Zurich 


By George Mezoefi 

Fifth Locarno Film Festival will 
be held 29 to July 9. 

Benny Goodman's Sextet 
ing at the Odeon Night 
Basle, but without Goodman. 

Baritone Lawrence Winters of 
N.Y. City Civic Opera in first Swiss 


play- 
Club, 


engagement at Tonhalle, Zurich, 
June 7. 
Ten out of 14 Zurich first-runs 


are playing European pix, topped 
by “Quartet,” “Kind Hearts and 
Coronets,” “Passport to Pimlico” 
and “Madness of Heart.” 

are “Challenge to Lassie,” 
to the Stable,” “Live By 
and ‘Unfaithfully Yours.” 


Stockholm 
By Sven G. Winquist 

“Stromboli” (RKO) expected to 
have Swedish preem at the Roda 
Kvarn here Oct. 8. Expensive ad- 
vertising is not planned. 

Per Scheutz, manager of Europa 
Film, back from American visit, 
reported that Swedish actor Ed- 
vard Persson is popular in U.S. 

George Formby is still one of 
the most popular foreign artists 
here. On his recent one-day visit 
he appeared at the outdoor stage 
of Nojesfeltet, drawing more than 
any other foreigners. 

Disney’s “Cinderella” (RKO: 
likely will open here this year near 
Christmas. It will be dubbed into 
Swedish. Roy Disney is in tuwn to 
supervise. Cinderella voice will be 
Tatjana Angelini, who also was the 
Swedish voice in “Snow White.” 


PorWand, Ore. 


“Death of a Salesman” into May- 
fair theatre next week. 

Anson Weeks orch into 
Beach Ballroom with Mel 
to follow this week. 

Vaughn Monroe and the Camel 
Caravan played concert at the Port- 
land Auditorium last week. 

Margaret Whiting set for appear- 
ance at Portland Rose Festival 
Show in Multnomah Stadium. 

Three Lind Bros. appearing at 
Amato’s Supper Club. Combo still 
holds 14-week record established 
in Portland three years ago. 


Montreal 


Night” 


Jantzen 
Torme 


Xavier Cugat orch into the 
Forum for a_— one-nighter = on 
June" 15. 


Montreal Police AAA bringing 
Ringling Circus te town for four 
days beginning Thursday June 29. 

With Anne Francine closing 
season, the Ritz Cafe drops enter- 
tainment next Wednesday, June 14, 
for summer months. 


Parochial lotteries to get legal 
axe similar to that accorded the 
now defunct pyramid clubs and 


church sponsored bingo games, 
Gratien (Fridolin) Gelinas to 

London and Paris last Wednesday 

(31) with wife to discuss possible 


European tour of his play, “Ti- 
Coq.” 
Westport, Coun. 

By Humphrey Doulens 
Roger Stearns at Stone Henge. 
Zero Mostel at his new Wilton 

place. 
Edna Ferber has opened her 
place at Stepney. 


Richard Lockridge 
home at Ridgefield. 

Tossy Spivakovsky, concert vio- 
linist, bought a house on Drum 
Hill. 

Norwalk Symphony opens sum- 
mer pops season June 17 at Roton 
Point Park, with Paul Kwartin 
soloist. 


bought a 


as 


Ri . 
iviera 
By Margaret Gardner 

Nice showing first propaganda 
film, put out by the joint Syndi- 
cates Initiative of the Riviera and 
Corsica. 

Juan-les-Pins Casino had its of- 
ficial summer opening, featuring 
comedian Jacques Bodoin, Daniele 
Vigneau and Page and Bray, with 
Marede Lodi orch. 

The Principality of Monaco ne- 
gotiating for purchase of the Bar- 
bara Hutton yacht, “Cort Adler,” 
which wili be used for organized 
tours on the Mediterranean. 


U.S. pix | 
“Come | 


Hollywood 


Celeste Holm bedded by virus X. 

John Wayne returned from Mex. 
ico City. 

Ida Lupino aired to Honolulu on 


' vacation. 


Joan Crawford in the hospital 
with influenza. 

June Haver’ seriously 
awaiting surgery. 

Roy Rogers and Dale Kvans re- 
turned from Memphis. 

Teddy Driver, film moppet, 
jured in an auto collision. 

Fred W. Kline ankled KTTV to 
join the Walter Kline flackery. 

Gregory Peck and family in town 
after four months in England. 

Antonio Moreno celebrated his 
38th anniversary as a screen actor. 

Masquers Club, headed by Ralph 
Murphy, celebrated its 25th anni. 

Rosalind Russell broke a small 
bone in her foot in an accident at 
home 

Emanuel Zama in from Rome to 
gander _ Universal - International 
product. 

Morris E. 
10 years as 
Writers Guild. 

Ann Sothern 
roles to take a 
doctor's orders. 

Al Jolson and the Andrews Sis- 
ters reported huddling on a combo 
for a concert tour. 

Belita closed a deal to tour 
Canada next October in “Skating 
Sensations of 1951.” 

Mae West reported aiming 
open a gambling casino and 
taurant in Las Vegas. 

Mickey Rooney will do a three- 
week tour of key cities to plug his 
picture, “The Fireball.” 

Tex Morton, Australian cowboy 
star, in Hollywood to gander 
American hoss opera technique. 

Ben Kalmenson and Mort Blu- 
menstock in from N. Y. for hud- 
dles with Jack L. Warner. 

John Farrow awarded St. Thomas 
medal as year’s outstanding Catho- 
lic layman in public affairs. 

Errol Flynn led a troupe of War- 
ners’ thesps to Gallup, N. M., to 
start shooting “Rocky Mountain.” 

Rex Allen will make his 4lst 
personal with Republic’s ‘Arizona 
Cowboy” at Old Point Comfort, Va. 

Kirk Douglas will star in “A 
Passage to Rome,” to be staged 
by L. A. chapter of American Jew- 
ish Committee. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Shiriey Booth 
sold farm outside 

Don Walker, compbser-arranger, 
has new sideline, raising gladioli 
on his Aquetong farm. 

Many show biz folks in from 
N. Y., to catch preems of Music 
Circus and Playhouse over week- 
end. 

New Hope Street Fair for bene- 


ill and 


in- 


Cohn resigned after 
counsel for Screen 


passing up film 
long rest, under 


to 
res- 


and spouse have 
Newtown. 


fit of new Community Center set 


for June 30-July 4, H. E. Snyder 


directing. 
Sara Seegar (Mrs. Ezra Stone) 
to play in “Another Language” 


next week at New Hope. Commut- 
ing from Newtown home. 

Jon Gnagy, TV verformer-pro- 
ducer, placing his New Hope art 
school and home on block to tvans- 
fer activities to La Jolla, Calif. 

New construction of bridge over 
canal at New Hope detouring some 
traffic away from Lambertville and 
New Hope. Job due to be complet- 
ed July 1. 

Jean Nelson, Dick Smart, Elaine 
Strich, Jack Blair and Grisha & 
Brona in for “Cat and Fiddle” 
practice sessions Monday (5) at 
Lambertville. 

Martha Seott, Herbert Rudley 
and Henry Bernard in Mon. for 
“Another Language” rehearsals un- 
der John O’Shaughnessy’s direc- 
tion. Opens June 12 at New Hope. 





Germany 


By George F. Gaal 

Tennessee Williams’.“A Street- 
car Named Desire” packing them 
in in Luebeck. 

Met Opera director Rudolf Bing 
to Germany this month. He will 
also visit Austria, France and Eng- 
land 

Real .Film to start shooting of 
“Shadow of Mr. Monitor,” crime 
pic starring Carl Raddatz and Paul 
Dahlke. 

Dorothy Lamour arrives in Ger- 


/many about June 8 to entertain 
American troops here and in 
Austria. 

“All My Sons” a hit in Darm- 


stadt, following another successful 
Arthur Miller play, “Death of 4 
Salesman.” , 

“Riding High,” “D.O.A.,” “Guilty 
Bystander” and “Baron of Arizona 
are jatest releases on the Army $ 
film circuit. 

Andre Giradaux’s ‘“Madwoman 
of Chaillot” to be presented ‘at 
Ruhr Festival by Hamburg State 
Theatre, starring Hermine ‘Koer- 


jner. 
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OBITUARIES 





JOHN G. WILSON 
John G. Wilson, 50, an executive 
veepee of RCA Victor, died in 
Wynnewood, Pa., June 1, 
Details in Music section. 


HARRY MOUNTFORD 


Harry Mountford, 79, former ace | 


ior, playwright and founder of the 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America, parent of all talent 
unions, died at his home New 
York, June 4. 

Details in Vaude section. 


in 





SALVATORE J. SCOPPA 

Salvatore J. Scoppa, 60, labor or- 
ganizer in the television division 
of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical and Stage Employees, 
died in Fordham hospital in New 
York, June 2. 

Scoppa was also business man- 
ager of Local 52, Motion Picture 
Studio Mechanics Union. In that 
capacity he had campaigned for 
the past 20 vears to get motion pic- 
ture interests to bring to New 
York City a portion of the film in- 
dustry. He was originator of the 
plan for the building of a Cinema 
City near the World’s Fair 
grounds, in Flushing, N. Y. 

He was a member 
Council of New York City and a 
charter member of the Columbus 
Alliance. Surviving are his wife 
and three sons. 


THOR MODEEN 

Thor Modeen, 52, Swedish actor, 
died in Stockholm May 28. Born 
in Kungsor, 
as dancer at 
atre in Gothenburg in 1918. 


the Lorensberg the- 
Next 


vear he came to Stockholm where | 
well-known | 


he soon became a 
name at the revue-theatres Novilla, 
Folkets Hus and the Southern the- 
atre, He also appeared in vaude- 
ville and operettas. 

Modeen made his film debut in 
1920. He appeared in more than 
100 films during his career. 

Recently he returned to Stock- 
holm from Malmo where he had 
been managing a theatre for some 
time. His last legit role was 
“Ado, Mimi” (‘Goodbye, Mimi’) at 
the Narva theatre in 1949. Sur- 
vived by wife and children. 





LILLIAN F. ABRAMSON 
Lillian Forma Abramson, secre- 
tary for many vears to executives 
at 20th Century-Fox and later with 
the Motion Picture Export Associ- 
ation, died in New York June 5. 


She served successively as secre- | 


tary to Winfield Sheehan, Clayton 
Sheehan, Walter Hutchinson and 
Irving Maas at 20th Century-Fox. 
Her association with Maas, which 
started in 1937, continued when he 
took over the MPEA operation in 
1946. 

Survived by husband, two sis- 
ters, one of whom is Ruth Forma, 
an employee at 20th-Fox; and two 
brothers. 


MORRIS S. SILVERS 

Morris S. Silvers, 66, who head- 
ed own theatrical agency, died in 
Chicago, June 2. For many years 
he was the head of the Chicago 
William Morris ageney, in which 
he was a partner before selling out 
his interests in 1947. 

In show business for a half cen- 
tury, he got his start as an assistant 
to A. J. Balaban at the Balaban & 
Katz circuit in the production de- 
partment in 1921 and was with 
B&K tor about 10 years before go- 
ing with Morris agency. Survived 
by a sister and brother. . 


HELENE S,. KOSTER 


Mrs. Helene S. Koster, 62, for- 
mer radio singer, died in Albany, 
June 2. Mrs. Koster, born in Ger- 
many, began her career touring Eu- 
rope in concerts as a dramatic so- 
prano, 

Following her arrival in the U:S., 
she was trained for a Metropoli- 
tin Opera career as a contralto by 


Oscar Sanger. However, Sanger 
died in 1925 and Mrs. Koster 
turned to radio instead of the 
Opera. She was also-one of the first 


singers to broadeast over WQXR, 
es 


Husband, three sons and four 
daughters survive. 


NELLIE PHELPS 
_ Mrs. Nellie A, Wishman, 73, sur- 
Viving member of the old-time 
song and dance team of Higgins 


and Phelps, died last week at the | 


home of her son in Philadelphia. 

Known professionally as Nellie 
Phelps, she had a featured role in 
the 1914 production of 
olden Crook.” With her husband, 
('e jate Thomas Higgins (Wish- 
ivan) they toured the Keith Cir- 
Cuil, before their retirement 35 
years ago. 

Two sons survive. 


of the Labor | 


he started his career | 


in | 


“The | 


| DOUGLAS GERRARD 

| Douglas Gerrard, 62, actor. died 
at General hospital, Hollywood. 
June 5, after being found uncon- 
scious on the street. Autopsy was 
, ordered to determine cause of 
| death. 

' Born in Dublin, he attended sev- 
eral universities before beginning 
career aS a Shakespearean actor. 
He started in pix as lead for Pav- 
lowa in 1903. was later with Mary 
Pickford and Pauline Frederick. 
Later became a director at Univer- 
sal but 


soon returned to acting, 
working at First National, War- 
ners, 20th-Fox. 


ERARDO TRENTINAGLIA 

Erardo Trentinaglia. 62. orches- 
tra director at La Scala Opera in 
Milan, died June 3 in Venice 

He founded the Venetian Sym- 
phonic Concert Orchestra and in 
1931 was named director of La 
Scala Orchestra, holding that post 
for two years. 

He was also a composer, and 
among his best-known works were 
“Aminta.” a lvric poem for solo- 
ists, orchestra and chorus, and an 
opera, “Rosamunda.”’ 

ALBERT G. COUGHLIN 

Albert G. Coughlin, 79, former 


advertising agent of the Davidson | 


theatre, Milwaukee legitimate 
house, died June 2. ia that city. 

In addition to his more than 20 
years at the Davidson, Coughlin 
was an advance man for road 
shows and the Ringling Bros. cir- 
cus. 

Two nephews and the nieces are 
the only survivors. 

SAM SCHAEFFER 

Sam Schaeffer, comedian, died 
in Chicago, May 24. For many 
years he toured the major vaude 


circuits in tab edition of ‘Potash | 


and Perlmutter.” which 


'the skits, he leaves a son Jack, 
manager of the Riveria theatre, 
Chicago, and a brother. 





HARRIS SILVERBERG 
Harris Silverberg, 52, Chicago 
manager of National Screen Serv- 
ice, died May 29 in Miami, where 


| he was recuperating from heart at- | 


| tack suffered in March. 
Prior to coming to Chicago 10 


years ago as manager, he served in| 


the NSS office in Detroit for nine 
years. 

Survived by wife, son and a 
daughter. 


GEORGE SUTHERLAND 
George Sutherland, 72, managing 
| director of Allan & Co., w.k. Aus- 
|tralian music publishers, died in 
| Melbourne May 27. He had been 
with the firm 53 years. 
| Firm itself, representing such 
'U. S. companies as G. Schirmer, 


{Cari Fischer. Bourne-ABC, etce., | 
icelebrates its 100th anni_ this 
month, 


SAMUEL GOLDMAN 
Samuel Goldman, 90, once as- 
‘sociated with his son, William 
Goldman, in the operation of mo- 
tion picture theatres-in St. Louis, 
died there June 2. 

Goldman, a pioneer in exhibi- 
tion, retired many years ago. Wil- 
liam Goldman now operates a chain 
of theatres in Philadelphia. Three 
sons and three daughters survive. 


| 
| 
| 


j 


| BERT ANGELES 

Bert Angeles, 75, former actor 
and stage director, died in New 
York May 30. 

Born in London. he came to the 


U. S. and appeared in such yester- | 


formed | 
basis of the Alex Carr legiter and | 
in his own skit, “Cloaks and Suits.” | 

Beside his wife. who appeared in | 


York, died in Point Pleasant, N. J.. 
June 1. 

He leaves 
son. 


wife, daughter and 


JOSEPH PATRIARCA 
Joseph Patriarca, 83, former pro- 
moter of dramatic and operatic 
productions, died in Utiea, N. Y.. 
June 4. 
He was a retired building con- 
tractor at .ime of death, 


ROBT. B. TAIT 


_ Robert B. Tait, screen and radio 
singer, died May 28 at the Motion 
Picture Country Home, near Holly- 
wood, after a long illness. 

His wife, Henrietta, survives. 





FERDINAND MIDELBERG 

Ferdinand Midelberg, 73, vice- 
president of a company operating 
the Capitol theatre at Charleston 
and Loman, W. Va., died in Miami, 
May 31. 

William R. Sidebothom, 67. vet 
projectionist, died in Philadelphia, 
June 2. 





Mother of Teddy English. come- 
dian, died at her home in Malden. 
Mass., June 3. 
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deals. Hence, none of the larger 
companies is balking for the time 
being. 

Whether the MPEA continues 
repping its members in Japan con- 
tinues in doubt. Irving Maas, 
exec veepee and general manage! 
of the group, is now in Japan seek- 
ing another $1,600,000 for the com- 
| panies for the year coming up. He 
is negotiating directly with aides 
of General Douglas MacArthur 
since army Officials must approve 
the allocation even though the 
| Japanese government makes the 
If Maas fails in his mis- 
sion, companies are expected to 
pull out from the MPEA in a body 
so far as Japan is concerned. 


50% Ballet Sellout 


| payments. 

















Continued from page 


over $10,000 has been received. All 
these from mail orders only. 
Such advance sales so far ahead 
of engagements are unparalleled 
in ballet, and rare in show biz his- 
tory. As a result of the N. Y. sit- 
|uation, to avoid recriminations 
later, the Hurok office is scouting 
around for some theatre in which 
to open a boxoffice sale for the 
| balance of tickets available. Box- 
office at the Met Opera where Sad- 
|ler’s will appear, is unavailable. 
As another result of the sale, 
, Hurok has been able to get the 18- 
| week tour of the British company 
|extended an additional week. to 


| permit engagements in Ottawa and | 


Montreal. 

What is most unusual in the sit- 
| uation is the fact that Sadler’s has 
| upped its N. Y. top from last sea- 
|son’s $4.20 to $6 this fall, with no 
|apparent squawks. 
|Sept. 12, will have a $10.20 tab. 
This compares with the Ballet 
| Russe de Monte Carlo’s $3.60 top 
/at the Met this spring; the $3 top 
of Ballet Theatre at Center thea- 
| tre, and $3 top of the N. Y. City 
| Ballet Co. at City Center. Sad- 
| ler’s claims that extra-heavy costs 


| 





Opening night, | 








‘ staging necessitate the hike. 


Par Profits | 
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agement for failing to provide food 


year successes as “The Lion and | 
the Mouse.” “What Happened to 
Jones?” and Henry W. Savage's 


Castle Square Opera Co. 


A. MILWAIN 
69. owner 


JOHN 


John A. Milwain, of 


the Milwain theatre, Bardwell, Ky.. | 


died of a heart ailment at his home 
in that city Mav 24. 

Milwain opened the first motion 
picture house in Bardwell in 1909 
and in 1929 rebuilt the house on 
the same _ site. He served two 
terms as mavor of Bardwell. Wife 
and two sons survive. ‘ 
ese 
ROBERT COMPTON 

Robert Compton, 54. owner and 
operator of radio station WCAZ, 
Carthage, Ill., died at Keokuk, Ia., 


June 3. He had been in ill health. 
| Compton founded WCAZ in 
1921. He was at one time owner 


of WTAD, Quincy, Ill, 
PETER A. VINCENT 
Peter A Vincent. formerly 2 
magician who plaved vaude cir- 
cuits for a number of years, and 
one-time president of the Protes- 
sional 


Entertainers Club of New, 


and other furbelows at the annua! 
meet. Minority criticism against 
| directors who did not own com- 
pany stock was parried easily by 
Balaban. 

Interest in DuMont 

Strong stockholder interest was 
demonstrated in the DuMont plan. 
On that point, Par's prez said: 
“This interest (DuMont holdings) 
has a value of about $15,000,000 
at the present time. If circum- 
{stances should make it advisable 
| to liquidate our interest in DuMont, 
, we shall probably do so by offering 
it to our stockholders in exchange 
for shares of our corporation on 
some basis bearing a relationship 
to the respective market values of 
each of the stocks.” 

Management took a bow for the 
“complete vindication” of its early 
anti-trust settlement in light of 
the U. S. Supreme Court decision 
this week which affirmed the lower 
court’s decree. Paramount had un- 
tangled itself from the “endless 
litigation brought .about by the 


- 


Government's anti-trust suit, and 
completed its segregation into two 
new companies before the full im- 
pact of post-war readjustments 
caught up with us,” Balaban said. 

On the earnings front, Balaban 
indicated that the present net was 
in line with the $1,441,000 garnered 
during the first quarter of the year. 
Big Famous Players-Canadian chain 
in Canada of which Par is majority 
stockholder is also “holding up 
very well,” he said. While grosses 
had dipped from wartime peaks, 
this development was inevitable 
but not alarming. 

First concern of management, he 
added, would be “to keep produc- 
tion costs in line with the realities 
of our present and anticipated mar- 


kets. Labor costs and the nut 
on materials and services have 
been established at high wartime 
levels and this constitutes the ma- 
jor cost of a picture. Hence, the 
company still has a long road to 
travel before it reaches its objec- 
tive. 


Foreign Coin Dips 
On the overseas problem, Bala 
ban said his company received 5$8.- 
000,000 less in dollars from for- 
eign business in 1949 than it had 
in ’46. Because the companies 
could no longer depend on a steady 


flow of dollars from abroad, iis 
take now depends on “unpredict- 


able windfalls.” At the close of 
°49, Par had about $5,000,000 in 
blocked foreign currencies. This 
coin is carried on the company’s 
books at a nominal figure until 
actually collected. 

Balaban spoke in detail on tele- 
vision. He confirmed the conclu- 
sion reached by other industryites 
that no analysis shows the reiation 
between tele’s growth and the drop 
in boxoffice. ‘‘These studies sim- 
ply do not indicate that television 
has been the controlling factor in 


the declining boxoffice—despite the. 


popular impression to the con- 
itrary,” he explained. 

| He conceded that _ television 
would exert a far-reaching influ- 


‘ence on the film biz. On the plus 
side, Balaban pointed to the fact 
that video has already developed 
new personalities, “the lifeblood of 
our business, which we are attract- 
ing to our industry.” Moreover, 
the industry holds high hopes for 
tele “as a uniquely effective me- 
dium for advertising motion pic- 
tures.” Balaban is convinced that 
the theatre “is solidly established 
as an American institution and will 
continue, for the foreseeable fu- 
ture, to be our principal customer.” 
Reveals KTLA in Black 

Par’s prexy disclosed that tele 
station KTLA, owned by Par in 
Los Angeles, is now in the black 
after sustaining losses during its 
experimental period. Station WBKB 
‘in Chicago, Balaban & Katz out- 
let, is also operating profitably, ac- 
cording to Balaban’s understand- 
ing. 

Several times the major’s chief 
‘stressed the need to cut further 


ithe outstanding common stock is- 
'sue so that the present $2 yearly 
per-share dividend could be main- 
tained. Plan for unloading DuMont 
would be another step in that di- 
rection, since it meant swapping 
DuMont shares for those of Par, 
{which would be retired in turn. 
Stockholders at the meet ratified 
the retirement of 614,794 shares 


bought by the company on the 
open market in the past few 
months. 

Balaban said he would like to 


| Phil 


reduce further outstanding shares | 


by approximately one-third. 


MARRIAGES 


Ann Pearce to Stanley Kramer, 
Santa Barbara, June 3. Bride is a 
screen actress; he’s a producer. 

Lucy Majure to Jerry Strong, 
Chevy Chase, Md., May 25. Bride 
was Strong’s secretary; he’s a ra- 
dio and TV emcee. 

Lois Butler to Herbert Hall Bart- 
lett, Los Angeles, May 29. Bride 
is a screen actress. 

Mary Hoffman to Wayne Klaiss, 
Pittsburgh, June 3. He’s an organ- 
ist, known professionally as Ken 
Wayne. 

Florence Zweig to Leonard Walk, 
Pittsburgh, June 4. He’s an an- 
nouncer at Station WHOD in 
Homestead, Pa. 

Dolores Parker to Jerome Flliott 
Adler, June 6 in Brooklyn. Bride 
is a model; he’s the son of Philip 
Adler, general manager for Her- 
man Levin and Oliver Smith, and 
will be assistant stage manager of 
the forthcoming Broadway revue, 
“Bless You All.” 

Renee Carroll to Louis Schon- 
ceit. June 5, Cuernavaca. Mexico. 
Bride is the hatcheck girl at Sar- 
di’s restaurant, N. Y.; he’s a Broad- 
way theatre ticket broker. 

Maesie Victoria Robinson’ to 
Warren Jacober, Buffalo. May 20. 
He’s a producer at WBEN-T\ 
there. 
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AT OT 
sals from the Italian government 
and film industry which “involve 


questions of exchange and remit- 
tances.” Beyond that he declined 
to amplify the proposals with the 
exception of stating that he was 
optimistic that a quota could be 
avoided. 

MPAA international chief's 10- 
week mission dealt primarily with 
monetary and trading problems 
facing member companies in vari- 
ous European countries. He con- 
ferred with government and indus- 


try heads in Paris, Madrid, Rome, 
Frankfurt, Copenhagen and Stock- 
holm. He also sat in on the Anglo- 
American monetary talks held in 
London last week. 

As for Germany, McCarthy was 
confident that no import quota 
would be imposed upon American 
pix. However, he added, “we will 


proceed with a certain amount of 
sympathetic understanding in Ger- 
man problems which deal largely 
with imports and exchange difficul- 


ties.” In retrospect, he said, the 
general feeling is that “our pic- 


tures are at their highest point and 
prestige throughout Europe.” 





| RKO Stockholders 








es (Continued from page 5 Sed 


several months back when _ ad- 
herents of Floyd B. Odlum, Atlas 
Corp. chief formerly in control] of 
the major, ankled the board after 
disagreement with Hughes. Latest 
addition to the board is Francis J. 
O'Hara, who succeeds to the spot 
filled by Thomas A. Slack. O'Hara 
is a member of the Washington 
law firm of Summers & O'Hara. 
He previously served as general 
counsel for Defense Plants Cor- 
poration, subsid of the Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corp. 

Slack has been Hughes’ personal 
attorney and appeared in Federal 
court in that capacity. Several 
weeks ago J. Miller Walker, RKO 
veepee and secretary, and Maurice 
H. Bent took over vacancies caused 
by the resignations of L. Lawrence 
Green and Frederick L. Ehrman. 


| Par Meet 
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gram and set releasing plans 
which wili be announced when the 
conclave opens. 

Max E. Youngstein, Russell Hol- 
man, Oscar Morgan, Hugh Owen, 
Isaacs and Fred Leroy have 
already shoved off. Sehwalberg, 
Ted O'Shea, A. M. Kane, Joseph 
Walsh, Monroe Goodman and Mar- 
tin Friedman head west today 
(Wed.). Leaving during the bal- 
ance of the week will be Barney 
Balaban, Adolph Zukor, Paul A. 
Raibourn, Louis Phillips, George 
Weltner, Jerry Pickman, Sid Blu- 
menstock, Mort Nathanson and Sid 
Mesibov. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs, Lewis Ward, son, 
Hollywood, May 28. Mother is 
former Margaret Merrick, actress- 
model; father is actor. 


Mr. and Mrs. Howard Pine, 
daughter, Hollywood, May 29. 


Mother is Judy Beaumont, screen 
actress; father is an ossociate pro- 
ducer at Paramount. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Breen, 
daughter, Hollywood, May 31. 
Father ts a Paramount writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Weber. son, 
Hollywood, May 28. Grandfather 
is Joe Rines, radio producer and 
agency executive. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harlowe Stengel, 
son, Hollywood, May 30. Father is 
a camerman at Paramount. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Ortner, 
daughter, Chicago, May 30. Father 
is Chi ABC producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Willard ‘Skip) 
Nelson, daughter, Chicago, May 30. 
Father is member of WBBM or- 
chestra. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Atlas, daugh- 
ter, Santa Monica, May 28. Father 
Metro flack. 


is a 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Joseph, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Mav 2). 


Father runs the Triangle Theatre. 

Mr. and Mrs. Allan Shine. son, 
Pittsburgh, May 30. Father's with 
the Howdy Baum band. 


Mr. and Mrs. Mort Ptfeffer, 
daughter, New York, June 5. 


Father is with Weill’s motion pic- 
lure accessories. 

Mr. and Mrs, Searle Kramer, 
son. New York, recently. Mother 
is Jan Evans, former actress; tather 
is a screenwriter. 








¥ 











“Toni Arden is sock No. 1 in a song- 
aleog which evidences much application 
to her showmanship chores. ... She does 
ballad and rhythm numbers with a fine 
sense of audience values.” 

Abel, VARIETY. 


Toni Arden is a Don’t Miss! (5/8). ... 
(5/198) “Toni Arden Tweetheart of the 
Copa.” i;:.. 
WALTER WINCHELL, Mirror. 


“Major surprise of the show was 
little Toni Arden who is a potential show 
stopper of considerable merit. ... She’s 
in by a mile... . Most promising girl 
singer around.” 

BILL SMITH, Billboard. 


. Singer Toni Arden... scoring 
sudden success as a solo thrush at the 
Copacabana.” 

MARK BARRON, Associated Press. 


“s 


“Toni Arden, whose singing at the 
Copa is the talk of the town.” 
PAUL DENIS, Compass. 


“Within two years Toni Arden wiil be 
one of the top singing stars. Her power- 
ful but sweet style scored a hit at the 
N. Y. Copacabana.” 

QUICK. 


“Today’s bravo Toni Arden.” 
EARL WILSON, N. Y. Post-Home News. 


... there is an exciting young singer 
named Toni Arden who accomplished 
something few singers do in the second 
spot at the Copa—held the audience 
quiet and spellbound.” 

LOUIS SOBOL, Journal-American. 


“A new star was born the other p.m. 
at the swank Copacabana ... Toni 
Arden. ... Toni didn’t make ’em laugh— 
but she darn near had ’em crying.’ That 
is, after they had made her come out for 
half a dozen encores. ... She wowed an 
audience filled with celebs, top enter- 
tainers and the town’s severest critics. 
*You’re terrific, kid!’ yelled Clown Prince 
Milton Berle as Toni exited off the Copa 
floor—and that’s about the way we felé 
about it; too.” 

SID WHITE, Radio Daily. 


“A pretty kid walked into the Copa- 
eabana last Thursday, opened her mouth 
to sing, and some 400 others promptly 
closed theirs. This is what is known as 
a ‘terrific feat’ in show business. In her 
first appearance at a night club, Toni 
Arden scored with the toughest possibte 
audience.” 

AL SALERNO, Brooklyn Eagle. 


“Toni Arden, the great new singing 


Sensation at the Copa.” 
NICK KENNY, Mirror. 
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